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Introduction
This inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

This small school mainly serves an inner city area with a mixture of owner occupied and rented
housing but also admits pupils frommany other parts of Sheffield. The school has a very diverse
population with pupils from 15 different ethnic heritages andmany speak English as an additional
language. More pupils enter and leave the school between Reception and Year 6 than in most
other schools. The proportion of pupils entitled to free school meals is well above average as
is the proportion of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities. The school currently
has an acting headteacher.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

This is a satisfactory school, which provides satisfactory value for money. Parents are very
supportive and really appreciate the way the school ensures that their children, who come from
many different backgrounds and cultures, get on so well together. Pupils' personal development
is good. They celebrate each others' cultures, and happily work and play together. They enjoy
their lessons because they feel that learning is fun. Pupils feel safe, free from harassment and
know that any problems they have will be sorted out. They are well aware of how to lead a
healthy life and what they need to do to take care of themselves. Their good personal and
social skills and positive attitudes help them to face the future with confidence.

Standards and achievement are satisfactory. Children are well provided for in Reception and
get off to a good start. This good rate of learning, however, is not as successfully sustained in
the rest of the school. Pupils' progress is slower in Years 1 and 2, and standards are below
average in reading and writing, and broadly average in mathematics in Year 2. In Years 3 to 6,
pupils continue to make satisfactory progress in English and science, and good progress in
mathematics, where standards are beginning to rise. Standards remain below average overall
by Year 6.

Teaching is generally satisfactory. It is better in Reception where children make good progress
because activities are focused and purposeful, and there is a good balance between those led
by adults and ones that children choose independently. Teaching in Years 1 to 6 is satisfactory
but improving as teachers become more skilled in using their assessments of pupils' progress
to plan challenging work. This is the case in mathematics, for example, where teaching and
consequently pupils' progress is generally good. Progress has been partly boosted by additional
mathematics teaching programmes. In English and science, however, teaching is more variable
and not as strong. The exception is pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities who
receive effective support and make good progress.

The curriculum is satisfactory. There is a good partnership with other schools and the community
to provide specialist teaching of modern foreign languages, music and physical education which
enhances pupils' learning. There is adequate provision for pupils learning English as an additional
language, enabling them to make similar progress to their peers. Pupils are very well looked
after. The school has a warm and caring atmosphere and robust systems ensure pupils'
well-being. However, pupils are not yet provided with enough guidance on how to improve
their work.

Leadership andmanagement are satisfactory. The acting headteacher and the recently appointed
deputy headteacher are providing good leadership. They have identified key areas of weakness
and are making good progress in tackling them. There is still some way to go, however, in
developing the leadership and management skills of other teachers. For example, monitoring
and evaluation is still too reliant on the acting headteacher and deputy headteacher. Governors
are effective in providing support and challenge. Progress since the last inspection has been
limited. Standards remain below average and self-evaluation is underdeveloped. Given that the
leadership arrangements are in a state of flux, many improvements are recent and so are not
yet having full impact, the school's capacity for improvement is satisfactory rather than good
as the school judged it to be.

4 of 10Inspection Report: Porter Croft Sheffield Church of England Primary School, 27�28 March 2007



What the school should do to improve further

• Raise standards in English and mathematics across the school.
• Ensure that teaching is consistently good.
• Ensure pupils know how to improve their work.
• Develop the management roles of the staff, involving them in the monitoring and evaluation
of provision.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

Pupils' achievement is satisfactory. The exception being children in the Foundation Stage who
enter with below average skills and consistently make good progress. By the end of Reception,
many exceed the expected learning goals. In recent years, progress in Key Stage 1 has not been
good enough and by the end of Year 2, standards have been below average. Over this year,
progress has improved as teaching has become more focused on what pupils need to learn.
Consequently, it is now satisfactory in reading and writing, and good in mathematics. This
results in broadly average standards in mathematics. Standards are below average in reading
and writing. Good progress in mathematics is continued throughout Years 3 to 6, where
successfully implemented strategies have tackled weaknesses and strengthened pupils'
achievement. However, standards remain below average, particularly in English andmathematics
in Year 6. In English and science, pupils are on track to achieve the realistic targets that have
been set for them. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities benefit from effective
support and make good progress. Those who speak English as an additional language quickly
learn English, receive overall satisfactory support and achieve as well as other pupils in school.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils clearly enjoy lessons and each others' company. Attendance is satisfactory, although a
few sometimes arrive a little late for lessons in the morning. Pupils behave very well throughout
school and this contributes to their readiness to learn. Their spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development is good. Pupils develop good self-esteem and confidence because their different
achievements are celebrated and they have a good understanding of each others' faiths and
cultures which ensures everyone gets on well together. Pupils have a good understanding of
healthy lifestyles, the dangers of drugs and the need to take care because the school places a
good emphasis on their health and well-being. They make a satisfactory contribution to the
school community through the school council and by raising money themselves for various
charities.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

