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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two additional inspectors.

Description of the school

This smaller than average primary school serves a socially mixed population where the percentage
of pupils eligible for free school meals is very low compared with the national average. Children
attend a variety of nursery provisions before entering the school's Early Years Foundation Stage
at the age of 4. Most pupils are of White British heritage but 22% are from a variety of minority
ethnic groups and 7% speak English as an additional language. The school has an integrated
resource for ten pupils with statements of special educational needs relating to physical
difficulties and complex medical needs, but currently only three of these places have been
taken. The percentage of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities is below the national
average but the proportion of pupils with statements is well above the national average. The
school has been awarded the Healthy Schools Award and the Standard for FinancialManagement
in schools.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

This is a good and improving school. It has significant strengths. It gives outstanding care,
guidance and support to all its pupils, including those supported by the integrated resource
for pupils with physical difficulties and complex medical needs. Also outstanding are the spiritual
development of the pupils and their commitment to a healthy lifestyle. Good progress has been
made since the previous inspection to tackle some weak teaching and declining standards.
Standards are now above average and pupils' achievement is good overall. This demonstrates
the school's good capacity to improve. Parents have positive views about the school's provision
and typically report that, 'the school has a very caring ethos, developing the whole child, socially
and emotionally as well as academically in an inclusive environment'.

The school has effectively and systematically tackled the need to improve standards for all year
groups, from the Early Years Foundation Stage to Year 6. Pupils currently at the end of Key
Stage 2 have not had the opportunity to benefit from good quality provision for all their time
in school. As a result, their writing skills, traditionally weak on entry to the school, are less
secure than those in mathematics and science though they are improving. By the end of Year
6 overall standards are above the national average and achievement is good. Standards are
higher in mathematics and science than in English largely because a much smaller number of
pupils reach the above average levels in writing.

The school is well led and managed and governors are very supportive and well informed. The
leadership team and subject managers have grown in strength and confidence as the introduction
of team working has become more effective. The monitoring of teaching, the use of data about
pupils' progress and effective professional development have significantly improved teaching.
The quality of teaching is now good, although in Key Stage 2 pupils are not always sufficiently
involved in active and practical tasks in lessons. This means that learning for all groups of pupils
is not always as effective as it should be.

The outstanding care, guidance and support provided by the school reflect its aims and provide
a strong foundation on which to improve provision. The previous report identified pastoral care
as stronger than academic guidance but the development of detailed assessment and tracking
systems means that staff now know all pupils very well and can give them the help and academic
support that they need. A full range of strategies to meet the specific needs of pupils, including
those with learning difficulties and/or disabilities and those who speak English as an additional
language, ensures good progress. The personal development and well-being of pupils is good.
Pupils behave well, enjoy school and are enthusiastic about carrying out their various
responsibilities. Their extensive work in relation to Fairtrade and ecology gives them a good
understanding of communities locally and beyond school. This prepares pupils well for their
future economic well-being and makes a good contribution to community cohesion.

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

Grade: 2

Children enter the Reception class with skills in line with the expectations for their age in most
areas of learning with the exception of writing and linking sounds and letters, which are weaker.
Children settle quickly into Reception as transition arrangements are very good and they are
very well cared for. They feel safe and confident in school. They achieve well in all areas of
learning, including their personal, social and emotional development. Levels of attainment have
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improved andmost pupils now exceed the expectations for their age by the end of the Reception
year because teaching is good. Staff work effectively as a team to deliver a well planned
curriculum. They have high expectations of children and set challenging targets.

Leadership and management are good and have identified the correct priorities to ensure
progress. Planning is good and meets the needs of all children including those with learning
difficulties and/or disabilities. Staff make good use of alternative outdoor areas in the
playground and local park to offset the limitations of the Reception outside area. Parents feel
welcome in school and workshops help them to learn how to support their children's early
literacy and numeracy skills. They are very positive about the provision and typically say, 'Staff
take time and care over every child. It is an excellent school that welcomes children and their
families. It has created a learning community that is second to none and children really love
their school'.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Improve the standard of writing of more able pupils in Key Stage 2 to help them to attain
the above average levels in English.

