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Purpose and scope of the inspection

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under section 162A of the Education 
Act 2002, as amended by schedule 8 of the Education Act 2005, in order to 
advise the Secretary of State for Education and Skills about the school’s 
suitability for continued registration as an independent school.

Information about the school
Pocklington Montessori School is located on the outskirts of a market town west 
of York. It follows the Montessori method of education fully in its nursery 
department, whilst the infant department works as a ‘halfway house’ which 
uses the core elements of the Montessori approach, along with the 
development of core skills and a holistic view of children’s growth. This seeks to 
promote the children’s ‘inherent drive to grow physically, socially, spiritually and 
intellectually.’ The school also works to promote partnerships with parents and 
the wider community. Besides providing nursery and infant education, the 
school offers day care for babies and toddlers as well as before school, after 
school and holiday clubs for children. There is a Montessori teacher training unit 
on site. This is the school’s first inspection leading to a published report.

Evaluation of the school

This is a good school with many outstanding features. The curriculum and 
teaching methods seek to move from practical to more abstract work and 
achieve this extremely effectively. Particularly good consideration has been 
given to relating the Montessori approaches begun with the babies and toddlers 
and the four nursery classes, to the development of more advanced skills and 
knowledge in the infant classes. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development is outstanding as are the children’s behaviour and attendance. 
Children’s welfare, health and safety are effectively promoted. The purpose-
built premises are of a very high standard and include a number of specialist 
teaching areas as well as excellent outdoor facilities. Links with parents are 
particularly good. Many spoke of their high regard for the school’s academic 
work and especially for the effective use made of the Montessori approach in 
promoting children’s confidence, social and speaking skills as well as their 
positive attitudes towards learning.

Quality of education
The school provides a good curriculum which follows the Montessori approach 
in the nursery classes and suitably modifies this in the infant classes to blend 
Montessori approaches with the requirements of the Foundation Stage and Key 
Stage 1 of the National Curriculum. The nursery curriculum refers to the 
Montessori areas of learning, and staff have an excellent awareness of how 
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these relate to the Stepping Stones and Early Learning Goals of the Foundation 
Stage. At present the school timetables identify some very long lessons which 
staff appropriately break down into shorter periods with different themes. The 
timetables do not give a fully accurate view of the relative amount of time spent 
on each subject. The curriculum makes particularly good provision for 
developing and using speaking and listening skills in all subjects. In the infant 
classes French and Spanish are taught. Physical education is well promoted by 
PE, drama, sport and swimming lessons throughout the infant school. Besides 
class music lessons, individual violin, piano and guitar lessons are offered and 
all children take part in ‘musicianship’ lessons using other instruments. One 
parent rightly commented on the ‘wide range of activities within the classroom, 
during lunchtime and after school.’ The many school clubs cater for both the 
infant classes as well as some being for nursery age children.

Planning for individual subjects, especially in the infant department, mainly uses 
themes and lessons which have been used in previous years. Where the lesson 
involves practical work, children are able to work at their own level and speed. 
However, one result of this approach to planning is the frequent use of single 
worksheets or textbook exercises by all children. When some finish quickly they 
often spend time colouring in the worksheet rather than extending their 
learning with more challenging tasks.

Assessments made of individual children throughout the school are detailed, 
extensive and well maintained. They are a significant strength of the school’s 
approach to learning and teaching. As one parent said ‘each child is known, not 
only by name, but by personality and is made to feel an important part of this 
friendly, welcoming school.’ In the nursery and reception classes, ongoing notes 
are kept under each child’s name by subjects. However in the infant classes this 
practice is reversed with individual children’s work and development being 
noted mainly under subject themes and lessons. This creates an additional task 
for staff when they transcribe the lesson onto each child’s personal records. 

In the lessons seen, the quality of teaching was good overall. Many lessons 
begin with sensitively led discussions which value the children’s contributions 
very well. In a Year 1 mathematics lesson, the use of a balance to weigh one 
object against another provided one pupil with the opportunity to use complex 
sentences to explain her thinking very clearly. The other children listened well 
and then made their own contributions. These very effective lessons are 
characterised by the children having opportunities to develop their own 
learning, supported by the teacher and working at their own pace. This is 
effective because, as one parent noted that the staff ‘have given the children a 
passion for learning – just because it’s fun!’ Another said of her child in the 
nursery that ‘It is of no surprise to me that my daughter is very good at telling 
the days of the week. Her favourite days are Thursday and Friday – because 
these are the days she attends Pocklington Montessori School!’
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Children make good progress. To a significant extent this is due to the staff’s 
detailed knowledge of individuals’ development and their effective use of the 
good resources. The focus of much of the work is on social and speaking skills 
which, together with a frequent emphasis on practical learning, enable children 
to make consistent progress. Reading is particularly well developed with good 
deployment of staff to hear children read very regularly. This is one of many 
ways in which particularly strong staff teamwork and mutual support enhances 
children’s learning by using consistently good practices.

