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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by an Additional Inspector.

Description of the school

This small primary school serves the former mining community of Stanton. Almost all of the
pupils are of White British heritage and mostly come from homes where English is the first
language. Attainment on entry to the school is below expectations although there is a wide
range of ability in each class. Pupils are taught in mixed-age classes. The proportion of pupils
entitled to a free school meal and the proportion with learning difficulties and disabilities is
above average.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

The school provides a satisfactory level of education for its pupils. The headteacher is
successfully helping the school to recover from an unsettled period in its history. During this
time there has been a significant change in staffing, and falling standards of achievement.
Throughout this period, the headteacher has remained resolute in her determination and work
to bring about improvements. This has paid off and an improvement is now evident in pupils'
standard of work with a corresponding upturn in results. Current standards in Year 6 are above
average in mathematics and this represents good achievement. Standards in English and science
are broadly average with the pupils' performance in reading being much stronger than in writing.

The school has made satisfactory progress since the last inspection and based upon its track
record of improvements since then, it has a satisfactory capacity to carry on improving. Standards
in Year 2 are continuing to improve, although this improvement is less pronounced in writing,
particularly boys' writing. Standards are improving because children are given a good start to
their learning in the Foundation Stage and in Year 1, and the teaching in Year 2 enables pupils
to build satisfactorily on this. The overall quality of teaching and learning is satisfactory, with
examples of good practice, particularly in the teaching of French. In the more successful lessons,
relationships are strong and teachers are making much better use of assessment data to raise
their expectations of what pupils can achieve. Less successful lessons do not challenge the
pupils enough, especially in writing. The school accurately recognises the lack of consistency
in the quality of teaching.

Pupils' personal development is satisfactory. The positive school ethos and engaging range of
opportunities available supports pupils' personal development and keeps them interested. As
a result, pupils enjoy their schooling and attendance rates are above average. They have a good
understanding of healthy life styles. However, the behaviour of a few is unpredictable and
inconsistently managed; this impairs the climate for learning. Pupils make a satisfactory
contribution to the school community through the work of the school council, for example,
and are appropriately prepared for the next stage of their education.

Leadership and management are satisfactory. The headteacher is committed to teamwork and
promoting a secure and nurturing environment although she has yet to gain the confidence of
a significant number of parents, as the returns and comments in the Ofsted parents'
questionnaires revealed. Welfare, care and guidance are satisfactory. The level of management
expertise amongst the staff team is variable. There is good practice in the Foundation Stage
for example, but expertise and understanding in other areas lacks consistency. However, the
school's strategy for strengthening its effectiveness is gainingmomentum. The governors' view
of the school's performance is gaining a critical edge and they provide satisfactory support.

Effectiveness of the Foundation Stage

Grade: 2

The Foundation Stage is led well and provides children with a positive and enjoyable start to
their education. The welcoming staff work hard to ensure children are nurtured in a caring and
supportive environment. Good links have been established with the parents and children enjoy
a wide variety of activities both inside and out which motivate and enthuse them. However,
the outside area needs further improvement to provide for greater opportunities for the
children's physical development. Staff work well together as a team to promote the children's
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growing independence and good social skills. They have recently introduced systems to accelerate
learning in letter sounds and writing and these are beginning to have a significant impact on
raising standards. The quality of teaching is good overall, with good questioning skills and
timely interventions to encourage learning. Children make good progress to reach the
expectations of the Foundation Stage curriculum in most areas by the end of Reception.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Improve the quality of teaching and learning to the standard of the best, in order to raise
standards in writing, particularly for the boys.

■ Improve the leadership roles of all staff in order to continue the momentum for improvement.
■ Improve the relationship with parents to establish an effective partnership.

A small proportion of the schools whose overall effectiveness is judged satisfactory but which
have areas of underperformance will receive a monitoring visit by an OFSTED inspector before
their next section 5 inspection.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

Pupils enter school with skills and knowledge that are below expectations, particularly in areas
of communication, language and literacy. However, there is a wide spread of ability. For example,
a few speak confidently, whilst others have a limited vocabulary and struggle to express their
ideas clearly. The previous decline in standards has been halted and they are rising again in
Key Stage 1. Although still below average in writing, standards are broadly average in reading
and mathematics, although only a few pupils achieve the higher levels. Teachers and pupils
now have a much clearer idea of what is needed to improve. Current standards in Year 6 are
broadly average. Standards in reading are above those in writing where the quality of pupils'
presentation and spelling are particular weaknesses. Pupils achieve well in mathematics because
they have good opportunities to apply their skills in problem solving activities. Standards in
science are broadly average. Many boys have difficulty recording their scientific findings because
of weaknesses in their writing. Because they are well supported, those pupils who find learning
difficult make appropriate gains in acquiring the basic skills. The more academic pupils are
challenged to reach their potential, more especially in mathematics, because they are encouraged
to apply their skills to solve problems. Pupils achieve well in French.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 3

