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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by one of Her Majesty's Inspectors and an additional inspector.

Description of the school

The school serves the rural village of Peterchurch and surrounding villages. While many indicators
highlight positive social and economic factors, there are elements of rural disadvantage within
the area. Most pupils are of White British heritage and the proportion of pupils eligible for free
school meals is below average. The proportion of pupils with learning difficulties and/or
disabilities is average. Children and pupils are taught in three mixed-age classes. The school
has won a number of awards including Activemark, Healthy Schools, Eco Green Flag and
Headstart.

The Golden Valley pre-school nursery is an independent nursery on the school site. This provision
was inspected separately.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

The strong family atmosphere and supportive staff ensure that the school is good and is rightly
very highly regarded by parents. Their responses to the questionnaire were far more positive
than those usually seen. Many commented upon how their children really enjoyed school and
how disappointed their children were if they were ill and missed a day. This enjoyment is evident.
Pupils achieve well and reach above average standards. They make good progress because they
enjoy a rich and engaging curriculum, good pastoral and academic support and for some, good
and challenging teaching. Teaching is judged satisfactory overall because it is not consistently
good and some lessons are less challenging when the pace is slower. Also, in these lessons, the
quality of marking falls below the very high standard set elsewhere and it does not inform
pupils how well they are doing or how to improve.

Pupils make a good contribution to the local community and have a good understanding of
moral and eco issues. The pupil-led eco committee works closely with the school and local
community and has been influential in bringing about changes within school. Pupils have a
good understanding of culture, especially art and music, including that from other countries.
But they do not have as good an understanding of what it is like growing up in different parts
of multicultural Britain.

Pupils are very safety conscious and like to keep fit. As one pupil said, they could do both of
these at the same time when they learn to swim in their own pool, an activity which many pupils
commented was one of their favourites. Pupils are aware of how to eat healthily and use their
own produce at meal times. It was good to observe them eating garlic bread which they had
made from their very own garlic that they had grown in the vegetable plot. Other vegetables
were growing well and pupils looked forward to trying these.

Pupils have a good all-round education because many topics are covered in a cross-curricular
way and pupils are able to use skills, including good information and communication technology
(ICT) skills, in relevant and interesting topics. Work is celebrated so that, for example, pictures
of the 'pretend' wedding which pupils organised are displayed and pupils are proud to show
visitors. There is a rich variety of extra-curricular activities and these are enjoyed by pupils.
Play time is also a happy occasion with pupils playing well together and many taking additional
exercise by playing football.

Governors are highly influential within the school and work well alongside the headteacher to
ensure an improving school. The effective headteacher has ensured good progress has been
made since the previous inspection and the effective and accurate systems to evaluate the
school's provision and standards mean the school has a good capacity to carry on improving.
The school uses its resources well to ensure all pupils are able to succeed well, and most do.

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

Grade: 2

Children start school with skills that are broadly typical for their age, although their
communication, language and literacy skills are less well developed. Good induction systems,
together with the good links with the pre-school settings, ensure that children settle quickly
into school routines. Good teaching and a well-planned range of practical activities, effectively
enriched by visits and visitors to the school, capture children's interest so that they make good
progress in all areas of learning. There is a good balance between adult-led activities and those
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that children organise themselves. Children were observed using a variety of media and
construction resources to support their learning in the 'Where the wild things are' topic. The
school recognises that the outdoor area requires further development in order to extend
children's learning experiences throughout the day and has plans in place to carry out this
improvement.

Personal, social and emotional development is promoted particularly well so children quickly
gain in confidence and independence and make choices in their learning. Relationships are
good; children are well cared for in a safe, secure environment and all welfare requirements
are met. Children work and play happily together, sensibly taking turns and sharing equipment.
Leadership and management are good. Staff work well together as a team, planning and
assessment systems are good, although ongoing assessments need to be done more frequently
in order to build accurately on what children already know and can do. As children enter Year
1 they are working within the expected goals and some exceed them.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Ensure the quality of teaching is consistent with best practice in the school and that marking
constantly identifies how well pupils are doing and what they could do to improve.

■ Ensure pupils have a better understanding of what it means to be growing up in different
parts of multicultural Britain.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils enjoy school, as shown by above average attendance and good behaviour. Their good
social development means they get on well together with very few problems. The strong support
for the eco issues shows a good moral understanding of worldly issues as well as good spiritual
awareness. Art and music give a strong support for pupils' cultural development, and includes
input from performers from a range of backgrounds and disabilities which broaden pupils'
experiences and understanding of life. Pupils also learn about cultures in different countries,
including France and Egypt. However, they have less understanding of issues in a multicultural
Britain.

Pupils know how to keep safe and many were vocal on how much they enjoyed the opportunity
to learn to swim in the school's own pool. The very good enterprise and explore days, along
with good team working and good numeracy, literacy and ICT skills, helps prepare pupils
extremely well for future employment.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

The quality of teaching and learning is satisfactory because, while pupils make good progress
during their time in school, this progress is not consistent across all years as the quality of
teaching is too variable. When teaching is good, lessons are well planned to meet the interests
and needs of the pupils with clear learning intentions to ensure that pupils know what they
are expected to learn. Teaching is lively and engaging with good use of time and resources that
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effectively engages pupils' interest and promotes enjoyment. Good relationships ensure
classrooms are happy and harmonious environments, where pupils behave well and are keen
and enthusiastic about their learning.

