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Introduction

This pilot inspection was carried out by one Her Majesty’s Inspectors. The inspector 
visited seven lessons and held meetings with governors, staff and pupils, and talked 
to some parents. She observed the school’s work and looked at data about pupils’ 
progress; examples of pupils’ work; school policies; plans for the curriculum and 
lessons; and the school improvement plan. She read the 29 parental questionnaires 
sent in and looked at the school’s own survey of parents’ views. She observed 
playtime, attended assembly and had lunch with the pupils.

The inspector reviewed many aspects of the school’s work and looked in detail at the 
following.

 Progress in English, especially writing.
 Standards in science and in information and communication technology (ICT). 
 The school’s systems for assessing pupils’ progress.
 The curriculum. 
 The support for individual pupils, including any vulnerable pupils. 

Information about the school

Sinnington Primary is a small rural primary school. There are very few pupils who are 
eligible for free school meals and no pupils are in the care of the local authority. The 
school serves a predominantly white rural community. The proportion of pupils with 
learning difficulties and/or disabilities is broadly average. The pupils are grouped into 
four classes, three of which are mixed age: Years R/1, Years 2/3 and Years 5/6. A 
new headteacher was appointed in January 2009. 

. 
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Inspection judgements

Grades: 1 is outstanding, 2 is good, 3 is satisfactory and 4 is inadequate

Overall effectiveness 2

Capacity for sustained improvement 2

Main findings

Sinnington Primary is a good school. The outcomes for pupils are good. The pupils 
are happy at school. They and their parents appreciate the school’s small size which 
means that the pupils are well known and cared for. The school is particularly active 
in its local community. Pupils achieve well and reach above average standards by the 
time they leave school at the end of Year 6, especially in mathematics. The 
effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage is good.

The school has good capacity to improve further. The track record over the last three 
years is one of a continuous upward trend in statutory attainment tests. The school 
has maintained the good quality of education it offers and has improved further since 
its previous inspection, particularly in Key Stage 1. The pupils’ writing skills are 
improving and are now average. Pupils’ standards in English, though much improved 
and now broadly average, remain lower than in mathematics and science. Teaching 
approaches are not yet consistent in English. 

The new headteacher has quickly and accurately determined the strengths and 
weaknesses of the school and has established appropriate priorities for the next 
steps it needs to take. She is ably supported by a small, but keen team of teachers 
each taking a lead on improving aspects of provision. 

Teaching is good overall. Pupils make good progress but lessons do not always focus 
sufficiently on the needs of individuals to enable them always to learn effectively. As 
a result, in the mixed-age classes the inspector observed that in a few lessons the 
progress of some pupils slows down at certain points. The school has a good 
overview of how each pupil is doing over time but its assessment systems do not 
show step-by step progress in each subject. Consequently, teachers do not readily 
have the information they need to help them plan lessons that challenge all the 
pupils equally and pupils are not sufficiently clear about how best to improve their 
work in each subject. 

What does the school need to do to improve further?

 Refine assessment systems to better show how individual pupils are 
progressing and use this information:
- to help teachers plan the next steps in learning
- to help pupils to know how to improve their work. 
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 Set up a suitable assessment system, in core subjects first, that will:
- show the progress that individual pupils make in lessons and 
- identify how best to move these pupils forward in their learning. 

 Promote higher standards in English through:
- a continued emphasis on the development of literacy skills, including 

writing; and by
- ensuring a more consistent approach to the delivery of this subject. 

Outcomes for individuals and groups of pupils 2
.
Achievement and enjoyment are good. The pupils say that they enjoy school. 
Parents’ questionnaires and the school’s analysis of its own questionnaires bear this 
out. Boys and girls perform equally well. The progress of pupils with learning 
difficulties and/or disabilities is good and a few make even better progress. 

Good foundations are laid in the Early Years Foundation Stage and this good rate of 
progress is maintained, so that attainment by the end of Key Stage 1 is above 
average. Pupils progress quickly in reading. 

