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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

St. Mark’s Elm Tree is an average sized school which serves a district which is socially mixed.
The proportion of pupils entitled to free school meals is below average. On entry to the school
their attainment is typical for their age. The proportion of children with learning difficulties
and/or disabilities is below average. There are very few pupils from minority ethnic groups or
with English as an additional language.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

St. Mark’s Elm Tree is a good school. The vast majority of parents are very positive about the
school and find it welcoming.

Pupils’ achieve well. Children make good progress in the Nursery and Reception class, but
satisfactory progress in Key Stage 1 to reach average standards. Attainment in reading and
writing is improving due to increasingly effective teaching in Key Stage 1, but more able pupils
could achieve higher standards in mathematics. The results of the 2006 national tests for Year
6 pupils were above the national average, reflecting the good progress made in Key Stage 2.
More able pupils could achieve higher standards in English. Pupils with learning difficulties
and/or disabilities make good progress.

Pupils’ personal development and well-being are good. Strong Christian values ensure that
pupils’ spiritual and moral development are good. Pupils are well mannered and they enjoy
school and have positive attitudes to learning. Their attendance and behaviour are good and
they know what to do to achieve healthy lifestyles and how to stay safe. Pupils are well prepared
for the next stage of their education by the time they leave Year 6.

Teaching and learning are good overall. In most lessons, pupils respond with enjoyment to
challenging work that is accurately matched to their ability. Teaching assistants provide good
additional support where it is needed. Occasionally, the work set for the more able pupils is
too easy and, on these occasions, they make slower progress than they should.

The curriculum is good; it is broad and balanced and matches the abilities and interests of most
pupils. Pupils have plenty of opportunities to develop their social skills and to share ideas with
‘talking partners’. The curriculum is enriched well by a wide variety of visits, visitors and clubs.

The school provides a good level of care, guidance and support for all its pupils. ‘meeters and
greeters’ welcome pupils each day. The children talk confidently about their targets. Pupils at
risk of underachievement are accurately targeted for additional support.

The leadership and management of the school are good. The headteacher has accurately
identified the most important areas for improvement. The leadership team has a clear focus on
monitoring pupils’ progress and this is leading to higher standards. Governors are supportive
of the school and are increasingly aware of their responsibilities with regard to raising standards.

Effectiveness of the Foundation Stage

Grade: 2

Most children enter the Nursery with levels of development typical for their age. By the end
of the Reception class, most children have made good progress, reaching and some exceeding
the expectations for their age. The curriculum is good. Exciting activities are carefully planned
to include a balance between adult-initiated activities and those chosen by the children. A
strong teaching team provides good support and care and teaching is good. Outdoor provision
has been improved since the last inspection and is now good.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Set more challenging work for more able pupils in mathematics in Key Stage 1 and English
in Key Stage 2.
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Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Pupils achieve well and standards are above average by the end of Year 6. Because children
make good progress in the Foundation Stage, the great majority meet and some exceed the
expectations for their age by the time they are ready for Year 1. Pupils make satisfactory
progress in Key Stage 1 and standards are average. Standards are improving in reading and in
writing but are not high enough for more able pupils in mathematics. Pupils make good progress
in Key Stage 2. Results of national tests taken at the end of Year 6 have been consistently
above average for several years but the results in English have not been as strong this year
because more able pupils did not do as well as they could.

Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make good progress because of the timely
and effective interventions of teaching assistants.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils’ personal development and well-being are good. Pupil’s enjoyment of school is reflected
in their good attendance, behaviour and positive attitudes to learning. ‘You need to learn so
you won’t get a boring job,’ said one pupil. Social skills and relationships are good. Pupils are
helpful, well-mannered and caring towards each other; they feel extremely safe in school and
incidents of bullying and racism are rare. Pupils are aware of how to keep safe on the internet
and that it is not safe to talk to strangers or take medication or drugs unless they have been
prescribed by a doctor. Although the school has a strong Christian ethos, pupils also learn about
other faiths and their spiritual and moral education is well developed. Pupils understand the
difference between right and wrong and respect property. Pupils’ contributions to their
community are excellent. From Year 1 upwards, two pupils from each class are selected as
members of the school council and these pupils participate in the schools’ decision-making and
plans for improvement. An example of this is their planning for a running track on the field.
The school has achieved the Healthy Schools Gold Award. Pupils are aware that they need to
exercise and eat a sensible diet to stay healthy.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