■ Ensure teachers in Key Stage 2 involve pupils in active and practical tasks in lessons so they
always learn effectively.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Standards are above the national average by the end of Key Stage 1 in reading, writing and
mathematics and a significant percentage of pupils attain the above average levels in each
subject. Pupils in Key Stage 1 have had the benefit of the improved provision in the Early Years
Foundation Stage. Standards in Key Stage 2 have risen in recent years and pupils attain standards
above the national average in English, mathematics and science. Achievement overall by the
end of Year 6 is good but it is stronger in mathematics and science where the proportion of
pupils attaining the above average levels is significantly better than in English, particularly in
writing. This is because school initiatives to improve standards in writing have not had time to
fully impact on upper Key Stage 2. Challenging targets are met throughout the school except
in writing. Although pupils make good progress overall in relation to their average attainment
on entry to the school, progress slows a little in a few lessons in Key Stage 2, when there are
fewer practical activities provided. Overall boys achieve as well as girls. Those pupils who have
learning difficulties and/or disabilities, including those in the resource provision, and those
learning English as an additional language also achieve well.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good overall. Their spiritual
development is outstanding as pupils respond positively to themany opportunities for reflection.
They have a strong sense of right and wrong and behave well although a small minority need
additional support to manage their feelings. Pupils are considerate of others and older pupils
support younger ones through the system of 'pastoral families' where small groups of mixed
age pupils have lunch together and befriend each other around the school. Attendance is good
and pupils enjoy their learning. Pupils eagerly take responsibility in school and in the wider
community. They have a good understanding of what it means to be a global citizen through
the work of the eco group and strong links with Cafod and Fairtrade. Pupils fully understand
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the democratic process. They believe that they are listened to and can influence change. Pupils
feel safe in school, trust adults and say, 'There's always someone to go to, who sorts out any
problems'. Pupils participate enthusiastically in physical activity including 'Fit for the world
week' and 'Wake up and Shake up.' They have an outstanding understanding of the importance
of leading a healthy lifestyle and choose to eat healthy meals in school. Opportunities to manage
their own budgets for the healthy tuck shop and fundraising for new playground equipment
prepare them well for their future economic well-being.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

Pupils achieve well as there are high expectations of learning and relationships are very good
throughout the school. In most lessons there is good pace and challenge and questioning is
used very effectively to enable pupils to extend their thinking and understanding. Work is
effectively marked and clearly indicates how pupils can improve their performance. In most
classes there is an emphasis on developing independent learners who can direct their own
learning and work very effectively in groups on practical activities. In these lessons pupils enjoy
their learning and are well motivated. However, in satisfactory lessons where pupils do not
have enough active or practical tasks they are sometimes distracted and make less progress.
Teachers make use of the excellent assessment data to enable them to plan lessons to meet
the needs of all pupils regardless of ability. Teachers make good use of skilled teaching assistants
who are flexible and can support pupils very effectively in a variety of learning situations.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

The school uses its staff and specialists from outside school to provide a rich, balanced and
inclusive curriculum with a good variety of well attended after-school clubs. Pupils in the
integrated resource for pupils with physical difficulties and complex medical needs have full
access to all aspects of the curriculum. A new cross-curricular approach is in the process of
being developed. Although working well in history and religious education, opportunities to
incorporate different forms of writing and information and communication technology (ICT)
in other subjects are more limited. Well planned educational visits further support the curriculum.
A good range of focus activity days and weeks involving the whole school, for example 'Fit for
the world week', contributes effectively to developing pupils' good social and emotional skills.
There is a strong focus on outdoor education supported by the work of the eco group that has
planted a new orchard and wildlife area.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 1

The school provides an outstanding level of care, guidance and support, firmly reflected in the
school's highly inclusive and very caring ethos. The very high standard of care is a significant
factor in pupils' enjoyment of school, their sense of well-being and the good progress they
make. Pupils in the integrated resource are a very valued part of the school community and
extremely well cared for. Child protection and safeguarding procedures are securely in place
and arrangements for health and safety are robust. A strong team of skilled teaching assistants
work closely with teachers to help pupils overcome any barriers to learning. Close links with a
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wide range of agencies enhance this support further. Teachers know their pupils' needs
exceptionally well and their progress is carefully monitored and tracked to ensure successful
steps in their learning. Pupils know how well they are progressing and how they can improve
their work. Very good arrangements support effective transition to high school. Most parents
agree that their children are well cared for and safe in school and appreciate the steps taken
to improve communication between home and school.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

