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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by three additional inspectors.

Description of the school

Colston's Primary is a larger than average urban community school that serves an area in the
centre of Bristol. There is a higher proportion of pupils from minority ethnic groups than that
nationally. The school has a breakfast club and after school provision. There is a lower than
average proportion of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4

3 of 11Inspection Report: Colston's Primary School, 6�7 December 2007



Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

Colston's Primary is a satisfactory school with some good features, particularly in pastoral care.
The vision of the headteacher in promoting an inclusive school permeates throughout. All pupils
are welcomed warmly into the supportive school environment. There are positive relationships
with parents and others in the local community. There are good links with outside agencies
who contribute to meeting the needs of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities.

On entry to the school, although children are in line with age expected levels, most have
particular strengths in personal development and language skills. However, their mathematical
awareness is less secure. They make sound progress throughout the school, leaving Year 6 with
good literacy and satisfactory numeracy skills. Overall, their standards are good, making an
effective contribution to their economic well-being. The leadership and management have a
good knowledge of the school's strengths and weaknesses that has come about through an
accurate self-evaluation. Since the last inspection they have addressed the needs of the more
able pupils and been successful in raising attendance and are now exploring and employing
strategies to improve provision for underachieving pupils, particularly in mathematics. Currently,
the satisfactory teaching ensures that pupils make appropriate progress although more needs
to be done to improve their knowledge and skills in mathematics. This includes making sure
that the needs of all pupils are consistently being met in all classes so that they can make good
progress in relation to their abilities.

The personal development of pupils throughout the school is good. They care for each other
and play well together in the playground, in a cohesive community atmosphere where all are
valued and accepted. Their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is outstanding.
Pupils know how to keep safe and healthy. They enjoy supporting the school through the
council which suggests ideas for improvement. Pupils also make a good contribution to the
community in which they live. Their behaviour in classes and the playground is generally good
and whenever difficulties arise these are dealt with effectively. Attendance, while satisfactory,
has improved since the last inspection.

The school has robust procedures to care for pupils when in school and out on trips. Pupils feel
safe and secure within this stable community. However, pupils with learning difficulties and/or
disabilities are not identified early enough.

The curriculum overall is good. There is a broad range of activities that support their learning
including visits out and visitors to the school. Opportunities to extend pupils' personal and
social skills are exploited. There are good links with English to promote their speaking and
listening and writing skills although similar links with their mathematical and information and
communication technology (ICT) skills are less well developed. Nevertheless there is much
creativity within the curriculum to stimulate pupils' interest and enjoyment.

Effectiveness of the Foundation Stage

Grade: 3

Children begin school with a wide range of abilities for their age. Their personal and social skills
coupled with their language, creative and physical development are strong. Their knowledge
and understanding of the world when they arrive is also a positive feature. This means that
when they start school they are ready and able to access the Foundation Stage curriculum.
They develop effective speaking and listening and early reading skills. Their personal
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development continues to flourish. However, they do not acquire early mathematical skills as
quickly, because they are beginning from a lower starting point. The leadership of the Foundation
Stage is satisfactory. Pupils make satisfactory progress during the year as a result of effective
planned activities to engage them and meet their interests. Their progress is reviewed regularly
although it is not yet being used rigorously enough to address the needs of all the children.
Nevertheless, they are well cared for and are taught how to keep themselves healthy and safe.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Ensure that teaching is focusing on the needs of all learners in each lesson, particularly in
mathematics, to maximise progress.

■ Identify and support pupils who may need extra support as early as possible.

A small proportion of the schools whose overall effectiveness is judged satisfactory but which
have areas of underperformance will receive a monitoring visit by an Ofsted inspector before
their next section 5 inspection.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

After a satisfactory start in the Foundation Stage most pupils begin Year 1 with both literacy
and personal development skills that are above the levels expected for their age and
mathematical skills that are in line with expectations. In Years 1 to 6 most continue making
satisfactory progress although some pupils underachieve, particularly in mathematics. This is
owing to the need for more focused teaching to meet their needs. This has been recognised
by the leadership and new initiatives have been put in place to remedy the problem. At the end
of Year 6, pupils leave with standards that are above average overall, as a result of the high
standards reached in English. However, standards in both mathematics and science are broadly
average.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

The personal development of pupils is a high priority. The impact of this can be seen in how
much pupils enjoy their schooling. In particular, pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural skills
are outstanding. They generally have good relationships both with staff and other pupils and
especially appreciate the cultural diversity in their school. This can be seen in the playground
where pupils play well together. When there are occasional difficulties, the buddy system helps
to resolve them. Pupils enjoy coming to school. They use their knowledge of safety in a school
where there are many stairs and corridors to navigate. They also know how to keep healthy by
eating sensibly and taking enough exercise. Through the school council, pupils make a good
contribution to school life such as planning the anti-bullying week. They also raise money for
charities such as 'Children in Need'. By the time they leave in Year 6 they have developed
effective skills that contribute to their future economic well-being.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

