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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by three Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

The school is average in size with Nursery provision and situated in an area of comparative
advantage. It serves families whose social circumstances vary, from those that are less favourable
than national averages to those from above average socio-economic backgrounds. The majority
of pupils are from aWhite British background. The proportion of pupils with learning difficulties
and/or disabilities is below the national average as is the number of pupils eligible for a free
school meal. Christ Church achieved the Healthy Schools Award and achieved Basic Skills Quality
Mark for the second time in 2006.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 1

This is an outstanding school, which is extremely popular with both parents and pupils. They
recognise and greatly value the high level of care, guidance and support that pupils receive.
The outstanding leadership places pupils' personal development and their well-being at the
heart of the school's work and supports pupils' learning very well indeed. The pupils think so
too as they say, 'every child matters here'. This extends to a very good understanding of the
wider world and cultural differences. The pupils demonstrate a high degree of self-confidence
and self-esteem which enables them to behave very well and really enjoy the wide range of
opportunities the school provides, including the many after-school clubs and the very good
and enticing array of sporting activities. Many of these contribute to their excellent
understanding of healthy lifestyles. The curriculum meets pupils' needs exceptionally well
through carefully tailored provision that makes learning very interesting. For example,
information and communication technology (ICT) is now used extremely well. Pupils are now
very confident users, which serves to enhance their enjoyment in lessons and improve
achievement. The excellent level of care, guidance and support received by the pupils assists
them in becoming very articulate individuals with a very good understanding of themselves
and others. As one child said, 'It's what's deep inside you that matters.' The result is they
develop excellent relationships between themselves and with staff. These factors help them to
make excellent progress in most areas and to have a growing understanding of their own
performance.Children come into the school with skills and knowledge above their expected
stages of development. The school continues to build on this and maintains high levels of
achievement throughout the Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. Pupils achieve
overall standards that are significantly above the national average at the end of each key stage.
Pupils' progress in writing in Years 3 and 4 is not consistently as strong as progress elsewhere,
partly because of unavoidable staffing problems, which have been addressed by the headteacher,
and partly because teaching does not sufficiently help children to develop their writing skills.
This is transformed in Year 6 where high expectations and imaginative teaching, with a greater
level of support, results in accelerated learning. This helps pupils develop a wide range of writing
skills and hence achieve high standards. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities
make excellent progress because their specific learning needs are very well targeted with
excellent individual education plans.The headteacher has successfully led a rigorous drive for
improvements in all aspects of the school's work. In this respect, he has developed a very strong
leadership team that has a very good capacity to improve. He has built a highly motivated staff
team which is wholly committed to school improvement with pupils' all-round development at
the core. Through a detailed monitoring of standards and in-depth self-evaluation, he has been
able to identify quickly areas of weakness and implement successful strategies to make
improvements.

What the school should do to improve further

• Improve the consistency of good progress in writing throughout Key Stage 2.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 1

Since the last inspection, standards have significantly improved as a result of leadership that
has a clear focus on raising and maintaining high standards. Pupils make impressive progress
in their learning throughout the school. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities also
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make excellent progress although their standards are lower. Attainment on entry to the
Foundation Stage is above average. Children settle quickly and make good progress because
of the high quality provision. Key Stage 1 standards have risen faster than the national trend
over the last five years. The numbers of pupils achieving the higher levels are now significantly
above average in all aspects. Standards by the end of Key Stage 2 have risen rapidly over the
last three years so that pupils achieve overall standards in English, mathematics and science
that are above average. Standards in mathematics are exceptionally high and have been so for
the last two years. Standards in English are above average, although some younger pupils'
progress in writing is weaker partly as a result of recent unavoidable staffing issues. The number
of pupils achieving the higher levels is significantly above average in mathematics, English and
science.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 1

Pupils' personal development and well-being are outstanding because the school has placed
this aspect central to its work. Pupils think highly of their school and their behaviour and
attendance are excellent. Determined action by the school ensures pupils' spiritual, moral, social
and cultural development is now excellent. Pupils have very positive attitudes to learning and
really enjoy their work. They enjoy excellent relationships with each other, showing respect
and care for their classmates. Pupils gain confidence and self-esteem and are active in many
initiatives, such as developing the stimulating outdoor play environment and raising funds for
charities.Pupils know how to keep fit and make healthy lifestyle choices such as choosing
healthy snacks and drinking water regularly. They also participate in an extensive range of
sporting activities including tournaments in which they frequently celebrate success. They
develop the key skills that will prepare them very well for the future. These include confident
use of ICT and some exceptionally good numeracy skills.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 1

