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Introduction

The inspection was carried out by an Additional Inspector. The inspector evaluated the overall
effectiveness of the school and investigated the following issues: whether the current Year 2
pupils are on course to attain standards that are as high as the previous year's cohort; how the
school is working to improve the pupils' attainment and progress in mathematics; and the
quality of the school's provision for the pupils' care, guidance and support. Evidence was
gathered from records of pupils' attainment, samples of pupils' work, observations in lessons
and around the school, meetings with staff, governors and pupils, and an analysis of responses
to the parents' questionnaire. Other aspects of the school's work were not investigated in detail
but the inspection found no evidence to contradict the school's own judgements given in its
self-evaluation and these have been included in the report where appropriate.

Description of the school

Hasland is a larger than average sized infant school that has a nursery. Almost all the pupils
are of White British background. The proportion of pupils entitled to free school meals is below
the national average. The number that have learning difficulties and/or disabilities is at the
national average. Most of these pupils have moderate learning or behavioural difficulties. The
school holds the following awards: Investors in People, Healthy Schools, Eco School and Basic
Skills Quality Mark.

Key for inspection grades

Grade 1 Outstanding
Grade 2 Good
Grade 3 Satisfactory

Grade 4 Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

Hasland is a good school. As one parent said, 'We cannot praise the school enough. We have
watched our daughter develop within a highly supportive and nurturing environment.’ Standards
of care, guidance and support are indeed high. The views of many were encapsulated in the
comments of the parent who wrote, ‘The school is very committed to providing high quality
care and education for all the children who attend.'

Almost all the pupils thoroughly enjoy school and learning. They are particularly proud of the
school's commitment to being eco-friendly. They talk animatedly about the importance of
protecting the environment, the garden, and eco councils as well as the environmental lessons.
As a result, pupils are aware of their ecological responsibilities. Pupils have a good understanding
of healthy lifestyles, though, despite the best efforts of the school, their lunchboxes do not
always reflect this. Pupils relish the opportunity to take responsibility, and the school's good
curriculum provision facilitates the opportunity for pupils to develop responsibility by classroom
rules, school rules, and discussion promoting the development of mature and responsible
attitudes. This results in the pupils' good behaviour which has a positive impact on achievement
and also helps to sustain harmonious relationships throughout the school.

Pupils' are prepared well for the next stage in their education, not only because of their good
personal qualities but also by their attainment of above average educational standards. Pupils
enter Year 1 with skills that match the national expectation. They make good progress in both
Years 1 and 2, and as a result, attain standards that are above average by the time that they
leave. Standards in writing are particularly strong because the school places a strong emphasis
on developing pupils’ writing skills. Standards in mathematics have not been quite as high as
reading or writing. However, the school carried out an effective analysis of teaching and learning
in mathematics and, as a result, staff put good improvement projects into place. The school's
evaluation revealed that pupils' problem-solving skills were not sufficiently well developed. As
a result, the school changed its approach to ensure that mathematics was made more real by
providing a context for their learning. In addition, the arrangements for grouping pupils were
changed to enable a stronger focus to be provided to meet pupils' needs. In consequence,
standards have improved in mathematics and current Year 2 pupils are on course to attain
standards that match those for reading and writing.

Achievement is good throughout the school because the quality of teaching is good. There are
many strengths in the teaching. Relationships are very positive with teachers managing pupils
well. Classrooms have a calm and purposeful atmosphere in which pupils thrive. Planning is
good and teachers generally ensure that the activities set are interesting and provide good
challenge for the pupils. In the best lessons, teachers quicken learning because they question
pupils well and ensure that the work set matches pupils' learning needs. Teachers sometimes
miss opportunities for pupils to learn through real-life situations and this has the effect of
slowing progress.

The well-planned curriculum makes a good contribution to pupils' progress in English,
mathematics and science. The recent emphasis on making the curriculum more relevant is
paying dividends that can be seen in pupils’' good personal development as confident learners.
Well-used themes link learning across many different subjects to help make learning real. In
addition, there is an extensive range of extra-curricular activities providing pupils with the
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chance to enjoy learning outside lessons. A satisfactory range of visits out of school and visitors
who support learning enrich the curriculum.

