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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

This is a very small rural primary school. All the pupils are White British. Attainment
on entry into Reception varies from group to group but is generally below expectations.
There are twice as many boys as girls. The proportion of pupils with learning difficulties
is above average.

Key for inspection grades
OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

Camerton is a satisfactory and improving school that provides a sound education. As
one parent commented, 'Camerton has gone from strength to strength over the past
few years…it is a pleasure to be part of the school community'. The strong leadership
provided by the headteacher has been instrumental in raising standards over the last
year. She has introduced rigorous procedures to check on and improve the quality of
teaching and learning and has ensured that the information from assessments has
been used effectively to meet the needs of the pupils. The achievement of pupils is
satisfactory. It is good in Years 5 and 6 because consistently good teaching makes
sure that lessons are lively and tasks are exciting. In Years 1 to 4 achievement is sound,
mainly because the teaching lacks a bit of pace and liveliness. Work in these year
groups is not as challenging as in Years 5 and 6 and pupils do not produce enough
work. Overall standards are broadly average. The standards reached by pupils in Year
6 in the 2006 national tests were average in English and significantly above average
in mathematics and science. This shows considerable improvement from the previous
year. Throughout the school, standards in writing are too low because there are too
few opportunities for pupils to practise the skills they have been taught. Children in
Reception make satisfactory progress, although by the time they start Year 1 they are
still a little below expected levels.

Pupils enjoy school and are proud of their achievements. They behave well and have
good attitudes towards their work. Relationships between adults and pupils are positive
and, as one parent commented, 'children are encouraged and respected for their
individuality'. Consequently, pupils feel valued and secure, and know that staff have
their best interests at heart. Pupils understand the need for a healthy lifestyle and
speak enthusiastically about the snacks and fruit that they sell in their 'healthy' tuck
shop. They collaborate well and are learning essential skills which will stand them in
good stead for the future. Pupils are well looked after. They know how to stay safe
and have many opportunities to take responsibility. There is a broad curriculum which
is enriched by many visits and visitors. The wide range of extra-curricular activities is
much appreciated by the pupils and adds to their enjoyment of school. Residential
visits to the Forest of Dean help to develop pupils' confidence as well as broadening
their learning experiences.

The headteacher provides clear direction to the school. She knows how well the school
is doing, has identified appropriate areas for development and has taken action to
seek improvements. This is evident in the recent improvements in writing in Years 5
and 6, although there are signs also that standards are rising lower down the school.
However, too little is being done to identify where opportunities for writing may occur
in subjects across the curriculum.

What the school should do to improve further

• Increase the challenge to and expectations of pupils in lessons in Years 1 to 4.
• Identify where there are opportunities for writing in subjects other than English
and make sure all year groups take full advantage of them.
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Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

Standards are broadly average and pupils' achievement is satisfactory. Children in
Reception achieve satisfactorily, although by Year 1 most children still do not have all
the skills expected in mathematics and English. At the end of Year 2, standards remain
below average. In 2006, standards in mathematics improved and were in line with those
expected. In reading and writing, standards were below average, although they showed
some improvement over the previous year. Overall standards at the end of Year 6
improved significantly in 2006. English was in line with the average, and mathematics
and science significantly above average. These pupils' achievement was good overall
given their starting points when they entered the school, and they exceeded the
school's expectations. Pupils with learning difficulties achieve similarly to their peers
because of the good support they receive when they are working in small groups. The
school's own analysis shows that standards in writing are not high enough, particularly
in Years 1 to 4. This is because pupils are not challenged enough in lessons and basic
skills are not sufficiently reinforced through opportunities to write in all subjects.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils' personal development and well-being are good. Their enjoyment of school is
reflected in their enthusiasm towards their work (even when lessons are not as
challenging as they could be), their keenness to learn and their very good behaviour.
Attendance and punctuality are satisfactory; most attend regularly but some pupils
are not punctual enough. Pupils use their initiative and respond particularly well when
given responsibility. The school council fulfils its role effectively and pupils efficiently
run the 'healthy' tuck shop. Pupils understand and appreciate different cultures, faiths
and traditions and their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good. This,
together with improving standards and good opportunities to develop information
and communication technology (ICT) and inter-personal skills, means pupils are well
prepared for their future.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