Community musicians from the nearby Woldgate Performing Arts College led an 
outstanding session with nursery children, using action songs to develop 
physical and number recognition skills. Besides this work in the drama studio, 
the role play room is used to excellent effect by nursery and infant children. A 
shop with a working electric till provided opportunities for applying 
mathematical skills as well as drama role play work into which Year 2 children, 
very ably supported by a teacher, discussed purchasing pets, their food and 
equipment. This work is extremely well resourced. 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of the 
pupils

The school rightly judges that the spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development of its children is outstanding. Attendance and behaviour are 
excellent. The careful and consistent use of the Montessori approach provides 
children with opportunities to take decisions and make choices about their 
learning. It develops very effectively children’s confidence and their capacity to 
adopt good moral and social attitudes. Children are confident speakers, talking 
about their learning and life at school in a significantly mature and reflective 
manner. Parents particularly appreciate this aspect of school, especially the 
staff’s attitudes towards the children. Comments include ‘This is a very special 
school. All the staff care about our children and delight in their progress’; and 
‘With Montessori’s help I feel able to be a far better parent by working with the 
staff.’ The very positive personal welcome given by all staff to children and their 
parents at the start of the day provides an excellent start to the children’s 
enjoyment of their learning and encourages them to make a positive 
contribution to the life of the school. They help one another and are polite 
without being reminded. They also have experiences which will be useful in 
later life such as keeping profit and loss accounts of the weekly bun sales, and 
doing the same for the annual production which they help to write and produce. 
Their spiritual and cultural development is supported by consideration of 
festivals such as the Chinese New Year and many attended the holiday club 
recently when Indian dancers spent a morning at the school.
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Welfare, health and safety of the pupils
The school promotes the children’s welfare, health and safety effectively and 
rightly assesses this aspect to be good. There is a strong emphasis on healthy 
eating, and parents have asked the cook to provide copies of some of her 
recipes. All classes have regular cookery lessons, including making flapjacks as 
part of the activities leading up to Red Nose Day. There is also a nutrition 
project. Personal hygiene is well promoted and although some of the younger 
children were unsure as to why they had to wash their hands, all do so and the 
older ones are well aware of the reasons for doing this. Health and safety risks 
are carefully noted and steps are taken to minimise these without preventing 
the children having experiences such as using knives to prepare fruit under 
supervision. Here, as elsewhere, the effective use of staff minimises risks. All 
the required policies related to pupils’ welfare, health and safety are in place. 
The school has addressed the Disability Discrimination Act and drawn up a 
useful plan for this.

Suitability of the proprietor and staff
The school undertakes appropriate checks on the suitability of staff prior to 
them taking up appointments. The school has recently improved its procedures 
for making checks with the Criminal Record Bureau and applies these 
procedures effectively. 

School’s premises and accommodation
The school premises are modern and particularly well maintained, as are the 
grounds. Besides the well stocked library, there are several specialist rooms 
including dance and drama, woodwork and art, music, role play and two 
computer suites, one being used by the nursery classes. Outside, the well 
designed ‘Green Monty’ environmental area has been supported and maintained 
by Yorkshire Wildlife working with the school. In ‘Green Monty’ each class has 
an area to grow vegetables and soft fruit which they can then eat; it also has 
fruit trees, a chicken run, a pond, climbing equipment and a grassed area. 
Three other play areas and a skateboard park extend the provision for children 
at the school as well as for holiday care. This is outstanding provision which is 
secure and which contributes to promoting the children’s learning. At present 
the provision for children who are unwell does not meet the requirements as it 
does not contain a sink and is not near toilets.

Provision of information for parents, carers and others
In general the information provided for parents is particularly good. There are 
weekly newsletters, and regular meeting to update parents on children’s 
progress. These are supplemented by useful reports, annually in the nursery 
and twice yearly for children in the infant classes. At present it is not fully clear 
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in the information given to all parents that the complaints procedure is available 
for them along with other policies at the two entrances to the school. 

Procedures for handling complaints
The school’s complaints procedure meets most of the regulatory requirements. 
However its arrangements do not properly follow the need to have a panel of 
three members, one of whom is independent, to consider written complaints.

Compliance with regulatory requirements

The school meets all of the Education (Independent School Standards) 
(England) Regulations 2003 as amended January 2005, with the exception of 
those listed below.

The school does not meet all requirements in respect of the premises and
accommodation (standard 5) and must:

 provide appropriate facilities for pupils who are ill, including a washbasin 
the designated room, and close access to toilets (paragraph 5(l)).

The school does not meet all requirements in respect of the provision of 
information for parents, carers and others (standard 6) and must:

 ensure that parents are aware they can request  details of the 
complaints procedure (paragraph 6(2)(j)). 

The school does not meet all requirements in respect of procedures for 
handling complaints (standard 7) and must:

 provide for the establishment of a hearing before a panel appointed by 
the proprietor of at least three people who have not been directly 
involved in the matters detailed in the complaint (paragraph 7(f)).

