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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by one Additional Inspector seconded to Ofsted. The overall
effectiveness of the school was evaluated and investigated through the following issues:
achievement and standards; teaching and learning; aspects of the curriculum; how the school
offers guidance and support and the impact of this on their personal development and
well-being; and aspects of leadership and management. Evidence was collected from: visits to
lessons; national assessment data; discussions with staff and students; parents' questionnaires
and scrutiny of key school documentation. Other aspects of the school's work were not
investigated in detail, but no evidence was found to suggest the school's own assessments, as
given in its self-evaluation, were not justified, and these have been included where appropriate
in the report. At the time of the inspection Year 11 had left and Year 10 were off-site
undertaking work experience placements.

Description of the school

Bradfield School is a specialist engineering college. It is located in a rural area to the north west
of Sheffield. Students are drawn from an above average socio-economic area, with a below
average proportion on free school meals. The number of students identified as having learning
difficulties and/or disabilities is average, although the proportion with statements is low. The
current headteacher took up post in January 2008 and a new deputy will be joining the school
in September.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

Bradfield School provides a good standard of education. It has strengths in teaching and learning
and students' personal development; it is well led and managed. Overall standards are high.

Standards on entry are broadly average. At the end of Year 9 almost all students reach expected
standards, with the proportion reaching Levels 5 and 6 higher than average. Standards are
above average in English and in science for boys. By the end of Year 11 the numbers achieving
five or more higher level passes including English and mathematics is consistently above the
national average. The proportion of girls reaching the higher levels of attainment is significantly
above that of boys. Standards reached by students with learning difficulties and/or disabilities
are above average. Overall the progress made is at least in line with, and frequently higher
than, national expectations. However in Years 10 and 11 progress is more variable, in
mathematics it is above average whilst in English it is below that expected; insufficient top A*
and A grades are achieved in some GCSE subjects. The school has placed a priority on improving
progress in English.

Good achievement and standards are a result of good teaching. Staff work hard to ensure
learning takes place in a calm and orderly environment, with positive relationships. Lessons are
well structured and staff use good questioning techniques to extend learning. In one Year 9
lesson students were encouraged to use high level language skills to explore emotions evoked
by particular media advertising images. Students appreciate where there are opportunities for
active practical learning. In the most effective subject areas information on students' prior
performance is used to determine how lessons are planned and the marking of work clearly
indicates what students need to do to improve. Curriculum provision is good. Specialist status
has increased the range of courses available and enhances students' appreciation of technology,
information and communication technology (ICT), and design. During the inspection all Year
8 were participating in a technological challenge, culminating in a presentation to local business
leaders. There are good opportunities for curriculum enrichment, including sessions led by the
local fire service, a university and local authors. A parent reported that her daughter's
involvement in the citizenship 'mock trial' had increased her 'confidence, ability to question
and think things through'. The school is looking to increase its vocational provision as a means
of giving more students access to courses to meet their skills, aptitudes and choices. Weaknesses
in accommodation in science, design and technology and drama, identified in the last inspection
in 2004, have been addressed; however, parents and students continue to express concern over
the state of the school buildings and the limited provision for indoor sport.

Students' personal development and well-being are good. There is a strong moral and cultural
ethos, and students demonstrate a good sense of community. An active school council presents
its views to senior staff on a regular basis. Strong contributions are made to the local community,
including musical performances, environmental projects and, for example, the production of a
DVD by media studies students for Schools Watch on alcohol, arson, litter and vandalism. Years
9 and 10 students assist with the delivery of languages and health awareness in the local family
of primary schools. Successful charity projects are run annually to support overseas communities,
including in Guatemala and Ghana. Links are now being established with another Sheffield
school in order to further encourage students' multi-cultural awareness. Students report they
feel safe in school, that incidents of bullying are rare and that adults are available to support
them should problems arise. Attendance has improved and is now above average. There is a
good understanding of the importance of adopting a healthy lifestyle; however, a number do
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not choose healthy food or take part in additional sporting clubs. Behaviour around site and
in lessons is good. Students are clear about the high expectations adults place on them.
Occasional incidents of low level disruption to learning arise principally in lessons where work
is not matched to the needs of learners or where there is inconsistent use of behaviour
management systems. Opportunities to support students' future economic well-being are
satisfactory. Good provision is made for the development of literacy, number and ICT skills;
however, the school recognises that enterprise education requires further development.

