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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two additional inspectors.

Description of the school

This is a very small school. Although there are two classes, one mainly for Key Stage 1 pupils
and the other mainly for Key Stage 2, classes are not restricted by age and pupils are able to
work alongside other pupils of similar level of attainment in different subjects. The Early Years
Foundation Stage unit provides for a small number of full-time Nursery and Reception age
children who are taught most of the day in a dedicated unit. They join Key Stage 1 pupils for
some lessons each day.

The proportion of pupils eligible for a free school meal is well below average. All pupils are
from White British backgrounds. The proportion of pupils with learning difficulties and/or
disabilities is above average. The proportion of pupils starting school and leaving at times other
than the usual start is above average.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

This is a good school. Relationships between staff and pupils are very good and pupils feel very
safe and secure in school. Parents are very supportive of school. Comments typical of many
are, ‘We are very happy with the school. Both children really enjoy going. All the staff have
been very helpful, any concerns are always sorted out’ and ‘Best school I could hope for.’

Staff know each child very well indeed and they are highly alert to their individual needs and
changing circumstances. Pupils know they can turn to adults in the school if they have any
worries and that they will get the help they need. Consequently, pupils thrive in this secure,
caring and supportive family atmosphere. Personal development is good. Pupils enjoy school
and this is reflected in their outstanding attendance. Behaviour is outstanding both in lessons
and around the school and pupils thoroughly enjoy the recently developed playground and
garden areas. Pupils appreciate the many extra activities that include plenty of music and sport.
They have a positive and knowledgeable approach to maintaining a healthy lifestyle and they
enjoy frequent exercise sessions in addition to physical education lessons. The school council
makes a good contribution to developing the school. It has been closely involved in the planning
of the recently improved playground. Older pupils especially take on responsibilities well and
enjoy taking care of younger pupils. Pupils’ good basic skills in literacy, numeracy and
information and communication technology (ICT) alongside their ability to work independently
and take on responsibilities prepare themwell for their futures and their next stage of education.
Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good overall. Pupils are highly involved
in their local community and spend time with people of different ages and backgrounds within
it. The curriculum has provided pupils with a good knowledge of people from different countries
and religions. However, pupils have limited direct contact or communication with pupils of their
own age from different backgrounds within the diverse society of modern day Britain. The
school is aware of this and there are plans to link with a school in inner London.

Pupils’ achievement is good. Pupils make good progress and all reach at least the standards
expected of them. Standards fluctuate from year to year because of the small number of pupils
in each year group. In 2008, the results of national tests showed standards were above average
and standards for current Year 6 pupils are similar. Effective teaching leads to pupils reaching
their challenging targets. Achievement in mathematics and reading is stronger than in writing.
The school has introduced a range of initiatives and approaches to teaching and the curriculum
that is raising standards and pupils’ interest in writing, especially boys. Opportunities for pupils
to practise and improve their writing when writing about topics that really interest them are
developing, but have not yet been fully exploited.

Leadership, including governance, has succeeded in raising standards and improving the quality
of provision. Strengths and weaknesses are known and actions taken to bring about
improvements are effective. The school’s standard of accommodation has been improved a
great deal, both indoors and outdoors, and provides a stimulating learning environment.
However, indoor and outdoor activities do not sufficiently build on children’s individual interests
or provide ongoing experiments and exploration in the Early Years Foundation Stage.
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Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

Grade: 2

Children enjoy their time in school. Parents very much appreciate the way the school works
and communicates with them to ensure that their children are happy, settled and ready to learn.
Children play happily alongside each other and they enjoy working with adults. From a variety
of different starting points children make good progress and most meet average standards on
entry to Key Stage 1. The small number of children in each year group means that there is some
variation from year to year in their strengths within the areas of learning. Play and learning
activities offer children a range of appropriate experiences and a good balance between activities
led by adults and those they initiate themselves. Children’s progress is tracked and this
information is beginning to be used to plan activities that meet individual needs. However,
indoor and outdoor activities do not sufficiently build on children’s individual interests or
provide ongoing experiments and exploration. There are good arrangements to ensure children’s
health and safety and statutory welfare requirements are met. Leaders understand the strengths
and weaknesses of the provision and are taking steps to make further improvements. The recent
and significant improvement in the accommodation, both indoors and outdoors, has resulted
in a spacious, well resourced learning environment.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Provide more opportunities to practise and improve writing across the subjects.
■ Develop the curriculum in Early Years Foundation Stage by following children’s own interests
and offering regular opportunities for ongoing experiments and exploration both indoors
and outdoors.

