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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school
This above average-sized school serves an area of varying social and economic
backgrounds. A below average number of pupils have learning difficulties and
disabilities. Most pupils come from a White British background and there are a small
proportion of pupils from Traveller communities. The school offers a before and after
school club.

Key for inspection grades
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4

Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2
This is a good school, a view endorsed by parents, one saying, 'We are more than happy
with the education our children receive at St Joseph's'. There is a warm and welcoming
atmosphere and staff work hard to provide a good level of care, guidance and support
for pupils. This generates an enthusiasm for learning and pupils who really enjoy school.
Pupils like their teachers and appreciate the way they help them to understand what
they must do by setting targets, and explaining things clearly, so that they achieve
them. Pupils' personal development and well-being are good. Their behaviour is good.
They get on very well with each other and show concern for any pupil who is unhappy
on the playground. They know the importance of healthy lifestyles, how to keep
themselves safe and are pleased their views are taken into account through the work
of the school council. Spiritual, moral and social development is very good and although
cultural development is good, pupils do not have a thorough understanding of the
multicultural world in which they live. The curriculum is good and broadens pupils'
experiences well. Pupils enjoy taking part in all the extra clubs and the before and
after school club provides parents and pupils with a valuable service. By Year 6, pupils
attain standards that are average in English and mathematics and above average in
science. This shows good achievement from when children first start at school. Younger
children get off to a flying start in the Nursery. The exciting curriculum and good
teaching enable them to make rapid progress from a below average starting point. In
the past this rapid progress was not maintained, and progress slowed in Reception
and Years 1 and 2. School leadership took firm action, changes were made and progress
in these years is now satisfactory, although there is still some way to go to ensure
achievement matches the best elsewhere in school.
The overall quality of teaching and learning is good. However, in the classes where
achievement is satisfactory, teachers do not always set tasks which demand enough
of the more able pupils and the pace of lessons is sometimes too slow. Pupils with
learning difficulties and disabilities and those who are vulnerable, make good progress
because of the effective support that they receive. One parent says, 'As a mum of a
child with very special needs, the school has been fantastic!'.
Leadership and management are good. The headteacher and senior managers work
well together and have an accurate view of strengths and areas for development. They
take action quickly when weaknesses are identified. Teaching and learning are checked
regularly and the leadership knows that if provision is to continue to improve, then
teachers must be given clearer information about the strengths of their teaching and
how to make their teaching better. There have been a number of improvements since
the last inspection, most notably in the Nursery and in the use of assessment
information. Taking into account this good track record and the teamwork evident in
the school, the capacity for further improvement is good

What the school should do to improve further
• In Reception and Years 1 and 2 improve the pace of lessons and raise teachers'
expectations of what pupils are able to do, particularly the more able.
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• Provide teachers with clearer information about the good aspects of their teaching
and how they can make it better.
• Increase pupils' awareness of the multicultural world in which they live.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2
Children enter the Foundation Stage in the Nursery with skills below those expected
particularly in their use of language. By the time they reach Year 6, pupils attain broadly
average standards in English and mathematics and above average standards in science.
This shows good achievement from when they first start at school. However, progress
throughout the school is uneven and pupils make the best progress in Nursery and
Years 3 to 6 because of good and outstanding teaching. Standards are broadly average
by the end of Year 2, and achievement is satisfactory. However, in the past pupils have
not achieved as well as they should because of low teacher expectations and this has
affected standards by the end of Year 6. More able pupils have not achieved well
enough in English and mathematics but as a result of actions taken this year more
pupils have attained the higher level in these subjects than have done so in the past.
Pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities make good progress because of effective
support.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2
Pupils are proud of their school and have very good attitudes towards learning. 'Our
lessons are smashing!' said one Year 6 pupil. This very positive attitude is evident in
the way pupils answer questions eagerly and approach their work with enthusiasm.
Behaviour is good and pupils attend school regularly. They take a pride in their work
and welcome the chances they have to influence what is happening in the school.
Their very good spiritual, moral and social development is a tribute to the school's
strong Catholic ethos. Cultural development in terms of art, dance and music is good
but pupils do not have a thorough understanding of the multicultural world in which
they live. Pupils know how to lead healthy lifestyles and how to keep themselves safe.
They make good food choices at lunchtime when they are offered a very good range
of healthy options. Pupils are involved well in their local community and enthusiastically
raise money for local, national and international charities. Pupils acquire the skills
necessary to equip them well for the future.

