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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two additional inspectors.

Description of the school

St Bernadette's is a small Catholic primary school, with Early Years Foundation Stage provision
in a Nursery and Reception class. Most pupils are from White British backgrounds, and a small
number are from minority ethnic backgrounds. A small proportion of pupils speak English as
an additional language. The number of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities is
lower than average. There is a breakfast club and after-school club on site, both of which are
managed independently.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

St Bernadette's Catholic Primary School is a good school. The school is welcoming, very caring
and helps its pupils to reach an outstanding level of personal development and well-being.
Pupils are very happy in school, as recognised by parents, one of whom commented, 'My children
just can't wait to go every day.' Judging by the high attendance level, many pupils share this
feeling. Their behaviour is immaculate, they are polite and respectful to each other and adults,
and they enjoy their learning activities and the many challenges and opportunities given to
them. They have a long list of all that they enjoy in school, and are pleased with the extensive
responsibilities they are given. An active school council proposes improvements, such as shelters
for parents waiting for their children. There is a high level of care for pupils, especially those
with learning difficulties and/or disabilities. A significant number of parents commented on
how well the school provides for the most vulnerable and needy pupils. As one parent said,
'Our family is very proud of St Bernadette's.' All pupils are treated equally and fairly in a strongly
inclusive ethos. The school makes a good contribution to community cohesion, especially in
the local church community. The overwhelming sense of belonging and friendship are
symptomatic of the outstanding spiritual, moral, social and cultural development in the school.

Most pupils, including those with learning difficulties and/or disabilities, make good progress
and achieve well. They enjoy a particularly good start to their education in the Nursery and
Reception classes. Standards are above average in reading, mathematics and science when
pupils leave the school. In writing, nearly all pupils reach at least average standards, but for
some time the school has been frustrated by the smaller than expected number who reach
above average levels. A number of stimulating strategies for improvement have been introduced
this year, which are showing early signs of success; writing, especially by older pupils, is clearly
becoming more accurate and imaginative. Better assessment and tracking of pupils' progress
is helping improvement but the school knows that this must now become thoroughly embedded
in all classes. The school has already proved that it has a good capacity to improve; for example,
by the successful raising of standards in mathematics in the last three years. Standards and
progress, especially in speaking and information and communication technology (ICT), are
being enhanced by a good and developing curriculum, where several exciting new initiatives
are being introduced. Extra-curricular clubs, especially in sport, and many enrichment
opportunities, also give a strong stimulus to learning.

The inspection confirmed the opinion of many parents that the teachers are dedicated and
treat each pupil as unique. Relationships with pupils are very good, and teaching is enhanced
by good contributions from well-trained teaching assistants. School leaders monitor the
effectiveness of teaching regularly, and offer good support and advice to improve practice.
However, the high quality teaching seen in a few classes is not yet sufficiently reflected across
the school as a whole. The headteacher is an effective leader, a very good teacher, and a good
male role model for the pupils. He leads several highly motivated teams of managers who are
rapidly expanding their responsibilities and share the same strong drive for improvement. The
governors, led by an experienced and decisive chair, make a strong contribution to the
management of the school. They know the school well, are prepared to challenge, and ensure
that the school gives good value for money.

5 of 12Inspection Report: St Bernadette's Catholic Primary School, 5–6 March 2009



Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

Grade: 2

The wide range of ability on entry means that many children arrive with skill levels lower than
expected for their age. Good teaching provides the children with a fine start to their education
and they make good progress in the Early Years Foundation Stage. The early identification of
their abilities and the full involvement of parents help the children to settle in quickly.
Procedures to help children become familiar with their surroundings ensure that well-planned
transitions are successful into both the Nursery and Reception. By the time they leave their
Reception Year, many reach, and some exceed, their expected goals. The positive relationships
that exist in the school ensure children are happy, enjoy their learning and quickly grow in
independence and confidence. The personal development and well-being of children in the
Early Years Foundation Stage are outstanding. Assessment is a shared responsibility and all
adults contribute to developing a comprehensive system which records and tracks the progress
of each child. The children gain a good introduction to ICT and find this aspect particularly
enjoyable. There are opportunities to learn through play both indoors and out. The outdoor
play area has been improved and provides a stimulating resource. The leadership and
management of the Early Years Foundation Stage are good, and leaders have an accurate view
of its strengths and how to plan for improvement.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Improve the consistency of teaching and learning across the school by a more robust
monitoring of teaching skills and an increased sharing of existing good practice.

