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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

Corpus Christi is an average-sized primary school which serves three Catholic parishes.
Most pupils come fromWhite British backgrounds with one third coming fromminority
ethnic backgrounds. An above average number of pupils speak English as an additional
language. A below average number of pupils are entitled to free school meals and a
below average number have learning difficulties and disabilities. At the time of the
inspection, the headteacher had been in post for just over a year, the school was
without a deputy headteacher and the co-ordinator for pupils with learning difficulties
and disabilities was absent. The chair of governors had been in post for one week.

Key for inspection grades
OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

This is a satisfactory school. It is benefiting from the very strong leadership of the
headteacher who has a clear vision for the future of the school and an accurate
understanding of its strengths and weaknesses. Most of the recent improvements
have been brought about as a result of her expertise and commitment. Improved
provision for the Foundation Stage has resulted in the children making satisfactory
progress. They reach the standards expected by the time they enter Year 1. Standards
in other year groups are average and improving, most notably in reading, mathematics
and science. Achievement is satisfactory, soundly preparing pupils for their future
lives. However, standards and achievement in writing are not as good as they should
be, particularly for more able pupils.

Although teaching and learning and the curriculum are satisfactory, there are variations
which result in pupils making better progress in some year groups than others. Where
pupils do not make enough progress, it is mostly because of insufficient planning for
their individual needs and dull teaching methods. During the inspection, some parents
raised concerns about provision for pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities.
Inspectors mostly agree with their views and found that these pupils do better in some
classes than others. There are signs of improvement. As a result of a recent staff
appointment individual education plans (IEPs) are beginning to be more closely tailored
to meet pupils' individual needs. The headteacher knows that more needs to be done
to identify these pupils at an earlier stage, and that IEPs need to be included more in
lesson planning and reviewed regularly. The good provision for pupils who speak
English as an additional language means that they are able to make good progress.

The care, guidance and support that the school provides are inadequate. Although
there are strengths in provision for pupils' pastoral care and health and safety, the
academic support and guidance that pupils receive is poor. Assessment is weak and
not being used with sufficient precision to set challenging targets and plan work for
pupils' different needs and capabilities. Marking of pupils' work tends to be superficial
and does not provide enough guidance to help pupils understand what they have to
do to improve.

The school has a strong Catholic ethos and pupils' spiritual development is good.
Pupils' personal development and well-being are satisfactory and they have a
satisfactory understanding of how to keep themselves healthy. Behaviour is satisfactory.
The good behaviour and positive attitudes to learning of most pupils, and the good
contribution they make to the school community, are marred by the poor behaviour
of a small minority of boys. Pupils report that behaviour is much better than it was as
a result of the school taking a firmer line.

The headteacher and governors are united in their determination to build on the
satisfactory improvements in achievement and standards since the last inspection and
to address the areas that they know need further work. However, the leadership and
management of the school and its capacity to improve are judged to be satisfactory
rather than good because the effectiveness of subject leaders and middle managers
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in the school's improvement work is inadequate. Although the school's overall
effectiveness in satisfactory, its performance in two respects is inadequate. Before
the next section 5 inspection, Ofsted inspectors may visit the school to monitor the
progress that it has made in remedying these weaknesses. The school would receive
two to five days notice of such a visit.

What the school should do to improve further

• Improve provision for pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities by making
sure that all these pupils have individual educational plans matched to their needs
which are reflected in teachers' planning and reviewed regularly.

• Raise standards and achievement in writing by improving the level of challenge,
particularly for more able pupils.

• Improve the quality and consistency of teaching and learning by making more
accurate use of assessment to set targets, guide pupils' progress towards them
and plan work which meets pupils' different needs.

• Ensure that middle managers and subject leaders take on their full roles and
responsibilities for raising standards and achievement in their curriculum areas.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

Attainment on entry to the Reception class is average. The children make satisfactory
progress during their Reception Year and most reach the standards expected for
children of a similar age. There are variations in pupils' progress between year groups
and between subjects but achievement for most pupils is satisfactory and standards
are average by Year 2 and Year 6. The school is successfully improving standards in
mathematics and science, for example, in Year 2 and Year 6, by improving pupils' skills
in applying their knowledge of number to problem solving and their factual knowledge
of science in investigational tasks. An improved focus on helping pupils to link letters
to the sounds they make is improving standards of reading. Writing has not improved
to the same extent and more able pupils do not achieve as much as they should in the
subject. Pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds achieve as well as their classmates
and those who speak English as an additional language do well because of the good
support that they receive. The achievement of pupils with learning difficulties and
disabilities is not always as good as it should be because of insufficient planning for
their needs.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 3

