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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors. The inspectors evaluated the
overall effectiveness of the school and investigated the following issues:

■ How much progress have pupils made in the last year, especially in writing?
■ Is self-evaluation thorough and precise enough to move the school forward?
■ What are the strengths and weaknesses in teaching and learning and what impact does this
have on pupils' progress?

■ The quality of provision for children in the Children Centre.

Other aspects of the school's work were not investigated in detail, but the inspection found
no evidence to suggest that the school's own assessments, as given it its self-evaluation, were
not justified, and these have been included in this report.

Description of the school

Stockwell School is larger than most primary schools. It shares its site with a Children's Centre
that is based in new, state-of-the-art, purpose-built accommodation. The Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS) is made up of the Children's Centre and the Nursery and Reception classes. The
school and EYFS serve a very ethnically diverse community. The percentage of pupils learning
English as an additional language is very high andmany are at an early stage of English language
acquisition. There are a few looked after children and several refugees and asylum seekers on
roll. The percentage of pupils eligible for free school meals is well above the national average.
The proportion of pupils with learning difficulities and/or disabilities is broadly average. The
majority of these have either speech and communication difficulties or moderate learning
difficulities. The school holds both the Healthy Schools Award and the Basic Skills Quality Mark.
Since April 2007 the school, and its leaders, have been working closely in a 'soft' federation
with another local primary school. The two schools share the same headteacher but have
separate governing bodies.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 1

A parent's comment sums up the views of many others, including the inspectors, when they
wrote, 'This is really a very good school - everyone should come here.' The school's leaders and
managers are never complacent, and have built successfully upon the outstanding provision at
the last inspection. As a result, pupils' academic and personal developments are exceptional
and have been for the last few years. Parents are overwhelmingly positive about the school
and what it provides for their children. Typically, one parent wrote, 'Stockwell Primary is a
fantastic school with excellent opportunities for the children. They are supported and encouraged
to push their personal boundaries.'

The outstanding headteacher, with excellent support and teamwork of the staff, have established
a very special school in this inner city setting. Parents have described it as a 'village community'
with 'lots of good vibes.' Pupils feel extremely safe and valued. Relationships are excellent with
each other and staff. Pupils know they have influence and speak with enthusiasm and pride
about the fund raising activities organised by the school council and their role as peer mediators.
Pupils and parents appreciate the exemplary pastoral care provided. One parent echoed the
views of others and wrote, 'The school makes sure that every child's needs are well taken care
of, be it special or not.' Vulnerable pupils are very carefully nurtured to be confident and happy
learners. Behaviour is impeccable and has improved since the last inspection, due to projects
such as 'Second Steps'. This helps pupils to resolve their own conflicts, be assertive andmanage
their emotions. Pupils are mature and responsible, taking the initiative when they see someone
in difficulty or distress. In spite of the school's very vigorous efforts to improve attendance, it
remains stubbornly just below the national average. This is because a significant minority of
families take holidays during school time. This does not reflect the love of school and industrious
attitude to work of the great majority of pupils. Their spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development are outstanding.

From starting points in Year 1, that are well below the expected level, pupils of all backgrounds
and abilities make exceptionally good progress. By the end of Year 2, assessments show that
standards are broadly average, although writing, especially for boys, is weaker than reading
and mathematics. Throughout Key Stage 2, pupils build on their earlier success and, by the end
of Year 6, standards are above average. They are well above average in mathematics, but a
continued weakness in writing means that English standards are not quite so high. In science,
the pupils perform well. Last year, staff introduced more intensive and focused support to help
pupils, especially boys, write independently and at length and this has met with some success.
Older pupils are improving and are on course to meet increasingly challenging targets. However,
their success and the efforts to raise writing standards for younger pupils are hindered by adults
who do not always model good language and sentence structures.

The keys to pupils' excellent achievement are the outstanding teaching, curriculum and very
effective academic support and guidance. Teaching has improved since the last inspection
because of the successful sharing of good practice between staff and a rigorous programme
of monitoring of lessons and support. Teaching is characterised by interesting and engaging
activities. These are backed up by positive relationships and clear and high expectations.
Teachers are good at matching work to pupils' individual needs, based on the very thorough
tracking of their achievements. Marking has improved, and consistently provides pupils with
guidance on how to improve their work. There are increasing opportunities for pupils to assess
their own learning by reflecting on their work. Staff carefully monitor pupils' progress and
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those in need of support are quickly identified and given effective help. The skilled teaching
assistants contribute very well to pupils' progress, especially those learning English as an
additional language.

