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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by one of Her Majesty's Inspectors and two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

This is a larger than average sized school with Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) provision

for children in the Nursery and Reception classes. The school opened in September 2007, formed
by the amalgamation of the infant and junior schools. The catchment serves an area of social
and economic disadvantage. The school provides extended support through a breakfast and a
nursery lunch club. The proportion of pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds is low. An above
average proportion of pupils are eligible for free school meals. The percentage of pupils with

learning difficulties and/or disabilities is below average. The school recently gained the Gold

Healthy School Award.

Key for inspection grades

Grade 1 Outstanding
Grade 2 Good
Grade 3 Satisfactory

Grade 4 Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

This is a satisfactory and improving school. The headteacher has been successful in establishing
one new and united community from the two schools. The strong emphasis on building a
confident staff team has resulted in a better curriculum and a shared commitment to improve
pupils’ achievement. However, it will take more time for the changes to impact consistently on
pupils' achievement, the curriculum and teaching and learning, all of which are satisfactory. As
a result, leadership and management are satisfactory overall. School leaders have set the school
on the right path and give it a satisfactory capacity to improve further.

Pupils' achievement is satisfactory. The most recent test results indicate that standards, notably
at the end of Key Stage 2, are rising. Progress varies between classes because although some
lessons are good, teaching is not consistently effective in improving pupils' learning. Activities
do not always interest or challenge pupils sufficiently and assessment is not used precisely
enough to help pupils learn. The school has identified writing as a weakness and has begun to
tackle pupils’ underachievement. There are early signs that the changes to the curriculum are
improving pupils' skills in this area. Pupils with specific learning needs are supported
appropriately and they make sound progress. Provision in the Foundation Stage is good and
consequently the children make good progress from their low starting points.

The pupils' personal development and well-being are satisfactory. They generally behave well
in the classroom and have good attitudes towards learning. Positive relationships are a strong
feature of the work of the school, and most pupils work well with adults and with each other.
They are well cared for and know that adults are keen to offer help and support. They show a
good awareness of how to keep healthy and enjoy their involvement in sports activities. Their
sound contributions to the school and the local community, along with satisfactory literacy and
numeracy skills, help to ensure that they are adequately prepared for the next stage of their
education and the world of work. However, there are too few opportunities for pupils to gain
a thorough understanding of the wider culturally diverse community.

The school knows what needs to be done to improve pupils' learning and its planning for the
future is effective. The recently formed senior leadership team, under the enthusiastic direction
of the headteacher, play a pivotal role in identifying and monitoring key areas for improvement.
However, some of the systems, such as the whole-school tracking, have not been in place long
enough to improve pupils' achievement consistently across all year groups.

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage
Grade: 2

The Foundation Stage is well led and managed, consequently the curriculum and teaching and
learning are good in the Nursery and Reception classes. Good arrangements exist to ensure
the children's safety, health and well-being, and the children get off to a good start.

Although they vary from year to year and between areas of learning, children start in the Nursery
with standards that are well below those typically found for their age. Aspects of language
development, such as speaking, listening and writing, are particularly poor. Children make good
progress in all areas of learning because of well planned activities and good quality adult
support. Teachers and teaching assistants plan lessons that children find interesting and that
are generally matched well to their abilities and needs however, at times there is too little
challenge for the most able. By the end of the Reception year, some children reach the expected
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goals but despite the good provision, many enter Year 1 with standards that are below
expectations. The teaching of basic literacy and numeracy skills is firmly rooted in practical
activities that appeal to children. New procedures have been introduced for teaching children
letter sounds to support their writing and this is beginning to show in children's improved work.
Progress in personal development is good. Children grow in confidence and independence.
They eagerly choose from the wide range of activities, both inside and outside. They play
happily together and learn to share and to make choices.

What the school should do to improve further

® Develop a secure system for tracking pupils' progress and use the assessment information
more precisely to target pupils and improve their learning, especially in writing.

® Improve the quality and consistency of teaching by spreading good practice across the school
and ensuring that lessons provide a suitable level of interest and challenge for all pupils.

® Provide more opportunities for pupils' to develop their knowledge and understanding of a
culturally diverse community.