However, evidence from pupils' books and the school's analysis of lessons shows that on
occasions pupils are not sufficiently challenged, the pace of learning is slow with some pupils
becoming restless and not achieving as well as they can. Marking is good in some books with
pupils being shown how well they are doing and given clear advice on how to improve. However,
this is also inconsistent and in some other books marking fails to adequately inform pupils how
to improve or if the work is up to the expected standard.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

A well-planned and interesting curriculum which is relevant to pupils' needs and interests
ensures that they make good progress. There is a strong emphasis on developing pupils' literacy,
numeracy and ICT skills which are used well to support learning in other subjects. Subjects are
carefully linked together, making learning more relevant, exciting and fun.

Attractive displays of pupils' work around the school celebrate their successes and boost their
self-esteem. Art work is particularly impressive including photos of pupils taking part in a
wedding which they organised. A good programme of personal, social and health education
and citizenship develops pupils' good understanding of staying safe, fit and healthy. French,
which is taught in Years 3 to 6, and special themed days extend pupils' knowledge of other
cultures, although these do not always include the wide-ranging cultures within British society.
An extensive range of school clubs, visits and visitors effectively extends pupils' learning
experiences and helps them develop their skills and talents. The 'explore days' which are
organised by governors and enterprise days give pupils a good understanding of the value of
money and the challenges in the world of work.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

Provision for pupils' personal and pastoral care is good. Staff know pupils very well and are
able to ensure they are well supported towards meeting demanding targets. Pupils' personal,
physical and emotional needs are identified and staff provide good support and help them in
learning to deal with their emotions. There are good links with outside agencies and pupils
with learning difficulties and/or disabilities are well supported by the 'shared' special educational
needs coordinator. This also makes transfer for these pupils to secondary school easier.
Safeguarding procedures comply with present requirements.

Academic support and guidance is good with effective induction procedures for children when
they arrive at school and support for pupils when they transfer to secondary school. The tracking
of pupils' attainment and progress is analysed well to evaluate levels of achievement and to
identify those who are underachieving whatever their levels of ability. Additional support is
used effectively to remedy any gaps in pupils' knowledge. Marking of pupils' work is generally
good but does not always support pupils' academic guidance.
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Leadership and management
Grade: 2

The effective headteacher, well supported by governors and senior staff, gives a strong steer
on what is needed to be done to bring about sustained improvements. The headteacher has
been particularly successful in ensuring staff remain focused and the school carries on improving
during the uncertainty while the local authority considered possible changes to schools within
the area. Monitoring the work of the school has accurately identified strengths and weaknesses,
which are being tackled, and used to formulate a suitable improvement plan which incorporates
clear success criteria. Pupils are given a strong and influential voice in helping to shape school
practice, for example their work with eco issues.

The school works well in the local community and governors are influential in ensuring they
have a good understanding of relevant community issues. For example, the school works with
local elderly residents and in removing litter from a local open area, although as yet governors
have not set up systems which enable them to evaluate the impact of their actions. Governors
hold the school to account well and identify how to carry on improving. They plan and deliver
well-received 'explore' days which give pupils a better understanding of local business and
enterprise.
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.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

2
How effective,efficient and inclusive is the provision of
education,integrated care and any extended services in meeting the
needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well being?

2The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

2How effective is the provision in meeting the needs of children in the
EYFS?

2How well do children in the EYFS achieve?

2How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the children
in the EYFS?

2How effectively are children in the EYFS helped to learn and develop?
2How effectively is the welfare of children in the EYFS promoted?
2How effectively is provision in the EYFS led and managed?

Achievement and standards

2How well do learners achieve?
2The standards1 reached by learners

2How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make progress

1Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none
significantly below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally
low.
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Personal development and well-being

2How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2The extent to which learners enjoy their education
2The attendance of learners
2The behaviour of learners
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

1How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
learners' needs?

2How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs and
interests of learners?

2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

Leadership and management

2How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

2How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

2How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
2How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination eliminated
3How well does the school contribute to community cohesion?

2How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

24 June 2009

Dear Pupils

Inspection of Peterchurch Primary School, Peterchurch, HR2 0RP

I visited your school recently with my colleague, met some of you at lunchtime and talked to
others during lessons and at break. We were very impressed with your friendliness and
helpfulness and how proud you are of your school. I thought the art work displayed around
the school and the pictures of the wedding were very good. We worked very closely with your
headteacher and governors and we agree that you attend a good school.

Your teachers and the other adults in school take good care of you. Many of you enjoy a variety
of good lessons, although we feel that more could be done to make sure all lessons are good
and that marking always helps you to improve. We have asked the school to see how they can
make this area better. You make good progress and this year's Year 6 look like reaching better
results in their tests than last year. You study a variety of subjects and the work is extended
with some good visits and clubs. I particularly enjoyed the garlic bread you had made and how
proud you were that it was made with the garlic you had grown.

You have a very good understanding of what you need to do to become healthy and many of
you take part in a variety of sports. You must be congratulated on your good attendance and
behaviour which shows how much you enjoy school.

You work well in the local community. The eco committee is very influential in school and you
enjoy studying many different cultures, including France and Egypt. We feel that the school
could do more for you to have a better understanding of what it is like for pupils of your age
living in different parts of Britain.

Your school is well led and managed and your headteacher makes sure things continue to get
better. The views of yourselves and your parents are taken into account to see how it can
improve further and your parents were very impressed with the work of the school.

We wish you well in this good and supportive school. Thank you again for your cooperation.

Michael Smith

Her Majesty's Inspector
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