Teaching and learning are satisfactory. Teaching in Years 5 and 6 is good because
teachers have high expectations of what pupils can achieve and because work is well
matched to their individual needs. Teaching in Reception is satisfactory and planning
shows a sound awareness of the needs of individual children. Pupils in Years 1 to 4
enjoy their learning and have good relationships with their teachers. However, teaching
is only satisfactory because pupils are not always challenged enough in lessons and
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teachers do not have sufficiently high expectations of what pupils can achieve. Too
little work is completed and the quality of presentation is not high enough.

The quality of marking is sound but it varies too much. Some of the marking tells
pupils how they can improve their work but this is not consistent and too often stickers
and ticks take the place of constructive comment. Teaching assistants are well deployed
and provide good support, usually for pupils with learning difficulties, who respond
positively and make good progress against their targets.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 3

The school offers a satisfactory curriculum. The Reception class provides children with
an appropriate learning environment which takes in all the areas of learning. Planning
is satisfactory and the school has taken care to ensure that curriculum content will
appeal appropriately to the high number of boys as well as the girls. There is an
appropriate emphasis on developing literacy and numeracy skills. However, insufficient
opportunities are provided for pupils to practise their writing skills across all areas of
the curriculum. There is a good programme for pupils' personal development, which
has a particular emphasis on how pupils can stay healthy and safe. The enrichment of
pupils' learning experiences through a wide range of educational visits and
extra-curricular activities is good.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

Care, guidance and support are good. The staff know their pupils well and as a result
children feel happy, safe and secure. Pupils are confident that they can confide in any
adult should they need to. Health and safety are carefully monitored and appropriate
checks are carried out. The pupils like the rewards system and the way that the school
publicly celebrates their achievements. This helps to motivate them. The school systems
for monitoring pupils' academic progress are satisfactory, although more needs to be
done to use the information to plan work at the right level, particularly in writing.
There are good links with outside agencies to ensure that the support given to pupils
with learning difficulties effectively meets their needs.

Pupils know what their targets are, and pupils in Years 5 and 6 in particular are gaining
an understanding of what they need to do to improve their work.

Leadership and management
Grade: 3

The leadership and management of the school are satisfactory. The headteacher
provides strong leadership and she is well supported by colleagues. There is a very
clear vision for the school and a very good knowledge of what the school needs to do
to improve further. This has been arrived at through careful checks on performance
data, lesson plans, the quality of teaching and pupils' work. Action is taken to remedy
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weaknesses, evidenced by the work to improve writing mentioned earlier. As a result,
pupils' achievement has improved, particularly in Years 5 and 6. The governors are
very supportive of the school. They have a good understanding of the school's strengths
and weaknesses and are becoming more involved in strategic planning and school
evaluation, although monitoring visits are a comparatively new feature. The school
has a satisfactory capacity for further improvement. Parents have great confidence in
the school and feel that it listens carefully to their views and those of pupils.
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.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements
School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4

inadequate

Overall effectiveness

3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

3The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
3The capacity to make any necessary improvements

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards
3How well do learners achieve?

3The standards1 reached by learners

3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

3How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The behaviour of learners
3The attendance of learners
2How well learners enjoy their education
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

2How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

3How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

3How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

3How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

3How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets

3How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

3How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

3The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Thank you for the warm welcome you gave us when we visited your school. You certainly seem
to be very happy and it was good to hear how you enjoy your work and all the extra activities
in which you are involved. We think your school gives you a sound education and is working
hard to make it even better than this. This is what we thought about your school.

What we think your school does well:

• You behave well and are really keen to learn.
• You take very seriously the importance of eating healthily at school and taking physical
exercise.

• The teachers and staff take good care of you while you are in school.
• Your headteacher leads the school well and knows what must be done to make it even
better.

What we have asked the school to do to improve:

• We think that some pupils in Years 1 to 4 need to have work that is a bit harder and more
challenging.

• You need to have more opportunities to practise your writing skills in subjects other than
English.

We are glad you enjoy your school and hope you will continue to work hard.
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