= A small proportion of schools whose overall effectiveness is judged to be satisfactory but
which has areas of underperformance will receive a monitoring visit by an Ofsted inspector
before their next Section 5 inspection.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

Children's education gets off to a good start in the Foundation Stage but progress from this
point on is uneven so that standards and achievement are satisfactory overall. This is largely
because the quality of teaching and learning is variable and because some key management
systems are an early stage of development. Pupils do best in reading and to a lesser extent in
mathematics. In particular, work to strengthen the teaching of reading is beginning to pay
dividends. Standards at the end of Year 2 and 6 are below average in these subjects and
standards in writing and in speaking and listening lag further behind. This is because newly
devised approaches to learning in writing are yet to be consistently applied. In addition, the
success with which adults in the Foundation Stage harness talk to encourage learning is yet to
be successfully mirrored in other year groups. Pupils with learning needs make satisfactory
progress because their precise needs are known and acted upon.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 3

Pupils feel that what was once two schools has become one and one in which for the most part
they feel safe and secure. Pupils are polite and well mannered. Coaching in this starts at an
early age with adults modelling good eating habits whilst dining with the Nursery children. For
the most part pupils enjoy lessons, although attendance rates are below average. Behaviour at
these times is good with many pupils eager to learn. Most are able to work alongside and with
each other, although some find it difficult to express their thoughts in a clear and detailed way.
Whilst pupils are active at playtimes, this activity is not always productive so that behaviour in
the playground does not match the standard found in lessons. Pupils report some bullying and
occasional racial name-calling. The School Council goes some way to helping pupils take
responsibility for their school but it is the work of the peer mediators in which this comes into
its own. These pupils are often the first port of call in solving disputes and fellow pupils talk
in glowing terms of their ability to act as peacemakers. Pupils demonstrate a good knowledge
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of healthy eating with well-balanced school meals enabling many to put principal into practice.
Pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is satisfactory. However, their knowledge
of the life and customs of their neighbours in multicultural Britain is underdeveloped.

Quality of provision
Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

The teaching and learning are satisfactory overall. Improved standards in Year 6 in 2008 are
reflected in the strong teaching in this year group. Teachers mostly organise their lessons at a
good pace, and pupils' behaviour in some classes is managed very well. All staff have warm,
positive relationships with the pupils, but some teachers tolerate inattention in lessons. This
allows the pupils to become restless and so learning is slowed. Teachers use resources well,
whether it is the interactive white boards or toys to assist counting. Teaching assistants are
well deployed and they capably work with pupils who have difficulties with their learning. The
most able pupils are sometimes not challenged sufficiently because teachers have not planned
work that is more difficult for them. Teachers set pupil targets to improve their learning.
Sometimes, there can be too many different targets, without a clear way of telling when pupils
have achieved them. Furthermore, not all teachers are using assessment information to carefully
plan the next steps in learning.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 3

The curriculum is developing well as a single strand of learning since the two schools joined
together. This has been helped by the willingness of staff to work together, to undertake
relevant training, and to take on new roles as coordinators of each subject. Literacy and numeracy
are developing well through topic work. The drive to improve writing is being helped by planning
many opportunities to practise writing in most subjects. There are good links between many
subjects, often enhanced further through recent events such as the science and art week. Pupils’
learning experiences are broadened by the teaching of Spanish and by several sporting clubs
and a first aid club. Many visits to places such as Nottingham Castle and the Goose Fair also
make learning more interesting. Pupils in Years 2 and 6 have the chance to go on a residential
visit each year. The school provides a satisfactory range of opportunities to develop community
links, for example through the work of the police community support project and parental
learning. However, there are too few opportunities in lessons for pupils' to develop their
understanding and knowledge of other cultures, faiths and lifestyles.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 3

Robust systems for ensuring pupils' safety underpin the school's caring nature and ensure that
pupils' pastoral needs are given close attention. Breakfast, lunch and after-school clubs provide
a safe, secure environment and a satisfactory range of activities for those who attend. The
school is effective in helping the most severely vulnerable pupils by working in close partnership
with a range of outside agencies. Pupils who find it difficult to learn, behave or attend school
regularly are well provided for. Personally tailored individual plans successfully guide the work
of teaching assistants. Whilst the school monitors attendance and takes decisive action in
helping non-attenders, not enough is done to celebrate or routinely reward those whose
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attendance is improving or reaching a good level. Academic guidance is satisfactory. The system
to accurately track pupils’ progress through the school is underdeveloped and does not yet
provide a secure base for leaders to be certain about how pupils are doing or for teachers to
guide the next steps in learning.

