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Introduction

The inspection was carried out by an Additional Inspector.

Description of the school

This village school, located close to Heathrow Airport, is larger than most primary
schools. Children's standards on entering the Foundation Stage are generally similar
to those expected for their age, although there is considerable variation in most years.
The proportion of pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities is above average.
Pupils' home circumstances vary somewhat, but most come from advantaged homes.
The area is one with a considerable traveller culture and almost 10% of pupils come
from traveller families. A higher than average proportion of pupils are from minority
ethnic heritages, mainly from Indian backgrounds. The proportion at an early stage
of learning English is also above average. The school has Investors in People status
and the Healthy Schools award. There is registered day care on the school site, run by
a separate organisation. This was not inspected as the arrangements for running the
facility are about to be changed.

Key for inspection grades

Grade 1 Outstanding
Grade 2 Good
Grade 3 Satisfactory

Grade 4 Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

This is a good school. It is dedicated to the academic achievement, care and happiness
of its pupils and it secures all effectively. Parents agree. One summed up the views of
many by saying, ‘My children have loved coming to this school and it has given them
the best start in life'. In this caring setting, pupils grow up as thoughtful young people
who consider the opinions and feeling of others. They play a full and enthusiastic role
in the life of their school and village. The school makes good use of its links with the
local area and the diverse backgrounds of its pupils. They therefore develop a good
understanding of local cultures. Pupils have appropriate opportunities to learn about
less familiar cultures in the wider world, but their understanding of these, while
satisfactory, is weaker.

Provision is good in the Foundation Stage. The staff understand how young children
learn and provide a variety of stimulating activities. Good social development begins
here, with children quickly developing independence and good learning habits. The
indoor accommodation has been extended and improved to provide a very stimulating
and flexible environment for children to learn. It is significantly better than the outdoor
area. Although the staff make the best possible use of this, it only offers limited scope
for play and exploration.

A good curriculum and effective teaching and learning, together with the pupils’
positive attitudes, result in good achievement. Standards are above average in Year 6
in English, mathematics and science. The school is aware of the diverse needs of its
pupils. It succeeds in ensuring that all are made welcome, fit in well, feel secure and
have their needs met. Consequently, no groups of pupils achieve less well than others.
The needs of those with learning difficulties and disabilities, or who are at an early
stage of learning English, are carefully identified and they are given effective individual
support. Therefore they too make good progress. The school works effectively, with
the help of parents, to ensure that the pupils' from traveller families are fully engaged
in their learning. Consequently, they work hard and achieve as well as other pupils.

The very good leadership of the headteacher provides a clear vision for the school's
development. This is strongly supported by all staff. The school's leadership has
succeeded in securing good improvement since the last inspection in standards,
Foundation Stage provision, attendance and information and communication technology
(ICT) resources. This track record shows that the school has a good capacity for further
improvement.

What the school should do to improve further

« Improve the outdoor area for the Foundation Stage.
« Improve pupils' knowledge and understanding of other cultures.
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Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Pupils achieve well and reach above average standards by Year 6. Children make good
progress in the Foundation Stage, with almost all working securely at expected levels
in all areas of learning by the end of the Reception year. Their knowledge of the rules
for spelling and using numbers is a little above what is expected for their age. This
provides a strong foundation as they move forward into Year 1. Progress in Years 1
to 6 is consistently good in English, mathematics and science and for all groups of
pupils. Most pupils learn to write confidently and proficiently in a range of styles and
become skilled in matching these to the purposes of the task. For example, they write
clear explanations and succeed well when asked to write a story that will engage the
reader. The Year 6 pupils have above average skills in choosing appropriate methods
to tackle mathematical problems. Occasionally, the accuracy of the work of some pupils
is reduced because they do not check their answers carefully.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils' personal development and well-being are good. Pupils say emphatically that
they enjoy school and show this by their good behaviour, positive attitudes to work
and enthusiasm in joining in with all that the school has to offer. At the time of the
last inspection, attendance was unsatisfactory. Parents and pupils have supported the
school’s effective work to raise attendance to a satisfactory level. Pupils know why it
is important to eat and drink healthily and enjoy the many opportunities that they
have to be active. They know why rules are important to ensure the safety of all and
cooperate well in ensuring that these are carried out. Members of the school council
willingly accept responsibility for helping to raise other pupils' awareness in these
important areas. Pupils contribute to school life in many ways. For example, they enjoy
working as library assistants and carry out prefect responsibilities diligently. These
roles, together with good progress in their key subjects, prepare pupils well for the
future. Pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good in almost all
respects. They are considerate of each other and show concern for those less fortunate
than themselves by their willing involvement in charity appeals. Their awareness of
other cultures is less strong. Pupils understand well the cultures that they come into
contact with and often learn about life in other places. However, their understanding
of ideas and beliefs in less familiar cultures is less strong.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning
Grade: 2

