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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by three Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school
Ravensmead is a larger than average primary school at Bignall End near Audley in
Staffordshire. Most pupils come from the surrounding area. There are below average
proportions of pupils eligible for free school meals and learners with difficulties and
disabilities. There are a very small number of pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds.

Key for inspection grades
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4

Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2
This is a good school with outstanding features in pupils' personal development and
well-being and in their care, support and guidance. It provides good value for money
and, under the outstanding leadership of the headteacher, has sustained a good rate
of improvement in its performance since the last inspection. The school has a good
capacity to improve further. Through hard work, the school has developed a learning
environment and an ethos in which pupils prosper both in their academic and personal
development. The school motto, 'Be the best you can be,' accurately describes the
ethos the school promotes in all aspects of its work.
Pupils' achievement is good and their personal development and well-being are
outstanding. Throughout the school, pupils make good progress and achieve well.
From broadly average attainment on entry to the Nursery, nearly all children reach
the goals expected of them by the end of the Reception year and most exceed them.
Pupils' standards of attainment are above average at the end of both Key Stage 1 and
Key Stage 2, particularly in English and in science in Year 6. In mathematics, not as
many pupils attain the higher levels as they do in English.
Pupils achieve well because leadership and management, teaching and learning and
the quality of curriculum provision are all good. The headteacher has an extremely
clear vision for the school and has led the staff in focusing on raising achievement.
This focus on standards is also evident amongst pupils, as one commented, 'I feel
challenged by the work I am set. My teacher always sets me work that stretches me.'
The headteacher, governors and staff at all levels have all worked extremely hard to
support learning and improve the achievement of all pupils. The use of assessment to
monitor and track pupils' progress and then to inform learning is outstanding, as is
the involvement of pupils in the assessment of their own learning. The school provides
a wide range of activities that enrich pupils' experiences and add value to their
education.
Pupils' attitudes to school and their involvement in the school are both excellent. Their
attitudes to school were summed up by a parent who commented, 'My sons skip into
school every day.' As a result of the outstanding care and support the pupils receive
they demonstrate outstanding spiritual, moral, social and cultural awareness and
behave well. They feel valued by the school and make a positive contribution to its
life in a number of ways, for example older pupils acting as playground buddies for
younger pupils. They have a good understanding of how to stay safe and live healthily.
The academic guidance provided by the school is also outstanding and results in pupils
having an excellent understanding of their targets and what they have to do to achieve
them.