■ Build upon recent improvements in assessment and the monitoring of pupils' progress to
ensure that all pupils reach the standards in writing of which they are capable.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Standards throughout the school are above average in mathematics, reading and science and
are satisfactory, and improving, in writing. These standards reflect the results of the most recent
national tests in 2008, when the school was disappointed at the low number of pupils gaining
above average levels in writing at the end of Year 2 and Year 6. The school has taken decisive
and swift action for improvement, and sought support and advice in order to raise writing
standards. This is proving to be successful, as there is substantial evidence of improved writing
in nearly all classes, particularly in Years 5 and 6. The school has concentrated successfully in
the last three years on raising standards in mathematics. Achievement and progress are good
throughout the school for most pupils although there remain a small number who have not
done as well as they could in writing. Much improved and more frequent assessment of pupil
progress is contributing to better achievement, although this is not wholly consistent in all year
groups. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make good, and occasionally
outstanding, progress because staff respond expertly to their needs.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 1

From the early morning sessions of 'brain gym' and activities such as the maths club, to their
clubs at the end of the day, pupils show great enthusiasm and enjoyment of their school lives.
Pupils from all years describe the school glowingly, as 'brilliant', 'perfect' and even 'spontaneous'.
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Relationships between pupils and with adults are excellent. Pupils have great confidence in all
adults in the school, saying, 'We can talk to any teacher if we have a problem.' This helps them
to feel very safe in school. A great strength of the school is pupils' spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development, which is excellent. Pupils have outstanding attitudes to learning, and
take much delight in celebrating their own achievements and those of others. This was seen in
an assembly, attended by many parents, where pupils won prizes for their contributions to
World Book Day. Pupils' behaviour and attitudes to learning are of a very high standard. They
work and play very well together and try hard to do their best. Pupils, especially those on the
school council, delight in their contributions to both the school and a number of charities, such
as Guide Dogs for the Blind, and Missionaries Abroad. They enjoy many opportunities for
extra-curricular activities, especially sport, including the use of the new cross-country trail.
Pupils understand very well the need for a healthy lifestyle, and try hard to put this into practice.
Their skills in basic subjects, good self-confidence, independence and responsible attitudes,
ensure that they are well prepared for their future lives.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

The quality of teaching is good overall, varying from satisfactory to outstanding. The best is
distinguished by varied teaching methods, where teachers provide good opportunities for pupils
to develop independence as well as teamwork. This helps pupils build their self-confidence and
verbal fluency and benefit from work which is well planned for their needs. The skilled teaching
assistants play a valuable role assisting pupils in class or when working with specific groups
with particular learning needs. All classes are well managed, which is clearly shown in the
excellent behaviour of pupils everywhere. Some teachers make sure that the more-able pupils
and those with particular talents are challenged by activities that extend their thinking. On
occasions, not enough is asked of pupils, and opportunities to question them about their
learning are missed. Resources such as interactive whiteboards are used creatively to make
lessons exciting and to engage pupils' interest. In a science lesson in Year 1, pupils were able
to correctly identify a wide range of materials, classify their properties and experiment with
those where shape could be changed. The pupils show enthusiasm when using computers which
helps their learning and their writing. Improved systems for tracking pupils' progress are in
place and teachers' planning indicates that better progress is now taking place in writing. In
all lessons good relationships ensure that pupils are responsive and cooperate well with each
other.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

The school is working successfully to provide a stimulating and varied curriculum. This has
resulted in a redesigned, creative curriculum which places more emphasis on dance, drama, and
design and technology, and includes a multicultural week. Priorities for this year are the provision
of foreign language teaching and the introduction of the international curriculum. These
initiatives are being driven by an enthusiastic management team of teachers covering all year
groups. The school offers good enrichment opportunities through outside educational visits
and its many visitors such as an environmental theatre group. The school strongly promotes
the equality of all groups of pupils, and inclusion throughout the curriculum. The development
of enterprise skills is helping pupils in Year 6 to improve their education for life. Good provision
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is also made for a number of traditional Catholic celebrations throughout the year. Literacy,
numeracy and ICT skills are being used increasingly to enhance the curriculum.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

