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Introduction
This infant school serves the village of South Petherton and is much smaller than average, but
numbers are rising significantly. A new headteacher has been appointed this term. Almost all
pupils are from White British backgrounds. The school has the National Healthy Schools Award,
Investors in People Award, Physical Education Active Mark and Dyslexia Friendly Award.

Description of the school
This infant school serves the village of South Petherton and is much smaller than average, but
numbers are rising significantly. A new headteacher has been appointed this term. Almost all
pupils are from White British backgrounds. The school has the National Healthy Schools Award,
Investors in People Award, Physical Education Active Mark and Dyslexia Friendly Award.

Key for inspection grades
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4

Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2
South Petherton Infant School is a good school. It is a central part of the community it serves
and is highly valued by parents. This is illustrated by comments such as, 'The staff are fantastic
and the community spirit is truly alive. No complaints from me or my children'. The headteacher,
staff and governors are dedicated to continuous school improvement. Since the last inspection,
leadership and management have become more effective and are now good. Governors are
knowledgeable and are more proactively involved in the strategic monitoring of the school.
The school's self-evaluation is thorough and the new headteacher has made a good start in
identifying key areas for improvement. High emphasis is placed in the curriculum on ensuring
pupils develop good basic skills, including in information and communication technology. Most
pupils achieve well because of good teaching, particularly in reading and writing where standards
are well above average by the end of Year 2. However, in mathematics, higher attaining pupils
are not always fully challenged, and, as a result, a small number of pupils are not doing as well
as they could. Children make good progress overall in all areas of learning in the Foundation
Stage and are well prepared for Year 1, but the limited outdoor facilities and resources restrict
children's opportunities for free choice independent play. The school provides good care and
support for pupils. It has created a caring, safe environment where everyone feels valued.
Pupils' personal development, including their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development,
is good. Pupils behave well and show great respect for each other. The school is having a very
positive effect on pupils' growth towards being well-rounded young people. Under the guidance
of the new headteacher, it is well placed to build on its many successes and move forward
positively.

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage
Grade: 2
Attainment on entry to the Reception class is broadly in line with that expected. In this safe
and nurturing environment, children settle in quickly. They soon make new friends, work
confidently and behave well. Good teaching, a well-planned curriculum and effective use of
resources, including interactive whiteboards, help children achieve well in all the areas of
learning. Staff plan a good balance of activities between those that are adult-led and those
the children choose. However, the outside area is unattractive, with limited resources and
equipment. This restricts opportunities for children to play and learn independently by exploring
and extending their skills. Groups of younger children are well supported by teaching assistants
who take an active part in children's learning and help teachers monitor their progress. Good
links have been established with the local playgroups and parents are encouraged to be actively
involved in children's learning. By the end of the Foundation Stage, most children achieve the
expected levels when they start Year 1 and many exceed them.

What the school should do to improve further
■

■

Ensure that the tasks teachers set for higher attaining pupils in mathematics provide good
levels of challenge so that their rate of progress is increased.
Improve outdoor facilities and resources to enable more opportunities for free choice
independent play in the Foundation Stage.
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Achievement and standards
Grade: 2
Children's achievement is good, and standards are well above average in reading and writing
and slightly above average in mathematics by the time they leave the school in Year 2. However,
in mathematics, higher attaining pupils are not always given work well matched to their ability
and they are capable of achieving more. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities
achieve well because their needs have been identified early and targets in their individual
education plans are relevant to their specific needs.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2
Pupils' behaviour and attitudes are good. Their good attendance shows they enjoy being at
school. Pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good. Relationships are strong
and pupils find great enjoyment in helping one another, which was summed up well by one
pupil's comment: 'No one can do everything but everyone can do something'. Pupils take
responsibility eagerly and enjoy being monitors or members of the school council. Although
pupils are heavily involved in school activities, opportunities are missed for them to participate
in the local community, and links with the junior school could be stronger. Pupils have a good
understanding of the importance of healthy lifestyles and know how to keep safe. They speak
highly about the activities provided by the sports coach. Pupils' good personal development
and good progress in their academic skills prepares them well for the next stage of schooling
and for the future.