Pupils enjoy school and attendance rates are above average year-on-year. Their spiritual and
cultural development, nurtured through activities such as the full-scale production of 'The
Sound of Music', is good. Pupils' social and moral development is satisfactory. Most behave
well in lessons and around school. However, the restlessness and inappropriate responses of a
small minority of pupils sometimes slow the pace of learning. Pupils have a good understanding
of how to keep themselves fit and safe and are aware of the importance of a balanced diet.
They make regular contributions to the school community through the work of the school
council and fund raising. Pupils' preparation for the world of work is supported by good skills
in mathematics but let down by below average attainment in writing. Pupils enjoy good
opportunities to apply and develop their computer skills in a broad range of contexts.
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Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

Teaching is satisfactory overall with some good practice, particularly in classes for older and
the youngest pupils. There is variation in the quality of teaching across the school, particularly
in the infant classes, and as a result, in the rate of progress pupils make. Lessons are planned
carefully and the most effective use a range of methods and resources which engage pupils'
interest. In the less effective lessons, too much time is spent engaging the pupils' attention
and valuable learning time is lost. Through regular monitoring the school has recognised the
inconsistency and is seeking to address this by additional support. Particular strengths in the
teaching lie in the use of information and communication technology (ICT) to support learning
and the effective contribution made by teaching assistants. They are particularly effective in
supporting those who need individual help. Currently however, there is not enough challenge
for the pupils in Year 2, particularly in reading and writing, to ensure that they are achieving
their best.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 3

The curriculum is structured satisfactorily to support learning in the mixed-age classes.
Throughout the school, there is an appropriate focus on promoting skills in literacy and
numeracy. The way the curriculum is planned has recently been reorganised to make stronger
links between subjects and to ensure that skills, knowledge and understanding are developed
progressively. For example, ICT is used effectively to support learning across a range of subjects.
French is well embedded. Although the school is successful in enriching the curriculum with
opportunities for sport and the performing arts, it is less effective in strengthening links with
the local community. This limits its impact on supporting pupils' personal development and in
developing their sense of community responsibility.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 3

Arrangements to ensure pupils' safety and well-being meet statutory requirements. However,
although satisfactory, there are inconsistencies in the way adults deal with pupils' behaviour.
Children starting school settle to learning quickly because of good arrangements that prepare
them well. Pupils with learning needs and disabilities are supported well by knowledgeable
teaching assistants. Procedures to monitor the progress of pupils, particularly in writing, are
being sharpened, but this information is not yet consistently applied in order to challenge them
to achieve more. The increased use of assessment data is beginning to accelerate pupils' progress
as they are growing in their understanding of what they need to do to improve their work.

Leadership and management
Grade: 3

The headteacher has remained determined to improve the quality of education in the face of
staffing difficulties. Standards are beginning to improve because of the introduction of greater
rigour in the monitoring of pupils' progress. The staff function well as a team because of the
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headteacher's work in encouraging this approach. However, the schools relationship with
parents is a weakness. Many parents lack confidence in the headteacher and this lack of trust
is eroding the time and energies of the school. Staff are still developing their roles and
responsibilities in evaluating the work of the school and in measuring how successful it is.
Governors are committed to the school and provide conscientious support. Their awareness of
their responsibility to hold the school to account has recently grown. However, their role as
critical friends, particularly in terms of monitoring standards and smoothing links with the
parents, is a weaker area of their work.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

4Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

2The effectiveness of the Foundation Stage
3The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Achievement and standards

3How well do learners achieve?

3The standards1 reached by learners

3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

3How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

3How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

3The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
3The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2How well learners enjoy their education
2The attendance of learners
3The behaviour of learners
3The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

3How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

3How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

3How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

3How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

3How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

3How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation

3How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

3How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

3The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

14 July 2008

Dear Pupils

Inspection of Stanton Primary School, Burton-on-Trent, DE15 9TJ.

I really enjoyed my visit to your school because everybody was helpful and friendly. I particularly
enjoyed my discussions with you and hearing your views. It was also delightful to be able to
work with you in your classrooms, take part in your assemblies, meet the school council, and
listen to your wonderful singing. I can understand why you enjoy school as there are many
things that make it special. Here are some of them:

■ You clearly want to do your best to learn in lessons and try hard.
■ You are making sound progress with your work.
■ The school is careful to keep you safe and happy.
■ Almost all of you follow the school rules and your behaviour is satisfactory.
■ There are good opportunities for you to use computers and to learn French.
■ There is a good range of extra-curricular activities to help you enjoy school.
■ Mrs Nettleton is determined to make sure that your school continues to improve.

Your school provides a satisfactory standard of education. It is really important that you continue
to try your best and make the most of the opportunities the school provides. To help it improve,
I am asking your teachers to keep on finding ways to make the school better. I have asked them
to make your lessons interesting all of the time and also to help you to improve your writing.
I also want your school and your parents to work with each other as partners, so together they
can help things improve. You can help by doing your very best each day and by telling your
parents about the good things that happen in school.

Very best wishes for the future.

Yours sincerely

Keith Edwards

Lead inspector
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