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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school
This is an average size school. The vast majority of pupils are from White British backgrounds
and all speak English as their first language. Pupils come from areas of above average social
and economic circumstances. The proportion of pupils entitled to free school meals is well
below average, as is that of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities. The school
provides for children at the Early Years Foundation Stage in a Reception class.

Key for inspection grades
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4

Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3
This is a satisfactory school although there are some good elements and in the pupils’ personal
development, some outstanding features. The school’s effectiveness in the past 18 months or
so has been adversely affected by staffing turbulence and absence, some at senior level. Happily,
staffing is now much more stable and there are signs of improvement in key areas such as
teaching and learning and in pupils’ progress. However, the rate of progress needs to quicken
if the school is to become more effective quickly.
The school looks after its pupils well. ‘The school is very attentive to the children’s needs’ and,
‘My child is very happy and feels safe in school’ were typical of many parental comments. Pupils’
behaviour in class and around the school is excellent. Pupils mix easily and confidently together
and say they really enjoy coming to school and this is reflected in their outstanding attendance.
They have excellent attitudes to learning and love taking on responsibility to help in the smooth
running of the school. Pupils say they feel safe in school where relationships between each
other and with adults are excellent. They know about the importance of healthy lifestyles and
adopting safe practices.
Pupils currently in Years 1 to 6 started in Year 1 with above average standards. They make
satisfactory progress as they move through the school and by the end of Year 6 standards are
above average overall but are weaker in writing. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or
disabilities make the same satisfactory progress as other pupils. Given the above average starting
points to Year 1, pupils’ achievement in Key Stages 1 and 2 is satisfactory except for more able
pupils who are not challenged enough. This group of pupils underachieve because teaching
and learning, although satisfactory overall, and with some strengths, does not focus enough
on their particular needs. Similarly, the curriculum, while satisfactory, is not adapted well enough
to extend the more able pupils.
Leadership and management are satisfactory. After some recent disruption, the school’s
leadership team is now settled and is beginning to establish more effective systems for
monitoring and evaluating the work of the school. Better tracking systems are being used to
monitor pupils’ progress more accurately. The effectiveness of subject leadership is, however,
variable in quality and does not contribute as well as it could to school improvement. Governance
is satisfactory. The vast majority of parents have confidence in the school and appreciate the
approachability of staff. As one parent put it, ‘The staff are helpful and friendly, and encourage
a family feel to the school’.

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage
Grade: 3
Provision for children’s learning and development is satisfactory. Children currently enter the
Reception class with skills broadly typical for their age, unlike in previous years when their skills
were very highly developed. A range of enjoyable activities, both indoor and increasingly
outdoor, support their development. At times, however, the lack of a clear learning focus in an
activity inhibits children’s progress. A clearly planned approach to the teaching of reading
ensures children make good progress in this area. Opportunities for writing independently are
limited. The teaching assistant works effectively with small groups, although her skills are
sometimes underused in whole-class sessions. Children’s personal development is satisfactory.
They are extensively supported by the adults in the classroom; this enables them to succeed
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in given tasks, but reduces their ability to become independent learners. The recently developed
outdoor learning area is too restricted for children to freely access bikes and scooters to support
their physical development. By the time children move into Year 1, standards have dipped from
the above average levels seen in the past. They are now average. Leadership is satisfactory. All
staff work very hard to provide a safe and welcoming environment for the children, and the
activities are well organised and managed. There is not a consistently planned programme of
assessment based on children’s independent activities which clearly inform planning and ensure
an appropriate challenge, especially for the more able children. There is sometimes a lack of
consistency in provision because there are not enough organised opportunities for all Early
Years Foundation Stage staff to work together on planning.

What the school should do to improve further
■

■

■
■

Improve assessment and planning in the Reception class so that all children become better
independent learners.
Improve the challenge in lessons and strengthen the curriculum to raise the achievement of
more able pupils.
Raise standards in writing across the school.
Develop the role of the subject leaders so that they make a more significant contribution to
school improvement.

