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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by one of HerMajesty's Inspectors and two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

St Joan of Arc is a primary school that is larger than average. It serves three Roman Catholic
parishes. Almost two thirds of all pupils are from minority ethnic groups and almost one third
speak English as an additional language. The proportion of pupils who have learning difficulties
and/or disabilities is close to the national average. The school offers Early Years Foundation
Stage provision in Nursery and Reception classes. The privately run St Joan of Arc Extended
School operates from the school's site and offers a range of after school activities.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

St Joan of Arc is a good school. Many things have improved in the three years since the last
inspection and a number of aspects of the school's work are now excellent. Perhaps most
notably, all aspects of the Early Years Foundation Stage are now outstanding, providing children
with a superb start to their education. The school also makes an excellent contribution to
community cohesion. The headteacher is providing very clear leadership and direction. This is
a school that is driving for excellence; it is very well placed to continue its improvement. As
one parent wrote, 'The school constantly surprises me with its ongoing improvements. It provides
an excellent environment for my two children's education, which is to a consistently high
standard'.

Leaders have rightly focused much of their attention on developing the quality of teaching
and learning. The large majority of lessons are now good, and there is a significant and increasing
proportion of outstanding lessons. However, although clearly improving, the quality of lessons
is still a little inconsistent. In particular, activities in some lessons are not always varied enough
to match everyone's abilities or sufficiently demanding to challenge the more able pupils fully.
Some marking and feedback to pupils provides very helpful pointers to improvement, although
the overall quality of marking is variable.

The school's curriculum is developing well. Some good work is being done to link aspects of
pupils' learning in different subjects. A focus on the development of pupils' writing has been
very well led and is leading to clear improvements in standards.

Pupils are very well cared for by the school. All aspects of their personal development and
well-being are now at least good. Pupils are welcoming, confident and courteous. Behaviour,
which was good at the time of the last inspection, is now excellent. Pupils are also helped to
live very healthy lifestyles; they are committed to healthy eating and enthusiastic about sport
and healthy physical activity. Sharply focused work has enabled the school to reduce levels of
absence; as a result, pupils' attendance is now above average. The way in which the school sets
targets for pupils and tracks their progress has improved significantly in recent years. Better
data about pupil progress are enabling the school to target additional support to particular
pupils, classes and year groups, and this is helping to boost levels of achievement. Pupils are
making good and increasing progress in their learning.

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

Grade: 1

This aspect of the school's work is now a significant strength. Excellent teaching and close
attention to the needs of individuals are enabling children to make rapid progress. Children
enter the classes with the skills expected of children their age. By the end of the Early Years
Foundation Stagemany are exceeding these expectations. Children's welfare is given the highest
priority and all aspects of personal development and well-being are excellent. Perhaps most
notably, children have very positive attitudes to learning and enjoy school very much.

The Early Years Foundation Stage leader has an excellent understanding of the children's needs
and puts in place very successful strategies to meet them. Adults support learning extremely
well and there is excellent teamwork. Activities are very well planned and children's progress
is tracked carefully. There is an excellent balance between adult-led and child-initiated activities.
Play is purposeful and imaginative, both in the classroom and outdoors.
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What the school should do to improve further
■ Improve the overall quality of teaching and learning to outstanding by:

- working to ensure that all lessons are at least good- ensuring that all lessons provide
appropriate challenge for everyone, particularly the more able pupils

- improving the consistency of marking and feedback to pupils so that they are provided with
clearer guidance about how to improve their work.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Pupils make good progress as they move through the school, attaining standards that are above
average by the time they leave. Children nowmake outstanding progress as they move through
the Early Years Foundation Stage.

Key Stage 1 assessment results have been close to the national average for a number of years.
The school's results for the Key Stage 2 national tests have improved in recent years and are
above national averages; results in the science tests are particularly high.

Pupils of all abilities and from all backgrounds make similar progress. At the time of the last
inspection, pupils who have learning difficulties and/or disabilities were making less progress
than other pupils. These pupils now make good progress.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils enjoy school and feel safe and well cared for. Although bullying occasionally happens,
it is relatively rare and pupils are confident that any instances will be dealt with successfully.
Pupils take considerable responsibility for controlling and regulating their own behaviour.
Pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good. Pupils mix well together and
they have a well-developed awareness and understanding of different cultures and backgrounds.
Pupils enjoy a wide range of opportunities to contribute to the school and local community,
for example through the school's active school council. These opportunities help pupils to
develop important skills for life, such as teamwork and collaboration.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

The quality of lessons is clearly improving. Teaching and learning now have many strengths.
In particular, the teaching of key subject knowledge and understanding is rigorous, and
relationships between teachers and pupils are excellent. The weaknesses in teaching identified
in the last inspection report have improved significantly. Lessons now move at a brisk pace
and, in most cases, teachers make good use of resources. The deployment of teaching assistants
in the lessons is now a significant strength; they play a varied and very helpful role. Teachers
also now typically make good use of interactive whiteboards in their teaching.

