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Introduction
This inspection was carried out by three Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

Stonebow is a larger than average sized primary school. Just over a third of pupils come from
beyond its catchment area. The proportion of pupils eligible for free school meals is below
average, although numbers have doubled in the past year. The proportion of pupils who speak
English as an additional language is above average and has been rising for the last three years.
The proportion with learning difficulties and/or disabilities (LDD) is below that found nationally.
A few classes have had changes of staff during this school year.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

Stonebow Primary School provides a good education that is rightly valued by pupils and their
parents. One parent summed up the views of many in saying, 'The school has a fantastic feel
and provides stimulating learning.' It is a friendly and welcoming community where pupils
achieve well.

Most pupils leave at the age of 11 with standards that are well above national averages. They
are taught well and the outstanding curriculum offers exciting and relevant opportunities for
all pupils, including those with LDD, to learn and make good progress. Pupils with English as
an additional language achieve well, in line with their peers. Test results for pupils at the end
of Year 6 rose sharply in English in 2007, reflecting good achievement. Current standards
indicate that this recent improvement will be continued with a greater proportion of pupils
reaching the higher level, especially in writing. The gap between reading and writing standards
has started to narrow because of the strong focus on improving the quality of the teaching of
writing, especially for the more able. However, through rigorous self-evaluation, the school
has rightly identified that more needs to be done to ensure that writing is consistently well
taught.

The good care, guidance and support pupils receive ensure that they develop well as confident,
happy and mature individuals. Pupils learn and play well together and their behaviour is good
in lessons and around the school. They develop respect and tolerance for others and have a
good understanding of how to keep themselves and others safe. Pupils know that their views
are valued and they have regular influence on decisions that are made, for example through
the school council. The school forges close links with the local and wider community and this
encourages pupils to act as good young citizens. Pupils' good skills in literacy, numeracy and
information and communication technology, combined with their ability to take responsibility,
means that they are well prepared for the future. As a result of recent changes to the way
teachers mark pupils' work and involve them in discussing their own progress, the majority of
pupils now understand how well they are doing and what they need to do to improve.

Teachers frequently plan practical activities in an exciting curriculum, which inspire pupils to
be inquisitive and attentive. This contributes significantly to pupils' enjoyment of school. Whilst
the quality of teaching is good overall, the quality of individual lessons varies from satisfactory
to outstanding. Part of this variation is because the school has experienced some disruption
to staffing. The school's leaders have worked hard to minimise the impact of this on pupils,
but they acknowledge that not all teachers have consistent expectations of pupils' progress
and some pupils in years 3 and 4 have progressed more slowly. When teachers do not challenge
pupils to produce their best, this often leads to careless presentation of work.

The school is led and managed well. The headteacher provides a clear steer for the future
direction of the school. Senior leaders and governors have a good understanding of the school's
strengths and areas for development, for example, the need to improve the leadership in Years
3 and 4. Key staff monitor pupils' standards regularly and track pupils' progress carefully.

Effectiveness of the Foundation Stage

Grade: 2

Children come into school with skills that are below the expected level for their age, especially
in their social and emotional development. They make good progress however and by the time
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they are ready to leave the Reception Year most are on track to achieve the early learning goals.
Progress is particularly strong in personal, social and emotional development and this is
demonstrated by children's positive attitudes to their work, play and each other. Children learn
quickly because of the strong relationships that they make with adults and the way the staff
participate actively with them in their play. Staff carefully assess children's progress and plan
activities that build on their interests. As a result, activities are made exciting and fun, which
means that most children want to be fully involved. As one parent commented, 'My daughter
in the Foundation Stage loves school and I feel she has a teacher who understands her needs.'
The school works very actively to promote a good partnership with parents, using a home school
diary. This gives regular updates on work covered in class and suggests ways that parents can
support their children's learning at home. The Foundation Stage is well led and managed.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Strengthen the leadership in Years 3 and 4 in order to raise the expectations of what pupils
can achieve and ensure a consistency of good progress across the school.

■ Raise standards in writing, particularly for more able pupils, by sharing the most effective
practice in teaching.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Pupils achieve well, including those who need extra support and those who have English as an
additional language. The good progress children make in the Foundation Stage continues during
Key Stage 1 so that standards are above average by the end of Year 2. In the 2007 national
assessments, the proportion of pupils who reached the higher level was nearer to average, but
in the current Year 2 it is above average, including in writing, which has been identified as a
whole-school priority for improvement. In Key Stage 2, pupils continue to achieve well so that
by the time they leave Year 6 standards are well above average in all subjects. Again, this year,
the progress made by pupils in writing has improved significantly, particularly by more able
pupils, so that their standards too are above average. School based tracking of pupils' progress,
as well as pupils' current work, shows that the progress made by pupils is slower in Years 3 and
4, but it improves rapidly in Year 6.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils say they feel happy in school and enjoy the wide range of opportunities provided for
them, especially the clubs, after school activities and residential visits. Most pupils behave well
in school, instances of bullying are relatively rare and pupils say they know what to do if these
occur. They are aware of the consequences of their actions, but understand if they are polite,
well mannered, kind and helpful, these attributes will be acknowledged, for example through
the 'Chance to Change' initiative. Pupils can explain clearly how to keep safe, and the school
council has been particularly active in helping pupils to have a good understanding of how to
lead a healthy lifestyle. Older pupils thrive on taking responsibility, for example as 'Little
Leaders' supporting the younger pupils at playtime. Pupils have a good knowledge of the
diversity of cultures and backgrounds and they feel this gives them a better understanding and
tolerance of others. Attendance is average and most pupils come to school regularly and on
time. The school is working hard to improve attendance, in particular to limit the number of
pupils who take holidays in term time.
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Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

