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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by an Additional Inspector. The inspector evaluated the overall
effectiveness of the school and investigated the following issues:

■ whether higher attaining pupils are sufficiently challenged
■ if teaching ensures that all pupils achieve well
■ whether provision for personal development and pupils' well-being, the curriculum, care,
guidance and support and leadership and management are outstanding.

Evidence was gathered from observing pupils working in classrooms; discussions with staff,
governors and pupils; analysis of pupils' work and parental questionnaires; observations of
pupils during break times and assembly; and a review of the school's systems to track pupils'
progress and improve the quality of teaching.

Description of the school

Blake Church of England is larger than most primary schools. Most pupils come from White
British backgrounds. The number of pupils who have difficulty acquiring literacy and numeracy
skills, behaviour difficulties and/or disabilities is below average. However, numbers are not
distributed evenly throughout the school and proportions are sometimes larger in some year
groups than in others.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

This calm, friendly and very welcoming school provides a satisfactory education for its pupils.
It has many important features that are outstanding, such as the way pupils are cared for, the
personal support they are given and their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
Pupils grow into confident, well-rounded individuals who are very respectful; of one another
and of the many adults they work with and meet. They enjoy coming to school and their
behaviour is exemplary. This is reflected in the above average attendance figures. Pupils spoke
proudly of the responsibilities they are given, particularly about their job as playgroundmediators
and the confidentiality expected of this role. The way pupils contribute to the local community
and that of the wider world is exemplary. The school has forged excellent links with a local
nursing home, where pupils regularly visit or invite the residents into school. Discussions with
residents inform pupils well of life in the past and this helps to support the high standards they
reach in history. They have also linked with a local restaurant and worked with chefs to develop
their, already good, awareness of the importance of eating healthily. Pupils have excellent
opportunities to learn about different religions and beliefs and about how other people live in
different parts of the world. Strong links with Nigeria have enabled them to raise money to
build a school and a shelter for the many children who live on the streets. By the time pupils
leave at the end of Year 6, they are very well prepared, personally, for their next school and
soundly prepared academically. The pastoral care that pupils receive is exemplary. Very thorough
attention is given to health and safety arrangements. Pupils know they are well looked after
and confidently say they feel safe and secure in school.

Achievement is satisfactory and standards average. The children in the Foundation Stage get
off to a good start and make good progress. Standards at the end of Year 2, in 2007, were
broadly average. The current Year 2 are on course to reach similar standards to last year.
Achievement is satisfactory in relation to pupils' previous performance. In Year 6, standards in
English, mathematics and science are average and are similar to last year. School data shows
that, althoughmost pupils are currently making satisfactory progress in English andmathematics,
a few pupils have not done as well as they should have done. A very small minority of parents
feel that their children could make more progress. The system used to track progress is not yet
rigorous enough to ensure that all pupils make at least satisfactory progress. Pupils who have
difficulty acquiring literacy and numeracy skills and those who have problems related to
behaviour achieve well because they receive good quality support, especially when taught in
small groups. In addition, good links with external agencies ensure that pupils with specific
needs are well catered for. Teaching is satisfactory overall. Teaching assistants are well prepared
and give good quality support, especially when they work with pupils who find it hard to acquire
literacy and numeracy skills. Relationships are good and adults have high expectations with
regard to behaviour. However, teachers do not always make sure that their questioning or
activities are involving all pupils. At times, activities are either too easy or too difficult for some
pupils. This affects the pace of learning and results in a few pupils lacking concentration. Some
pupils are confused because of inconsistencies when teachers set targets. There is some good
marking, especially in literacy, that informs pupils what they need to do to improve. However,
the quality varies from class to class and much does not indicate what pupils have to do to
improve and reach their targets.

A strength of the good curriculum is the excellent way that it has been enriched by well-planned
visits and interesting visitors. They are invited into school to reinforce learning in most subjects
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and further develop personal and social skills. The pupils really appreciate this. Provision for
literacy and numeracy is satisfactory in Years 1 to 6. Good links have been developed between
information and communication technology (ICT) and other subjects and results in pupils doing
well in ICT by the time they leave.

