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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by one Additional Inspector.

Description of the school

The school is smaller than average and the attainment of most children on entry is above that
expected. It was reorganised from a first school into a primary school in 2004. Most pupils are
fromWhite British backgrounds. The proportion of pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities
is below average.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

This is a good school that has several outstanding features. At the centre of its success are
good leadership and management that have effectively overseen the transition from a first to
a primary school. As a result, a good curriculum has been developed that meets the needs and
aspirations of all pupils. The school is not complacent, despite a track record of consistently
high standards. This is seen in its determination to drive standards up further, particularly in
writing. Parents are overwhelmingly supportive of the school and rightly proud of the experiences
provided for their children. One parent's comment reflected the views of many, 'We are delighted
with the school. Both of our children have a thirst for knowledge that is cultivated well and so
much learning is done in a positive and interesting way'.

Pupils' achievement is good and enables them to attain standards by the end of Year 6 that
are well above average in English, mathematics and science. This is a direct result of the
consistently good teaching and learning that is evident throughout the school. Adults know
their children well in the Reception class and so are able to set work that effectively matches
their individual needs. As a result, they make good progress and, by the time they enter Year
1, exceed the goals for learning expected of them. This good progress is maintained in Years
1 to 6, with pupils showing positive attitudes to learning and much enjoyment in their activities.
Although standards in English are high overall, pupils' achievement in writing is a relatively
weaker aspect of the subject. The school has put in place a range of strategies during the last
year to bring about improvement. The impact of these strategies has not been fully evaluated
and so the school does not have a clear view of the extent to which they have been successful.
However, it is evident that at times teachers do not have high enough expectations of pupils'
achievement in writing. For example, when writing in other subjects there is a lack of rigour in
ensuring pupils use grammar, spelling and punctuation accurately and that their presentation
is of the highest quality.

Pupils' personal development and well-being are outstanding. Most of them behave in an
exemplary way and are very kind and considerate towards others. They show a great deal of
enjoyment in coming to school and this is reflected in the above average attendance rate. The
excellent range of enrichment activities that enliven the curriculum has a very positive impact
on pupils' personal development. This is especially so in developing their social skills in the
many after-school clubs and during residential visits.

The school provides good care, support and guidance for its pupils. Pastoral care is outstanding
and reflects the Christian ethos that permeates the school. There is very close liaison with other
providers and outside agencies to ensure pupils' well-being and to provide effective support
for those pupils who need extra help. This support means that pupils with learning difficulties
and/or disabilities are fully involved in all activities and make the same good progress as other
pupils.

The school has made good progress since the last inspection, such as in limiting the use of
worksheets for pupils to record their findings. There is good capacity to make any changes
needed to bring about further improvement.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Raise teachers' expectations of what pupils are capable of achieving in their writing.
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■ Evaluate more rigorously the impact of strategies recently introduced to improve pupils'
writing.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Pupils achieve well and so they reach standards that are well above average in English,
mathematics and science by the time they leave school. Good progress in the Reception class
leads to children confidently taking responsibility for their own learning. Throughout the school,
pupils' performance in reading is stronger than in writing. High standards in mathematics and
science are linked to the fact that activities in these subjects are often practical and related
closely to pupils' everyday experiences. As a result, pupils show much interest in their work
and are keen to learn. In recent years, boys have not performed as well as girls. A variety of
strategies have been introduced to tackle this disparity. These have proved successful and this
year, boys have achieved as well as girls through the school and in Year 6 have outperformed
them in the national tests for eleven year olds.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 1

Pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is outstanding. They are very thoughtful
of other pupils' feelings and considerate of their needs. The vast majority of pupils are very
aware of their responsibilities within school, although a few do not behave as well as they could
at times. Pupils are extremely good at cooperating with others in pairs or small groups, which
has a very positive impact on the good progress they make. They talk knowledgeably about
health and safety issues and can articulately explain the way to live a healthy lifestyle and how
to stay safe. Pupils make an excellent contribution to school and village life. For example, the
school council and Eco committee have been instrumental in setting up pupils' responsibilities
and changes in school rules. In the wider local community they have been proactive in the
proposals for the creation of a shelter on the village playing field. Pupils are well prepared for
their future lives.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

