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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by one Additional Inspector.

Description of the school

This is a small rural village school. Pupils are taught in two classes and there is a private
Montessori pre-school on site. There are slightly more boys than girls. All pupils are
White British and English is all pupils' first language. The number of pupils with learning
difficulties and disabilities is below average. Because numbers are small, the attainment
levels of pupils joining each year vary widely, but they are generally just above those
found nationally. The school is currently improving the facilities through undergoing
a building programme.

Key for inspection grades
OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

The school rightly judges its effectiveness as satisfactory and its key strength is the
good personal development of the pupils. This has been achieved through the good
programme of personal, social and health education, which promotes the positive
relationships that permeate all areas of the school. Pupils behave well and are kind to
each other and they work and play well together. They enjoy school and attend
regularly. They take part with enthusiasm in all that the school has to offer. The
curriculum is satisfactory but it does not always meet the needs of all the different
ability groups in the school. Pupils are well cared for. Procedures for safeguarding
pupils are satisfactory. They feel safe and know that there is always someone to talk
to. They adopt safe practices well in all aspects of their school life. The support and
guidance that they receive in relation to their academic studies is satisfactory. They
know what their targets are but they do not always know what they need to do next
to improve, and their progress is slowed as a result. This is because assessment is not
focused clearly enough on raising standards.

Standards are above average. During their time at the school, pupils achieve
satisfactorily and make satisfactory progress in their lessons. In the Foundation Stage,
children also make satisfactory gains in learning. Pupils with learning difficulties and
disabilities achieve as well as most other pupils but higher- attaining pupils do not
always achieve as well as they could. Teaching is satisfactory overall and sometimes
good. Lessons are well organised and managed. Tasks are not always sufficiently
focused on enabling pupils of different abilities to work at their own level.
Consequently, a few pupils underachieve, particularly in mathematics at Key Stage 2.

Leadership and management of the school are satisfactory. Leaders are working hard
to improve provision further and to raise standards. In the two years since he was
appointed, the headteacher has radically improved the accommodation and has
stabilised staffing. He is linking closely with other local schools to raise standards in
mathematics. Writing is improving in Key Stage 1. Self-evaluation is satisfactory. The
school recognises the areas for improvement that this inspection has highlighted and
has already identified the need to raise standards in mathematics and to monitor
teaching and learning more closely. The recent initiatives to achieve these ends are
too new to have had any effects. There has been satisfactory improvement since the
last inspection. The school has satisfactory capacity to improve further.

What the school should do to improve further

• Raise standards in mathematics at Key Stage 2 by improving the quality of teaching,
ensuring that higher-attaining pupils in particular achieve their potential.

• Improve assessment, including day-to-day marking, across the school so that pupils
know what they have to do to improve.

• Improve monitoring of teaching and learning so that they clearly focus on raising
standards.
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Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

Achievement is satisfactory across the school. Children enter the Foundation Stage
with just-above-average levels of achievement. During their time in the Reception
class they make satisfactory gains in learning so that they enter Year 1 already above
average in literacy and numeracy. Pupils in Key Stage 1 continue to make satisfactory
progress so that, by the end of Year 2, their standards in reading and mathematics are
just above average, although standards in writing are average. Standards in writing in
Years 1 and 2 are improving owing to more clearly focused teaching. By the time pupils
reach Year 6, they reach above-average standards in English and science and average
standards in mathematics. More able pupils do not achieve as well as they could,
particularly in mathematics. This is because expectations are not high enough. Boys
and girls achieve equally well. Pupils meet their targets but are not always sufficiently
challenged by them. Good new procedures have recently been introduced to improve
standards further but it is too early to say what effects these are likely to have.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Personal development and well-being are good. The school's clear values of care,
co-operation and respect are practised consistently by staff and pupils alike. When
they come to school in the Reception class, children behave satisfactorily. Behaviour
improves because of the good personal, social and health education programme so
that, by Year 1 and thereafter, behaviour is good, and relationships are very positive.
Pupils' social and moral development is good and their spiritual and cultural
development is satisfactory. More could be done to improve pupils' awareness of other
cultures. Pupils say they are happy at school. 'We have lots of fun,' they say and, 'There
are lots of exciting things to do.' Consequently they come to school regularly and
attendance is above average.

Pupils make a good, positive contribution to the community, regularly raising funds
for charity and taking part in many local events. Older pupils help younger ones. Pupils
themselves feel that this is very important, helping younger pupils to feel secure and
to learn from their older peers.