Attainment is above average by the end of year 6, and notably so in mathematics. 
Attainment in science is also above average. While attainment in English is not as 
strong, evidence from lessons is that standards are average. Data show that 
standards in English are much better than at the time of the previous inspection. 
Pupils now make good progress in English. They write accurately and teachers stress 
the importance of good handwriting and spelling. Pupils are confident in speaking, 
reflecting the emphasis the teachers place on developing these skills. 

Attainment in information and communication technology (ICT) is average. Pupils 
acquire the skills that they need and are now ready to begin to use these skills 
across different subjects. The school’s systems for recording progress do not yet 
demonstrate clearly the levels that the pupils are attaining. 

Pupils’ learning and performance in lessons are good. They behave well, but 
occasionally in lessons a few become a little silly. This tends to be when they are not 
sufficiently clear about what they have been asked to do, or when group work is not 
sufficiently well-managed. 

Attendance is average although adversely affected by holidays taken in term- time. 
Governors have introduced a new policy aimed at improving attendance which is 
beginning to show some impact.

Pupils say that they feel safe at school. They take up the many opportunities the 
school provides to keep themselves fit and active. Pupils have good social skills. 
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These are the grades for pupils’ outcomes
Pupils’ attainment1 2

The quality of pupils’ learning and their progress 2

The quality of learning for pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities and their 
progress

2

How well do pupils achieve and enjoy their learning? 2

To what extent do pupils feel safe? 2

How well do pupils behave? 2

To what extent do pupils adopt healthy lifestyles? 2

To what extent do pupils contribute to the school and wider community? 2

Pupils’ attendance1 3

How well do pupils develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to 
their future economic well-being? 2

What is the extent of pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development?

2

How effective is the provision?

Teachers are enthusiastic and relationships with the pupils are very good. Lessons 
are challenging. Teachers have high expectations of what their classes can do. 
Teachers make good use of ICT to present interesting lessons and to make teaching 
points clear. Science lessons focus well on enjoyable, practical activities that help 
pupils to understand underlying concepts. Teaching assistants work effectively to 
support pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities in lessons.

Progress in lessons is good overall. Pupils get frequent opportunities to work in 
groups with others of similar abilities. This helps in matching work to their different 
rates of learning, but assessment systems do not yet pinpoint what each pupil needs 
to be doing next to foster their learning. Nor are systems sufficiently refined to help 
each pupil know how to improve their work. 

At times progress in lessons varies. This tends to be related to the larger class sizes 
with a range of ability, or to how effectively group work is managed. In English, 
teaching approaches are not yet fully consistent across all year groups.

Pupils are generally diligent, enthusiastic learners and many contribute well to 
lessons. Occasionally when pupils are working in groups the pace slows down when 
the teacher or an assistant leaves one group to work with another. Pupils have not 
all yet developed into independent learners.

The headteacher is reviewing the curriculum to check how effectively subjects are 
covered over time within the mixed-aged classes and to reduce any unnecessary 
repetition of work. Pupils particularly appreciate the range of sporting activities, 

                                                
1The grades for attainment and attendance are: 1 is high; 2 is above average; 3 is broadly average; 
and 4 is low
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including swimming and the trips out of school to places of interest. They talk 
enthusiastically about the themed days that extend the curriculum and broaden their 
cultural awareness, such as the French and Chinese days. The school has fostered 
links with other schools to enhance the curriculum, for example, to provide dance 
and drama. The curriculum draws well on the local rural community, with traditional 
activities such as maypole dancing. 

Arrangements for the care of the pupils are well organised. Support for the few 
vulnerable pupils is very effectively targeted and, as result, these pupils achieve well. 
Pupils and parents comment on how friendly the school is. A ‘worry box’ system has 
been set up recently to enable pupils to call on additional help from adults should it 
be required. The school council is a further channel for views, but is under-used at 
present. 

