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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by three Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

This two form entry school is much larger than average. It serves an area with very high levels
of social and economic disadvantage. Numbers entitled to free school meals and the proportion
of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities are both significantly above average. The
area is reliant on the holiday trade and attracts many seasonal workers. Social services often
re-house families here and there are a number of Traveller families. Consequently there is a
higher than usual number of pupils who leave or join the school part way through their primary
education. Most pupils are of White British heritage and nearly all speak English as their home
language.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

The school provides a satisfactory education for its pupils and gives satisfactory value for
money. There are some clear strengths, resulting from areas of good provision. Pupils’ personal
development is good and pastoral care is outstanding, especially for the very high numbers of
pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities. It is an extremely caring school and a haven
for many of its most vulnerable pupils. Those with challenging behaviour are managed and
supported well. This means that nearly all pupils enjoy their learning and feel happy and safe.
Pupils show respect for others and older pupils are especially efficient in running the fruit shop
at break times to promote healthy eating. By Year 6, pupils are mature and satisfactorily prepared
to move on to secondary education. Although a small minority of parents completed the
questionnaires about the school, the responses were largely positive. Most appreciate all that
the school is doing for their children.

In 2007, standards at the end of Year 2 were very low and at Year 6 were significantly below
average. Given the exceptionally low starting points of pupils this represented satisfactory
achievement. Progress is satisfactory overall and has improved after a dip in 2006. Progress is
good in English and satisfactory in other subjects. Teaching is satisfactory with some good
features. Good teaching is typified by the good levels of challenge made of more able pupils
in English and science. In less effective teaching the quality of planning, tracking of progress
and marking is satisfactory but lacks the rigour and preciseness needed to fully challenge all
pupils. This reduces achievement overall. In particular a large group of less able boys and pupils
with complex learning difficulties and/or disabilities do not achieve as well as they should. The
school has taken action to tackle such matters. The curriculum, which is currently satisfactory,
is being reviewed to give a sharper focus to the basic skills of literacy, numeracy and science
and to make it more relevant to boys’ interests.

Leadership and management, including governance, are satisfactory. The improvement since
the last inspection has been satisfactory. The strong vision of the headteacher, appointed two
years ago, has united staff and the pace of change has picked up considerably in the last year
or so. The school’s management responsibilities are being extended to include more staff, all
of whom share a determination to raise standards. New and effective initiatives have been
implemented, for example, the introduction of a new approach to teaching reading is leading
to better progress. The school’s self-evaluation is generally accurate but rather optimistic. This
is because of a lack of rigour in checking on the quality of teaching and learning. The school
sets targets for pupils’ performance across the school, but given the scope for improvement
overall, they are not challenging enough. This weakness is reducing the rate of progress and
achievement of pupils. Given the current educational direction and clear leadership provided
by the headteacher, the school has the capacity to improve in future.

Effectiveness of the Foundation Stage

Grade: 2

Children in the Foundation Stage get a good start to their education. Provision is well led and
managed and children are well cared for, secure and happy. The large majority of children enter
school with skills that are exceptionally below what is typical for children of their age. Despite
making good progress, few children reach the goals expected for their age when they start in
Year 1. Good teamwork between staff ensures strong and effective teaching. Children benefit
from exciting activities that inspire children to learn. Resources are good, and bright displays
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celebrate the children’s achievements and raise their self-esteem. A good balance is struck
between activities led by adults and those that encourage children to manage themselves and
make choices. Occasionally however, children spend too long listening to adults rather than
following their own lines of enquiry. Assessment is effective in informing staff about the
differing needs of individual children.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Ensure that less able boys and pupils with complex learning difficulties and/or disabilities
achieve as well as they can in English, mathematics and science.

■ Strengthen the quality of teaching by improving the quality of planning and the tracking of
progress so that the needs of every pupil are met.

■ Strengthen themonitoring and evaluation of teaching and learning so that suitably challenging
targets for improvements are set and achieved.

A small proportion of schools whose overall effectiveness is judged satisfactory but which have
areas of underperformance will receive a monitoring visit by an Ofsted inspector before their
next section 5 inspection.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

Achievement is satisfactory given the exceptionally low starting points of children. Standards
in 2007 were significantly below average at the end of Year 6 in English, mathematics and
science and very low at Year 2. Progress is improving across the school but because of variations
in teaching, remains satisfactory overall. The improvements are related to increased expectations
for more able pupils. In 2007, around a quarter of Year 6 pupils reached the higher grade of
level 5 in English and science.

Progress is satisfactory but slower for less able boys and pupils with complex learning difficulties
and/or disabilities. These pupils could do better in English, mathematics and science. These
are often the most vulnerable pupils and their domestic circumstances have a major impact on
their academic performance in school.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils’ personal development is good. Their enjoyment of school is reflected in positive attitudes
and good behaviour. Pupils say that teachers are helpful and friendly. Incidents of bullying are
rare. Pupils’ attendance is a little below the national average and this is partly caused by a few
parents who do not always support the school on attendance issues.

Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good. They are developing an
understanding of other cultures and beliefs through assemblies and work in lessons such as
introducing the French language. The school council is proud of its design work on the adventure
playground and its involvement with the ‘buddy’ system.Many pupils from the school’s orchestra
and choir play and sing at civic events in the town. Pupils’ preparation for life as young adults
is satisfactory through their acquisition of basic skills. The school’s acquisition of the Healthy
Schools Award is reflected in the pupils’ good awareness of a sensible diet and the need for
regular exercise. They enjoy the wide range of sporting activities provided by the school. Older
pupils relish their leadership roles as games facilitators in the playground. The gardening club
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also helps to promote an understanding of healthy food whilst at the same time giving pupils
first hand scientific knowledge and experience of vegetables and flowers.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

Teaching and learning are satisfactory. On occasions it is good. Staff have strong relationships
with pupils, creating a good atmosphere for learning. Explanations in lessons are lively and the
use of computer technology is helping to engage pupils well. The teacher in Year 6 for example,
used many imaginative ways to help pupils solve money problems successfully. Teaching
assistants are used well to support different groups and keep them focused on their learning.
They are particularly effective in helping the many new pupils who join the school part way
through the term to settle into school life.

Progress in English is improving through a planned approach to teaching reading and making
sure that tasks are set at the correct levels for all groups of pupils. In other subjects the quality
of planning and assessment is variable and lacks a consistent approach through the school.
Where it is good, there is challenge in the teaching and pupils achieve well. Where planning is
weaker, the tracking of progress is not carried out vigorously enough to identify pockets of
underachievement. The marking of pupils’ work is satisfactory but variations exist in the quality
in different classes. The weaker marking provides too little guidance to help pupils improve.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 3

The curriculum is satisfactory and includes some good aspects that extend pupils’ experiences
and interests. A stronger emphasis on literacy, numeracy and science is being developed as
changes are made to the curriculum to help raise standards. Personal, social and health
education, including race equality is promoted effectively. A programme to help the most
vulnerable pupils in the school is proving successful in helping them to manage relationships
and their own behaviour and get the most out of school. The school has implemented a good
range of support programmes for pupils who need extra help with their learning. This is helping
them to participate fully in lessons. A good range of visits, visitors and activities after school
are broadening pupils’ horizons. Younger pupils for example worked with a visitor to learn
about the significance of Remembrance Day and later joined the community in its celebrations.
There is a strong tradition of music in the school with a large orchestra and choir. Free
instrumental tuition means that all pupils have the chance to learn a musical instrument.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

The quality of care, guidance and support is good with some outstanding features. All staff are
overwhelmingly committed to the inclusive care of individual pupils. The pastoral and emotional
support for vulnerable pupils and those with low self-esteem are outstanding. This exemplary
level of support, which includes some very effective withdrawal clubs at break times, contributes
exceptionally well to the personal development and well-being of all pupils and their academic
progress. The school’s policies and procedures for risk assessment and child protection are in
place and the systems for vetting staff and visitors to the school meet with the national
guidelines. The school uses a range of external agencies very effectively to enhance this
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provision. Despite gradual improvements in assessment and individual target setting, some of
which are currently under review, pupils do not yet have sufficient involvement in their own
learning and are not always secure about what they need to do to improve.

Leadership and management
Grade: 3

The quality of leadership and management is satisfactory. A new headteacher was appointed
in 2005. She inherited a number of challenges resulting from delays to the school’s refurbishment
after its permanent relocation in 2003. Although initially slowing developments, satisfactory
improvements have been made since the previous inspection. The pace of change has picked
up in the last year or so. The headteacher has brought clarity of purpose and, with the able
support of senior managers, has established good teamwork in the school. Curriculum groups
are beginning to lead new developments within the school’s improvement plan. Self-evaluation
whilst mostly accurate in identifying strengths and weaknesses has been over generous. This
is because the programme for monitoring teaching and learning is not yet rigorous enough.
Targets for pupils’ performance are not always challenging enough to raise expectations in all
classes. Governance is satisfactory. The governors are very supportive of the school and have
been particularly successful in ensuring that resources are used efficiently in supporting the
large numbers of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

2The effectiveness of the Foundation Stage
3The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Achievement and standards

3How well do learners achieve?

3The standards1 reached by learners

3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

3How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2How well learners enjoy their education
3The attendance of learners
2The behaviour of learners
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

3How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

3How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

3How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

3How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

3How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation

3How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

3How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

3The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

12 January 2008

Dear Pupils

Inspection of Quay Primary School, East Riding of Yorkshire, YO16 4LB

Thank you all very much for your friendliness and help when we visited your school recently.
We enjoyed our visit very much and Mr Anderson appreciated the help he received from the
school council. Your school provides you with a satisfactory education and also has several
strengths. In particular you all receive very special levels of care and support from your teachers
and other adults and this helps you to enjoy school life and keeps you safe. We are pleased
how well you behaved in class and around the school and how polite you were in opening doors
for visitors and helping younger pupils in the playground. Those of you in the Reception classes
are doing well in your work and teachers and other adults are good at helping you learn. There
are some good things about the teaching in other classes too. We know howmuch you all enjoy
lessons when the interactive white boards are used to explain how to work out sums or improve
your writing. Some of you are doing well in your learning and making good progress.

There are some things we think your school could do better. The progress you make in lessons
is sometimes not good enough. Some of the boys who find learning difficult could do better
in English, mathematics and science. Your school wants you to improve too. It will make sure
that you are given work that helps you learn. At the moment many of you are not clear about
your targets for your work. I have asked the school to work with you to improve this so that
your work will get better. All the people in the school such as the governors, the teachers,
classroom helpers, the headteacher and deputy headteacher are keen to help you all to do even
better. They will be checking to see that you are learning well, so we hope that you will quickly
settle to your work each day, listen hard to the teachers and concentrate on your tasks to
complete them well. We are sure that if you do this you will learn even more and achieve well
in all that you do.

We wish you well for the future.

Best wishes

Mrs Sheila Mawer

Lead inspector
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