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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by one of Her Majesty's Inspectors of Schools and four Additional
Inspectors.

Description of the school

This is a large school. Most students are from minority ethnic groups, with the largest groups
within the community being students of Pakistani and Indian heritage. Almost one in five
students are from refugee or asylum seeker backgrounds. Over four fifths of the school speak
English as an additional language and many are at an early stage of learning English. The
proportion of students with learning difficulties and disabilities is high, as is the proportion of
students eligible for free school meals. A high proportion of students join the school after Year
7. The school serves an area of higher than average deprivation. It is a specialist science and
technology school and has a second specialism in languages. It has also recently been designated
a training school.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 1

One student told inspectors that this is a '...very fabulous school.' Its overall effectiveness is
outstanding. Students enter the school with below average standards, achieve very well and
leave the school having achieved above average standards in their GCSEs. The school's
specialisms of science, technology and languages have had a significant impact and students
achieve well in these subjects. Standards in English at GCSE are average, and the school has
rightly focused on formal and extended writing skills to support students' progress at GCSE
and GCE A level. There is a strong culture of learning and students enjoy their lessons. Many
students stay on in the sixth form because they value the high quality of teaching and the
strong relationships they develop with their teachers. Lessons are characterised by fast pace,
varied activities and very effective levels of challenge for all students.

Systems for tracking students' progress are very effective. Students' needs are very well known
and they are monitored and supported extremely well, both academically and pastorally. There
is a resolute, whole-school commitment to treating and caring for every student as an individual.

Personal development andwell-being are outstanding because the school places the achievement
and well-being of students at the heart of its work. The outstanding relationships throughout
the school contribute significantly to this. Whilst provision for citizenship education is
satisfactory it is not fully developed across the curriculum and opportunities to monitor the
progress of students in this subject are missed.

The school's leaders embody the culture of high expectations. Both the executive and associate
headteachers have set an exceptionally clear, shared vision for the school. There is very effective
leadership and management at all levels. Well developed monitoring and evaluation contributes
significantly to school improvement and supports strong strategic planning. The school provides
excellent value for money and its capacity for improvement is outstanding.

Effectiveness and efficiency of the sixth form

Grade: 1

Loxford's sixth form is outstanding. Students, many of whom speak English as an additional
language and find the demands of reading andwriting at this level challenging, make outstanding
progress. Standards, both in GCE A level and other business related courses are above average.
There is a broad curriculum that very effectively meets the needs and interests of students and
enables them to identify appropriate qualification routes so that they can achieve their goals.
Students have the opportunity to gain accreditation in their personal development. Personal
development and well-being are outstanding and there is a strong working environment that
supports effective learning. Teaching and learning are outstanding because very high
expectations motivate and challenge students effectively. Students value the high quality of
personal care provided by teachers and are well supported in making their future choices. They
participate fully in the life of the school, for example as reading mentors for younger students.
The sixth form is very well led and managed.

What the school should do to improve further

• Raise standards in English by implementing additional strategies to support the quality of
students' writing, particularly for older students.
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• Improve citizenship provision to ensure that opportunities to explore all aspects are well
developed across the curriculum, and that students' progress in this subject is carefully
monitored.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 1

Grade for sixth form: 1

Students make outstanding progress during their time at school to achieve above average
standards by the end of Year 11. In the first three years at the school, students make very
strong progress from a low base. By the end of Year 9, standards are average in mathematics,
although they remain below average in science and English. In Years 10 and 11, the pace of
progress is accelerated. Standards in GCSE examinations are above average for mathematics
and science, and average for English. Highly effective monitoring of students' progress ensures
that they all achieve very well, including those with learning difficulties and disabilities, looked
after children and those who are learning to speak English.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 1

Grade for sixth form: 1

Students feel that 'It's a really safe and happy place to be'. The school provides a strong moral
framework and appropriate opportunities for spiritual reflection which contribute to the excellent
behaviour around the school. The multi-cultural dimension of the school is very effectively
celebrated through a wide range of events. For example, to celebrate European Language Day,
team activities highlighted the diversity of languages spoken at the school.

Students are proud of the school, enjoy coming, attend well and work hard. The school provides
excellent opportunities for students to develop the skills they need to help them to be successful
once they leave school. Students know how to lead healthy lifestyles, although opportunities
for physical activity in the sixth form are limited. Students are regularly consulted on many
aspects of the school; for example, students form part of the panel for staff interviews. Students
are central to the developments taking place to improve the school council.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 1

Grade for sixth form: 1

Teaching and learning are outstanding. Teaching is characterised by well-paced and varied
activities that capture students' interest. Teachers demonstrate very strong subject knowledge,
enabling students to make strong connections between different topics and ideas. Teachers
use highly effective strategies to elicit information through sharply focused questions. For
example, in one history lesson, students evaluated similarities and differences between the
economic policies of Stalin and his predecessors through a carefully focused discussion. Students
have very good opportunities to explore concepts through group and paired work and are given
excellent guidance on how their work will be assessed. Students respond with enthusiasm and
produce work of high quality; for example in an advanced level chemistry lesson students made
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outstanding progress in their understanding of chemical concepts because of the high level of
challenge. Students have a very good knowledge of the levels they are working at and teachers
provide good guidance about how to improve their work.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 1

Grade for sixth form: 1

The curriculum offered by the school is outstanding. Learners are well served because work is
thoughtfully matched to their diverse needs through a wide variety of vocational and academic
courses.