Teaching in Reception is good because adults work effectively together to provide well
thought-out and stimulating activities, such as the recent visit to a supermarket caf� that pupils
enjoy and which provide a firm basis for learning. Teaching in Years 1 to 6 is satisfactory. A
particular strength is the effective work of the special needs coordinator and teaching assistants
to support pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities. This underpins the good and
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sometimes very good progress that these pupils make and enables them to be fully involved
in lessons. Teachers' support is generally adequate for those learning English as an additional
language, although they successfully encourage pupils to work together in a common mother
tongue. This clearly helps those who are less confident in their use of English. Many of the
features that are helping to improve teaching are recent. Some teachers make more effective
use of them than others and this shows in the different rates of progress made by pupils across
classes. Good teaching includes, making the purposes of activities clear to pupils, encouraging
them to evaluate how well they are learning and helping them to understand how to improve
through the marking of their work.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 3

An appropriate emphasis is placed on literacy and numeracy. Some good examples of work seen
in music, physical education and art enrich pupils' learning. Pupils benefit from specialist
teaching and coaching in some of these subjects, including French. Those learning English as
an additional language receive satisfactory and sometimes good support. The provision made
for pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities is good. Until recently, however, little
extra was done to meet the needs of pupils whose performance had dipped or required boosting.
This is improving but there are some pupils, particularly in Key Stage 1 who are not yet benefiting
from the additional help they need from appropriate intervention programmes.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 3

Adults work hard to make sure pupils feel at ease and happy in school. Any problems are quickly
identified and pupils are effectively helped. This often involves the learning mentor, and parents
and outside agencies, whenever this is appropriate. The policies and procedures to ensure
pupils' welfare and safety are robust and up to date. Academic guidance is satisfactory but
improving. Where teaching is good, informative and encouraging marking as well as discussion
helps pupils to assess their learning, correct mistakes and know what they need to learn next.
However, this is not consistently the case, which results in some pupils getting insufficient
guidance to improve their work.

Leadership and management
Grade: 3

The school has been through a difficult period resulting from the headteacher's long-term
illness and related absences. The governors took robust action to appoint an acting headteacher
from outside the school to work alongside a newly appointed deputy headteacher. They have
forged an effective team that is moving the school forward. There is a shared understanding
of what needs to be done to raise standards and improve the school's effectiveness evident in
well thought out plans to improve provision. Teachers now feel muchmore involved and valued.
They are now actively engaged in improving the school, but their skills and involvement in
monitoring and evaluating its effectiveness are underdeveloped. Governors have a good
understanding of the school and have the confidence and skills to hold it to account and to
work effectively with the local authority to ensure the interests of the pupils are safeguarded.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4

inadequate

Overall effectiveness

3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

2The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
3The capacity to make any necessary improvements

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards

3How well do learners achieve?

3The standards1 reached by learners

3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

2How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The behaviour of learners
3The attendance of learners
2How well learners enjoy their education
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
3The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

3How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

3How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

3How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

3How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

2How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

3How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets

3How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

3How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

2The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

We really enjoyed our visit to your school. We think that your school is satisfactory at present
but that it is improving. For example, your teachers and their assistants have worked hard to
help you to do better in mathematics and as a result, most of you are nowmaking faster progress
than you did.

You behaviour is very good and you all get on very well with each other. We were impressed
with how you helped each other in class and particularly those of you who are learning English.
You are lucky to come to school with children from so many different countries and cultures.
This is helping you to have a good understanding of the traditions and beliefs of people from
around the world. Many of you told us how much you enjoyed school because you have fun
and 'learn things you need in the future'. We think that everyone in the school looks after you
well and wants you to be happy and to feel safe.

All the grown-ups in school want you to have the best education possible and they are working
hard to make this happen. At present, lessons are mostly satisfactory, although some of them
are good. Your teachers are working to make lessons better and your headteacher and deputy
headteacher are giving them lots of help and encouragement to do this.

We think that the school can improve further by:

• helping you to do better in literacy and numeracy across the school
• making sure that teaching is equally good in all classes
• helping you to understand more clearly what you can do to make your work better
• making sure that all teachers look more carefully at how well the school is doing so they can
help make it even better.

We think that some of you can help your teachers by always arriving at school on time so you
do not miss any of your lessons.

I would like to thank you being so friendly and welcoming.
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