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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

This church primary school takes pupils from the local parish. The proportion of pupils
eligible for free school meals is broadly average, as is the number identified as having
learning difficulties. The number of pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds is above
average, though only a very few are in the early stages of learning to speak English.
Children's attainment is broadly average when they start school in the Reception class.
At the time of the inspection, the school was being led by two acting headteachers
who are each in school for part of each week.

Key for inspection grades
OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

This is a satisfactory school, with some good features. Pupils' achievement is satisfactory
and standards are broadly average overall, though progress is not consistent from
subject to subject. This is because of variations in the quality of teaching, with English
teaching better than the teaching of mathematics. Provision for children in the
Foundation Stage is satisfactory. Children in the Reception Year make satisfactory
progress from their starting points, with standards being broadly in line with nationally
expected levels by the end of the Year. In Years 1 to 6, pupils make good progress in
reading, with teachers introducing new skills systematically. However, in mathematics,
progress is sometimes too slow. Not all pupils achieve as well as they should because
teaching does not always build well enough on what they already know, slowing the
pace of learning.

A key strength of the school is the way that pupils improve their personal skills.
Teachers give pupils good personal support and, from an early age, teach them good
values. Consequently, pupils learn to respect each other and adults. Pupils behave well
both in lessons and when moving around the school. A good range of extra clubs and
visits helps pupils to enjoy school. Events such as the healthy eating week ensure that
pupils develop a good understanding of how to stay safe and healthy. Pupils make a
good contribution to the local community and there are good links with other schools.

Leadership and management are satisfactory. The acting headteachers have made a
good start to their time in the school and have already developed a very secure
understanding of what needs improving. Their view of the school's effectiveness
matches that of the inspectors. Their strong commitment to ensuring that improvements
are made and sustained is shared by all members of staff. Over the last few years, the
school has gathered a wealth of information about pupils' progress. This is not yet
used well enough to identify strengths and weaknesses, making it difficult for staff,
particularly subject leaders, to respond quickly enough to areas of concern and
underachievement where they arise. This hinders the pace of improvement. Governors
are supportive but have rightly identified that they do not do enough to hold the
school to account. Nonetheless, this is a school that, under the purposeful leadership
of the acting headteachers, is moving in the right direction. The school has a proven
track record of improvement since the last inspection and, despite the changes in
leadership, a sound capacity for further improvement.

What the school should do to improve further

• Improve progress in mathematics by ensuring that teaching consistently meets the
needs of different groups of pupils.

• Ensure that subject leaders and governors play a full part in finding out how well
the school is doing and take action to bring about improvement.

• Make better use of information about how pupils are doing in order to identify
and tackle underachievement where it arises and improve the pace of learning.

2Inspection Report: SS Peter and Paul Catholic Primary School, 18�19 September 2006



Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

Pupils' achievement is satisfactory. By the end of Year 6, standards are broadly average
overall. In the Reception class, children make satisfactory progress from their starting
points and by the end of the year, children's standards are as expected for their age.
In Years 1 to 6, pupils make good progress in reading, where standards are slightly
above average, and satisfactory progress in writing and science, where standards are
broadly average. However, in mathematics, pupils do not always make progress quickly
enough. Standards in mathematics at the end of Year 6 have fallen in the last two
years and are now slightly below average. In 2006, too many pupils of differing
capabilities failed to reach the challenging targets that had been set for them. Older
pupils have insecure basic mathematical skills and they find it hard to apply their
knowledge to practical applications such as problem solving or investigations.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Personal development and well-being of the pupils is good. The school is a harmonious
community where pupils share mutual respect for each other. One pupil said 'It's easy
to make friends here.' Pupils behave well and have good attitudes to learning. Children
in the Reception class settle into school routines quickly and are enthusiastic and
chatty. Attendance is satisfactory and pupils enjoy coming to school.

Pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good. Good links with the
church and a 'retreat' for Year 6 pupils ensure that spiritual development is especially
strong. There are many opportunities for pupils to take responsibility and look after
others. Pupils are proud to be 'house captains' or school councillors and talk
enthusiastically of the role they play in shaping the school; for example, the school
council carried out a survey about favourite fruits as part of healthy eating and
organised a "football clothes day" to raise money for charity. These activities prepare
pupils well for the next stage of their education and help them to make a good
contribution to the community. Pupils understand the importance of a healthy lifestyle,
for example, they readily explain why they should eat lots of fruit.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