The school's specialisms are reflected clearly in the curriculum. For example, students can access
a wide range of science, technology and languages courses in Years 10 and 11, and in the sixth
form. The specialist status has also helped the school to develop very good curriculum links
with other education establishments. For example, the school has shared good practice with
partner schools in the use of information technology in art. The school has mapped curriculum
provision against the statutory requirements for citizenship. However delivery of this subject
across the curriculum is inconsistent and the monitoring of students' progress is weaker than
in other subjects. Students value the wide and varied opportunities for enrichment activities
that effectively support learning as well as personal development, such as the science breakfast
club.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 1

Grade for sixth form: 1

The quality of care provided by the school is outstanding. There are robust systems in place
for tracking and monitoring students' progress and for responding to their needs. Vulnerable
students are monitored very carefully and there is excellent liaison both between teaching and
non-teaching staff within the school and with outside agencies to ensure high levels of student
care. Students value the way that teachers and other staff are approachable and helpful. Reports
to parents are clear and valuable in setting straightforward improvement targets in each subject.

High quality, focused support is given in a range of settings to assist students in raising their
expectations and achievements. There are very effective procedures in place to deal with any
incidents of bullying or racial harassment. This school provides a safe and supportive environment
which enables students to reach very challenging targets.

Leadership and management
Grade: 1

Grade for sixth form: 1

Leadership and management are outstanding. The executive head teacher and the associate
head teacher give exceptional leadership and have a very clear, shared sense of direction and
high expectations for the school's future development. Rigorous evaluation by senior leaders
helps them to form an accurate view of the effectiveness of the school's provision and drive
improvement. The leadership andmanagement of middlemanagers are excellent. Comprehensive
departmental reviews contribute well to highly effective school evaluation, although some
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monitoring data is not recorded formally. Staff professional development is valued and used
effectively to improve the quality of leadership and teaching. Governors are strong 'critical
friends' and they set a strategic direction which has standards and achievement and the welfare
of students at its core. Financial planning is securely based upon the plans for further
development of the school and on the outstanding day-to-day management of resources.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

16-19
School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory,

and grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

11
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of
education, integrated care and any extended services in meeting
the needs of learners?

11How well does the school work in partnership with others to
promote learners' well-being?

11The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
11The capacity to make any necessary improvements

YesYesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since
the last inspection

Achievement and standards

11How well do learners achieve?

22The standards1 reached by learners

11
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant
variations between groups of learners

1
How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make
progress

Personal development and well-being

11How good is the overall personal development and
well-being of the learners?

1The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development

1The behaviour of learners
1The attendance of learners
1How well learners enjoy their education
1The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles

2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to
the community

1How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will
contribute to their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

11How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the
full range of the learners' needs?

11How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the
range of needs and interests of learners?

11How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

11How effective are leadership and management in raising
achievement and supporting all learners?

1
How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear
direction leading to improvement and promote high quality of
care and education

1How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and
improved to meet challenging targets

1Howwell equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination
tackled so that all learners achieve as well as they can

1How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are
deployed to achieve value for money

1The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards
discharge their responsibilities

YesYesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current
government requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

16 May 2007

Dear Students

Inspection of Loxford School of Science and Technology,Ilford,IG1 2UT

On behalf of the inspection team, thank you for the warm welcome you gave to us when we
visited your school. It was a pleasure to meet so many of you at break times, in lessons and in
group discussions. It was evident that you contribute a great deal to the life of the school and
you should be very proud of how you help to make this an excellent school. You enjoy school,
attend well and work hard.

We think Loxford is an outstanding school with many strengths. For example

• you make excellent progress at all levels in the school and, as a consequence, by the time
you leave in Year 11, standards are high and you are well equipped for the next stage of your
life

• many of you stay on to study in the sixth form because you value the support of your teachers
and know that you are taught very well

• there are very good relationships within the school and this establishes an excellent
environment where you can concentrate on learning

• lessons are well paced with a good variety of activities to support your learning; your teachers
set work that is well matched to your needs and expect you to achieve well.

• there is a wide range of courses available, including business related courses and lots of
different opportunities to get help if you need it

• school leaders and managers are very effective at all levels and they place your achievement
and well-being at the heart of their work.

To improve further, we have suggested that the school:

• raises standards in English by helping you with extended and formal writing; this is particularly
important at GCSE and GCE A level

• makes sure that you have the opportunity to explore all aspects of citizenship and monitors
your progress in this subject carefully.

May I take this opportunity to wish you all the best in your future studies.

Lauren Ovenden HMILead inspector
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