Care, guidance and support are satisfactory. Good support is provided by tutors and students
welcome the assistance provided by pastoral leaders. All required safeguarding systems are in
place for child protection. Strong partnerships with the local family of schools underpin good
transition arrangements for new students joining Year 7. The quality of academic guidance is
variable. Information on student progress is not consistently analysed by all staff and across
all year groups. As a result not all students, in particular in Years 7 and 8, are aware of their
targets and what they need to do to improve. Guidance is stronger in Years 9, 10 and 11 where
it is closely linked to supporting individual students to do well in their examinations.

The headteacher and senior staff have a clear understanding of the school's strengths and
weaknesses. Rigorous review systems are in place, with contributions from staff and students.
The headteacher has established a clear vision for the development of the school, with an
emphasis on improving standards. Whole school challenging targets are in place for the 2008
and 2009 examinations. A systematic programme for training is linked to research projects
which are being undertaken by all teachers and support assistants. Good leadership is provided
by heads of department who are clearly focused on continued improvements to teaching and
learning and raising standards. Partnerships have been strengthened and there are good links
with local schools, colleges, and business, enhancing the delivery of specialist engineering
courses and raising student expectations. A small minority of parents expressed concerns over
the effectiveness of communications with home. The school has already identified this and is
increasing the frequency of its newsletters and moving to termly progress reports. Governors
provide a good level of support and challenge. A new committee system, including a strategic
committee, contributes to strengthening longer-term planning. Resources have been carefully
deployed to improve accommodation and the school is providing good value for money. The
school has good capacity to improve even further.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Ensure assessment and tracking systems are used effectively by all staff to raise achievement
and offer greater challenge to higher attainers.

■ Improve provision for enterprise education.
■ Increase the proportion of students adopting healthy lifestyles, selecting healthy food and
participating in regular sporting activities.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

2
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

2The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Achievement and standards

2How well do learners achieve?

2The standards1 reached by learners

2
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
3The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2How well learners enjoy their education
2The attendance of learners
2The behaviour of learners
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

3How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

2How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

2How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

3How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

2How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

2How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

2How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation

2How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

2How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Inspection of Bradfield School, Sheffield, S35 0AE

I am writing to let you know the judgements I have made following the visit to your school.
Thank you for your help and taking the time to talk to me during the inspection. Your comments
were important in enabling me to conclude Bradfield School provides you with a good standard
of education.

During my visit I noted that standards are high and most students achieve well. Engineering
college status has increased the range of courses available. Support for your personal
development is good. Most of you have a calm and sensible approach to your learning. You
feel safe in school and help from staff is available should you need it. Teaching is good, in
particular where staff make lessons practical and relevant to your needs. However, the guidance
you receive on how to improve your work is variable. Many of you reported how you appreciated
the support provided by tutors and pastoral leaders. You make a good contribution to the
school and local community and are energetic in your charity work. It is clear you understand
the importance of healthy living, but too few choose to eat healthy food and take regular part
in sporting activities. Your school is well led and managed and the headteacher is clear about
how he wishes to continue to raise standards.

In order to improve your school even further I have asked Mr Conway, governors and staff to:

■ ensure all staff assess your work carefully and track your progress in order to advise you how
you can make even better progress

■ provide the opportunity for all of you to take part in enterprise education
■ assist more of you to adopt healthy lifestyles, eating well and joining in regular sporting
activities.

I trust you will work closely with staff to secure success. Good luck in your future studies.
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