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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by three Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

Fulwood and Cadley is a larger than average primary school whose social context is no more or
less favourable than most schools nationally. The proportion of pupils eligible for free school
meals is below average. Pupils’ attainment when they start school is below average and has
declined over recent years. The proportion of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities
is below average. About 80% of the pupils are fromWhite British backgrounds, 10% from Indian
backgrounds, and the rest come from a range of minority ethnic heritages. A very small minority
of pupils are at the early stages of learning English.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

Fulwood and Cadley is a good school. It provides a purposeful, caring environment in which
pupils enjoy learning, develop their personal qualities well and make good progress with their
work. The headteacher, senior staff and governors have a clear picture of what the school does
well and what needs to be improved, and so the quality of pupils’ learning is getting better all
the time. Parents say the school is a friendly place, where they feel comfortable approaching
the staff to discuss how well their children are doing. These strengths enable all pupils, whatever
their ability or background, to make good progress throughout the school. By Year 6, they
usually reach above average standards. They are confident when expressing their views and
have good personal skills that equip them well for the future.

Achievement is good and standards are above average at the end of Key Stage 1 and Key Stage
2. Children make good progress in the Reception classes because a rich and interesting range
of activities is well-matched to their needs. Good teaching supports pupils’ learning well,
including those at the early stages of learning English. In Years 1 and 2, a calm and purposeful
approach to learning, along with good teaching, ensure that the pupils develop their skills
quickly. Lessons are lively and interesting and so the pupils enjoy their learning. Pupils continue
to improve in Years 3 to 6 but progress, although satisfactory, is not as consistent. In a small
minority of lessons, the teaching lacks pace and the work is not matched well enough to pupils’
needs. This is because teachers do not always make full use of the information they have about
pupils’ progress to plan the next steps in pupils’ learning. In most lessons, however, learning
is lively and challenging and so the pupils achieve well.

Pupils’ personal development is good. They say they enjoy school because there are lots of
interesting things to do in and outside lessons. They are keen to learn, behave well and are
considerate of others. Pupils know about being healthy and staying safe because an increasing
range of experiences is raising their awareness; for example the after school sports and healthy
food choices at lunchtime. They contribute well to the school community; for example, through
the school council. Also, they are sensitive to the needs of others when fundraising for charity.
Strong basic skills and a good ability to communicate prepare them well for the future. The
good curriculum is strong in English and mathematics and provides a wide range of enrichment
activities. A lack of resources and facilities for information and communication technology
(ICT) limits the scope of the curriculum for this subject.

Since her appointment 18 months ago, the headteacher has provided a very strong lead in
raising standards. Systems for tracking pupils’ progress and tackling potential underachievement
have been put in place. There is already evidence that these measures are having a positive
impact of pupils’ achievement, but it is not reflected in higher standards.

The school has improved since its last inspection. It has an accurate view of its current
effectiveness, which gives it a good capacity to make further improvements. It provides good
value for money.

What the school should do to improve further

• Increase the proportion of lessons in Years 3 to 6 where teaching is good or better so pupils
make consistently good progress.

• Make better use of information about pupils’ progress to identify and tackle potential
underachievement.
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Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

The current Year 6 pupils started school with attainment typical of children of their age, and
have done well to reach above average standards. Children do well in the Reception classes
because good teaching identifies what they need to learn and provides the right activities to
help them succeed. By the time children join Year 1, most reach the expected standard. In Years
1 and 2, pupils continue to learn quickly. Good teaching and a variety of interesting activities
make lessons enjoyable, which motivates the pupils to succeed. Results of the Year 2 national
tests have been above average, as are current standards. Overall progress is satisfactory in
Years 3 to 6, but the quality of learning is inconsistent ranging between satisfactory and good.
In many lessons, pupils make good progress, particularly in the current Year 6, but, in a small
minority of lessons, the pace of learning and the work are not challenging enough. In the recent
past, measures of pupils’ progress from Year 2 to Year 6 have been average. There is now good
evidence, however, that pupils’ progress is improving because leaders are taking a more rigorous
approach to identifying and tackling weaknesses. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or
disabilities and those at the early stages of learning English are well supported, which enables
them to be fully involved in all lessons and to make good progress.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils enjoy school because they are encouraged to be enthusiastic and confident learners. A
typical comment was, ‘I like lessons because the teachers make them interesting and fun’, which
explains why pupils are keen to learn. Around the school, pupils are friendly and polite; for
example, spontaneously holding doors open for adults. Relationships between all ages are very
positive and pupils work well together in lessons. Everyone agreed when one pupil said, ‘I like
the people in my class because they are all friendly’. Attendance is average. Pupils’ spiritual,
moral, social and cultural development is good. Activities such as assemblies and the day to
day life of the school help pupils to learn valuable moral and social lessons. For example, they
reflect on moral issues during prayers in assembly, and learn to socialise during team games
and by working collaboratively in lessons. Pupils know how to make healthy choices in the food
they eat and the exercise they take. They feel safe in school and know how to stay safe out of
school. Lots of opportunities to take on special responsibilities, such as when Year 6 pupils
look after the Reception children, help pupils to make a good contribution to the school
community. Good basic skills and well-developed personal qualities prepare pupils well for the
future.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