■ Provide pupils with more opportunities to engage with peers from different backgrounds to
themselves, to reflect the diversity of modern-day Britain.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Pupils’ achievement is good. Numbers in each year group are very small and results in national
assessments in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 vary a great deal from year to year. The results of
the 2008 Key Stage 1 national assessments were broadly average in writing and reading and
above average in mathematics. The 2008 national test results for Year 6 pupils were above
average overall and especially strong in mathematics and reading. Inspection evidence shows
that Standards for current Year 2 and Year 6 pupils are broadly similar to those in 2008. The
school’s assessment information and scrutiny of pupils’ work shows that pupils across the school
make good overall progress year on year as a result of good teaching. Challenging targets for
individual pupils are usually met and achievement is especially strong in mathematics. The
school recognises the need to raise standards further in writing. It has successfully introduced
a range of initiatives, such as the focus on individual pupil targets related to specific writing
skills, and the use of exciting stories and drama to encourage pupils, especially boys, to write.
These initiatives are beginning to accelerate progress in writing.

Pupils, who join the school, at times other than the usual start, settle in quickly and make
similar progress to other pupils. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make good
progress because staff provide well targeted support that allows the right balance between
providing support and developing pupils’ independence.
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Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils’ excellent attendance reflects their eagerness to come to school. Pupils enjoy learning
and they feel happy, safe and secure in school. They reveal a positive approach to maintaining
a healthy lifestyle in their discussions on healthy eating and through their involvement in many
sporting activities. Pupils make a strong contribution to the school community through, for
example, contributing their ideas to class and school expectations of behaviour and conduct.
Overall, pupils’ consideration of others and behaviour is outstanding. They benefit from many
opportunities to contribute to their local community. For example, they have attended local
parish council meetings and enjoy meeting older people from the community. As the curriculum
provides more opportunities, pupils’ knowledge and understanding of people from other
religious and cultural backgrounds across the world is widening. Although pupils have had some
opportunity to meet with other children from different backgrounds, this is not yet extended
sufficiently to reflect the diversity of modern day Britain. Pupils develop good basic skills; they
play and work together cooperatively, and are developing into independent learners. All of
these show they are well prepared for their futures.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

Very good relationships between staff and pupils mean that pupils enjoy learning and develop
into confident learners. Pupils use laptop computers confidently and they enjoy working in
groups and carrying out practical tasks. Teachers use ICT effectively to support learning and
make tasks interesting. Learning is well planned with clear learning outcomes that pupils
understand. Activities are purposeful, challenging and well-focused. Pupils’ progress is assessed
and tracked and this information is used to set individual targets for pupils that guide their
learning in literacy and mathematics. Pupils find their targets helpful in knowing what to
improve. Teachers mark pupils’ work regularly and provide useful guidance on how to improve.
Pupils make good use of this guidance and carry out improvements to their work. Pupils are
beginning to take responsibility for assessing their own and each other’s work.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

The curriculum is well focused on developing pupils’ basic skills. The school is developing an
approach to the curriculum that links learning between subjects and makes activities more
relevant and interesting to pupils. They are in the early stages of providing meaningful
opportunities to practise and improve writing through work in different subjects. A well planned
programme of visits and visitors to the school ensure that pupils learn and benefit from exciting
events. In the immediate locality, for example, a visit to a small holding that rears pigs, is used
well to provide interest and stimulation for learning.

