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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by an Additional Inspector.

Description of the school

This is a smaller than average school that serves a rural area which is more socially and
economically advantaged than others nationally. School numbers fluctuate significantly year
by year. Very few pupils are eligible for free school meals. Most pupils are from White British
backgrounds. The proportion of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities is well below
average although an above average proportion of pupils has a statement of special educational
need.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

This is a good school. Pupils thrive in a friendly and caring atmosphere where the development
of basic skills is given a high priority. As a result, pupils achieve well and attain standards that
are above average both academically and in their personal development. Standards achieved
at the end of Year 2 have consistently been above average in reading, writing and mathematics
and in national assessments in 2007 standards in writing were exceptionally high. These good
standards and the school’s good care and support for its pupils are praised by many parents.
Pupils enjoy school, feel safe and secure and adopt healthy lifestyles. They know where to turn
if they are experiencing problems. Pupils make a good contribution to their local and wider
communities and say that they enjoy participating in recycling projects and in raising money
for charity. By the time pupils leave the school, they are well prepared for the future because
they are confident learners with good social and academic skills.

Good teaching and an interesting curriculum contribute well to pupils' good progress and their
well-being. Much teaching is lively and engages the interest of the learners. In some parts of
lessons, however, teaching is not adjusted well enough to take into account the different
abilities of pupils. Checks on how well all pupils are progressing are made frequently and this
information is generally used well to plan the next steps in their learning and to provide
additional support when needed. The curriculum provides good opportunities for using local
resources and involving members of the community in pupils’ learning. Pupils enjoy the
opportunities to be creative, for example, by working with music teachers and a visiting artist.
In addition, it does not focus sharply enough on developing children’s understanding of the
links between sounds and letters, a common weakness in children’s knowledge identified by
the school when they enter Nursery.

Staff provide good support for pupils. The additional support provided for those pupils with
learning difficulties and/or disabilities is particularly effective and one of the key reasons why
these pupils make the same good progress as their peers. Pupils have targets to aim for in their
work and older pupils have a developing understanding of the levels at which they are working.
Not all targets are written in language which pupils find easy to understand. Consequently,
some pupils are still not clear about how they can improve. This system therefore is not yet
driving improvements as strongly as it could.

The school is well led and managed and self-evaluation is accurate. All staff and governors
follow the good lead given by the headteacher. The school's success in raising standards in
writing, providing good teaching and an interesting and enjoyable curriculum, alongside good
care, guidance and support, is clear evidence that it is well placed to continue to improve.

Effectiveness of the Foundation Stage

Grade: 2

When children start school in the Nursery their attainment is broadly typical of children of their
age. They make good progress and by the time they leave the Foundation Stage they have all
reached the goals set for children of this age and many exceed them. The rate of progress is
better in the Reception class than in the Nursery. In the Reception class, good use is made of
the information gathered about what children already know to plan effectively a range of
activities which meet all of their future needs. A strong emphasis is placed on developing
children’s early literacy and numeracy skills and this contributes well to the standards they
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reach by the end of Key Stage 1. In the Nursery, this is less effective as teaching and the planned
curriculum do not always focus sharply enough on identified priorities. Opportunities to extend
pupils’ learning through use of the outdoor area are also missed. Children’s personal and social
skills are developed well throughout the Foundation Stage. They quickly develop independence
and are confident in the positive relationships they have with one another and with staff. They
are cared for well and children with specific needs are supported very well through strong links
with external agencies.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Ensure that teaching is pitched at the right level for all pupils in all parts of lessons.
■ Ensure that the Nursery focuses sharply on teaching the links between letters and sounds.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Pupils achieve well and standards are above average. All children reach the levels expected for
their age by the time they start Year 1 and many reach higher levels. Pupils make good progress
in Key Stage 1 and reach above average standards by the end of Year 2. Standards in the 2007
national assessments were above average in reading and mathematics and significantly high
in writing. This reflects the high priority placed by the school on the firm consolidation of basic
literacy and numeracy skills. In Years 3 and 4, pupils build well on the knowledge and skills
gained in Key Stage 1. School records show that by the time they leave the school, standards
are above those expected for their age. Pupils who have learning difficulties and/or disabilities
make similarly good progress as their peers.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils' personal development, including their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development,
is good. They are able to reflect on and share their feelings, demonstrating the ability to
appreciate and value those who are different from themselves. Pupils know that they, too, have
a responsibility for their own learning and are eager to show their initiative in lessons. Behaviour
and attendance are good and this contributes well to the good standards attained as little
learning time is lost. Pupils have a very clear understanding of how to lead a healthy lifestyle
and know how to stay safe. They make a good contribution to their community through an
active role in village events and a developing awareness of global issues. Although pupils have
opportunities in assemblies and in lessons to share ideas, their understanding of how they can
influence the effectiveness of their school community is less well developed due to a lack of
formal opportunities to express their views. Pupils develop good social skills; these, together
with secure basic skills in literacy, numeracy and information and communication technology,
prepare them well for the future.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