The quality of the care, guidance and support is outstanding. One key aspect of the school's
provision that makes a strong contribution to the pupils’ learning is the excellent way that
pupils' progress is checked. This enables teachers to ensure that pupils have clear targets for
improvement and progress and are clear what they have to do to improve. In addition, it enables
early identification of any pupils that are at risk of falling behind. Their needs are carefully
evaluated and the resulting good provision enables these pupils to make good progress.
Teachers' marking is of high quality. It is helpful, telling pupils clearly what they are doing well
and how they might improve their work.

All these things do not happen by chance. The overall quality of leadership and management
is good. The headteacher's leadership and management are outstanding. There is an incisive
vision for the school and a rigorous focus on improving provision and standards, resulting in
good accountability structures. Management of the staff is sensitive. There have been a number
of changes in senior leadership and the responsibilities of staff, but these changes have been
taken in the school's stride. This is because teamwork is strong, and all staff feel empowered
to make a contribution to the school's educational direction. Furthermore, these views are
valued and reflected upon. There was a weakness in governance at the time of the previous
inspection. This has been addressed successfully and governance is good. Even though there
has been a high turnover of governors, they have ensured that their commitment to the school
has been unwavering and they fulfil their responsibilities well.

Effectiveness of the Foundation Stage
Grade: 2

Parents are rightly positive about the Foundation Stage provision. ‘Nursery staff are always
welcoming, friendly, encouraging and interested in my child and go out of their way to make
sure every child is settled and happy.’ Children's skills on entry to Nursery are below those
typically found, particularly in their communication, language and literacy. Because the provision
is good in both the Nursery and Reception classes, children make good progress, achieve well
and reach the standards expected by the end of Reception. The recent developments in the
organisation of the curriculum have led to even stronger links between the Nursery and
Reception. The quality of teaching and learning in both year groups is good, children enjoy the
activities, and they learn and work well together. Children benefit from a wide range of good
quality resources, both inside and outdoors. There are good arrangements for checking progress,
and assessments are used well to guide staff in planning the next range of activities.

What the school should do to improve further

® Build on the best practice in teaching to ensure that pupils more consistently learn through
real life tasks and activities.



Inspection Report: Hasland Infant School, 28 March 2008 6 0of 9

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance ‘Complaints about school inspection’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A
Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and School
grade 4 inadequate Overall
Overall effectiveness
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated 5
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last Yes
inspection
How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners' 5
well-being?
The effectiveness of the Foundation Stage 2
The capacity to make any necessary improvements 2
Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve? 2
The standards' reached by learners 2
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between 5
groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress 2
Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the 5
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 2
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles 2
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices 2
How well learners enjoy their education 1
The attendance of learners 3
The behaviour of learners 2
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community 2
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to 5
their future economic well-being
The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the 5
learners’ needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs 5
and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 1

' Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Annex A

Leadership and management

How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement 5

and supporting all learners?

How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading 5

to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

How effectively leaders and managers use challenging targets to raise standards 2

The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation 1

How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so 5

that all learners achieve as well as they can

How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to 5

achieve value for money

The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their 5

responsibilities

Do procedures for safequarding learners meet current government Yes

requirements?

Does this school require special measures? No

Does this school require a notice to improve? No




Inspection Report: Hasland Infant School, 28 March 2008 90f9

Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
31 March 2008

Dear Pupils

Hasland Infant School, Chesterfield, S41 OPE

Thank you very much for welcoming me to your school when | visited you recently. It was a
pleasure to talk with you and | particularly enjoyed watching the way you worked and played
together. | would like to say a special thanks to the members of the eco council and the school
council, who told me what it is like to be a pupil at Hasland.

| can understand why you all thoroughly enjoy learning and are proud of your school. Yours is
a good school. You told me that you feel really safe and | can see that this is because the staff
take excellent care of you. The adults work hard for you and the teaching is good. Your behaviour
is good and you take care to make sure that all of you enjoy school. This helps everyone to feel
important. Your teachers also make sure that there are many interesting activities for you to
do. | was impressed with your levels of concentration and your good learning in lessons. As a
result, you achieve well and reach above average standards by the time you leave to go to the
juniors. Your progress overall is good.

| have asked for one thing to be done. This is for your teachers to make sure that as well as
telling you about what you should learn in each lesson, they always give you activities that are
real for you. This will help you to understand and learn even better. You can help by making
sure that you work hard to reach your targets.

Best wishes for the future.
Yours sincerely
Keith Sadler

Lead inspector