The leadership of the headteacher is good. She and her deputy work tirelessly and very
successfully to make sure that pupils receive the very best quality care to support their personal
development. Most parents are supportive of all that the school does. The way the school views
itself is mainly accurate, although their judgements are optimistic when deciding how well
pupils learn in lessons and achieve over time. Subject leaders have started to work on improving
achievement and standards in their subjects. For example, a focus on science, which was an
issue in the previous inspection, has resulted in standards improving at the end of Year 2 and
achievement improving in Year 6. School data shows progress in science for the current Year
6 has been good as they have moved through Key Stage 2. In addition, the recent focus on the
achievement of higher attaining pupils has started to raise standards. More pupils in Year 6 are
on course to reach Level 5 in mathematics and science this year. Governors are well informed
and fully involved with the work of school, so that they are able to support and challenge the
school effectively. These successes show that the school has a good capacity to improve further.

Effectiveness of the Foundation Stage

Grade: 2

When children start school, their levels of attainment are below those expected for their ages.
Information collected on individual children shows that they make good progress. Most children
are on course to reach at least the expected levels by the time they start in Year 1. Teaching
is good and children have good opportunities to learn effectively, both in the classroom and
in the secure and well resourced outside area. The children work hard at all activities offered
to them and their behaviour is excellent. Good learning was seen as children independently
used computers to paint pictures. They followed instructions well and quickly learned how to
log on and off as well as how to save their work. Other children selected activities themselves
and worked and played amicably both inside and outside the classroom. They were keen and
eager to show their good knowledge of sounds and how they could write and work out 'hard
sums', expertly using individual white boards. Because children mainly work on paper, rather
than using books, they cannot clearly see for themselves the good progress they make as they
develop literacy and numeracy skills. The care and support that these children receive is very
good. Parents are very supportive of all that is done for their children when they start school
and are pleased with how quickly they settle in.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Improve the system used to track pupils' progress so that it clearly identifies how well pupils
are doing from term to term and then use this information to match activities better to pupils
needs.

■ Improve the consistency of the target setting and teachers' marking so that the process
contributes more effectively to pupils' learning and progress.

A small proportion of the schools whose overall effectiveness is judged as satisfactory but
which have areas of underperformance will receive a monitoring visit by an Ofsted inspector
before their next section 5 inspection.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

1Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

2The effectiveness of the Foundation Stage
2The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Achievement and standards

3How well do learners achieve?

3The standards1 reached by learners

3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

1How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

1The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2How well learners enjoy their education
2The attendance of learners
1The behaviour of learners
1The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

2How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

2How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

3How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

3How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

3How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation

3How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

3How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

19 May 2008

Dear Pupils

Inspection of The Blake Church of England (Aided) Primary School,Witney,OX28 3FR

I really enjoyed my recent visit to your school. I think you are all very polite and respectful
towards each other and the many adults who work with you each day. It was clear that you
thoroughly enjoyed the assembly taken by the vicar. I was very impressed with the sounds on
the 'sock' cards that the Reception children have learnt and I particularly enjoyed talking to
the older pupils in Years 5 and 6. Your school is satisfactory but some things are good or even
better.

These are the main things I found out about your school.

■ Teachers plan very exciting visits out and invite interesting visitors into school to make
learning fun. You also have lots of out of school activities to choose from.

■ Children make good progress in the Reception classes. Progress is steady in Years 1 to 6.
■ You learn such a lot about how different people live in our country and in countries all over
the world. You should all be very proud of how you are making life better for children in
Nigeria by raising money to build a school and a shelter for them.

■ During your time in school, you are very well cared for and looked after and your parents
agree that this is so. Your behaviour is excellent.

■ By the time you leave, in Year 6, most of you reach levels that are expected for your ages in
English, mathematics and science.

I have asked the school to do two things to improve the education you receive.

■ Improve the way the teachers check how well you are doing so that they can see exactly how
much progress you are making, and make sure your work is just right for you.

■ Make sure that when teachers mark your work they make it clear what you need to do to
improve and reach your targets.

You can help by continuing to work hard and having fun as you learn.

Yours sincerely

Nina Bee

Lead Inspector
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