Pupils' personal development and well-being, including their spiritual, moral, social
and cultural development, is satisfactory. Spiritual development is a particular strength.
Pupils' enjoyment of learning is satisfactory but varies according to the quality of
teaching. They 'switch off' when they have to sit for too long listening to their teacher
or when tasks are either too easy or too difficult for them. Behaviour is satisfactory.
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Although most pupils behave well, this is marred by the challenging behaviour of a
small minority of boys. The work of the learning mentor is making a considerable
contribution to improving matters. Pupils have a good awareness of how to keep
themselves safe and a satisfactory awareness of how to lead healthy lives. They make
a good contribution to the school and wider community, for example, through their
work on the school council and by singing outside Tesco's at Christmas. They are
soundly prepared for their future lives. Attendance is satisfactory.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

Teaching and learning are satisfactory but there are variations between classes. During
the inspection, good teaching was seen in Years 2 and 6, where skilled questioning
and lively explanations successfully captured pupils' interest and tasks met the needs
of most pupils well. Teaching in the Foundation Stage is satisfactory. Satisfactory
attention is given to the development of pupils' communication, language and listening
skills.

Weaknesses occur when planning does not build on what has gone before and there
is insufficient focus on what pupils of different capabilities are to know, understand
and be able to do as a result of the lesson. Tasks are much the same for all pupils in
these lessons and teaching methods are uninspiring. As a result most pupils mark time
because those with learning difficulties and disabilities struggle to understand and
the more able finish quickly and are bored. There is a particular lack of challenge for
more able pupils in writing.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 3

The school provides a generally satisfactory curriculum. Provision for Reception- aged
pupils has improved since the last inspection, as has music and art. Good use is made
of visits and after school activities to add interest to the curriculum. There is sound
provision for personal and social education and citizenship and good provision for
pupils who speak English as an additional language. The curriculum does not always
meet the needs of pupils who have learning difficulties and disabilities. Provision for
more able pupils is satisfactory; however, the writing curriculum does not always include
the challenging work that they need. The use of ICT to support learning across the
curriculum varies but is satisfactory. The new interactive whiteboards are contributing
to this.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 4

Care, guidance and support are inadequate. Pupils receive good pastoral care. Child
protection procedures are well managed and regular health and safety checks are
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carried out. The academic support and the guidance that pupils receive are weak. Not
enough use is made of assessment and information from setting targets to plan precisely
for pupils' varying capabilities and to give them the advice and support that they need
to make progress. There is limited use of ongoing assessment to check how well pupils
are getting on and to plan the next steps in learning. Marking is not used well enough
to help pupils know what they have to do to improve. Pupils with learning difficulties
and disabilities receive good personal care. The academic support and guidance that
they receive falls short because when targets are set they are too general and individual
education plans are not reviewed often enough.

Leadership and management
Grade: 3

The leadership and management of the school are satisfactory. The leadership of the
headteacher is a particular strength. She has initiated many improvements in spite of
a very heavy workload. Not all staff fully understand their role in monitoring and
influencing teaching and learning in their areas of responsibility. Their effectiveness
in influencing standards and achievement is inadequate because of this. Performance
management is satisfactory and firmly linked to improving standards. Satisfactory
monitoring and evaluation procedures by the headteacher include consultations with
all those with an interest in the school. The information gained from this monitoring
is used appropriately to inform the school's plans for improvement. The governance
of the school is satisfactory and the new chair of governors has a good understanding
of his role.

5Inspection Report: Corpus Christi Catholic Primary School, 20�21 November 2006



.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements
School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4

inadequate

Overall effectiveness

3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

3The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
3The capacity to make any necessary improvements

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards
3How well do learners achieve?

3The standards1 reached by learners

3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

3How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

3How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

3The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
3The behaviour of learners
3The attendance of learners
3How well learners enjoy their education
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
3The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

3How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

3How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

4How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

3How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

4How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

3How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets

3How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

3How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

3The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Thank you for making us feel so welcome when we visited your school. We really enjoyed talking
to you and watching you learn and play. We can see why you mostly like your school and agree
that it gives you a sound education.

What we found out about your school:

• Your headteacher is doing a good job in helping the school to get better.
• You are now doing better in reading, mathematics and science.
• The school has a calm atmosphere which helps you think about the wonder of the world

about you and of your special place within it.
• We think that the school council works well and that you do a lot to help the school run

smoothly.
• The school keeps you safe and helps you understand how to keep yourselves safe and

healthy.

What we think needs to be improved:

• The way the school helps you to reach higher standards in writing.
• The ways that it helps those of you who struggle with your work to do the very best that

you can.
• The way that teachers plan for your different learning needs in lessons and the support

and guidance that they give you to help you improve your work.
• To make sure that all those who help your headteacher to manage the school understand

what they have to do.
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