Teachers clearly set out their expectations for behaviour and effort, but in a way that
avoids being heavy handed. This promotes good relationships with pupils so that the
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great majority work willingly. Teachers use assessment well to ensure that work is well
matched to all needs and ages, so that all can make good progress. They work
effectively with teaching assistants to ensure that pupils who need extra help receive
this. Just occasionally, small numbers of pupils are allowed to become inattentive and
when this happens, their progress slows. Teachers ask good questions that encourage
pupils to think for themselves and consider the possibility of different explanations
for events. In addition to adding to pupils' understanding of the subjects, this helps
their personal development by encouraging them to consider different points of view.
Teachers use marking well to encourage pupils and often give good guidance on how
they can improve their work. This is not fully consistent however.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 2

The school is developing a cross-curricular approach to learning. Although this is not
yet complete, it is already having an impact by allowing pupils to use what they have
learned for ‘real’ tasks. This boosts their interest and motivation. All pupils have at
least two hours physical education a week. They particularly enjoy the swimming
lessons in the school's own pool. This helps them to develop an important skill and
also contributes to their personal development by encouraging enjoyable activity and
promoting an understanding of the need for safety near water. Facilities for ICT have
significantly improved since the last inspection and now match those in most schools.
Plans are well in hand to further improve resources and also to make good use of these
in all subjects. The curriculum is enriched by a good range of trips, residential visits
and well attended clubs. Provision in the Foundation Stage has improved well since
the last inspection and is now good. A variety of stimulating activities is well matched
to the way young children learn though play and exploration. The improved indoor
accommodation provides a very good setting for this, but the outdoor accommodation
is less helpful, providing only a small dedicated area.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 2

Care, guidance and support are good. Pastoral care is very good. One parent summed
up the school's dedication to this by saying, 'The school has pupils' needs at the heart
of all that it does'. As a result pupils feel secure and happy. Staff are well trained and
well informed about pupils' needs. All procedures for child protection are carried out
diligently and effectively. The school employs a full-time qualified welfare assistant
and works well with a range of specialist agencies to provide effective help for pupils
who need it. Provision for pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities is reqularly
monitored to ensure that it continues to meet their needs. Procedures for academic
guidance and support are well organised to ensure that all pupils receive any extra
help they need to achieve well. In improving these further, the school is increasingly
involving pupils in their own assessment and target setting.
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Leadership and management
Grade: 2

Leadership and management are good. Responsibility for monitoring the work of the
school and leading improvement is shared well between senior and middle leaders.
Systems for monitoring teaching and learning are well organised and rigorous, and
the school is willing to listen to the views of pupils and parents. These approaches
have given it a good understanding of its quality and performance, and enable the
school to set clear, relevant targets for further improvement. The school has detailed
plans for further developing the role of subject leaders. This involves extending
strengths already present in English, mathematics and science, in the quality of
self-evaluation and assessment guidance, to all subjects. The impact is being seen in,
for example, improved accuracy and consistency in the assessment of ICT. The governors
support the school well and many are willing to challenge where necessary. Some have
been quite recently appointed and they are working well to develop their skills to also
be able to do so.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection’, which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4 School
inadequate Overall

Overall effectiveness

How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage

The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation

The capacity to make any necessary improvements

Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

NININ| N

Yes

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve?

The standards' reached by learners 2
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The behaviour of learners
The attendance of learners
How well learners enjoy their education
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

N ININININJWINING N

The quality of provision

How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the 5
learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs 5
and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 2

' Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Annex A

Leadership and management

How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement 5

and supporting all learners?

How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading 5

to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet 5

challenging targets

How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so 5

that all learners achieve as well as they can

How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to 5

achieve value for money

The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their 5

responsibilities

Do procedures for safequarding learners meet current government Yes

requirements?

Does this school require special measures? No

Does this school require a notice to improve? No
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Thank you for welcoming me to your school recently. | enjoyed meeting you and am grateful
for the help you gave by talking to me and letting me look at your work. | was able to see that
yours is a good school.

You succeed well in your work. It was good to see that there are no groups in your school who
do less well than everybody else. This is because the adults care for you all very well and make
sure you are all happy and have any help that you need. Your parents and the other grown-ups
at home also help a lot and | know that the school is grateful for this. You are well taught.
Teachers make sure that work is just right for you and give you lots of interesting things to do.
They ask you good questions that really make you think. Your understanding of how people
live in other places and their beliefs and customs is not quite as good as your other learning. |
have asked the school to help you to improve this.

Those of you in the Reception classes are learning quickly. You get on with tasks and work
together well, without needing a grown up to tell you what to do all the time. Your rooms have
lots of interesting places and things to play with and the teachers and assistants use these
really well. I have asked the school to try to make the outside areas just as good.

Some of you told me that you really enjoy school. | could see this by the way you behave so
well and join in with things so happily. This is an important reason why you succeed so well in
all years. You are kind to each other and know that people might have different opinions. You
do many things to help the school, such as working on the school council, in the library and as
prefects.

The headteacher and her staff have already made some good improvements to the school. They
know what to do to make it even better.

Well done to you all and very best wishes for the future.
George Rayner

Lead Inspector