The school works in effective partnership with local providers to ensure that pupils benefit
from a very good range of extra-curricular activities. Parents appreciate the many activities
provided for their children that include opportunities to participate in music and sport. The
school’s development of extended services is in the early stages and is beginning to engage a
high number of children in activities such as ‘break dancing’. The curriculum is well planned to
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promote pupils’ personal development. Opportunities to share thoughts and feelings in class
are well structured.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

In this small school staff know the pupils very well indeed. Staff are very watchful, of pupils’
needs and alert to their changing emotions, for example, in response to family situations. An
adult is identified as a key support worker for all pupils and pupils know there is someone they
can talk to if they need to. The high quality of relationships means that pupils feel very well
supported and secure. Most parents appreciate the additional support and guidance provided
for pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities. Good partnership with a range of local
agencies means that pupils receive the support that they need. Individual pupil targets for
attendance have helped to ensure that attendance has improved and it is outstanding.
Arrangements to ensure the safeguarding of pupils meet requirements.

Pupils’ progress is tracked and the information is used to identify and tackle potential
underachievement. Pupils have benefited from early intervention and support and caught up
where they have lagged behind, for example in their reading. Pupils benefit from helpful
guidance from their teachers when their work is marked.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

Good leadership and management ensure that staff are well focused on providing a supportive
environment in which pupils achieve well. Regular monitoring of pupils’ progress and the quality
of teaching provides leadership with a secure knowledge of the school’s strengths and the
priorities for improvement. Targets for academic progress and attendance are challenging and
individual pupil’s targets are used to accelerate progress, for example in writing.

Governors are well informed by senior leadership. They are knowledgeable and bring a very
good range of experience and skills to the role. They are closely involved in the day to day life
of the school and carry out a robust monitoring role.

Leadership, including governance, has a clear understanding of what needs to be done to
further develop the satisfactory promotion of community cohesion especially in extending
pupils’ awareness of different communities. Much is already done to develop pupils’
understanding of different cultures, religions and backgrounds within the local community and
in relation to the global community. Leaders are aware of the need to develop pupils’ awareness
of the cultural diversity of modern day Britain and plans are in place to do so.

A good capacity to improve is demonstrated in the successful ability to identify and tackle areas
of weakness such as achievement in writing and the much improved accommodation and
resources, particularly in the Early Years Foundation Stage.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

2
How effective,efficient and inclusive is the provision of
education,integrated care and any extended services in meeting the
needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well being?

2The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

2How effective is the provision in meeting the needs of children in the
EYFS?

2How well do children in the EYFS achieve?

2How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the children
in the EYFS?

2How effectively are children in the EYFS helped to learn and develop?
2How effectively is the welfare of children in the EYFS promoted?
2How effectively is provision in the EYFS led and managed?

Achievement and standards

2How well do learners achieve?
2The standards1 reached by learners

2How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make progress

1Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none
significantly below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally
low.
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Personal development and well-being

2How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2The extent to which learners enjoy their education
1The attendance of learners
1The behaviour of learners
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

2How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

2How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
learners' needs?

2How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs and
interests of learners?

2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

Leadership and management

2How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

2How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

2How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
2How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination eliminated
3How well does the school contribute to community cohesion?

2How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

13 July 2009

Dear Pupils

Inspection of Blennerhasset School, Cumbria, CA7 3RL

Many thanks for the welcome you gave to me andmy colleague when we inspected your school.

You go to a good school and are a credit to it. Your behaviour is excellent and your attendance
is outstanding. We were impressed about how much you knew about how to stay healthy and
safe. Through your school council and other community events you make a good contribution
to your local community. You respond well to good teaching and achieve well in your academic
work, especially in mathematics. Relationships between pupils and staff are very good and staff
take very good care of you so that you feel safe and secure. Leaders and governors work well
together to ensure that you are well provided for and make good progress.

We have asked leaders, including governors, to make the following improvements.

■ Enable more of you to practise and improve your writing in different subjects.
■ Develop the opportunities offered to children in the Early Years Foundation Stage to follow
their own interests and have more regular opportunities for ongoing experiments and
exploration both indoors and outdoors.

■ Provide you with more opportunities to engage with pupils from different backgrounds to
yourselves that reflect the diversity of modern day Britain.

You can help by continuing to attend school every day and take notice of the advice teachers
give you about how to improve.

Yours sincerely

Gill Salter-Smith

Lead inspector
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