These are the grades for the quality of provision
The quality of teaching 2

The use of assessment to support learning 3

The extent to which the curriculum meets pupils’ needs, including, where 
relevant, through partnerships

2

The effectiveness of care, guidance and support 2

How effective are leadership and management?

The school has fostered very good links with parents and carers. The weekly 
newsletter is welcomed by parents as means of keeping them in touch. Parents are 
fully involved in the life of the school. For example, they lead some sessions on a 
Friday afternoon programme that introduces pupils to new hobbies and activities. 

Pupils achieve challenging targets and outcomes are consistently good. Achievement 
is celebrated throughout the school, but especially through assemblies. This is linked 
to improvements in literacy, but awards also recognise pupils’ achievements in other 
aspects of school life and in the development of social skills.

Achievement is the main focus of the new headteacher’s vision, which all staff share 
enthusiastically. In a short space of time she has made her mark. Governors provide 
effective support and challenge. Together, the headteacher and governors 
communicate an ambitious vision for the school’s continued success. They have 
worked together swiftly to improve facilities and resources to create a welcoming 
environment for learning. Robust procedures are in place to help safeguard pupils. 
Policies to promote equality are implemented effectively as evidenced by the lengths 
the school goes to ensure all pupils progress equally well, whatever their difficulties. 

The promotion of community cohesion is satisfactory. The school and pupils get 
involved well in their local community. There are fewer opportunities beyond this for 
involvement in the wider community, given the school’s geographical location. 
However, the school increasingly seeks to compensate by planning activities that 
introduce the pupils to other communities, for example, by taking the pupils further 
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afield to learn about other faith communities and through fundraising for a school in 
Ghana.

These are the grades for leadership and management
The effectiveness of leadership and management in communicating 
ambition and driving improvement

2

The effectiveness with which the school promotes equality of opportunity 
and tackles discrimination 2

The effectiveness of safeguarding procedures 2

The effectiveness of the governing body in challenging and supporting the 
school so that weaknesses are tackled decisively and statutory 
responsibilities met

2

The effectiveness of the school’s engagement with parents and carers 2

The effectiveness of partnerships in promoting learning and well-being 2

The effectiveness with which the school promotes community cohesion 3

The effectiveness with which the school deploys resources to achieve value 
for money 2

Early Years Foundation Stage

The outcomes for the children in the Early Years Foundation Stage are good. 
Children join the school with skills at expected levels for their age. They make rapid 
progress, especially in speaking and listening and in numeracy, so that by the end of 
the Reception Year children’s attainment is above the national expectations and 
above the average for the local authority. The children are taught in a mixed-age 
class with Year 1, but work is planned to meet their different needs and stages of 
development. The teacher provides a good range of interesting and challenging 
activities for the children to choose, including the use of computers, that foster 
children’s personal development and social skills well. The children play and learn 
cooperatively together. There is a good-sized base room with free-flow of activities, 
both inside and outside. The children are encouraged well to exercise choice. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage is managed effectively and children’s welfare is 
promoted well. Teaching is stimulating and the children clearly enjoy their lessons. 
The teaching assistant is used effectively to move round the groups and note what is 
being learnt. Suitable emphasis is given to assessing children’s progress, but the 
systems are at an early stage of development. Sometimes opportunities are missed 
to focus on what the children do outside to reinforce the main teaching point, or to 
intervene with individual children to move learning on. 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2

The quality of provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2

The effectiveness of leadership and management in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage 2

Overall effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage 2
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Views of parents and carers

Ofsted invited all the registered parents and carers of pupils registered at Sinnington 
Primary School to complete a questionnaire about their views of the school. If a 
parent has more than one child at the school, we ask them to record an answer 
against all the questions, for each of their children.

The inspector received 29 completed questionnaires. In total, there are 62 parents 
and carers registered at the school.