A small proportion of the schools whose overall effectiveness is judged as satisfactory but
which have areas of underperformance will receive a monitoring visit by an Ofsted inspector
before their next section 5 inspection.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 3
Standards are above average and pupils’ achievement is satisfactory. Pupils in Years 1 to 6
started in Year 1 with standards that were above average or better. They make satisfactory
progress as they move through the school and by the end of Year 6 standards are above average.
In the 2008 teacher assessments at the end of Year 2, standards were well above average overall,
as they had been in previous years. Given their starting points, pupils’ achievement overall was
satisfactory but higher attaining pupils failed to attain the higher L3+ grades in writing they
were capable of. Provisional test results at the end of Year 6 in 2008 indicate that standards
were above national expectations and achievement for most pupils, including pupils with
learning difficulties and/or disabilities, was satisfactory. The more able pupils did not attain
the higher Level 5 grades of which they were capable and underachieved. Standards in writing
fell markedly from previous years. The school failed to meet its statutory targets. Pupils are
currently making satisfactory but accelerating progress. Year 6 pupils are on track to achieve
the challenging targets set for them in national tests due to take place in summer 2009.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2
Pupils’ personal development is good. Their spiritual, moral and social development is
outstanding. Cultural development is good. Extended trips to France and themed African weeks
extend pupils’ awareness of other cultures. Knowledge and understanding of the cultural
diversity of modern Britain is satisfactory. Relationships throughout the school are strong and
support learning well. Residential visits in Years 4 and 6 help develop tolerance and
understanding of others. Behaviour is excellent and exclusions practically unheard of. Pupils
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mix easily and confidently together. The say there is no bullying but they know who to turn to
if they have any concerns. Initiatives such as the ‘Byerley Buddies’ provide reassurance for
others. Pupils have good opportunities to take on responsibility and exercise leadership skills,
for example as house captains, school councillors or librarians. Attitudes to learning are excellent.
Pupils say they thoroughly enjoy coming to school but would like more activities arranged for
them after school, including access to computers. They enjoy most of their lessons, especially
practical lessons, for example, in Year 6 science. Attendance is outstanding. Links with the local
community, for example through displays of pupils’ work in the area, are good. The school has
a Healthy School award and Activemark award and pupils talk knowledgably about the need
for healthy eating and taking regular exercise. They know how to keep safe. They leave school
with above average basic skills and this, along with their excellent social skills, provides a good
preparation for the next stage of learning.

Quality of provision
Teaching and learning
Grade: 3
Teaching and learning are satisfactory overall but improving. There is some good teaching,
mostly in Key Stage 2, but not enough of it is aimed at ensuring that higher attaining pupils
achieve their full potential. Where teaching is good, lessons are well planned, taking good
account of pupils’ prior attainment and providing good levels of challenge for the different
groups of ability in the class. Teaching assistants are generally well deployed and work effectively
with small groups or individuals, including pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities.
In Key Stage 1, not enough use is made of the teaching assistants’ expertise in lessons during
whole- class sessions. Marking sometimes sets useful targets which help pupils make the next
steps in learning but this is not consistent in all classes. Where lessons are satisfactory rather
than good, there is insufficient focus on planning how pupils will achieve and make progress.
Across the school, good use is made of information and communication technology (ICT) to
support learning.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 3
The curriculum is satisfactory. Although it meets the needs of most groups of learners, it does
not meet the aspirations and capabilities of more able pupils. The curriculum is adapted well
to meet the needs of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities. Some activities, such
as themed weeks and residential visits to outdoor field study centres and to France, enrich and
enliven the curriculum but are not yet clearly linked to support identified areas for school
development. The range of after-school activities to extend pupils’ learning and development
is limited. The curriculum effectively supports pupils’ personal development, particularly through
religious education and personal, social, and health education lessons.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 2
Pupils receive good pastoral support. Relationships throughout the school are very supportive
and encouraging. Pupils are happy in school and feel they are well cared for and supported.
Strong links with external agencies such as the school nurse and the local authority’s learning
support services provide good support. Effective strategies are in place to promote pupils’
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health and safety and safeguarding systems meet current requirements. Pupils with learning
difficulties and/or disabilities and other vulnerable groups receive good personal support. Good
links exist with local high schools, for example the Tea-Time club, which help ease the transition
to secondary school. Pupils receive satisfactory guidance on how to improve their work. Target
setting is used effectively in some classes and subjects, but its use is inconsistent. It does not
always help pupils to know their next steps in learning or challenge the more able pupils.

