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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.
Description of the school

Brockton Church of England School is a smaller than average sized primary school. All of the
pupils are from White British backgrounds. The proportion of pupils eligible for free school
meals is well below the national average. The proportion of pupils with learning difficulties
and/or disabilities is below average. When pupils arrive at the school in Reception, their skills
and knowledge vary significantly from year to year, from broadly average to above average. In
recent years there have been significant staff changes. A new permanent headteacher took up
post in September 2006.

Key for inspection grades

Grade 1 Outstanding
Grade 2 Good
Grade 3 Satisfactory

Grade 4 Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

Brockton provides a good quality of education for its pupils and this is reflected in the school's
own evaluation of its performance. Good care, support and guidance, together with outstanding
opportunities to engage in extra activities, contributes towards pupils’ outstanding personal
development and well-being. The school places a high priority on promoting social skills and
moral understanding. This is reflected in pupils' very positive attitudes to learning and confident
relationships with each other. Pupils enjoy school, particularly the rich variety of experiences
beyond the mainstream curriculum. Pupils are safe, healthy and well cared for so that they
develop confidence and pride in their school. Pupils happily take responsibility. Through the
school council pupils voice their views on a wide range of issues, including the environment
and the curriculum. Their concern for others is demonstrated by the many fund raising events
they organise. Pupils develop good basic skills which prepare them for later life.

Children in Reception (Foundation Stage) make good progress and many reach and exceed the
expected levels for their age. Elsewhere in the school almost all pupils also achieve well and
reach above-average standards by the end of Year 6. This is because of good teaching and
learning and the excellent support many parents give to the school. Understandably, given the
small numbers in each year group, standards and results vary from year to year. Results in
national tests were disappointing in 2006 when pupils underachieved. This was particularly the
case in mathematics. Work seen during the inspection confirms that standards in mathematics
are rising throughout the school as a result of improved teaching and strategies introduced by
the new headteacher. However, because subject leaders have a limited role in monitoring the
work in their subjects the rate of improvement in pupils’ standards has not been consistently
strong throughout the school. Additionally, opportunities are being missed to improve pupils’
skills in mathematics and writing in work in other subjects in Years 3 to 6. Teachers are
enthusiastic and well organised, and this helps to make learning fun. However, marking is not
consistent and does not always tell the pupil how to move forward.

The school offers pupils a good curriculum. Pupils thoroughly enjoy their time on the many
excellent residential visits the school organises. Leadership and management, including
governance, are good. Self-evaluation is effective and the headteacher and governors have a
clear and accurate view of the school's strengths and where improvement are needed. Leaders
are providing staff with high quality guidance and training, which is bringing about
improvements, for example, in the quality of teaching. As a result the school has good capacity
to improve further.

What the school should do to improve further

® Raise standards of pupils' writing and mathematical skills even further by broadening
opportunities for their use in all subjects.

® Extend the role of the subject leaders in monitoring and evaluating the work in their subjects.

® Improve the quality of marking to ensure it always helps pupils to know what they need to
do to improve.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Children make good progress in Reception, particularly in their personal development because
younger pupils often have the opportunity to work with older pupils and are given challenging
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activities. By the end of Year 2 and Year 6 standards are above those expected nationally for
their age and their achievement is good. Pupils speak well and have excellent listening skills.
Standards are above average in science and pupils have a good understanding of investigation
techniques. Standards in writing are improving. Whilst regular spelling tests and sessions to
improve handwriting are now leading to pupils acquiring good habits, opportunities for pupils
to improve their writing skills in all subjects are insufficient in Years 3 to 6. Progress is therefore
not as rapid as it could be. Similarly, whilst standards in mathematics are above average, pupils
are not given the range of opportunities to practise their developing skills within some subjects.
Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make similarly good progress to other pupils
because of the good support and guidance they receive.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 1

Pupils' social development is outstanding. School councillors are proud of the role they play
in shaping their school and talk enthusiastically of what they have done and what they want
to do. Although pupils are taught about other faiths in their religious education lessons, pupils
have limited awareness that they live in a very culturally diverse society.

Pupils' social, moral, spiritual and cultural development are good with some outstanding features.
Pupils enjoy their lessons which means they have very positive attitudes towards learning.
Pupils' behaviour is excellent and they work well together, being quick to offer support to each
other. For example, Year 6 pupils really enjoy reading with younger children. Attendance is
above the national average and again reflects how much pupils like coming to school. Pupils
speak knowledgeably about how to live a healthy lifestyle: eating fruit, vegetables, drinking
water and taking plenty of exercise. They know when to say 'No' to a stranger. The contribution
they make to the school community and the local community, is very good. Pupils use their
initiative to raise money, for example, by running stalls at the school fete, or raising money for
the new goalposts. As their basic skills are also good they are well prepared for later life.