Quality of provision
Teaching and learning
Grade: 2
Good teaching enables pupils to learn well and reach average standards by Year 6.
Adults in the Nursery have a clear understanding of how young children learn. They
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talk to and question them constantly and urge them to make the most of new
experiences, so they make good progress. In Years 3 to 6 teachers use assessment
information well to challenge pupils to do their best. Many pupils say how much they
enjoy work because teachers 'make it fun but it's hard too!'. Pupils answer questions
enthusiastically and are keen to finish activities once started. In other year groups,
the pace in lessons is sometimes too slow and tasks set do not demand enough of
pupils, particularly of the more able. Throughout the school, teachers consistently
enhance pupils' self-esteem by establishing very good relationships and through regular
praise and encouragement.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 2
The curriculum is broad and balanced with good emphasis on creativity as shown by
the silver Artsmark award. Pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities are provided
for well and now there is an increasing focus on how more able pupils may be challenged
to reach higher standards. Initiatives such as the 'Challenge Chasers' club which
challenges them to solve problems such as making vehicles or rockets are proving
effective. Provision for pupils' personal, social and health education is good ensuring
pupils' knowledge of potential hazards outside of school and the importance of trusting
relationships. The curriculum is enriched well by a wide range of visits, visitors and
after school activities. Good links with other organisations including the Church and
other local schools help to improve pupils' experiences.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 2
Staff work successfully to ensure that pupils feel highly valued and safe. Pupils say
they are confident that there is someone they can turn to for support. Good
arrangements are in place for keeping pupils safe, and health and safety procedures
are rigorous. The systems for academic monitoring and support for learning are
thorough and rigorous, but do not allow pupils' progress to be checked quickly.
However, pupils are given good guidance about how to improve the level of their work
and are helped well to achieve their targets. Pupils from Traveller communities who
arrive at different times receive good help to settle them into school and to assess
their needs. This underpins their subsequent good progress both academically and
socially. The provision for pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities is managed
well, and their individual education plans are of good quality.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2
Leadership and management are good. The headteacher and leadership team work
well together and know clearly what to do to improve provision and pupils' achievement.
Governors are very supportive and, knowing the need to be more involved in the
school's work, have taken good steps to improve their knowledge of strengths and

Inspection Report: St Joseph's Catholic Primary School, Goldenhill, 12 November 2006

5

areas for development. Evaluation is thorough and good actions are in place to remove
identified weaknesses. For example, initiatives to improve the proportion of pupils
attaining Level 5 by Year 6 have been successful. The school is working successfully
to extend the very good start the children make in the Nursery into Reception and
Years 1 and 2, but changes are recent and there is further work to be done. Regular
checking of the quality of teaching takes place. However, the leadership team knows
the information provided to teachers about the strengths of their work and how they
should improve has not been sufficiently precise in the past. Parents speak highly of
what the headteacher and leadership team have achieved and they fully support the
school's work. Pupils also are pleased with what the school offers. They say, 'It is good
to learn in this school'.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4
inadequate

School
Overall

Overall effectiveness
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?
The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
The capacity to make any necessary improvements
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2

2
3
2
2
Yes

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve?
1

The standards reached by learners
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

2
3
2
2

Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The behaviour of learners
The attendance of learners
How well learners enjoy their education
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

2
2
2
2
1
2
2
2
2

The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1

2
2
2

Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?
How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education
How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can
How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities
Do procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?
Does this school require special measures?
Does this school require a notice to improve?

2
2
2
2
2
3
Yes
No
No
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
Thank you for your very friendly welcome during our recent visit to your school. You made us
really feel welcome. Mr Moodie and I enjoyed talking to you, listening to your views and seeing
how well you work in lessons. We think you go to a good school.
The things that we particularly liked about it
• You get a really good start to your education in the Nursery where there are lots of exciting
things to do.
• You try hard in lessons and get on well with your work because teaching is good. This means
that by the time you leave school in Year 6, you have made good progress.
• Your school is a happy place and you behave well. We particularly like the way you are very
willing to help other children who may be unhappy.
• It is good to know that you feel safe in school and know there is someone to talk to if you
are worried.
• A few of you who have difficulties in your learning are helped very well by the adults in the
school.
• Your headteacher leads the school well and is helped by other teachers to make things even
better.
What we have asked the school to do now
• We think that that your teachers need to help you to make faster progress in Reception
and Years 1 and 2 and make sure you all receive work that makes you think hard.
• We have asked your headteacher to help all teachers to know more about how to make
their teaching better.
• We think that you need to know more about the different faiths and cultures in Britain
today.
We hope you continue to work hard and enjoy your time in school.