Good leadership and management have enabled the school to make good progress since the
previous inspection when it was judged to be satisfactory. An excellent collaboration with
several local schools to share good practice has also made an important contribution to progress.
The headteacher and her team, supported by the governors, have tackled unsatisfactory teaching
and good appointments have been made to ensure that pupils are able to learn and achieve
well. School self-evaluation is well understood and accurate. Managers are accountable for
their areas of responsibility, monitor progress and report back to colleagues and governors.
This has resulted in good strategies to improve the teaching and effective systems to track and
monitor the progress of pupils. The impact of this work is seen in rising standards throughout
the school. The development of a new collaborative management structure has supported the
improvements well. It has provided a team approach to the curriculum and ensured that new
ideas are carefully considered, trialled and understood by all staff who have a shared vision of
excellence for all pupils. This includes the high priority given to equality of opportunity and
inclusion that is demonstrated throughout the school and in the integrated resource for pupils
with physical difficulties and complex medical needs. Provision for community cohesion is good.
It is well planned and enables pupils to have experience of a range of different communities.
There are excellent links to a local mosque where pupils and their families have been welcomed
while work on Fairtrade introduces pupils to communities with very different economies and
traditions. Resources are well used to ensure very good support in class, improving
accommodation, books and equipment to support the curriculum. The school provides good
value for money.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

2
How effective,efficient and inclusive is the provision of
education,integrated care and any extended services in meeting the
needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well being?

2The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

2How effective is the provision in meeting the needs of children in the
EYFS?

2How well do children in the EYFS achieve?

2How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the children
in the EYFS?

2How effectively are children in the EYFS helped to learn and develop?
2How effectively is the welfare of children in the EYFS promoted?
2How effectively is provision in the EYFS led and managed?

Achievement and standards

2How well do learners achieve?
2The standards1 reached by learners

2How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make progress

1Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none
significantly below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally
low.
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Personal development and well-being

2How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
1The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2The extent to which learners enjoy their education
2The attendance of learners
2The behaviour of learners
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

2How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

2How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
learners' needs?

2How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs and
interests of learners?

1How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

Leadership and management

2How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

2How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

2How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
2How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination eliminated
2How well does the school contribute to community cohesion?

2How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

On behalf of the inspection team I would like to thank you for making us so welcome in your
school. You were all very helpful and polite and showed a lot of enthusiasm for your work. I
admired the very interesting displays of your work, particularly the Year 6 work on graffiti and
the wonderful corridor story of 'The day the school flooded'. I wonder what will happen next
in that story. It really is very exciting!

I think that your headteacher and the staff all work hard to make your school effective. You
attend a good school and it is improving. The staff look after you extremely well and you feel
safe and happy in school. Your spiritual development is outstanding. You make good progress,
standards are above average in English, mathematics and science and you are achieving well.
Teachers make sure that they involve you in a lot of interesting activities and visits, including
the Year 5 visit to the Victorian hamlet at Abbeydale and the Year 1 visit to 'The Deep'.

Your behaviour is good so you are able to listen and learn. I noticed that you usually take care
of each other so that you can all enjoy school. Your attendance is good and your knowledge
and understanding of how to stay healthy is outstanding. You make very healthy choices and
know how to stay safe. You make the most of all the exciting activities the school provides
including all the musical, sport and creative opportunities. I enjoyed listening to the choir at
the end of the school day. I was also impressed by how much you know about Fairtrade and
your work in the eco group.

One of the reasons for my visit was to see how your school can improve. I have asked teachers
to help pupils in Key Stage 2 who are quick learners to improve their writing to help them attain
higher levels in English at the end of Year 6. I have also asked the school to ensure that teachers
in Key Stage 2 involve pupils in more practical work so they can learn more effectively. You
can help by making sure you concentrate well in all lessons.
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