Leadership and management
Grade: 3

The headteacher, supported well by the senior leadership team, has established a clear
educational direction for the school. The whole school team is now working closely together
to bring about positive and steady change in many aspects of the school's work. The recent
initiative to improve the curriculum so that all subjects are more clearly linked has led to some
improvements in pupils' achievement in writing. The roles of subject leaders have been clearly
defined and these teachers have been involved this year in monitoring their subjects, with a
clear focus on improving standards and achievement. The school has begun to track pupils'
progress across all year groups but has not yet developed a systematic approach to the analysis
of the data. Consequently, the school does not always plan support for learning precisely enough
to tackle underachievement. Targets, although providing adequate challenge, do not always
help to improve performance sufficiently. Governors are supportive of the school and have a
satisfactory understanding of the issues for improvement. They visit the school regularly
however, few make focused visits to monitor and evaluate the work of the school.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance ‘Complaints about school inspection’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A
Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and School
grade 4 inadequate Overall

Overall effectiveness

How effective,efficient and inclusive is the provision of
education,integrated care and any extended services in meeting the 3
needs of learners?

Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last

inspection Yes

How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners' 3

well being?

The capacity to make any necessary improvements 3
Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

How effective is the provision in meeting the needs of children in the 5

EYFS?

How well do children in the EYFS achieve? 2

How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the children 5

in the EYFS?

How effectively are children in the EYFS helped to learn and develop? 2

How effectively is the welfare of children in the EYFS promoted? 2

How effectively is provision in the EYFS led and managed? 2
Achievement and standards

How well do learners achieve? 3

The standards' reached by learners 3

How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations 3

between groups of learners

How well learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make progress 3

'Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none
significantly below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally
low.
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Personal development and well-being

How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which learners adopt safe practices

The extent to which learners enjoy their education

The attendance of learners

The behaviour of learners

The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

W | WWWWIWIN|IW| W

The quality of provision

How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
learners’ needs?

How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs and
interests of learners?

How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

Leadership and management

How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

How effectively leaders and managers use challenging targets to raise standards

The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation

How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination eliminated

How well does the school contribute to community cohesion?

How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

W |Wlwlwlw] W

The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

Do procedures for safequarding learners meet current government
requirements?

Yes

Does this school require special measures?

No

Does this school require a notice to improve?
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
26 September 2008

Dear Children

Inspection of Southglade Primary School Nottingham NG5 5NE

Thank you for making us welcome when we visited your school. We really enjoyed looking
around and meeting you, your teachers and teaching assistants and seeing what you achieve
in school. We found talking to you very interesting and these discussions helped us to come
to decisions about how good your school is. We were particularly impressed by how hard
everyone has worked to join the two schools together so that you can work and play with one
another. It was good to see how polite and well mannered you are and that most of you
concentrate well in lessons. You told us that for most of the time you feel safe and happy in
school, but that there is still a small amount of bullying and bad behaviour on the playground.
We were delighted to see that the peer mediators are doing such a good job to sort this out
and to make the playground a peaceful place. You know a lot about staying fit and healthy
and it was good to see how sensibly the youngest nursery children eat their lunch together.
We think you need to know more about how children and families in different cultures and
communities live together. This is important in preparing you for the world when you are adults.

All the staff work hard to help you learn as much as you can and the school is providing you
with a satisfactory education. | have asked your headteacher, the teachers and the governors
to make sure that the work you get in all classes is interesting and really makes you think hard.
| have also asked them to help you to make your writing better by giving you plenty of
interesting things to write about. They will need to keep checking how well you are doing and
use this information to plan your work.

I am sure you will help by continuing to behave well and always doing your best. | wish you
well for the future.

Yours faithfully
Pat Walsh

Her Majesty's Inspector



