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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by one Additional Inspector.
The inspector evaluated the overall effectiveness of the school and investigated the following
issues:
The school's current rates of progress, and the extent to which teaching and the curriculum
are meeting the learning needs of boys in Key Stage 1.
The extent to which leadership and management at all levels is good and staff understand how
to move their subjects/areas of responsibility forward.
The school's monitoring and self-evaluation.
Evidence was gathered from the school's assessments of standards and pupils' progress over
the current academic year and an analysis of the most recent results from the Year 2 national
tests. There were observations of teaching and discussions took place with senior leaders, staff,
governors and pupils. Parents' responses to the Ofsted questionnaire were also analysed. Other
aspects of the school's work were not investigated in detail, but the inspector found no evidence
to suggest that the school's own assessments, as given in its self-evaluation, were not justified,
and these have been included where appropriate in this report.

Description of the school
Glebefields Primary is a large school. The majority of its pupils are from families of White British
heritage. There are no pupils learning English as an additional language. The proportion of
pupils eligible for free school meals is much higher than that found nationally and the proportion
of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities is above average. Children start school in
the Nursery with an extremely narrow range of skills and experiences compared to those
expected for their age.
The school competes successfully in many sporting championships and pupils take part each
year in skipping championships, which has taken them to Europe, most recently to Spain and
to Italy. They have been awarded the 'Education Extra' certificate of distinction for after-school
clubs for the last ten years.

Key for inspection grades
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4

Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 1
Glebefields Primary is an outstanding school. It enables pupils of all abilities to achieve extremely
well both academically and in their personal development, and to find success in a wide range
of other skills and accomplishments. Pupils and parents alike use words such as 'fantastic' and
'excellent' when describing the school.
Pupils' outstanding achievement is due to securely good teaching throughout the school and
to a very rich curriculum that provides exciting activities that promote their learning. The range
of additional activities and after-school clubs is excellent. There is a strong tradition of sporting
excellence across a wide range of sports that has helped pupils gain an extremely good
understanding of how to become fit and healthy. Many opportunities to participate in the arts,
such as singing, dance and drama and to share them with the wider community also extend
pupils' experiences and give them a joy in learning new things. Pupils get a real 'buzz' from
their many visits and activities. As one governor put it, 'pupils gain a great sense of self-worth
based on personal success' It is this self-confidence and the desire to do well that inspires
pupils' excellent progress in learning. One pupil put it very succinctly when she said, 'Our school
is unique: it helps you build up courage.' Pupils' attitudes to work are consequently excellent.
Pupils' good learning begins in the Nursery and Reception classes. They start school with very
limited language and mathematical skills and despite their good progress standards are still
significantly below average by the time they move into Year 1. Standards remain below average
in Years 1 and 2, mainly because boys find difficulty in acquiring the basic skills that will enable
them to reach the standards expected. In Years 3 to 6, however, the progress of boys and girls
accelerates and by the time pupils leave the school, they have made much better progress than
their peers nationally. There has been a rising trend in standards in Year 6 over the last four
years and in 2007 standards were well above average. This year standards are not expected to
be as high because of the significant number of pupils with learning difficulties in the group,
but similar excellent progress is already evident. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or
disabilities also make this excellent progress because of skilled support from teachers and
learning support staff, and outside agencies when required, using flexible strategies that support
their different needs. Pupils are active in raising money for charities and in contributing to the
local community. They are very well prepared for their next stage of learning because of their
positive attitudes to learning, their strong work ethic and their ability to work cooperatively
with others.
Relationships throughout the school are strong. Pupils feel safe and secure and reflect the
sensitive role models provided by staff. As a result, behaviour is extremely good and pupils say
that all children in the school are caring and supportive of each other. Their social and moral
development is really strong. They have a very definite view of what is right and wrong and
this contributes to their spiritual awareness and positive response to cultural diversity. All staff
provide outstanding personal and pastoral support for the pupils and respond very effectively
to their individual difficulties. Pupils want to come to school but attendance remains broadly
average because of spates of illness through the school. Academic support and guidance are
very good and pupils have a good understanding of how well they are doing and how to improve.
Leadership of the school is strong, especially that provided by the headteacher. He has built a
committed staff team who work extremely well together to provide the best life chances for
their pupils. Although outstanding in much of its work, the school is not complacent. Some
members of the senior leadership team are still fairly new to their posts and, although managing