Excellent relationships that help pupils become conscientious and keen learners lie at the heart
of teaching. As a result, learners lap up the challenges presented to them. Teachers have good
subject knowledge and their planning takes full account of assessment information to match
work to pupils' needs very well. Pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities have very
carefully monitored programmes of support that help them make excellent progress. Teachers
use resources, such as ICT, very effectively to capture pupils' imagination and make learning
fun. For example, researching the origins of the Olympic Games as part of a history and English
lesson and using video clips of the Titanic as a stimulus for writing. A strong focus on
personalised learning means pupils are also taught how to learn and this helps them achieve
very well. For example, Year 4 pupils very articulately discussed the conditions that helped
them to learn best and how to tackle problems. Although teachers' marking makes pupils
increasingly aware of their own attainment, it does not always explain how they can improve
their work.
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Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 1

Curricular provision is excellent. The school provides plenty of rich educational visits and visitors,
and a very good range of extra-curricular activities. There is very good provision for children
in the Foundation Stage that gets children off to a strong start. Excellent links between schools,
for example a community arts project, help to extend provision and smooth transition to the
high school. The skills that pupils need for life feature well in lots of subjects and help pupils
to reinforce and extend those they have acquired.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 1

Outstanding care, guidance and support contribute greatly to the pupils' academic and personal
success. Exceptionally positive relationships ensure that all pupils feel safe and that there is
someone to turn to if help is needed. All staff show a high degree of commitment to the pupils
in their care. Very effective tracking of pupils' progress enables the school to accurately target
extra support to ensure all pupils' excellent personal and academic development. The individual
education plans of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities have clearly focused
support that enables them to make excellent progress. Parents are overwhelmingly supportive
of the school and feel, in particular, that it takes good care of their children, summed up in the
comment, 'My child is cared for as well as educated.' The induction procedures for children
entering the Nursery class and arrangements for transfer to secondary school are exceptionally
good. The school has all necessary measures in place to safeguard pupils, including for those
who are most vulnerable.

Leadership and management
Grade: 1

Excellent leadership and management at all levels have made a significant impact on improving
standards and achievement since the last inspection and have addressed all previous inspection
issues. This clearly demonstrates that the school has a very good capacity to improve further.
The headteacher's accurate self-evaluation ensures that the school knows itself well. His rigorous
monitoring has led to appropriate actions being taken to ensure that the school meets
challenging targets andmaintains high levels of achievement. For example, strategies to improve
performance in mathematics have led to standards rising to well above average. When recent
unforeseen staffing problems in Years 3 and 4 resulted in a slowing of progress in writing, the
leadership quickly and effectively reorganised the staffing. There are early signs that this
strategy is beginning to pay dividends. The knowledgeable and very effective governors
challenge and support the school well, ensuring that the school provides very good value for
money.

6 of 10Inspection Report: Christ Church CofE (Aided) Primary School, 14�15 March 2007



.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4

inadequate

Overall effectiveness

1
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

1Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

1The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
1The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
1The capacity to make any necessary improvements

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards

1How well do learners achieve?

2The standards1 reached by learners

1
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

1How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

1How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

1The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
1The behaviour of learners
1The attendance of learners
1How well learners enjoy their education
1The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
1The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
1The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

1How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

1How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

1How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

1How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

1How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

1How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

1How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets

1How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

1How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

1The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Thank you for making us welcome during the days we spent in your school. We really enjoyed
talking to you and seeing you work very hard and we think your school is an outstanding school.
We think that you have an excellent school and we see how much you enjoy your lessons. We
were very impressed with how polite and well mannered you all were. In fact, we thought you
were all very sensible and mature.

We think that the school looks after you very well and provides many things for you to do to
make your school day enjoyable. Your headteacher is helping you do better in your work and
to enjoy school more. These are some of the other things we really liked about your school.

• How well you get on together and the care you show for others.
• How hard all the adults work in your school to help you to do well.
• How well you are making progress.
• Your excellent behaviour.

We have asked the school to do one thing that we think will help make your school even better
and you can help. Most of you are doing really well in your writing but some of you are not
making fast enough progress. We would like the school to make sure that all of you make the
same excellent progress.

Thank you once again for helping us with the inspection. We enjoyed our two days with you
and we hope that you continue to enjoy school.
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