Stockwell Primary is a community of learners. A governor described it as taking 'learning into
the family and the family into the school'. There are excellent links with parents and outside
agencies that support pupils' achievement. The staff continually reach out to the wider
community for support. This is typified by efforts to engage with fathers through the 'Dad's
Matter' and 'The Art of Fatherhood' sessions that took place during the 'Father's DayWeekend'.
There is an exceptional range of visits, visitors, clubs and after school activities that contribute
significantly to pupils' achievements. The school's federation with another local school has
enabled Stockwell pupils to meet different groups of pupils and, for example, to enjoy a day
of music together.

Parents' comments show they particularly value the work of the headteacher whose
determination to make continual improvements is matched by that of the strong team of staff
she has established. Together, they have a very clear view of the school's strengths and
weaknesses through their rigorous monitoring and evaluation. Their strong teamwork, and the
collaborative management systems in place, have enabled staff to take on new roles and
responsibilities, within the new federation, with no faltering in the excellent provision. Governors
are committed and knowledgeable and offer a good balance of support and challenge to school
leaders. Governors have played a full part in driving improvement, which is one reason that the
school is extremely well placed to improve further.

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

Grade: 2

Children are well looked after in the EYFS and flourish within the good quality environment of
the Children's Centre. Staff in the Centre, Nursery and Reception are good at noting children's
achievements and using this information to plan future activities. However, information recorded
by staff in the Centre tends of be more descriptive than evaluative. As a result, some of their
plans lack precision and this reduces children's learning. Throughout the EYFS provision, the
partnership with parents is strong. This provides good support for children's learning.
Management of the Centre and the school based EYFS is good. In both places, clear policies
for children's care and welfare are closely followed by staff. The recently introduced August
opening of the Nursery, aimed at easing the transition from the Centre, has been very successful
and much appreciated by parents. Attainment on entry to the Nursery is very low. Staff have
a secure understanding of how young children learn and plan a good range of interesting
activities that cover all areas of learning both indoors and outside. These draw on a good balance
between adult-directed sessions and those where children make their own choices. The good
organisation of the adults ensures that all groups of children across the EYFS benefit from
skilled support. Staff are good at involving children in their work and developing their
comprehension though their interactions. However, the adults do not consistently model the
correct pronunciation of words, or correct sentence structure, and this hinders children's
learning. By the end of Reception, a large majority of children still fall short of the expected
goals for their age, because of their weak starting points.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Improve standards in writing, particularly by consistently modelling good language and
sentence structures in younger classes.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

1
How effective,efficient and inclusive is the provision of
education,integrated care and any extended services in meeting the
needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

1Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well being?

1The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

2How effective is the provision in meeting the needs of children in the
EYFS?

2How well do children in the EYFS achieve?

2How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the children
in the EYFS?

2How effectively are children in the EYFS helped to learn and develop?
2How effectively is the welfare of children in the EYFS promoted?
2How effectively is provision in the EYFS led and managed?

Achievement and standards

1How well do learners achieve?
2The standards1 reached by learners

1How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners

1How well learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make progress

1Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none
significantly below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally
low.
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Personal development and well-being

1How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

1The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
1The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
1The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
1The extent to which learners enjoy their education
3The attendance of learners
1The behaviour of learners
1The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

1How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

1How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
learners' needs?

1How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs and
interests of learners?

1How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

Leadership and management

1How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

1How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

1How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
1The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
1How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination eliminated
1How well does the school contribute to community cohesion?

1How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

1The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

30 September 2008

Dear Pupils

Inspection of Stockwell Primary School,London,SW9 9TG

Thank you for welcoming me to your school. I think it must be wonderful to go to such an
outstanding school. Our judgement matches how you and your parents feel about the school.
There are so many good things that I cannot write about all of them, but these are the most
important.

■ There is an exceptionally strong community. Parents, community workers and outside agencies
work very closely with the school to provide you with a high quality education.

■ You are all making excellent progress because teachers are very good at helping you to learn.
You do particularly well in mathematics.

■ You are growing up to be mature, sensible, caring and confident. I was particularly impressed
by your excellent behaviour.

■ The adults keep a very careful eye on everyone and make sure that if anyone needs extra
help they get it.

■ The school gives you very exciting opportunities for learning in lessons and in the many clubs
you can join.

■ The headteacher, assistant headteachers, staff and governors manage the school very well
and have good plans in place to enable it to continue to improve.

Even an outstanding school like yours can always improve. I have agreed with the staff that
they will carry on helping you improve your standards in writing, by showing you how to write
good sentences and by speaking clearly so that you can copy their good example.

Finally, I would like to thank you once again for all your help. I wish you well in the future.

Yours sincerely

David Whatson

Lead Inspector
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