Pupils are developing satisfactory workplace skills. They undertake simple
responsibilities around the school with pride and willingness. They have a good
awareness of the importance of healthy eating and exercise and benefit from the many
physical activities provided by the school.
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Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

Teaching and learning are satisfactory and some good teaching was seen during the
inspection. Previous staffing difficulties, which hampered pupils' learning and progress,
have been resolved. Strengths in teaching include very positive relationships and secure
management of behaviour which lead to harmonious lessons. A favourable ratio of
teachers to pupils and the Higher Level Teaching assistant ensures that pupils benefit
from good levels of attention. The marking of pupils' work is satisfactory but it does
not always tell pupils what they need to do to improve. Sometimes there are not
enough examples given to pupils, particularly in mathematics, to help them know how
to complete tasks. At these times, expectations are not high enough and there is too
little attention paid to pupils' individual abilities. Some good new initiatives have been
introduced. For example, pupils of different abilities are taught in separate groups
and there has been a focus on solving problems, which the school recognises as the
main weakness in mathematics. However, it is too soon to know what effect these
initiatives will have on standards and achievement.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 3

The curriculum is satisfactory for all pupils. In the Reception class, activities are closely
linked to the nationally recognised Early Learning Goals. The personal, social and
health education programme is a particular strength, helping pupils to achieve good
levels of behaviour and personal development. The curriculum does not always meet
the needs of the most able pupils in the school. This results in too few attaining the
highest levels in Year 6. The curriculum does offer some exciting additional experiences
for all pupils, which they value highly. For example, they talked animatedly about the
special annual theme weeks in which they undertake a range of activities, such as
working with real artists and with pupils from other schools. Year 6 pupils particularly
value the friendships they make during their residential experiences, which they share
with another local school. The school has developed good links with other providers,
such as sports coaches, which extend its provision. Almost all pupils attend the good
range of after-school clubs.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 3

The care, guidance and support given to pupils are satisfactory. The good personal
care provided by the school is evident in all aspects of its work. Pupils say that they
are well cared for and that they feel safe at school. They know that there is always
someone that they can go to for support or to listen to their problems. Procedures for
protecting pupils and keeping them safe are satisfactory. Advice and support from
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external agencies are used well. Good relationships with parents help to maximise the
support for pupils through a joint approach.

The assessment and monitoring of pupils' academic performance are satisfactory.
Information is collated regularly but it is not always shared well enough with pupils,
and pupils do not always know what they need to do to achieve higher standards. This
results in some, particularly the highest-attaining pupils, not achieving their potential.

Leadership and management
Grade: 3

Leadership and management are satisfactory. In the two years since his appointment
the headteacher, along with the governors, has worked hard and successfully to stabilise
staffing and to improve the accommodation. New initiatives have been introduced to
try to raise standards. For example, the school is working closely with local partnerships
to improve pupils' abilities to solve problems and develop resilience so that they are
empowered to make the most of their abilities. New setting procedures have been
introduced across the school to enable pupils to benefit from smaller groups and to
work with pupils of similar ability to themselves. As yet it is not possible to say whether
these initiatives are helping to raise standards.

Monitoring of the school's performance is satisfactory. It has resulted in improvement
in writing at Key Stage 1. Previous lack of rigour in the monitoring of teaching and
learning is being addressed and this work is now helping the school to identify what
it needs to do to improve.

The governing body is supportive of the school and is very aware of the need to improve
standards further. Governors are working closely with the headteacher and staff to
do this. There has been satisfactory improvement since the last inspection. The settled
staffing, the new accommodation and initiatives to improve achievement all
demonstrate that the school has a satisfactory capacity to improve further. The school's
own improvement plan already identifies the need to improve standards across the
school and particularly in mathematics at Key Stage 2.
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.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements
School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4

inadequate

Overall effectiveness

3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

3Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

3The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
3The capacity to make any necessary improvements

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards
3How well do learners achieve?

2The standards1 reached by learners

3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

3How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The behaviour of learners
2The attendance of learners
2How well learners enjoy their education
3The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

3How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

3How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

3How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

3How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

3How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

3How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets

3How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

3How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

3The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Thank you for you for welcoming me to your school recently. I enjoyed my day with you talking
about your school and the things you enjoy doing. You were very helpful to the inspection.

Your school is doing a satisfactory job and the headteacher and governors are planning to make
it even better. The school helps you develop into thoughtful, responsible young people. You
are well cared for and your teachers make sure that you are happy and safe. Most of you make
satisfactory progress, although some of you could do better. You behave well in lessons, come
to school regularly and enjoy taking part in the range of activities available. Although the
teaching in lessons is satisfactory and sometimes better, you are not always given enough
information about how to improve and your work is not always marked as well as it could be.

I am asking the school to do a few things to help it improve.

• Make sure that everyone in Key Stage 2 does as well as possible in mathematics, especially
those of you who are capable of reaching the highest grades.

• Improve the assessment and marking of your work so that you all know what to do to
improve.

• Enable teachers to explore new ways to help you make good progress.

I hope you will help your teachers to do these things.

Thank you once again and best wishes for the future.
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