The very positive relationships in all classes help pupils to be fully engaged in their learning.
This is most evident in practical tasks, for example, pupils in Year 6 involved in data collection
were highly motivated, cooperating well and thoroughly enjoying their work. There are some
good examples of teaching assistants being used very well to help different groups of learners,
although in one or two lessons this good resource is underused. Teachers' good subject
knowledge enables pupils to be clear about what it is that they are expected to learn. Generally,
they are given an appropriate challenge, but in Years 3 and 4, expectations of what pupils can
achieve are not always sufficiently high. The strong whole-school focus on improving pupils'
progress in writing has led to better teaching of this subject and higher standards, including
for the more able. However, leaders are aware that the good practice that exists is not yet
consistent across the school.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 1

This is a strength of the school. Pupils talk enthusiastically about the wide range of
extra-curricular activities and residential visits, which support both their personal and academic
development very effectively. Carefully planned visits and visitors make the curriculum rich and
exciting. Practical tasks, which the pupils really enjoy, are a prominent feature of a well-designed,
thematic approach to learning. They are very much in evidence in the outstanding workshops,
which relate to each theme, and are run weekly in Years 3 to 6. A wide range of adults, including
parents, who can teach the relevant skills, are skilfully deployed in these sessions. Excellent
use is made of the school grounds for a wide range of activities for pupils of all ages. The
curriculum has been very well adapted to help pupils who need extra support. For example,
early morning reading clubs are successfully helping to raise the standards of boys' reading.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

Pupils are well looked after and say they feel happy and safe in school. There are good links
with a range of outside agencies to support the most vulnerable pupils. Those with LDD, as
well as those with English as an additional language, get good support from teachers and
teaching assistants, enabling them to make good progress. All requirements for safeguarding
pupils are fully in place and good attention is given to carrying out risk assessments, particularly
when visits are taking place. Academic guidance has improved since the last inspection. Targets
are well known by pupils and mostly offer a good level of challenge to help pupils improve their
work. There are some good examples of marking which help pupils to know how successful
they have been and how they can do even better. However, this good practice is inconsistent
and especially in Years 3 and 4.

6 of 11Inspection Report: Stonebow Primary School, 14�15 May 2008



Leadership and management
Grade: 2

The headteacher has a strong commitment to the needs of all pupils and has a clear vision for
the school's future. She has been particularly successful in developing an effective leadership
team with clearly defined roles, a shared approach and a determination to raise standards. A
robust system, which involves staff at all levels, as well as governors, checks how well the school
is doing and highlights what it could do better. As a result, there have been some good
improvements, for example in the standards of pupils' writing by the end of Year 6. Most
recently, the school's analysis of its own performance has identified the need to strengthen
leadership in Years 3 and 4 in order to raise expectations of what pupils can achieve. Although
a number of staff with key leadership responsibilities are relatively new to their roles, they are
passionate about their subjects, and the impact of their work is already visible in improved
standards in writing and in the improved standards reached by more able pupils. Governance
is good and the highly effective chair of governors ensures that inexperienced governors are
well supported in their roles. Good partnerships have been established with parents and with
other organisations locally, which support pupils to make good progress. The effective way in
which the school has tackled weaknesses identified at the previous inspection and the good
understanding that leaders have about how to address current weaknesses, combined with a
very united staff team, indicates that the school has a good capacity to make further
improvements.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

2
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

2The effectiveness of the Foundation Stage
2The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Achievement and standards

2How well do learners achieve?

2The standards1 reached by learners

2
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2How well learners enjoy their education
3The attendance of learners
2The behaviour of learners
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

2How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

2How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

1How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

2How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

2How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

2How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation

2How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

2How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Dear Children

Inspection of Stonebow Primary School, Loughborough, LE11 4ZH

Thank you for the warm welcome you gave us when we visited your school recently. It was
obvious that you go to a good school, behave well and get on very well together. You told us
that you really enjoy the topics you study and the chance to go on school visits. We could see
that teachers plan exciting work for you and give you a super range of clubs. We were glad to
find that the teaching is good and you make good progress. If you need some extra help in
lessons, you are supported well. At the same time, the staff encourage you to be independent
whenever possible.

Most of your lessons are interesting and successful. This means that most of you do well in
your work and by the time you are in Year 6, you are well prepared for secondary school. We
were particularly impressed by the improvements that many of you have made in your writing
recently. Many of you told us that you know your targets and you explained to us how they
help you to improve your work. We could see that you are eager to take on extra responsibilities
in school, and we were impressed by the way the 'Little Leaders' in Year 6 help the younger
children at playtime.

We could see that you get on very well with your teachers and their assistants. We know that
some of you have had changes of teacher recently. I have asked Mrs Wood, her staff and school
governors to do all they can to make sure that your lessons are as good as possible and that
you make good progress, whoever your teacher is. I have also asked that the most successful
ways of helping you to improve your writing are used in all of the classes.

It was a pleasure finding out about your school. Keep working hard and enjoying all it has to
offer you.

Best wishes

Mrs Mary Jane Edwards Lead inspector
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