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Introduction

The inspection was carried out by an Additional Inspector. The inspector evaluated the overall
effectiveness of the school and investigated the following issues:

® Achievement and standards
® The quality and use of assessment
® The quality of the Foundation Stage.

Evidence was gathered from the school’s self-evaluation, national published assessment data,
the school’s own records of pupil progress, and the school’s plans for further development. All
classes were observed by the inspector and the Foundation Stage was also observed by the
headteacher. Other aspects of the school's work were not investigated in detail. The inspector
found that the judgements made in the school’s self-evaluation form were justified and these
have been included where appropriate in this report.

Description of the school

This is a smaller than average primary school situated near to two major towns. It serves an
area with above average socio-economic deprivation. Pupils are of predominately White British
heritage. The school has a smaller than average number of pupils who take free school meals.
It also has a smaller than average proportion of pupils who are from ethnic minority groups or
who have learning difficulties and/or disabilities. There are currently no pupils with English as
an additional language. There are significantly more girls than boys in school.

Key for inspection grades

Grade 1 Outstanding
Grade 2 Good
Grade 3 Satisfactory

Grade 4 Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

This is a good school with outstanding features. Belmont has a very warm friendly atmosphere
in which pupils are very well cared for and their individual talents recognised and developed.
This caring school has been highly successful in creating an environment where pupils feel
secure and learning flourishes. As a result, they settle quickly and make good progress in both
their academic and personal development.

The school knows its pupils well and provides them with a high quality education which
represents good value for money. This is because teaching is good and the curriculum is enriched
with a wide range of extra clubs and visiting speakers. Pupils particularly enjoy dance, music
and art and were keen to describe how they had used these to fully experience Indonesian
culture. Parents are overwhelmingly supportive and say their children love coming to school;
this is well reflected by pupils” above average attendance. Provision for the safequarding and
personal welfare of pupils, including child protection procedures, are firmly in place and reviewed
regularly.

Achievement is good for all pupils including those with learning difficulties and/or disabilities
and standards are above average. In their time in school, pupils make good progress and
generally achieve well. Extremely rapid progress occurs in the Foundation Stage and after
starting school with levels of development typical for their age, most children reach standards
that exceed the expectations for their age by the end of the Reception. Progress continues at
very good rate in Key Stage 1 and good rate in Key Stage 2. In the 2007 national tests, pupils
in Year 2 reached well above average standards in reading and mathematics and above average
standards in writing. In the Year 6 test results, standards were above average in English,
mathematics and science with many of the pupils achieving the highest levels. The school has
evaluated its assessment data well and has recognised that pupils do not achieve as well in
writing. It quickly introduced a range of strategies and these have already begun to raise
standards, but too much writing is still based upon simple responses to reading. There are too
few opportunities for pupils to write longer pieces of work or to write extensively in subjects
other than English. Current standards are similar to the 2007 test results and pupils in Years 2
and 6 are well on course to achieve their predicted levels.

Progress is good because pupils enjoy their lessons. They say it is “brilliant here” and they work
hard to please their teachers. Teaching is of a high quality, particularly in Key Stage 1, and
results in high quality learning. This is because lessons are well planned and thoroughly prepared
teaching assistants support the pupils well. Pupils” work is carefully marked and pupils receive
high quality oral feedback on how well they have achieved an understanding of the topic in a
particular lesson. However, pupils are not always sure what their learning target is or what they
need to do to achieve it. This means that some pupils do not always have sufficient individual
challenge, particularly in English.

Personal development is outstanding. Pupils respond well to the school’s clear values and their
social, moral, spiritual and cultural development is excellent. Their attitudes and relationships
with others are of the highest order which means their behaviour in and around school is

exemplary. They enjoy lessons and are highly motivated. Pupils relish the opportunity to take
up responsibilities and are very proud of their achievements as a school council. They are

particularly pleased with the new system of pre-ordering lunch which has ensured that all pupils
are able to choose their own menu. Pupils know how to stay safe and healthy and are keen to
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take up a wide range of clubs and activities. As a result of their excellent attitudes and positive
relationships, they develop quickly into mature and articulate young people who have the
confidence to express an opinion.

Leadership and management are good. The priorities for development are absolutely appropriate.
They centre on providing high quality information for parents and pupils by refining the
assessment process further to ensure individual pupils know their learning targets. The school
knows its strengths and takes rapid action to remedy its weaknesses. There has been good
improvement, especially in writing, since the last inspection. The leadership team works hard
to balance a teaching commitment with school development and they are well supported by
knowledgeable and committed governors. The school has good capacity to improve further.

Effectiveness of the Foundation Stage
Grade: 1

The quality of provision in the Foundation Stage is outstanding. The phase is very well led by
an enthusiastic and energetic teacher who works hard to provide well structured and interesting
experiences for the children. They benefit from an outstanding curriculum which means that
although they join the Foundation Stage with skills which are broadly typical for their age they
make exceptional progress and finish the Reception year with skills and knowledge above
expectations. Planning, assessment and record keeping are all outstanding. It is this meticulous
attention to detail which ensures that the teaching assistant is very well prepared and the two
work seamlessly together to support children’s development.

What the school should do to improve further

® Ensure pupils know what their learning target is and what they need to do to achieve it.
® Raise standards in writing and create opportunities for extended writing across the curriculum.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance ‘Complaints about school inspection’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and School
grade 4 inadequate Overall

Overall effectiveness

How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners' 5
well-being?

The effectiveness of the Foundation Stage

The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Yes

N)| —

Achievement and standards

How well do learners achieve? 2

The standards' reached by learners 2
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress 2

Personal development and well-being

How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles

The extent to which learners adopt safe practices

How well learners enjoy their education

The attendance of learners

The behaviour of learners

The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

N IN]=IN|=N|N]=—] —

The quality of provision

How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs 5
and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 2

' Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement 5

and supporting all learners?

How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading 5

to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

How effectively leaders and managers use challenging targets to raise standards 2

The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation 2

How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so 5

that all learners achieve as well as they can

How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to 5

achieve value for money

The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their 5

responsibilities

Do procedures for safequarding learners meet current government Yes

requirements?

Does this school require special measures? No

Does this school require a notice to improve? No
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

22 January 2008

Dear Pupils

Inspection of Turton Belmont Community Primary School, Blackburn with Darwen, BL7 8AH

Thank you so much for making me so welcome when | visited your school. | enjoyed talking to
you and your teachers and finding out what makes your school a good school with outstanding
features.

The governors, headteacher and teachers take great care to watch what works well in your
school and change things if they are not helping you. It is because your teachers know you all
very well and because they do everything possible to ensure that you are well cared for and
kept safe that you are all so relaxed and happy.

Your behaviour is excellent and you all looked very smart in your uniforms. | thought that the
way in which you did jobs around the school, took responsibility and developed self-confidence
was excellent. The school council were keen to tell me of the changes they had made to lunches
and that you were now all able to order what you wanted to eat the day before. | was so pleased
to hear how you all enjoyed school particularly music, dance and art.

You are all doing well at school and making good progress. This is because you work hard and
are well taught. However, you need to have more practice at writing longer pieces of work and
this would help you develop excellent writing skills. I think it would also help you to do even
better if your school gave you all learning targets which could be shared with your parents who
would help you meet them.

| thoroughly enjoyed hearing you all sing so well in assembly. It made such a lovely start to the
day.

| wish you all the very best in the future.
Yours sincerely
Mary Sewell

Lead inspector