In the Reception class, children are given practical and interesting activities that effectively
promote their development as independent learners. In the rest of the school lessons are planned
well to build on previous work and so develop pupils' skills and understanding in a progressive
way. Teachers use questioning well to probe pupils' understanding and challenge their thinking.
This was evident in a literacy lesson in Year 5 in which pupils were learning how to present both
sides of an argument. At times, teachers are not rigorous enough in ensuring that pupils' writing
reaches the highest standard of which they are capable. This hinders their achievement in this
aspect of English. Teaching assistants make a valuable contribution to all pupils' learning,
especially those who have learning difficulties and disabilities. Relationships are excellent and
ensure that classrooms are very calm and friendly places in which to learn.
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Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

The curriculum is planned well to give a good balance in promoting pupils' academic skills and
their creative talents. Consequently, pupils receive a well-rounded education that pleases their
parents. Pupils talk enthusiastically about the wide range of musical and dramatical activities
that they take part in. There is good provision for pupils to extend their sporting skills during
out of school clubs and by working with professional sports coaches. The impact of this is seen
in the pupils' success in competitive sports with other schools. Although there are sufficient
opportunities for pupils to write in other subjects, they are not focused enough on specifically
developing their skills in writing further. This contributes to writing being a relatively weaker
aspect of English. The wide range of educational visits, including residential stays and visitors
to school, makes a significant contribution to pupils' personal development.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

All involved in the school are firmly committed to ensuring pupils' health, safety and well-being.
There are stringent safeguarding procedures in place. For example, all staff are trained in child
protection matters and are very aware of what to do if they have concerns about a pupil. There
are rigorous risk assessments in place. Parents are very appreciative of the care the school takes
of their children. It is also appreciated by pupils and as one commented, 'We feel very safe and
secure in our school and on the playground'. The procedures for checking the progress that
pupils make are good. The information collected is used effectively to develop their skills in
reading, mathematics and science. It is not always used as well when showing pupils how to
improve further their skills in writing.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

The headteacher is a good leader who provides clear direction for the school. She is supported
well by an able senior management team, whose members carry out their roles and
responsibilities diligently. There is a good team ethos throughout the school that is clearly
focused on school improvement. All involved in the work of the school have worked
conscientiously over the last few years to ensure the success of the change from a first to a
primary school. Consequently, there has been minimal disruption to pupils' learning and high
standards have beenmaintained. A few parents expressed concern that communication between
school and home could be better. The school acknowledges this and is to explore ways of
making improvements. Performance management is good and effectively links staff professional
development to school priorities. Self-evaluation is accurate and has correctly identified and
prioritised areas for development, such as standards in writing. However, leadership and
management have not fully evaluated the action taken to bring about improvement. Governance
is good, with all governors fully involved in helping the school to improve further.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4

inadequate

Overall effectiveness

2
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

1Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

2The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
2The capacity to make any necessary improvements

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards

2How well do learners achieve?

2The standards1 reached by learners

2
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

1How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

1The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
1The behaviour of learners
2The attendance of learners
1How well learners enjoy their education
1The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
1The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
1The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

2How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

2How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

2How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

2How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

2How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

2How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets

2How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

2How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

12 July 2007

Dear Pupils

Inspection of Romsley St Kenelm's Primary School, Romsley, B62 0LF

Thank you for the warm welcome you gave me when I visited your school. You were so friendly
and keen to talk to me about what you do in school. I would like to tell you that I consider your
school to be a good one. It helps you to achieve well and reach standards that are well above
average in English, mathematics and science by the end of Year 6.

Your personal development is outstanding and most of you behave in an excellent manner.
Those few pupils who do not always act responsibly could help the school be an even better
place to learn and play by behaving as well as everyone else. I especially like the way you are
so polite and care about and consider others. Teachers make sure your lessons are interesting
and are good at asking questions to make you think hard. Your reading is better than your
writing and teachers should make sure you always do your best in writing so that you improve
your skills further. Some changes have been introduced to raise your achievement in writing
but they have not been fully checked to see if they are being successful.

You told me you have lots of interesting and exciting things to do at school. You said you
especially enjoy the many sporting and musical activities that you can take part in. All adults
take very good care of you and ensure you are safe while in school. You told me that if you
have any worries or concerns you can talk to an adult and are confident you would be listened
to. The people in charge of the school do a good job and are working hard to improve your
school even further.

I would like to give a special word of thanks to the members of the school council and Eco
committee, who gave up their time to talk to me. You are a credit to your school.

I have asked your school to do two things to improve what it does.

■ Make sure teachers always expect you to do as well as you can in your writing.
■ Closely check if changes introduced to improve your writing are successful.

I hope you continue to enjoy your learning and remain kind to others in the future.

Best wishes

Melvyn Hemmings Lead inspector
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