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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors.

Description of the school
This small school serves the villages of Welshampton, Lyneal and Colemere and the
nearby town of Ellesmere. Pupils are organised into three mixed-age classes. There
are no pupils with English as an additional language or from minority ethnic
backgrounds. The percentage of pupils eligible for free school meals is low.

Key for inspection grades
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4

Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 1
Welshampton is an outstanding school because pupils enjoy attending and they achieve
excellently to attain exceptionally high standards. There is a tangible ethos of care
and support which permeates all areas of school life, making parents very pleased with
the school. One said 'I feel the school offers everything a small school should, the
result of the hard work and dedication on the part of the staff'. Pupils behave
excellently and take an active part in their learning. They respond well to the school
ethos of 'Work hard and play hard'. The school is at the centre of the community where
it makes a very positive contribution.
Pupils feel very safe in school. The excellent care and support they receive help them
to make outstanding progress and prepare for the next stage of their education very
well. They receive well focused guidance on how to improve and pupils strive to meet
very challenging targets with a great deal of success. They understand the need to
remain healthy. They eat healthy food and many cycle or walk to school in response
to the school's travel plan, which the pupils helped formulate.
Pupils really enjoy coming to school and attendance is very high. They respond well
to the exciting and engaging curriculum, which is very well planned so that pupils
enhance and extend their skills as they progress within the school. Very good use is
made of topics to focus cross-curricular activities. For example, work within science,
English and mathematics is enhanced by the work to develop an eco-friendly school.
There is a strong emphasis on experimental and practical work within mathematics
and science and this has ensured that pupils develop well focused, independent learning
skills. Pupils enjoy a rich variety of extra activities, including French, ceramics and
physical education in conjunction with the local secondary school and they enjoy
learning to cook within their own school.
Achievement is outstanding as pupils reach excellent standards in mathematics and
science and high standards in English, where standards in writing are not as impressive
as the other subjects. Standards and the provision within the Foundation Stage are
excellent and provide a perfect platform for pupils as they enter the school. This is
because the leadership of the school enthuses and motivates teachers to deliver very
stimulating and exciting lessons which enthuse and engage pupils to really enjoy their
work. Teachers know their pupils well so that the work is well matched to their abilities
and lessons are very well supported by skilful teaching assistants.
Pupils make a strong positive contribution to the local community. They support
activities within the village and the local church and their work is often used by outside
agencies, including the local area health centre and the county council. Pupils
understand the democratic process and they are encouraged to vote in issues which
affect the whole school. This prepares them for future life very well. Pupils visit a
variety of local venues and support a school in Africa and this engages them in
purposeful writing as well as raising their cultural awareness. The atmosphere in the
school ensures pupils understand right and wrong and supports their social and moral
development well.
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The school has made excellent progress since the last inspection and its very strong
leadership places it in an excellent position to improve further. Its self-evaluation
rightly identifies the school as outstanding, which is why the local authority uses staff
to demonstrate good practice within the county. The collegiate management works
very well and ensures the school is constantly improving. The school does well to
overcome the problems of limited space, a lack of specific facilities for physical
education and ceramics, which are a financial burden, and limited time to manage.
The fact that it is so successful is testament to the hard work and dedication of all the
staff. Governance is extremely supportive but holds the school well to account. The
school gives outstanding value for money.

