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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by three Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

This large school serves an area of considerable social and economic disadvantage to the north
of Doncaster town centre. The proportion of pupils eligible for free school meals is above the
national average as is the proportion who do not speak English at home. Most of these pupils
are from families of recent economic migrants. Many are from Poland, but some come from
one of several other Eastern European countries. The proportion of pupils who start or leave
the school during term time is above average. The proportion of pupils with learning difficulties
and/or disabilities, or with a statement of special educational need, is broadly average. The
school holds the Healthy Schools Award.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

This is a satisfactory school. Its strengths lie in: the good provision of the Foundation Stage;
the good range of extra-curricular activities, which enrich pupils' learning experiences and
broaden their horizons; and the productive links it has with parents and other professionals,
which help it give good support to vulnerable pupils. It is inclusive, and this is why pupils feel
safe and well cared for. It gives satisfactory value for money.

When pupils start school their skills are below those typical for their age, but vary considerably
from year to year. Standards in the current Year 6 are below average, which represents
satisfactory progress given the pupils' starting points. Standards of writing in all age groups
have been consistently below average in recent years, in part because many pupils join the
school unable to speak English. The school and its partners are working hard to address this.
Standards in science are not high enough because pupils do not undertake enough practical
or investigative work.

Pupils' personal development and well-being are satisfactory. Provision for spiritual, moral,
social and cultural education is satisfactory overall. The social and cultural aspects are good,
and successfully foster the sense of community in the school and reinforce harmonious
relationships and tolerance. The spiritual dimension is satisfactory. The satisfactory moral aspect
is reflected in the satisfactory behaviour of pupils in classes. Attendance is broadly average
overall. It improves as pupils grow older. Staff know the pupils very well and take good care of
them. Safeguarding is rigorous. Those pupils who need support receive it promptly.

The quality of teaching and learning is satisfactory. Teachers measure accurately and record
regularly what pupils know and can do. This reliable information is not used well enough to
plan work to meet the needs of all pupils in lessons. Where the pace of learning is slower,
lessons are typified by teachers setting the same task for all pupils in the class. The best lessons
move along rapidly, because teachers have high expectations of pupils, and pupils rise to the
challenges they are set. Relationships between adults and pupils are consistently good, because
pupils recognise the dedication and commitment teachers make on their behalf. Marking is
regular, but very often does not tell pupils what they need to do next to improve.

The curriculum is satisfactory. All the subjects of the National Curriculum are taught. The school
is beginning to link subjects together so that the skills pupils have learned in one area can be
used and extended in another. A good range of extra-curricular artistic, creative and
interpersonal activities enhance pupils' understanding of the world in which they live. Links
with French, German and Polish schools have been established to celebrate the different cultures
represented in the school.

Leadership andmanagement are satisfactory. The school is orderly and runs well on a day-to-day
basis. Leaders have a clear determination to ensure that pupils are happy and safe. Their
monitoring of all aspects of the school's work is regular, but their evaluation of the impact of
its work on the progress pupils are making academically lacks rigour. This is diminishing the
hard work of teachers and other adults because their efforts are not being channelled to ensure
that pupils learn new things more rapidly. The school has satisfactory capacity to improve.
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Effectiveness of the Foundation Stage

Grade: 2

The Foundation Stage is good. Children make good progress from their below average starting
points. Many reach levels close to those expected for their age by the end of the Foundation
Stage, but this is not so for all children. This is particularly the case in language and literacy
because many children start school with below average skills, or no English at all. Teaching is
good. The setting is well managed and organised, with clear, simple systems that are familiar
to children. Classrooms are bright and stimulating, reflecting the well-planned curriculum. As
a result of the warm rapport that is built between staff and children, behaviour is good and the
children quickly adapt to the school's routines and expectations. There are clearly defined
spaces for all the areas of learning and an interesting range of activities to promote curiosity
and learning, although occasionally activities lack a clear focus. Robust and extensive systems
are in place to measure what children know and can do, and to track their progress.

What the school should do to improve further
■ Raise standards and improve achievement in English and science.
■ Ensure marking enables pupils to know more clearly what they need to do next to improve.
■ Ensure that teachers use assessment information more effectively when planning lessons,
so that pupils of different abilities are given suitably different and challenging tasks.

■ Rigorously monitor pupils' progress to identify more effectively where improvements can be
made.

A small proportion of the schools whose overall effectiveness is judged satisfactory but which
have areas of underperformance will receive a monitoring visit by an Ofsted inspector before
their next section 5 inspection.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

Achievement is satisfactory overall. Standards are broadly average to below average depending
on the pupils' starting points. Children enter the Foundation Stage with skills generally below
those typical for their age, with significant variations from year to year. They make good progress
and by the time they start Year 1, many are working close to the levels expected for their age.