Teaching ensures that pupils make satisfactory progress throughout the school. There are good
relationships between staff and pupils that result in good behaviour in lessons. Pupils are willing
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to learn and teachers plan interesting lessons to engage them. Lesson objectives are shared
with pupils and planning generally caters for different needs. Teaching assistants give good
support in English lessons where focused groups support learning for all. These are not evident
in numeracy lessons where some underachieving pupils lack support and consequently do not
make enough progress. The expectations of teachers vary between classes, in both the standard
and presentation of pupils' work. This results in some classes achieving more than others during
the year.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

The school provides a rich programme of activities to support pupils' learning throughout the
curriculum. The lessons are planned well and make good use of people outside of the school
community to share their expertise. Pupils enjoy opportunities for first hand learning through
visits and these help to support their effective personal and social development. They learn
much about different cultures through their own experiences and have links with a school in
Mozambique. There are extra-curricular activities on offer and many enjoy taking part in them.
Good opportunities exist for pupils to practise the skills they have learnt in literacy, although
the school needs to include more planned links to extend their numeracy skills. There are some
ICT links although these could also be enhanced.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 3

The pastoral care of pupils is a particular strength in the school. The headteacher works tirelessly
to realise his vision of a school where all pupils, regardless of their age, sex or background, are
cared for within a community that accepts and celebrates each individual's identity and culture.
This successful integration of all is an exemplary. The care for pupils' health and safety is
paramount and robust procedures are in place to ensure this. Pupils are taught how to keep
safe and healthy. Although pastoral care is a strength of the school, supporting their learning
needs further development. Pupils who have learning difficulties and/or disabilities are not
identified early enough so that the progress they can make during the rest of their time at the
school is more limited. Although pupils have longer-term targets, guidance on how to improve
their work is not consistent across the school.

Leadership and management
Grade: 3

The leadership and management, including governors, have a good knowledge of the school's
strengths and weaknesses. There have been some improvements since the last inspection,
particularly in the provision for the more able pupils and attendance. Assessment data are
analysed thoroughly and the progress of different groups of pupils are checked. In particular,
minority ethnic pupils progress in line with their peers. The senior leadership team is now
beginning to address the progress of underachieving pupils although it is too early to assess
the impact of its actions. Much time and energy supports the very good pastoral support and
personal development of pupils. Subject leaders understand what needs to be done and have
identified curricular targets. They need to develop their monitoring and evaluation skills to be
able to show the impact on pupils' progress. The development of pupils' English knowledge
and skills is good and teaching assistants support this area well. There is less support for

6 of 11Inspection Report: Colston's Primary School, 6�7 December 2007



mathematics and this, coupled with a lack of focused groups, is the reason why some pupils
do not make such good progress. Parents are generally happy with the school, commenting
that there is a strong community ethos where they feel welcomed and valued. A very small
minority would appreciate more opportunities to give their views. The school has generally
made improvement since the last inspection demonstrating its satisfactory capacity to improve
further.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

3The effectiveness of the Foundation Stage
3The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Achievement and standards

3How well do learners achieve?

2The standards1 reached by learners

3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

3How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

1The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2How well learners enjoy their education
3The attendance of learners
2The behaviour of learners
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

2How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

2How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

3How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.

9 of 11Inspection Report: Colston's Primary School, 6�7 December 2007

Annex A



Leadership and management

3How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

3How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

3How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation

3How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

3How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

3The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

10 December 2007

Dear Pupils

Inspection of Colston's Primary School, Bristol, BS6 6AL

Thank you for giving us such a lovely welcome to your school. We really enjoyed talking with
you and finding out all about you. We enjoyed watching you at work and when you were playing.

We have said that your school is satisfactory and also that some things are good. You told us
that you enjoyed coming to school and that you like the 'buddy system' in the playground. We
have said in our report that we can see you like your lessons and your teachers look after you
well. You know how to stay healthy and safe and enjoy being a part of the school team. You
have done well to raise money to help other children who need special help.

We were impressed with the way you played with each other in the playground. You were also
very helpful to us when we sometimes got lost in the school! Thank you.

The teachers plan interesting lessons for you to enjoy. In particular, you are doing very well in
your English work. Well done. We are now asking the school to improve your mathematics skills
as well, by seeing who it is who needs help and making sure that they have more support. We
are also asking for the younger children to get extra help if they need it.

It has been a pleasure to be in your school and meet you and your teachers. Thank you for a
lovely two days. You can help make your school even better by working hard and continuing
to behave well.

Yours sincerely

Mr D Shears Lead inspector
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