Leadership and management
Grade: 3
Leadership, management and governance are satisfactory. The recent disruption in staffing
has led to a period of stagnation which has prevented the school making enough improvement
since the previous inspection. However, this is now largely resolved and the school is settling
down. The headteacher is effectively bringing about the changes needed to ensure the school’s
effectiveness improves, but the pace of change needs to accelerate. New tracking systems,
including regular pupil progress reviews, are helping track pupils’ progress more accurately and
hold teachers to account for pupil progress. Assessment at the end of Year 2 is now more secure.
Subject leadership, some of which is new, is developing good monitoring systems to inform
judgements on how well pupils are progressing. However, as yet these have not all had sufficient
impact on raising pupils’ achievement since the last inspection. Self-evaluation systems are in
place but the outcomes tend to be over-generous in evaluating how well the school is
performing. Parents are overwhelmingly supportive of the school and its leadership and
management. The school’s contribution to community cohesion is satisfactory giving due regard
to broadening the pupils’ understanding of the local and global community and providing a
harmonious environment within school. After a period when the school stood still, it is now
improving and given the current circumstances, it has a satisfactory capacity to improve in
future.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and
grade 4 inadequate

School
Overall

Overall effectiveness
How effective,efficient and inclusive is the provision of
education,integrated care and any extended services in meeting the
needs of learners?
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection
How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well being?
The capacity to make any necessary improvements

3
No
2
3

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage
How effective is the provision in meeting the needs of children in the
EYFS?
How well do children in the EYFS achieve?
How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the children
in the EYFS?
How effectively are children in the EYFS helped to learn and develop?
How effectively is the welfare of children in the EYFS promoted?
How effectively is provision in the EYFS led and managed?

3
3
3
3
3
3

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve?
1

The standards reached by learners
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make progress

1

3
2
3
3

Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none
significantly below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally
low.
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Personal development and well-being
How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
The extent to which learners enjoy their education
The attendance of learners
The behaviour of learners
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

2
1
1
2
1
1
1
2
2

The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs and
interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

3
3
2

Leadership and management
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?
How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education
How effectively leaders and managers use challenging targets to raise standards
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination eliminated
How well does the school contribute to community cohesion?
How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities
Do procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?
Does this school require special measures?
Does this school require a notice to improve?

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
Yes
No
No
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
19 March 2009
Dear Pupils
Inspection of Byerley Park Primary School, Durham, DL5 7LE
Thank you so much for welcoming the inspection team into your school and sharing your work.
We enjoyed talking to you, especially out on the yard in the lovely warm sun! We would like to
tell you what we found on our visit. Overall, yours is a satisfactory school but one which does
some things really well.
These are the main strengths of the school.
■
■
■

■

Everyone in the school gets on very well together.
You really enjoy school and your attendance is outstanding.
Your behaviour and attitudes in lessons and around the school are excellent – you are a credit
to your parents and teachers.
The school looks after you very well.

These are the four things we think the school can work on to make improvements.
■

■
■
■

Help the children in the Reception class to become more independent by not relying on
adults so much.
Help you all to achieve higher standards in writing.
Make sure those of you with high ability achieve the very best you can.
Ensure that the teachers who have responsibility for different subjects become even more
effective in improving standards in their subjects.

You can help the school by continuing to work hard, particularly in improving your writing
skills.
Thank you once again for all your help and good luck for the future.
Joe Clark
Lead inspector

