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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by three Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

The school serves a settled and well established community. The percentage of pupils
eligible for free school meals is well below the national average. The proportion of
pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities is about average. Most pupils are of
White British background. Attainment on entry is broadly average. The headteacher
has been in post since the beginning of the school year.

Key for inspection grades
OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

The school provides a satisfactory education for its pupils. Standards are average,
pupils make the expected rates of progress and their achievement is satisfactory. Pupils
read well but their writing standards are a weakness. Standards need to be higher,
generally. Pupils' skills in information and communications technology (ICT) are average.

Behaviour is good and this is enabling pupils to make the most of their learning
opportunities. Pupils are also polite and well mannered and are growing up with a
respect for themselves and for those around them. They are confident and ready to
take on responsibilities, which they carry out maturely.

Parents are unanimous in their view that children enjoy school, and show good support
for the school's initiatives to promote pupils' personal development, such as the use
of homework to promote independent ways of working. Pupils feel safe and well cared
for, and show a good understanding of what they need to do to keep fit and healthy.
They are well involved in school life.

Monitoring by the senior leadership team has helped to ensure that teaching and
learning are satisfactory. Lessons are well planned and have a clear purpose. This is
enabling pupils to make satisfactory progress throughout the school, including the
Foundation Stage, where provision is satisfactory. Throughout the school, relationships
are good and this helps pupils enjoy learning but, on the whole, lessons are not
demanding enough of pupils and lack challenge. The use of data to help teachers make
the best use of pupils' strengths and weaknesses is now well underway but pupils do
not have individual targets to aim at and this is limiting their progress, especially in
writing, mathematics and science. Marking is inconsistent and is not always helping
pupils to see what they have to do to improve. Senior leaders have a good
understanding of how the quality of teaching can be improved, especially through the
use of professional development.

The new headteacher has worked effectively with senior staff and the governing body
to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the school. Improvement plans identify
the key areas where the school needs to get better and are giving the school a clear
sense of direction. They include some appropriate strategies for raising attainment
but in their current form they do not have the cutting edge to help ensure that the
school is in the best position to raise standards, especially in writing. The school has
made satisfactory progress since it was last inspected. Now that it has stable leadership
and a clear view as to the best way forward, its capacity to improve is satisfactory.

What the school should do to improve further

• Improve development planning in order to raise standards of attainment, especially
in writing.

• Provide all pupils with individual targets, especially in English, mathematics and
science, in order to give them more appropriate challenge.

• Ensure that teachers provide regular feedback to pupils so that they know what
they have to do to improve.
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Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

In the school as a whole, standards are average and achievement is satisfactory. By
the end of Year 2, standards in English and mathematics are in line with the national
average but standards in science are below average. Until 2006, pupils' overall test
results at the end of Year 6 were improving and had been above average but there
was a setback in English last year, especially in writing, where performance was below
average, particularly at the highest level. The standard of current work throughout
the school is broadly average but needs to be higher, especially in writing where
standards are not nearly high enough, but also in science and mathematics. The
achievement of pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities is satisfactory. Standards
in ICT have improved and are higher than they were at the time the school was last
inspected. Standards of reading are good.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils' personal development and well-being are good. From the Foundation Stage
onwards pupils make good progress in their personal development, especially in its
social and moral aspects. They behave well in lessons, and around school they are
well-mannered and considerate. Pupils are keen to learn and take part in all activities.
In discussions, they show respect for others' views and applaud their achievements.
They work well with others and can be relied on to complete work without adult
supervision, although they do not check the accuracy of their written work carefully
enough.

Pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good. Pupils have a good
understanding of their own culture and a satisfactory understanding of others. They
are acquiring the key skills to help them succeed in adult life, apart from their writing
skills, which are not good enough. Their understanding of healthy lifestyles is well
developed. Pupils willingly take on duties around the school, for instance as play
leaders, although the range of duties is not wide. The school has worked effectively
to improve attendance and this is now close to average.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

Throughout the school teaching and learning are satisfactory. Teachers have clear
objectives for lessons, relate well to pupils, and plan work that helps them make
satisfactory progress but often the pace of learning is slow and lessons lack challenge.
In the best lessons pupils are provided with good levels of challenge through tasks
that interest and excite them. Then progress accelerates sharply, standards rise, and
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achievement becomes good. Activities in the Foundation Stage are well organised and
resourced.