What the school should do to improve further
• Increase the proportion of pupils reaching Level 5 in mathematics to be more in
line with the number of pupils achieving Level 5 in English.
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Achievement and standards
Grade: 2
Pupils' achievement is good. Since the last inspection there has been a consistent
improvement in pupils' achievement and standards of attainment have risen steadily
to be above average. Pupils are set challenging targets and their progress is rigorously
checked to keep them on track. The school intervenes very effectively to support
pupils who need extra help to achieve their targets. Children enter the school with
skills and experiences that are in line with what is normally expected for their age.
They make good progress in the Foundation Stage, and nearly all children reach the
goals expected of them by the end of the Reception year with most exceeding them.
The strength of their achievement is in their personal, social and emotional
development.
In Years 1 and 2 pupils achieve well and attain standards that are above average,
particularly in writing. The good progress is sustained in Years 3 to 6, particularly in
English and science, where pupils attain above average standards. In mathematics in
Year 6, not as many pupils achieve the higher levels as they do in English. The school
has put strategies in place to address this issue but the effectiveness of these strategies
is yet to be seen. Pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities make good progress
because they receive good support to meet their needs.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 1
Pupils' personal development and well-being are outstanding. Pupils clearly enjoy
school, have excellent attitudes to learning and behave well. Their spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development is also outstanding. They participate in a wide range
of activities and develop a good understanding of life in other cultures. They feel
valued because teachers want them to do their best. Their social development is
particularly strong. Pupils make a valuable contribution to both the school and the
wider community through their work on the school council, their involvement in
deciding school rules and writing sections of the headteacher's report to governors.
Pupils work well together to support charities and events in the local community. They
learn to be safety conscious and to adopt a healthy lifestyle.
Pupils express their views confidently and they demonstrate a mature understanding
of rights and responsibilities. Older pupils are well prepared for the next stage of their
education. Good personal development results in pupils acquiring the skills and qualities
needed for later life.
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Quality of provision
Teaching and learning
Grade: 2
The quality of teaching and learning is consistently good with some examples of
outstanding practice. Behaviour is managed well and relationships are good. In lessons,
there is a good balance between teacher-led and pupil-focused activities. Teachers
use a good range of strategies to stimulate pupils' learning, including information and
communication technology (ICT) and opportunities for speaking and listening. These
strategies have a positive effect on pupils' attitudes and they respond with interest
and enthusiasm. Teachers plan well for pupils with different abilities. This was evident
in an outstanding numeracy lesson when all pupils, including those who are gifted and
talented, were working on tasks that really challenged and stretched them.
The use teachers make of assessment to help pupils improve their learning is
outstanding. Pupils themselves are involved in assessing their own learning, and
marking gives clear indications of how well they are progressing towards achieving
their learning targets. As a result, pupils achieve well because they are clear about
what to do next and they can see the progress they are making. The school itself has
recognised the need to focus on improving pupils' learning in problem solving and
division skills in mathematics in order to help more pupils achieve higher levels in Year
6.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 2
The school provides a good curriculum that meets all statutory requirements and the
needs of all pupils. In the Foundation Stage, there is a good emphasis on practical
investigations which appeal to the inquisitive nature of young children. A strength of
the curriculum is the links made between subjects to make learning interesting and
relevant. Pupils get plenty of opportunities to apply their good literacy, numeracy and
ICT skills in subjects such as history and science. A particularly good example was seen
in Years 5 and 6, when pupils developed their literacy and ICT research skills to write
biographies of Lord Shaftsbury. As a result, pupils are finding learning enjoyable so
they work hard and achieve well. In mathematics, weaknesses in pupils' problem solving
skills have been identified and addressed to improve the curriculum for pupils.
There is an outstanding range of enrichment and after school activities which support
learning and achievement most effectively. After school clubs meet a wide range of
interests and are very well attended. Themes, such as the Mexican days and a Chinese
week, extend pupils' knowledge of other cultures and help to prepare them for the
future. Visits, visitors and residential experiences further extend the curriculum and
contribute positively to pupils' personal and social development.
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Care, guidance and support
Grade: 1
Pupils are extremely well cared for. The safety and security of pupils is the school's
highest priority and arrangements for safeguarding pupils are excellent, with thorough
risk assessments. Pupils say that they feel the school is a safe place where relationships
are very good. Good procedures ensure that attendance is good and unauthorised
absence is very low. The school works very well with other agencies to support
vulnerable children and those with disabilities. Pupils with learning difficulties are
identified early and good arrangements support them well so that they make good
progress.
The use of assessment to track pupils' achievement and to set challenging targets is
outstanding so pupils are guided well to make good progress. Pupils are knowledgeable
about their learning targets, which are also shared on a regular basis with their parents.
Parents have said that they value the good consultation that allows them to support
the progress of their children.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2
A strength of the school's leadership and management is the outstanding work of the
headteacher, supported well by a committed governing body and an effective leadership
team. The headteacher's clear vision has created a consistent sense of common purpose
among staff focused on improving standards of achievement and personal development.
He is well supported by senior colleagues who, with him, have led improvements in
assessment and developments in the curriculum.
Effective systems of self-evaluation have been implemented, which include rigorous
procedures for checking the quality of teaching and the progress pupils are making.
These procedures have led to changes in the way teachers teach and the way pupils
are assessed. These are key factors in sustaining pupils' good progress and improving
their achievement. Subject leaders have a clear understanding of their management
role and work well together to maintain the ethos of a successful and happy school.
Governors carry out their responsibilities well. Effective sub-committees are actively
involved in the leadership of the school and 'link' governors work well with subject
leaders. Parents' views of the school are extremely positive and they have full
confidence in the work of the school.
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set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4
inadequate

School
Overall

Overall effectiveness
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?
The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
The capacity to make any necessary improvements
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

2

1
2
2
2
Yes

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve?
1

The standards reached by learners
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

2
2
2
2

Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The behaviour of learners
The attendance of learners
How well learners enjoy their education
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

1
1
2
2
1
1
2
1
2

The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1

2
2
1

Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?
How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education
How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can
How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities
Do procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?
Does this school require special measures?
Does this school require a notice to improve?

2
2
2
2
2
2
Yes
No
No

Inspection Report: Ravensmead Primary School, 2425 January 2007

9

Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
Thank you for being so welcoming and helpful when we visited your school. We enjoyed talking
with you and hearing what you had to say about the school. You told us a lot about what you
like and what you would like to see improved. We think that 'Fine diners' is a really good idea
and we were impressed by how well you all know your learning targets in English and
mathematics.
We found out many interesting things about the school whilst we were there. These are the
main things we found out that your school does well:
•
•
•
•
•

You behave well and really enjoy your time in school.
You have excellent attitudes to your learning.
The school provides you with a lot of interesting activities.
You achieve well in your lessons and make good progress.
Your teachers teach you well and take extremely good care of you to keep you safe and
healthy.
• Your headteacher, the governors and all the adults are helping the school to get better all
the time.
In addition, there is something we have asked the headteacher and the rest of the staff to do
in order to make the education you receive at school even better:
• To help some of you reach even higher standards in your work in mathematics.
You can help your teachers by continuing to work hard and by 'being the best that you can
be'.