Teaching and learning are good. As a result, pupils learn well and make good progress. Teachers
have good subject knowledge and explanations for pupils are clear. Teachers find lively and
imaginative ways to engage the interest of learners. In all lessons, the learning aims are made
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very clear. Most lessons move along at a brisk pace whilst allowing ample time for pupils to
understand what is required and to complete the tasks. All staff have very high expectations
for behaviour and classrooms are calm and purposeful places in which to learn. Teachers use
their assessments of pupils’ work thoroughly to track their progress and set targets for
improvement. In most lessons, these targets are reflected well in what pupils are required to
learn next. Occasionally, in some parts of lessons teaching does not sufficiently take into account
pupils’ differing abilities. In these lessons, a few pupils find work too difficult and others too
easy; consequently, the rate of progress slows. Marking, although often good, does not
consistently focus pupils’ attention on maintaining the good standards seen in previous pieces
of work.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

The curriculum provides a good range of interesting activities. It is enriched by visitors and
visits which are used well in pupils' learning, extending their experiences and adding to their
enjoyment. The structure of curriculum planning has been well thought out to meet the needs
of pupils in those classes which cater for more than one age group. Good use of staffing
resources facilitates daily opportunities for pupils in these classes to divide into year groups,
contributing further to the progress they make. The emphasis on the consolidation of good
basic literacy and numeracy skills in Key Stage 1 is built upon well in Years 3 and 4. Provision
for pupils’ personal development is also good, resulting in much of the good behaviour and
attitudes evident throughout the school. Pupils in Key Stages 1 and 2 enjoy swimming lessons
and the provision for sporting activities encourages positive attitudes to keeping fit and healthy.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

The school takes good care of its pupils. It is vigilant in maintaining procedures with regard to
the health and safety of pupils. Systems for safeguarding pupils are fully in place and regularly
monitored. Pastoral care is good. All staff are committed to helping pupils enjoy school and
achieve well. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities are effectively identified and
good additional support contributes to their good achievement. Links with other schools and
agencies are used well to support vulnerable pupils and those with specific statements of their
learning or physical needs. Pupils are developing an understanding of what they need to do to
improve the standards of their work in literacy and numeracy, for example, through discussions
with their teachers. Formal targets for improvement inserted into pupils’ books, however, are
numerous and not always fully understood. As a consequence, the support and guidance they
provide for pupils’ progress is limited.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

Good leadership and management are based on effective monitoring and evaluation by the
headteacher who, in this small school, carries a heavy load for ensuring the continuing
effectiveness of the school. She is well supported by governors who are helpful and challenging,
with a clear focus on carrying out their duties well. As a result, the school has an accurate view
of what it does well and where further improvements are required. Staff have a shared sense
of purpose and are fully involved in deciding on the changes needed to bring about
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improvements. For example, amendments to the curriculum, agreed strategies for teaching and
a common understanding of how to assess pupils’ work have contributed to an increase in
standards in writing. Challenging targets are set for each pupil and the school analyses their
progress closely to ensure early intervention where pupils fall behind. This does at times,
however, result in the school lowering their expectation of what these pupils can achieve in
their next year in school. Overall, the school has developed well since the last inspection. Above
average standards have been maintained and the main issues for improvement have been
successfully addressed. The school is well placed for further improvement.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

2
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

2The effectiveness of the Foundation Stage
2The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Achievement and standards

2How well do learners achieve?

2The standards1 reached by learners

2
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2How well learners enjoy their education
2The attendance of learners
2The behaviour of learners
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

2How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

2How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

2How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

2How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

2How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

2How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation

2How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

2How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

28 January 2008

Dear Pupils

Inspection of Rothbury First School, Northumberland, NE65 7PG

Thank you for the part you played in the inspection of your school. I am very grateful for your
comments which helped me to get to know your school quickly.

I agree that you have a good school. The school takes good care of you so that you feel safe
and valued and become good at looking after yourselves and others. It was good to see the
healthy choices many of you make at lunchtime and how much you understand about the
importance of taking regular exercise. Your good behaviour in lessons and the interest you
have in your work help you to do well. The good progress youmake in your literacy and numeracy
and the skills you learn about getting along with each other prepare you well for later life.

The good care you receive when you start in the Nursery helps you to settle quickly into school
routines. The activities you do help you to enjoy learning and to get along with each other.
More of these activities are going to happen in the outdoor area and you will be helped more
often to learn about sounds and letters.

You all achieve well in your time in school and reach standards better than those expected for
children of your age. A lot of your lessons are very interesting and in many of them, whatever
your ability, you are helped to improve. In a few lessons, some of you have difficulty in
understanding what you are being taught and others find tasks too easy. I have asked your
school to make sure that in all parts of lessons you all do as well as you can. You can help with
this by continuing your good attitudes to your work.

I wish you every success for the future.

Yours sincerely

Linda Buller

Lead inspector
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