Quality of provision
Teaching and learning
Grade: 2
Good teaching is typical throughout the school and has improved markedly since the last
inspection through regular monitoring by the previous headteacher. This ensures most pupils
make good progress where effective learning is underpinned by the consistent approach of
teachers. This is particularly the case in reading and writing. However, in mathematics, higher
attainers are not always given sufficient challenge, so they do not all reach their full potential.
Teachers develop very good relationships with pupils and manage their classes well, and this
contributes to pupils' good personal development. Teaching assistants are fully involved in
teaching activities and provide effective support to small groups of pupils, including those with
learning difficulties and/or disabilities.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 2
National strategies and planning guidelines are used well to ensure that learning is built on
year on year, enabling children to achieve well particularly in reading and writing. The provision
for information and communication technology has significantly improved since the last
inspection and there are strengths in music and physical education as a result of specialist
teaching. Activities to enrich the curriculum through clubs, visits out and visitors invited into
school are satisfactory. The new headteacher has appropriately identified the need to review
provision, particularly in the foundation subjects, in order to stimulate pupils' interest more.
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Care, guidance and support
Grade: 2
Teachers place a high priority on pupils' safety and well-being. They have a good knowledge
of pupils' social and emotional needs and provide them with good pastoral support and guidance.
Child protection procedures are fully in place and risk assessments are carried out conscientiously.
Staff work closely with parents and outside agencies to ensure that all pupils, particularly those
with learning difficulties and/or disabilities, are well cared for. Most parents are very appreciative
of the way the school looks after their children.
Provision for academic support is not currently quite as robust as the pastoral provision.
Improvements to assessment have ensured accurate information is available about pupils'
attainment from the time they enter school in Reception. Good use is made of assessment
information to promote pupils' progress in reading and writing, but in mathematics, higher
attaining pupils do not always get work that is demanding enough to help them do their very
best. Marking does not always support pupils in knowing how to improve their work.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2
Significant improvements have been made since the last inspection, largely due to the hard
work and dedication of the previous headteacher, who left the school at the end of last term.
The whole staff are willing to take on more responsibility and work effectively as a team. The
new headteacher has high expectations to ensure all pupils achieve their best and are happy
and safe in school. She has drawn up a cogent plan to improve outside provision in the
Foundation Stage, raise the achievement of higher attaining pupils, particularly in mathematics,
and provide a more creative curriculum to further boost pupils' interest and enjoyment of
learning. Most parents are positive about the school and their views are regularly sought and
considered. Governors are knowledgeable and hardworking. They know the school's strengths
and areas for development because they are becoming more proactive in their strategic
monitoring of the school, and acting as a 'critical friend'.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and
grade 4 inadequate

School
Overall

Overall effectiveness
How effective,efficient and inclusive is the provision of
education,integrated care and any extended services in meeting the
needs of learners?
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection
How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well being?
The capacity to make any necessary improvements

2
Yes
2
2

Effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage
How effective is the provision in meeting the needs of children in the
EYFS?
How well do children in the EYFS achieve?
How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the children
in the EYFS?
How effectively are children in the EYFS helped to learn and develop?
How effectively is the welfare of children in the EYFS promoted?
How effectively is provision in the EYFS led and managed?

2
2
2
3
2
2

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve?
1

The standards reached by learners
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make progress

1

2
2
2
2

Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none
significantly below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally
low.
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Personal development and well-being
How good are the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
The extent to which learners enjoy their education
The attendance of learners
The behaviour of learners
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
2

The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs and
interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

2
2
2

Leadership and management
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?
How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education
How effectively leaders and managers use challenging targets to raise standards
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination eliminated
How well does the school contribute to community cohesion?
How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities
Do procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?
Does this school require special measures?
Does this school require a notice to improve?

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
Yes
No
No
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
17 September 2008
Dear Children
Inspection of South Petherton VA Infant School, South Petherton TA13 5DY.
Thank you very much for welcoming us into your school. We really enjoyed our time with you.
We were impressed with how polite and friendly you all were. You are right to be proud of your
school, as it is a good school.
What we particularly liked about your school:
■

■

■
■

■
■

You behave well, work hard and your new headteacher and staff are effective in helping you
learn and make good progress, especially in reading and writing.
You enjoy coming to school and your teachers plan lessons to help you to learn and do well
in your work.
You are well looked after and that helps to make you feel safe.
You get on well together, show respect to everyone and know how important it is to help
and look after others.
You know the importance of eating healthily and enjoy regular exercise.
You enjoy taking responsibility and are well prepared for your future education.

These are the things we have asked the school to do to make it better:
■

■

We have asked teachers to make lessons more challenging for higher attaining children,
especially in mathematics.
We have asked the school to improve the outside area for children in the Reception class.

You can help by continuing to behave well, working hard and listening carefully to your teachers.
Best wishes for the future,
Ian Hancock Lead Inspector.