The school cares for, guides and supports its pupils very effectively, reflecting the shared values
and ethos of the community. Rigorously implemented procedures are in place for safeguarding
children. Teachers and teaching assistants provide valuable support to those pupils who need
additional help with their work, and agencies of a wide range give excellent guidance to staff,
so that academic and personal support is directed to maximum effect. The support for pupils
with learning difficulties and/or disabilities is particularly good. The school has good procedures
for supporting looked-after children. Assessment information about pupils and its use in
teachers' planning have both improved since the last inspection. Teachers' marking now gives
helpful advice to pupils so that through it most know how they are doing and what they need
to do to do better. Pupils' regular self-assessment is also helping their progress. Parents value
the regular information they receive in the home/school liaison diaries. These give information
about children's progress towards their targets, and how parents might help them.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

The school is led effectively by the headteacher who ensures that everyone, including pupils,
has an effective voice in the management of the school. He has an accurate overview of all in
the school, which helps leaders to share school priorities for improvement, and to promote high
quality care. Parents are especially appreciative of his very positive interaction with pupils. He
is supported by increasingly effective teams of leaders, and a talented assistant headteacher
who has a number of important responsibilities. School managers are relishing their enhanced
roles in developing new initiatives and strategies for improving standards and widening the
curriculum. The governing body, led strongly by a new chair, knows the school very well, and
challenges leaders consistently on the school's performance. It is also successful in ensuring
the school gives good value for money. The school has met challenging but realistic targets for
most pupils for several years, and is now 'raising the bar' through higher expectations; action
taken to implement this is already helping improvement. School leaders are involved in the
regular monitoring of teaching and learning and have identified a few areas for improvement.
However, insufficiently robust action is being taken to ensure that this results quickly in better
teaching and learning. This is reflected in the school's self-evaluation, which although good
overall, does not yet analyse the impact of actions taken for improvement sharply enough.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

2
How effective,efficient and inclusive is the provision of
education,integrated care and any extended services in meeting the
needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

1Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well being?

2The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

2How effective is the provision in meeting the needs of children in the
EYFS?

2How well do children in the EYFS achieve?

1How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the children
in the EYFS?

2How effectively are children in the EYFS helped to learn and develop?
2How effectively is the welfare of children in the EYFS promoted?
2How effectively is provision in the EYFS led and managed?

Achievement and standards

2How well do learners achieve?
2The standards1 reached by learners

2How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make progress

1Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none
significantly below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally
low.
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Personal development and well-being

1How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

1The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
1The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
1The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
1The extent to which learners enjoy their education
1The attendance of learners
1The behaviour of learners
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

2How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

2How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
learners' needs?

2How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs and
interests of learners?

2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

Leadership and management

2How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

2How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

2How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
2How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination eliminated
2How well does the school contribute to community cohesion?

2How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

9 March 2009

Dear Pupils

Inspection of St Bernadette's Catholic Primary School, Walsall, WS8 6HX

We very much enjoyed our recent visit to your school. You all made us very welcome, and we
were very impressed by your politeness, excellent behaviour and very good attendance and by
how much you enjoyed school. The way in which you go about your own personal development
is outstanding. I especially enjoyed my chat with the school council, and our discussion about
spontaneous combustion! We were also pleased that your parents like the school, your
headteacher and the teachers so much. They think that you are all very well cared for, and that
you are learning and achieving well. We agree with them.

You go to a good school and reach good standards in most of your work by the time you leave.
Your standard of writing is not quite so good, and we are pleased that your teachers have found
new ways to help you improve it. It was good to hear from some of you older ones that you
are now enjoying your writing much more. Try to keep that up, and practise as often as you
can, even at home.

Your school is well led andmanaged by some very keen teachers, teaching assistants, governors
and the headteacher, who all want you to do as well as possible. It was nice to hear how pleased
you were with the new cross-country track.

We have suggested that the school could get even better, with your help, by:

■ supporting your teachers in making your learning as good as it can be in all classes
■ helping you all to improve your writing and reach the standards we think you can.

Good luck to everyone.

Yours faithfully

Rod Braithwaite

Lead inspector
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