The school's reliable tracking system shows that pupils of all abilities make satisfactory progress
through Key Stages 1 and 2; however standards are slightly lower in writing than in other
subjects. Different groups of pupils, including those with learning difficulties and/or disabilities,
and the large and increasing number who are learning English as an additional language, also
make satisfactory progress.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 3

Pupils have a good awareness of the need for a healthy diet and regular exercise. They can
distinguish between myth and fact when discussing the dangers of drugs and alcohol through
personal, social and health education lessons, and when the school nurse visits. They are
confident to share their thoughts and feelings in groups during circle time. Pupils say they
enjoy coming to school, feel safe, and that occasional incidents of bullying are dealt with quickly
by staff. Behaviour is variable. Pupils are sensible and considerate when moving round the
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school, during lunch breaks and at playtimes. They easily become restless when the pace of
lessons slows. Attendance rates have improved and are now closer to the national average.
Younger pupils do not attend as well as older pupils. Most pupils are active in the range of
communities to which they belong. The school council is well established, giving pupils a voice
in the running of their school. Groups perform at community events such as fetes and fundraisers,
they share activities with local schools, and have connections with schools in Eastern Europe.
This builds their confidence and self-esteem. Pupils are prepared satisfactorily for the next
stage of their education. Lessons and assemblies miss opportunities for reflection, or for pupils
to recognise selflessness in modern circumstances which are relevant to themselves.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

The quality of teaching and learning is satisfactory overall. Through Years 1 to 6, the quality
of teaching varies. These inconsistencies occur more often in Key Stage 2. All lessons are
characterised by the good relationships between teachers and pupils. In the best lessons, pupils
are set interesting work which challenges them to work independently and to think for
themselves. Teachers ask probing questions which encourage pupils to explain the reasoning
behind their answers. In these lessons, pupils engage quickly and their interest is sustained.
They show good attitudes to learning and they make good progress. In other lessons, the pace
of learning slows because all pupils are inappropriately set the same tasks. Higher attaining
pupils find the work too easy, and lower attaining pupils find the work too hard. Sometimes,
when the teaching does not fully engage pupils, the quality of behaviour slips, and attitudes
to learning become only satisfactory. Teachers mark pupils' work regularly, but give little
guidance for improvement. Pupils are not always clear about what they need to do to get better.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 3

The school provides a satisfactory curriculum which meets statutory requirements. In order to
raise standards, there is rightly an emphasis on the basic skills of literacy and numeracy, though
other subjects are represented satisfactorily. Satisfactory curriculum planning ensures that both
classes in each year group benefit from a similar range of activities. The school has started to
make links between subjects so that skills learned in one subject can be further developed in
another, but this is not yet consistent. A good strength of the curriculum is the wide range of
additional features that provides enhancement and enrichment, such as French, a wide range
of educational visits (including the popular residential visit to Northumberland) and the
contributions of a wide range of visitors. A girls' mathematics group has been started to tackle
the lower achievement of girls. Pupils participate in a number of local events such as dance
festivals, sporting fixtures and community fetes. There is a good range of well supported
extra-curricular clubs that cater for many interests.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 3

The school meets government requirements for safeguarding pupils. Adults know the pupils
well and because relationships are good, pupils trust staff and approach them quickly and
openly if they have any concerns. Links with a range of outside agencies are strong, and enable
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professional and other groups to give effective and prompt help to vulnerable pupils, as shown
clearly in the comment: 'The school has been very quick putting into place additional support
which has minimised problems my child may have experienced.' Academic guidance is
satisfactory. The school accurately and regularly measures and records what pupils know and
can do. This information is not used well enough to plan work in lessons to challenge all pupils.
Many pupils do not have a clear enough understanding about what they must do to improve
their work.

Leadership and management
Grade: 3

The headteacher's calm manner is reflected in the smooth functioning of the school, and its
respected position in the community. He is well supported by a unified staff group. His caring
and considerate leadership has built, over several years, a peaceful and inclusive atmosphere
in the school, which is well liked by parents as demonstrated in the comment: 'The school is
run by a fantastic team of friendly, supportive teachers.' The school's self-evaluation is broadly
accurate if sometimes overly generous. Systems for managing the school are appropriate,
including procedures for monitoring teaching. However, leaders do not evaluate the quality of
learning with sufficient rigour. This means that the challenging targets the school sets are not
always met. Governance is satisfactory. Governors give generously of their time, and are strongly
involved in monitoring and supporting the pastoral aspects of the school's work. They do not
hold the school sufficiently to account for the academic progress pupils are making. The school
has made satisfactory improvements since the last inspection, holding steady as the
characteristics of groups of pupils entering the school have changed markedly.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and

grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

2The effectiveness of the Foundation Stage
3The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Achievement and standards

3How well do learners achieve?

3The standards1 reached by learners

3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

3How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

3How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

3The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2How well learners enjoy their education
3The attendance of learners
3The behaviour of learners
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

3How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

3How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

3How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

3How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

3How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

3How effectively leaders andmanagers use challenging targets to raise standards
3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation

3How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

3How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

3The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Inspection of Park Primary School, Doncaster, DN2 4JP

Thank you for being so helpful and polite to us when we inspected your school recently. My
colleagues both commented on how good your behaviour was at lunchtime and at breaktime.
You helped us a great deal by telling us what you felt about your school.

We found that Park Primary is a satisfactory school. The strongest parts of the school are:

■ the Foundation Stage, where all children get off to a flying start in their education
■ the good range of extra-curricular activities available to you, which help to broaden your
view of the world, and to understand it better

■ the good links the school has with a range of organisations and people which help the adults
in the school to take good care of you.

However, we also found that the school could improve in some areas, and these are the things
we want the school to improve.

■ Your school needs to make sure that the levels you reach in English and science rise more
quickly than they are doing at the moment.

■ When teachers mark your work, they need to tell you more clearly what you have to do next
to get better.

■ Teachers need to make sure that they give all of you suitable tasks to challenge each of you
to learn as well as you can.

■ Your school should check in much more detail that you are all learning new things more
rapidly in lessons.

Each one of you can play a part in improving your school by attending well and by continuing
to work hard in lessons.
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