Inspection Report: Glebefields Primary School, 18 June 2008

5 of 9

their different responsibilities well, feel the need for further professional development in terms
of monitoring teaching. Nevertheless self-evaluation is good and the school has a good capacity
to improve further. The slower progress of boys in Years 1 and 2 has been correctly identified
and a new creative curriculum designed to further motivate and inspire all pupils, particularly
the boys, has been introduced throughout the school. It is already having a positive impact in
raising standards. The school is also considering how lesson activities may be enhanced to
better support boys' progress. The need for an outside classroom area for children in the
Reception classes has been recognised as an important element that will promote the good
learning of all children, especially the boys, but it has not yet been developed. The school has
a very effective partnership with its parents. It is well supported by a well-informed governing
body.

Effectiveness of the Foundation Stage
Grade: 2
Children start school with a very limited range of language and mathematical skills and
experience of the world. Many children have had very limited opportunities to develop the
physical skills expected for their age and this also slows their development. They make good
progress, however, in all areas of learning because of teachers' good understanding of their
learning needs and good teaching that focuses very well on the basic skills to be learned.
Children have good opportunities to experience new ideas through activities led by the staff
and through their own self-chosen activities, and these ensure good learning. Children enjoy
their tasks and develop increasing levels of confidence in their own abilities. Staff check on
children's progress regularly and plan activities that build on previous learning. The leadership
of the Foundation Stage is good. The new curriculum is already having a positive impact on
children's enjoyment and understanding. The classrooms provide a stimulating environment
for learning. The Nursery has a well-developed outside area in which children's independent
learning skills are further developed but the Reception children do not enjoy the same facilities.

What the school should do to improve further
■

■

Ensure boys make the same good progress as the girls, especially in Years 1 and 2, by
developing lesson activities that particularly support their learning.
Create an outside classroom area for children in Reception so that they are able to learn in
a variety of settings and so further develop their independence.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and
grade 4 inadequate

School
Overall

Overall effectiveness
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection
How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?
The effectiveness of the Foundation Stage
The capacity to make any necessary improvements

1

Yes
1
2
2

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve?
1

The standards reached by learners
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

1
2
1
1

Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
How well learners enjoy their education
The attendance of learners
The behaviour of learners
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

1
1
1
2
1
3
1
1
1

The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1

2
1
1

Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?
How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education
How effectively leaders and managers use challenging targets to raise standards
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can
How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities
Do procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?
Does this school require special measures?
Does this school require a notice to improve?

1
1
1
2
1
1
2
Yes
No
No
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
Dear Pupils
Inspection of Glebefields Primary School, Tipton DV4 0SX
Thank you for making me so welcome and answering my questions when I visited your school.
You are rightly proud of your school and what it does for you. You and your parents are correct
in thinking that you go to a very special school. Here are some of the things I found out.
■

■

■

■

■
■
■

You make extremely good progress not only in your work but in your personal development
and confidence.
Your behaviour is excellent. You are polite, friendly and helpful to everyone. You try hard
to keep yourself fit and healthy. You make a really strong contribution to the local community
and are extremely well prepared for your next school.
You clearly enjoy coming to school. You think that your trips and additional activities are
fantastic and you have lots of fun. You work hard and want to do well.
You are taught very well and your teachers work hard to make sure that your lessons are
interesting and that you make very good progress.
The headteacher leads the school exceptionally well and the staff work as an effective team.
All the staff look after you exceptionally well so you feel safe and happy.
The range of extra activities you enjoy are outstanding.

Even though Glebefields is an outstanding school, there are some ways in which it can do better.
I have particularly asked the headteacher and governors to do two things.
■
■

Ensure boys make the same good progress as the girls in Years 1 and 2.
Construct a safe area for children in the Reception classes to continue their learning outside
the classroom.

Best wishes
Hazel Callaghan Lead inspector