Quality of provision
Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

Teaching and learning are good. Teachers plan a range of interesting activities and as a result
most pupils are eager to learn. Working relationships between staff and pupils are particularly
good. Pupils respond very well to teachers' consistent expectations of behaviour and hard work.
Typically in lessons praise is well used and this increases pupils’ motivation to achieve. Homework
is well organised and this allows many parents to make an important contribution to their
children’s learning. A recent positive innovation enables parents to work with their children in
the classroom at the start of each day. This has provided the basis for excellent dialogue and
communication. It has also enabled teachers to set standards and make parents aware of the
level of expectation and the challenges available to the pupils. Marking, however, is not used
consistently across the school and when it is used it does not always provide constructive
comments that will help pupils to improve.
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Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 2

The curriculum is good. However, opportunities are missed to develop and improve pupils'
writing and mathematical skills in the teaching of all subjects. The additional learning
opportunities provided are a strength of the school. There are many opportunities for the pupils
to experience a wide range of visits, sports and musical activities, all of which enhance their
learning very well. The most notable are the numerous camping trips to countries such as
Ireland, not just for the older pupils, but also from the Reception children upwards. The pupils
speak very enthusiastically about these. There are very good links with local schools, particularly
for sporting activities, dance and music festivals. The programme for personal, social and health
education is very good and as a result pupils are very aware of the need for a healthy lifestyle.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 2

The care, guidance and support of pupils are good. The school is a harmonious place where
everyone shows respect and care for each other. There is always an adult available for pupils
to confide in. Staff are very committed to providing a safe and stimulating environment and
know their pupils well. Good health and safety, child protection and risk assessment procedures
are securely in place. Each visit undertaken by the pupils is carefully assessed for risks. Pupils
are set clear objectives for their work in lessons, but they are not always clear about targets
for raising the overall standards of their work or what they have to do to achieve them.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

Leadership and management are good. The able leadership of the new headteacher, effectively
supported by governors, is reflected in the school's determination to be even better. The vast
majority of parents express extremely positive views about the school, praising in particular
the new headteacher, how pupils are treated as individuals and how they are listened to in
helping the school to become even better. Professional development is taken seriously so that
all staff have a sense of their accountability for the success of their areas. The school
improvement plan is tightly focused on addressing the most important issues. Effective systems
for monitoring and evaluation at a senior level mean that leaders show a clear understanding
of where improvements are needed. The monitoring roles of subject leaders are not developed
fully and as a result there is inconsistent application of new teaching strategies being introduced,
which is affecting the achievement of some pupils. Governors have a good understanding of
the school's strengths and needs. They challenge and evaluate initiatives effectively and are
closely involved in the school's strategic development, for example, in improving the school
environment.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance ‘Complaints about school inspection’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A
Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4 School
inadequate Overall
Overall effectiveness
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated 5
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?
How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners' 1
well-being?
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation 2
The capacity to make any necessary improvements 2
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last Yes
inspection
Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve? 2
The standards' reached by learners 2
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between 5
groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress 2
Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the ]
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 2
The behaviour of learners 1
The attendance of learners 2
How well learners enjoy their education 1
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices 1
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles 1
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community 1
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to 5
their future economic well-being
The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the 5
learners’ needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs 5
and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 2

' Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Annex A

Leadership and management

How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement 5

and supporting all learners?

How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading 5

to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet 5

challenging targets

How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so 3

that all learners achieve as well as they can

How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to 5

achieve value for money

The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their 5

responsibilities

Do procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government Yes

requirements?

Does this school require special measures? No

Does this school require a notice to improve? No
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
11 July 2007

Dear Pupils

Inspection of Brockton Church of England Primary School. Brockton, TF13 6JR

Thank you all very much for making us feel so welcome in your school when we visited recently.
We were really impressed with you all and the way you were very happy to tell us about your
school. You and your parents are rightly proud of Brockton. Like you, we think your school is
good. There are so many good things to report about your school. Here are the main ones.

It is very clear that you go to a caring school. The school helps you to gain confidence in
yourselves and you all have excellent attitudes to learning. We know this because we saw you
all working hard in school and your behaviour was excellent. You show consideration for others
and are friendly and helpful to each other. We were impressed by how older pupils take
responsibility for helping others within the school. You all make good progress with your work.
Those of you who need extra help make the same good progress because the school gives lots
of attention to helping you learn.

There are lots of good things happening in your classrooms. Teachers are really good and make
lessons fun. You have lovely relationships with all the staff. Teachers make a real effort to find
interesting ways of helping you to learn. You said that teachers explain things well and give
you extra help if you need it, and this helps you to reach standards above those of other pupils
your age. What we saw in your books and your lessons shows that you are improving all the
time. Many of you talked to us about all the clubs and camping trips that are on offer and we
were very impressed at some of the things that you achieve in these activities.

The leadership and management of your school are good and as a result we think it has the

capacity to improve even further. To make your school even better we have asked your teachers
to do a number of things. First, that they give you even more opportunities to improve your

writing and mathematical skills in all your subjects. Second, we have asked your teachers who
are in charge of subjects to check more closely on how well the school is doing. Finally, we have
asked that teachers' marking comments could give you a clearer indication about how to improve
your work. You can help in these improvements by following carefully your teachers' guidance.

Once again thank you and good luck in the future.

David Cox Lead Inspector