Parents are very positive about the school. Some commented on the high quality of 
teaching. They raised only a very small number of concerns, but there were no 
common issues. The points raised were: discipline at lunchtime; timeliness of 
communications from school; range of after-school clubs; use of bad language; and 
lack of instrumental tuition. 

The inspector discussed these comments with the headteacher and found no 
evidence for concern. The weekly newsletter is an important channel of 
communication. Instrumental tuition is planned for the near future. For a small 
school the range of after-school clubs is adequate. The behaviour of the children is 
good. 

Always Most of the 
time

Occasionally Never

Overall I am happy with 
my child’s experience at 
this school

29 11 2 0
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What inspection judgements mean

Grade Judgement Description
Grade 1 Outstanding These features are highly effective. An outstanding 

school provides exceptionally well for all its pupils’ 
needs. In 2007-8, 15% of schools were judged to be 
outstanding.

Grade 2 Good These are very positive features of a school. A school 
that is good is serving its pupils well. In 2007-8, 49% 
of schools were judged good.

Grade 3 Satisfactory These features are of reasonable quality. A 
satisfactory school is providing adequately for its 
pupils. In 2007-8, 32% of schools were judged 
satisfactory.

Grade 4 Inadequate These features are not of an acceptable standard. An 
inadequate school needs to make significant 
improvement to meet the needs of its pupils. Ofsted 
inspectors will make further visits until it improves. In
2007-8, 5% of schools were judged inadequate.

Common terminology used by inspectors

Attainment: the standard of the pupils’ work shown by test and 
examination results and in lessons.

Progress: the rate at which pupils are learning in lessons and over 
longer periods of time. It is often measured by 
comparing the pupils’ attainment at the end of a key 
stage with their attainment when they started.

Achievement: the progress and success of a pupil in their learning, 
training or development. This may refer to the 
acquisition of skills, knowledge, understanding or desired 
attributes. Attributes include qualities or personal 
competencies which are important to the development 
of the pupil; for example personal, social, cultural, 
emotional or health.

Capacity to improve: the proven ability of the school to continue improving. 
Inspectors base this judgement on what the school has 
accomplished so far and on the quality of its systems to 
maintain improvement.

Leadership and 
management:

the contribution of all the staff with responsibilities, not 
just the headteacher, to identifying priorities, directing 
and motivating staff and running the school.
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1 May 2009

Dear Pupils 

Inspection of Sinnington Primary School, York, YO62 6SL

I am writing to thank you for your help when I came to inspect your school and to tell 
you what I think. 

I think your school is a good school. I agree with you that it is a really friendly school. 
Your parents sent me in some letters. They told me that they are very happy with your 
school, too. 

 You make good progress. Your test results are above average: better than in many 
other schools. 

 You do really well in mathematics. 
 You are making better progress now in English. Your writing is getting better and I 

like the way you speak out clearly. However, you still need to keep working hard 
on English as this is not yet as strong as your mathematics or science. 

 You are learning some useful computer skills. 
 It is good to see lots of practical activities in science. I know you like these.
 Your behaviour is good.
 You have an interesting curriculum - that means the range of subjects and 

activities. You told me how much you enjoyed the sports, the theme days and the 
trips out. 

 The Early Years Foundation Stage is good.
 The teachers and other adults take good care of you.
 The teaching is good. That is why you are making such good progress. 

The headteacher and the governors lead your school well and will help it to improve 
even further. I have asked your headteacher to make sure you continue to get better in 
English. Also, I have asked the teachers to look really closely at how each one of you is 
doing, so that they can help you with what to learn next. You need to know exactly what 
to do to be able to improve your own work. 

Here is something you could do to help.

 Make sure you really concentrate in lessons, even when the teacher is not 
watching you or working with you. 

Yours sincerely 

Honoree Gordon
Her Majesty’s Inspector of schools, learning and skills 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance 'Complaining about inspections', which is available 
from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.