What the school could do to improve further

While not required by the regulations, the school might wish to consider the 
following points for development:

 review the number of worksheets used and consider ways of further 
extending the more able children

 ensure that timetables are accurate and clearly indicate the amount of 
time spent on each subject so that this can be monitored more 
accurately.
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Inspection of day care registered by Ofsted

Effectiveness of the registered day care 

The quality of care is good. All children are very happy and settled in their
environment, they are individually greeted at the door by a member of staff
giving them a strong sense of belonging. Children are well occupied throughout
the day, they are engrossed in developing their all round skills. For example,
some children enjoy developing their practical life skills as they master the art
of pouring. The enthusiastic and highly motivated staff team listen and respond
to children's needs and encourage them to focus. Children approach staff with
ease, when asking for help. The transition to the main nursery is helped by the
use of the pre-nursery room where small groups of children gain an insight into
how to use the Montessori equipment.

The extremely well maintained setting provides a safe and secure environment.
Risks to children are minimised through vigilant staff who offer suitable
explanations to all children regarding safety issues. Children are well nourished,
they enjoy a good range of healthy, nutritious foods. They are involved in some
aspects of the preparation of food as they grow their own fruit and vegetables
and cut up food for mealtimes. Mealtimes are a social occasion in the hall as
staff and children talk together about their day, however the seating
organisation of mealtimes for babies does not allow them to communicate with
other babies and children. Children get plenty of robust physical exercise. They
use all the outdoor facilities, including a climbing frame, castle and pirate ship
with gusto and confidently use a wide variety of large and small equipment.

Staff work closely with parents/carers and policies and procedures work well in
practice. The school has shown good improvement since the last inspection. An
accident log and child protection procedures are now in place. The school also
ensure fire evacuation practices take place each half term and this ensures
children are cared for in a safe environment. The setting meets the needs of
the range of children who attend. Overall, the outcomes for being healthy,
staying safe, enjoying and achieving, positive contribution and for organisation
are good.

There have been no complaints about the day-care made to Ofsted since the
last inspection. The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by
parents, which they can see on request. The complaints record may contain
complaints other than those made to Ofsted.

Recommendations or actions to improve the registered day 
care 
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 To improve the quality and standards of care further the registered person 
should take account of the following recommendations:  

 improve the organisation of mealtimes with regard to babies.

Inspection of funded nursery education

Effectiveness of the funded nursery education 

The quality of teaching and learning is good. Staff have a sound knowledge of
the foundation stage and have linked this into the Montessori methods of
teaching. Children's written records of assessment clearly identify the progress
children are making and these records and observations are used effectively to
plan and support children's development.

Staff provide innovative ways of teaching, for example, the outstanding
interactive role play room. The strong emphasis on learning through topic work
and practical activities ensures children are highly motivated to learn. However,
some younger children do not always understand the reasoning behind routines
such as, hand washing. Children with learning difficulties and those who are
learning English as an additional language receive effective support from staff
working closely with parents and other professionals to provide a fully inclusive
curriculum.

The children's spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is fostered. Staff
have high expectations and constantly encourage the children to respect
others. Consequently, children behave well and work harmoniously together
and this has a positive impact on their learning. Children participate in a wide
range of activities which promote their all round learning.

Leadership and management are good. The manager is enthusiastic and
motivates her staff team as they work together to achieve the best for the
children in their care. This has ensured that the school has made good progress
since the last inspection. Partnership with parents and carers is good. The
school is committed to working with parents and provide them with ideas for
continued learning at home. Children's profiles are shared regularly with
parents and parents contribute comments in the reading record books. Policies
and procedures are available for parents to view.

Recommendations or actions to improve the funded nursery 
education
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To improve the quality and standards of nursery education the registered 
person should take account of the following recommendations:

 improve younger children’s understanding of the reasons for procedures.
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School details

Name of school Pocklington Montessori School
DfES number 811/6006
Unique reference number 118137
Unique reference number (day care) EY283480
Unique reference number (funded nursery 
education)

EY283480  

Type of school Montessori
Status Independent
Date school opened 1992
Age range of pupils 0-7
Gender of pupils Mixed
Number on roll (full-time pupils) Boys: 34 Girls: 45 Total: 79
Number on roll (part-time pupils) Boys: 76 Girls: 71 Total: 147
Number of children receiving day care Boys: 22 Girls: 23 Total:  45
Number of children receiving funded nursery 
education

Boys: 54 Girls: 48 Total: 102

Annual fees (day pupils) £5,465
Address of school Bielby Lane

Pocklington
York
North Yorkshire
YO42 1NT

Telephone number 01759305436
Fax number 01759305436
Email address info@montessoriandmore.co.uk
Headteacher Ms Rosie Pressland
Proprietors Ms Rosie Pressland, Mr Don Goodwin
Reporting inspector Mr Martin Bradley HMI
Childcare inspector Katy Wynn CCI
Dates of inspection 13-14 March 2007 