Generally, the teaching and learning of pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities
is satisfactory but is good when teachers and teaching assistants pinpoint the
weaknesses that need to be worked on and find effective ways of addressing them.
Although some teachers provide good feedback to pupils through their marking, this
is inconsistent and results in pupils not knowing what they have to do to improve their
work.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 3

The curriculum is satisfactory as it meets requirements and provides an appropriate
range of learning activities for all pupils. In the Foundation Stage pupils make
satisfactory progress in acquiring basic skills through a broad range of practical and
enjoyable activities. In the school as a whole, reading is well provided for, but there
are not enough opportunities for pupils to write at length. Good use is made of the
school's environment to promote learning. Provision for numeracy is being strengthened
by a well structured mathematics programme using ICT software.

The curriculum has good provision for pupils with speech difficulties, or those making
slower progress in reading or mathematics. Extra-curricular activities and educational
visits provide additional opportunities for pupils to enjoy learning together, an
improvement since the last inspection. Sports and other physical activities, organised
by specialist teachers from a partner organisation, are popular with pupils and help to
keep them fit and active.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 3

There are secure procedures for protecting pupils, especially in relation to outside
visits. Pupils feel safe and well supported, one pupil remarking, with justification,
'Teachers are very kind to us but everyone here helps you'. Little bullying takes place
and incidents are dealt with quickly and effectively. Pupils are taught how to keep
themselves safe, for example during a lesson using electric lamps detailed attention
was paid to safe practice. The school works well with external specialists to enhance
what it provides for pupils. A good feature of the Foundation Stage is that pupils
experiencing problems with speech and number are identified early so that they can
be given extra help.

The school tracks pupils' progress to identify strengths and weaknesses in their work
but does not make enough use of targets to help them raise standards. Teachers make
effective use of encouraging remarks to motivate pupils, but the assessment of their
work does not consistently result in clear feedback to pupils on the levels they have
reached, the targets they have met, or what they need to do to improve further. This
is limiting their progress.

4Inspection Report: Wykeham Primary School, 13�14 November 2006



Leadership and management
Grade: 3

Leadership and management are satisfactory. Senior leaders and the governing body
have an accurate understanding of the school's strengths and weaknesses and are
providing it with a clear way forward. They have also collaborated to ensure that the
whole school is committed to improvement with resources and staff well utilised to
boost performance. Extensive monitoring of teaching and learning is resulting in a
good awareness of where improvements are needed and the part to be played by
professional development in helping to bring these about. However, the role of the
subject coordinator has been slow to develop which means that some coordinators do
not have a strong grasp of pupils' standards and what needs to be done to improve
them. The most significant areas for improvement have been accurately identified in
school development planning but the plans themselves are diffuse and the intended
outcomes lack precision.
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.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements
School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4

inadequate

Overall effectiveness

3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

3The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
3The capacity to make any necessary improvements

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards
3How well do learners achieve?

3The standards1 reached by learners

3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

3How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The behaviour of learners
3The attendance of learners
2How well learners enjoy their education
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
3The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

3How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

3How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

3How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

3How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

3How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

3How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets

3How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

3How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

3The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Firstly, thank you for making us welcome in your school. It was a pleasure to be in the company
of so many well behaved and well mannered children who take such a pride in themselves and
their school. We enjoyed the many interesting conversations we had with you and what you
had to say helped us reach our judgements.

The school is providing you with a satisfactory education. The standards are similar to those
of most other pupils, and your achievement is satisfactory. Your reading standards are good
but writing standards are not nearly as high and we also believe you are capable of reaching
higher standards in most areas of your work.

The school is helping you to keep fit and healthy and to feel safe. You have good opportunities
to enjoy learning and to take part in activities. Lessons are carefully planned and some of them
help you learn well, especially when they spark your interest. The school provides adequate
levels of support for those of you who find learning especially difficult. There is good team
work on the part of those running the school which is helping it to move forward. They are
making sure that you have plenty of good books to read and to work from, equipment which
is up to date and in good working order and a bright, well organised environment which is
helping you to learn and enjoy school.

There are three things we believe the school needs to do to improve. Firstly, it requires a strong
plan to help you reach higher standards, especially in writing. Secondly, it needs to provide all
of you with individual targets, especially in English, mathematics and science, so that you have
something to work towards. Finally, we would like teachers to share with you their knowledge
of what you have to do to improve standards.

Thank you again. Every good wish for the future.

Yours truly

Richard Hancock

(Lead inspector)
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