What the school should do to improve further
• Raise standards in English from very good to outstanding in line with science and
mathematics by improving writing.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 1
Across the school pupils, including those with learning difficulties or disabilities, make
outstanding progress. Because of the small number of pupils in a cohort, standards
fluctuate from year to year but they are exceptionally high overall. This is shown in
the results of national tests, which have been extremely high, with a significant
improvement in mathematics since the last inspection. The majority of pupils meet or
exceed the levels expected for their age. Many pupils do even better and achieve well
above average standards, especially in science and mathematics. The school's
comprehensive and effective assessment data reflect this positive picture.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 1
Pupils' behaviour and attitudes are excellent and their attendance is very good. They
really enjoy coming to school and respect their environment as demonstrated by their
work to become an eco-friendly school. One parent described the school as 'very
welcoming and friendly'. Pupils say they enjoy their lessons and that the school really
cares for them as individuals. They respect each other and try and remain healthy by
choosing appropriate food and many of them cycling or walking to school. The ethos
of the school ensures that pupils grow up with clear moral attitudes, and a rich variety
of activities enables them to gain a very good understanding of different cultures.
Hence their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is outstanding. The strong
emphasis on enterprise within school and pupils taking responsibility for running stalls
at the school and Christmas fairs prepare them well for dealing with money.
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Quality of provision
Teaching and learning
Grade: 1
The quality of teaching and learning is always at least good and overall is outstanding.
Excellent relationships built up between adults and pupils ensure that pupils want to
learn and behave well. Teachers have good subject knowledge and know their pupils
very well which means they are able to match work to their needs and ensure that
pupils make at least good, and often excellent, progress within lessons. Teaching
ensures that learning is enjoyable and that the pupils achieve highly. Excellent use is
made of teaching assistants within the mixed-age classes. Marking is well focused and
supports pupils to improve. Questioning of pupils is of a very high standard with good
use made of open questions to enable pupils to expand upon their answers and to
give reasons.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 1
The curriculum is very well planned to ensure it motivates and excites pupils and it
builds upon their skills as they progress through the school. The range of
extra-curricular activities is excellent, including French, cookery, ceramics, sports and
drama clubs. These are greatly appreciated by the pupils and many of them take up
the opportunity to attend even though some entail travelling to a local secondary
school. The work covered whilst working towards the eco-school green flag status
shows the school's commitment to developing the pupils' community responsibilities
and engaging them with global and local environmental issues, such as recycling and
sustainable energy. This has also been seen as a stimulus to work in different areas of
the curriculum and exemplifies the school's commitment to make the curriculum
relevant and meaningful. Good use is made of information and communication
technology to enhance the curriculum across all subjects. The strong emphasis on
practical, investigational and experimental work across all classes has helped develop
pupils' good independent working skills and improve their reasoning, particularly in
science and mathematics.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 1
The school cares extremely well for the pupils. They are aware of this and respond to
the guidance and support given to make very good progress. Parents feel that the
induction of new pupils is excellent. Procedures to ensure child protection are effective
and well established, as are health and safety checks. Pupils are aware of their targets
for improvement and how they can achieve them. The school has good systems to
monitor the progress of pupils and to identify any who may require additional support,
which it then helps. Pupils feel they are well prepared for the next stage of their
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education and the frequent visits they make to the local secondary school aid the
transfer.

Leadership and management
Grade: 1
Leadership and management are outstanding. The commitment, drive and vision for
excellence are very well demonstrated by the excellent ethos, the extremely high
standards achieved by the pupils and their impressive personal qualities. The
headteacher is an excellent role model and leads by example. The collegiate approach
ensures all teachers know what is expected and how to improve. There is a strong
commitment to self-improvement and the school is seen by the local authority as a
centre of excellence to demonstrate good practice to other schools. Self-evaluation
is accurate and thorough. Governance is very good and supportive, with governors
often in school to support activities, for example helping with music and French.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4
inadequate

School
Overall

Overall effectiveness
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?
The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
The capacity to make any necessary improvements
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

1

1
1
1
1
Yes

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve?
1

The standards reached by learners
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

1
1
1
1

Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The behaviour of learners
The attendance of learners
How well learners enjoy their education
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1

1
1
1

Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?
How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education
How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can
How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities
Do procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?
Does this school require special measures?
Does this school require a notice to improve?

1
1
1
1
1
1
Yes
No
No
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
You may remember I visited your school recently and I met with some of you at lunchtime and
talked to others during lessons and at playtime. What a delight and privilege it was for me to
see how well you are doing. You are all extremely friendly, cheerful and keen to talk about your
work. Many of you told me how much you appreciate all the things your teachers and other
adults do for you, especially the after school clubs, and about the fun you have in lessons. I
was disappointed I was not allowed to blow a big bubble like the children in class 1.
Many of you told me what an outstanding school you went to and I agree fully. Your
headteacher, all the teachers and adults who work in school with you take great care of you
and make sure that you do really well in your lessons and achieve outstanding standards.
I am very impressed by the way you look after each other and how you are working towards
the eco-school green flag status. You also listen really well during conversations. The quality
of some of your explanations in science was very good, as were the letters you were writing to
your friends in the school in Africa. I was also impressed by lots of your work which is displayed
around the school.
The headteacher and your teachers are determined to carry on improving your school and have
got lots of good ideas as to how they will do this, including improving the standards in writing.
Of course they will also continue to need your and your parents' help and support. I shall take
away lots of good memories about your school and have really enjoyed the time I have spent
with you. I hope the Harvest Festival service went well in the church. Thank you again for being
so helpful and friendly.