Teaching and learning are generally good and lessons have many strengths; for example,
teachers have good subject knowledge and awareness of how pupils learn. Their use of
questioning is particularly effective and motivates pupils to learn. The school has a new system
for marking pupils’ work which gives the pupils effective guidance about how to improve. Pupils
are aware of their targets and say that they find them helpful. Activities are interesting and
are usually planned accurately to meet the needs of learners; however, in a small proportion
of mathematics lessons in Key Stage 1 and English lessons in Key Stage 2, the work set is too
easy for the more able pupils and this means that their progress is slower than it could be.
Well-established routines ensure good order and behaviour and little time is wasted. Skilled
teaching assistants are effectively deployed to provide additional support where it is most
needed.
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Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

The school provides a good curriculum which is broad, balanced and matches pupils’ needs,
abilities and interests. The school has a well-attended breakfast club and a morning ‘wake-up
and shake-up’ programme. Pupils have plenty of opportunities to develop their social skills
and the school provides well for pupils’ personal development. After-school clubs are well
attended and the curriculum is enriched by a range of visits and visitors.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

The school provides good care, guidance and support for all pupils. A warm welcome from the
staff ‘meeters and greeters’, await pupils as they arrive in school each day. They feel safe and
use the school’s ‘Listening Box’ if they are worried about anything and know that an adult will
talk to them about their problems. Most pupils have personal targets pasted into their books
and the monitoring of their progress by the staff has a positive effect on their learning. Pupils
at risk of underachievement are targeted for additional and effective support from teaching
assistants. Government requirements for safeguarding are in place.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

Leadership andmanagement are good. The school’s self-evaluation is good and the headteacher
has accurately identified the key areas for development. She has established an effective
leadership team which has a clear focus on monitoring pupils’ progress and the action to take
where improvements are needed. This action has had a good effect on overall standards in Key
Stage 1, particularly in reading and writing, although it has been less effective in mathematics.
However, the recent improvement clearly shows that the school has a good capacity to make
further improvement. The school makes good use of challenging targets. Class teachers are
given targets for improvement and receive training to help them to meet these targets.
Governance is good and the governors are effective in their support of the school; they are
aware of the school’s performance and areas for improvement. The school actively consults
parents on a range of issues. The vast majority are very positive about the school and find it
welcoming. One expressed gratitude for the school’s nurturing of her child, who has ‘come on
in leaps and bounds’.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

2
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

2The effectiveness of the Foundation Stage
2The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Achievement and standards

2How well do learners achieve?

2The standards1 reached by learners

2
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
1The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
1The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2How well learners enjoy their education
2The attendance of learners
2The behaviour of learners
1The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

1How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

2How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

2How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

2How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

2How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

2How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation

2How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

2How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

1 October 2007

Dear Pupils

Inspection of St Mark's Elm Tree CofE Voluntary Aided Primary School, Stockton-0n-Tees,
TS19 7HA

Thank you so much for the warm welcome you gave us when we visited your school recently.
Your good behaviour and manners were a credit to your teachers and to your families and you
are to be congratulated for that. Thank you also for holding doors open for us and for helping
us to find our way when we got lost!

We really enjoyed spending time with you and seeing you at work in your lessons. Some of you
were confident in talking about your learning and you are doing well, particularly in reading
and science. The work we saw, especially from the youngest and the oldest children, was good.

However, some children occasionally find their work in mathematics and writing too easy.
Because of that, your school is going to provide you with work that makes you think and
concentrate even more. You can play your part by continuing to listen well and by helping each
other.

I know you are very proud of your school and I know that your headteacher and the staff are
very proud of you. They try hard to give you opportunities and to help you learn in exciting
and enjoyable ways. Remember to keep making those healthy choices and to stay safe. I wish
all of you all the best for the future and hope that you continue to enjoy school for the remainder
of the year.

Yours sincerely

Anthony Kemp

Lead inspector
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