The quality of teaching and learning is good, but satisfactory in a small minority of lessons for
pupils in Key Stage 2. Good relationships help pupils to be confident learners and teachers give
lots of praise, which motivates pupils to do even better. Lively whole-class teaching and
imaginative activities promote pupils’ learning effectively. Good support from teachers and
teaching assistants, particularly for pupils who find learning difficult, helps everyone to do their
best. In most lessons, learning moves at a brisk pace and the work provides the right challenge
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for pupils of varying abilities. In a few lessons, however, the pace of learning is too slow.
Occasionally, the tasks pupils are given are not sufficiently challenging. The school is developing
its systems for assessing pupils’ attainment and tracking their progress. This is giving all the
teachers a much clearer picture of how well pupils are doing and how they can improve. As yet,
however, this information is not being used consistently to ensure that lessons help pupils to
take the next step in their learning.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

The curriculum provides a good range of learning experiences that meets the needs of all pupils
well. For example, those who have learning difficulties and/or disabilities benefit from work
that is matched to their specific learning needs. The curriculum for English and mathematics
is strong, which helps pupils to make good progress. In ICT, provision is not as strong, but there
are plans for better resources and a new computer suite. Pupils’ good personal development
owes much to a strong programme of personal, social and health education. For example, work
on bullying has given pupils a greater awareness of this issue. A good variety of activities outside
lessons, from Reception to Year 6, is much enjoyed by the pupils and helps them to learn new
skills. For example, the youngest pupils get a lot of fun from their mathematics club and the
older ones learn French. Outdoor play for the youngest children and activities in the school
grounds enrich pupils’ learning.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

The school takes good care of all its pupils in a happy and supportive environment. Pupils say
they feel safe, secure and valued. Relationships are good and pupils are comfortable talking
over any worries they have with staff. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities and
those at an early stage of learning English are supported well by the staff. Their classmates are
sensitive to their needs and willing to help in any way they can. This ensures that these pupils
are fully involved in all that the school has to offer. Good links with outside agencies give extra
support when needed. Child protection and all other checks to safeguard pupils are securely
in place. Academic guidance is satisfactory. Teachers set learning targets which are helping
pupils to improve their work. This is a recent innovation, however, and together with teachers’
marking of pupils’ work, is not yet used consistently enough in all classes to help pupils improve
the standard of their work.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

The headteacher focuses strongly on raising standards in pupils’ academic and personal
development. She is determined that pupils should have the best opportunities to enjoy and
achieve. Over the past year, with good support from the deputy headteacher, she has enabled
others to share in the leadership of the school. As a result, the senior staff and governors are
united in their wish to improve pupils’ achievement. For example, the school responded quickly
to below average results in the 2006 Year 6 science tests, and standards are now above average.
The school’s systems for checking on the quality of teaching and learning are satisfactory and
improving. The headteacher has a clear picture of the school’s performance, but subject leaders
are still developing their skills in identifying areas for development. Nonetheless, plans for
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improvement set out clearly the actions that need to be taken to move the school forward. For
example, the success of an initiative to value everything that is positive about pupils’ behaviour
is reflected in their conduct around the school. The views of all members of the school
community, including parents and pupils, are sought and acted upon. Governors bring a good
range of skills to their roles and have a perceptive view of the school’s strengths and weaknesses.
They fully support the headteacher in her drive to raise standards.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4

inadequate

Overall effectiveness

2
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

2The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
2The capacity to make any necessary improvements

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards

2How well do learners achieve?

2The standards1 reached by learners

2
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The behaviour of learners
3The attendance of learners
2How well learners enjoy their education
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

2How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

2How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

2How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

2How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

2How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

2How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets

2How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

2How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Fulwood and Cadley Primary School

Cadley Causeway

Fulwood

Preston

Lancashire

PR2 3QT

17 March 2007

Dear Children

Thank you for being so helpful when we visited your school to find out how well you are doing.
There are lots of good things about your school, but we also found a few ways in which it could
be even better. The strengths we found are:

• you all behaved in a very polite and friendly way, which made us feel welcome;
• we enjoyed talking to you because you express your ideas confidently;
• you enjoy lessons because the teachers make them interesting and you try hard;
• you all get on very well together and support each other in a caring way;
• children in the Reception class and Key Stage 1 are making good progress;
• those of you who are learning the English language are doing really well;
• in most lessons, teachers do a good job in helping you to learn quickly;
• you enjoy the wide range of activities outside lessons, such as mathematics club and French;
• special jobs for the older pupils are an enjoyable way of helping everyone in school;
• you like the way the staff care for you and make sure you are safe;
• your headteacher and all the staff do a good job in helping your school to improve.

We would like you to work with your teachers to improve the way you learn.

• In a few lessons in Key Stage 2, we found that some of you did not make enough progress.
We have asked your teachers to make sure the activities in lessons and the work they give
you help you to learn quickly. You must try your best as well.

• Your teachers have good ways of finding out what you already know and what you need to
learn next. We want them to make better use of this information to give you work in lessons
that is challenging.

Thank you for helping us with the inspection of your school.

Yours sincerely

George Crowther

Lead Inspector
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