However, lesson activities are sometimes insufficiently varied to match the particular learning
needs of all pupils sufficiently closely. This is particularly noticeable in the case of the more
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able pupils, who sometimes have to complete work that is too easy before they reach more
challenging tasks.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

The curriculummeets pupils' needs well. A recent focus has been on the development of greater
integration between subjects and this is beginning to bring greater coherence to pupils'
experience of the curriculum. Provision for personal, social and health education is good and
supports pupils' personal development well.

The curriculum is enriched by a wide range of additional activities. Opportunities include links
with Arsenal Football Club, drama and debating teams, as well as a range of visits. A good range
of extra-curricular activities is available, some delivered by a private provider working from the
site. A review of these arrangements is currently underway to ensure that opportunities are
suitably coordinated and meet the needs of pupils and parents.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

Pupils are very well cared for by the school. Pupils say they know who to turn to for support
and advice. Very close partnership work with a range of agencies ensures that the most
vulnerable pupils receive well-focused care and support. Support for pupils who have learning
difficulties and/or disabilities - a weakness at the time of the last inspection - is now much
improved. Safeguarding procedures are secure and meet government requirements. A range
of well-considered strategies has enabled the school to increase attendance, improve behaviour
and reduce bullying.

Pupils' academic progress is tracked closely and the resulting data are analysed carefully. While
these improved data are still quite new, staff are already using the information to make
intelligent decisions about when to provide additional support for individual pupils. They are
also analysing the performance of whole classes and year groups and, where necessary, making
changes to the curriculum or providing extra support. However, pupils are not always given
clear and sharply focused guidance about how to improve the quality of their work or reach
the next level in their learning.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

Senior leaders form a strong, very effective team. They have a clear and thorough understanding
of the school's strengths and weaknesses, although they sometimes slightly overestimate the
quality of lessons. A range of work is being done to strengthen the contribution that middle
leaders are able to make to the school's development. Some very useful training has been
provided by the school, and the systems and processes that support the school's work in this
area have been strengthened. This is promoting much better leadership across the school,
although it is not yet consistently strong, in part because some middle leaders are very new in
post. Governors provide helpful challenge and support to the school.

The school makes an excellent contribution to community cohesion. Senior leaders have a clear
understanding of the needs of the pupils and the local community. A very wide range of relevant
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provision has been put in place, with a clear positive impact. This, for example, includes a range
of very useful work to ensure that parents from all ethnic groups feel included and involved in
the life of the school.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

2
How effective,efficient and inclusive is the provision of
education,integrated care and any extended services in meeting the
needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

1Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well being?

2The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage

1How effective is the provision in meeting the needs of children in the
EYFS?

1How well do children in the EYFS achieve?

1How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the children
in the EYFS?

1How effectively are children in the EYFS helped to learn and develop?
1How effectively is the welfare of children in the EYFS promoted?
1How effectively is provision in the EYFS led and managed?

Achievement and standards

2How well do learners achieve?
2The standards1 reached by learners

2How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make progress

1Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none
significantly below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally
low.
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Personal development and well-being

2How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
1The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2The extent to which learners enjoy their education
2The attendance of learners
1The behaviour of learners
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

2How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

2How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
learners' needs?

2How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs and
interests of learners?

2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

Leadership and management

2How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

2How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

2How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
2How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination eliminated
1How well does the school contribute to community cohesion?

2How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

13 July 2009

Dear Pupils

Inspection of St Joan of Arc Catholic Primary School,London,N5 2UX

Thank you for your help and for taking the time to speak to us during the recent inspection.
We really enjoyed talking to you. I am writing to you to tell you about our main findings. We
found that the school is good and continuing to improve.

The large majority of lessons are now good and some are outstanding. However, the overall
quality is still a little inconsistent. In particular, work is not always closely matched to everyone's
needs and is sometimes too easy for some of you. The school has also improved the way in
which it sets targets for you and measures your progress. This means that it can provide you
with extra support when you need it. The school is also doing good things to develop the
curriculum.

The school helps you to make good progress and do well when you take national tests at the
end of Year 6. Children in the Nursery and Reception classes now make excellent progress. The
school also looks after you well and helps you to develop as young people. Behaviour has
improved a lot and is now excellent. You are confident, mature and friendly, and you make a
good contribution to life in the school and local community. Attendance has improved and is
now above average. The school is being well led and is well placed to continue improving.

In order to help your school improve further I have asked the leaders of your school to:

■ Improve the overall quality of teaching and learning to outstanding by:

- working to ensure that all lessons are at least good

- ensuring that all lessons provide appropriate challenge for everyone, particularly those of you
who find learning easy

- improving the consistency of marking and feedback to you so that you are given clearer
guidance about how to improve your work.

Best wishes from the inspection team.

Yours faithfully

Chris Russell

Her Majesty's Inspector

12 of 12Inspection Report: St Joan of Arc Catholic Primary School, 1–2 July 2009