Teaching and learning are satisfactory, though there are good features in all lessons.
In the Reception Year, the teacher provides calm and patient support to all children,
helping them to settle quickly. Throughout the school, teachers have good expectations
of how pupils should behave. Teachers have very caring relationships with the pupils,
are well organised and plan interesting activities, with interactive whiteboards used
effectively to teach new skills. In English lessons, where teaching is often good,
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challenging questioning encourages pupils to think for themselves. When teaching
skills which are new to the pupils, teachers break the learning into small steps so that
they can be easily understood and mastered. However, in mathematics, teachers do
not always ensure that work is matched closely enough to the needs of different pupils.
This slows the pace of learning and leads to inconsistent progress being made across
the school. Throughout the school, teachers do not use marking well enough to help
pupils understand how to improve.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 3

The curriculum is satisfactory. In the Foundation Stage, the curriculum adequately
covers the areas of learning. However, there is no secure outdoor area and this limits
children's learning experiences, and reduces opportunities for children to practise
physical skills. Throughout the school, there is a clear focus on providing every child
with a stimulating curriculum and this helps to ensure that there are good levels of
enjoyment in lessons. However, planning does not always take sufficient account of
pupils' individual needs, especially in mathematics, and there are too few opportunities
for them to apply the basic skills of literacy, numeracy and ICT in other subjects.

A strength of the curriculum is the wide range of enrichment activities offered by the
school. These have a positive impact on pupils' personal development. Trips to places
of interest, residential visits and inter-school sports competitions help pupils gain
social skills effectively. These are also supported by a good variety of extra-curricular
activities that include cheerleading, chess and the arts. Good links with the community
and local high school extend and enrich the learning experience for pupils, for example,
by providing opportunities to learn a modern foreign language.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 3

Care, support and guidance are satisfactory. Personal care and support given to the
pupils is good, making this a happy, friendly school. Pupils say that they feel valued
because teachers try hard to understand each of them. They are confident that they
can ask for help and advice whenever necessary. Teachers know their pupils well and
ensure that the school environment is safe and secure. The school works well with
outside agencies to safeguard children. Academic support is satisfactory. Progress is
carefully assessed but insufficient use is made of this information to ensure that work
is matched to the needs of all the pupils. The school has recently introduced targets
for pupils to try to reach in literacy and numeracy, helping pupils understand how to
improve. Teachers identify pupils with learning difficulties and set clear targets for
their improvement.
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Leadership and management
Grade: 3

This is a school that is not standing still, despite the lack of a permanent headteacher.
In a short time, the acting headteachers have set a clear agenda for school improvement,
and the impact of their work can be seen in the very thorough analysis of test results.
This focused use of information is beginning to prove beneficial in helping to identify
key areas for improvement and these are reflected in actions already taken, such as
the setting of targets for groups of pupils to achieve. Members of staff are very positive
about recent changes. They are working well as a team andmorale has improved. There
are satisfactory systems for evaluating how well the school is doing, though there is
too little involvement of subject leaders in this process. Additional training and support
over the last year is beginning to address this issue. However, senior managers have
rightly identified that subject leaders are not yet sufficiently involved in using
information about how well pupils are doing to ensure that weaknesses are addressed
as soon as they arise. This has meant that weaknesses in mathematics were not picked
up quickly enough, although, with the support of the local authority, they are now
being identified. Governance is satisfactory. Governors are keen and supportive but
do not do enough to hold the school to account. They are insufficiently involved in
strategic planning.
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.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements
School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4

inadequate

Overall effectiveness

3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

2Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

3The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
3The capacity to make any necessary improvements

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards
3How well do learners achieve?

3The standards1 reached by learners

3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

3How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The behaviour of learners
3The attendance of learners
2How well learners enjoy their education
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

2How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

3How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

3How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

3How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

3How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

3How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets

3How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

3How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

3The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Thank you for welcoming us to your school and for showing us your work. You were very polite
and friendly. We found lots of good things in the school as well as some things that need
improving.

What we liked most about your school

• Throughout the school, you make good progress in reading.
• Children in the Reception class settle very quickly.
• You behave well and are keen to take responsibility. The school council helps you all to
contribute well to school life.

• The adults provide lots of exciting things for you to do outside of lessons and this helps to
make school fun.

• Your acting headteachers are working hard to find out what they need to do to make the
school even better.

• Your parents and carers are pleased that you come to this school.

What we have asked your school to do now

• Help you to do better in mathematics by making sure that teachers always give you work
that is not too easy or too hard for you.

• Help teachers and governors to do more to find out how well the school is doing.
• Use all the information about how well you are learning to make sure that you are doing
well enough from year-to-year.

We thoroughly enjoyed talking to you about your work and watching you learn. We wish you
all well for the future. We hope you continue to help your teachers by working hard and trying
your best.
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