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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by three Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

Sellincourt is a larger than average primary school serving a socially and economically diverse
community. The proportion of pupils entitled to free school meals is well above average. Over
three-quarters of the pupils come from minority ethnic backgrounds and about half speak
English as an additional language. These proportions are much higher than are found in most
schools. The main languages spoken, other than English, are Tamil, Urdu and Gujerati. The
percentage of pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities is lower than is found in most
schools, although the proportion with statements of special educational need is higher than is
usually found. The school has a unit for hearing-impaired pupils and there are currently 9 pupils
on roll. An increasing number of pupils join the school at times other than the usual times.
Mobility is higher than average. The headteacher has been in post since 2004.

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

This friendly and caring school provides a satisfactory education for its pupils and has several
good features. It is a happy and harmonious place where pupils make good progress in
developing their personal and social skills. Pupils show their enjoyment of school by attending
regularly and behaving well. By the time they leave the school, pupils have become well-rounded
individuals because of their good spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. There is a
strong commitment towards making every child feel valued and fully included in every aspect
of school life. These aspects are praised by parents, one of whom commented, 'Our children
enjoy being taught in a stimulating, safe, inclusive environment'. The environment for pupils
is good. Classrooms are bright and attractive and the well maintained accommodation and
playground provide pupils with good opportunities to learn and play. Children in the Foundation
Stage benefit from a beautiful garden where they grow flowers, fruit and vegetables, for
example.

Standards are below average overall and achievement is satisfactory. Children join the Nursery
with variable but generally typical skills of three-year-olds and make a satisfactory start to
their education. Standards by Year 2 are broadly average and are improving. Standards by Year
6 have declined in the last three years and were well below average in the national test results
in 2006. The school is working hard to tackle this problem and the evidence indicates that it is
succeeding in arresting the decline. Standards have risen, although they remain below average,
and current pupils in Years 3 to 6 are making satisfactory progress relative to their starting
points. The school is aware, however, that more remains to be done to raise standards further,
particularly by making more rigorous use of assessment information to ensure that all groups
of pupils achieve as well as they can.

Teaching and learning are satisfactory overall, with good features. The school is rightly keen
to improve the overall quality to good and better in order to raise standards further. Recent
improvements to teaching have accelerated progress in lessons but have not had time to make
an impact on national test results.

The headteacher has a clear focus on raising standards and ensuring that pupils do as well as
they can. She is well supported by the deputy headteacher, senior leaders and other staff and
governors. A strength of the school is the good quality of teamwork and commitment which
ensures that everyone plays an integral part in moving the school forward. There is a real sense
of determination to do better. In response to disappointing Year 6 results over the last three
years, the school has put into place a series of intervention programmes and initiatives designed
to raise standards. It now needs to draw breath and evaluate the impact of its work on pupils'
achievement.

What the school should do to improve further

• raise standards in English, mathematics and science in Years 3 to 6
• evaluate the impact of recent interventions and initiatives on pupils' achievement
• make more rigorous use of assessment information in order to ensure that all groups of pupils
achieve as well as they can.

A small proportion of schools whose overall effectiveness is judged satisfactory but which have
areas of underperformance will receive a monitoring visit by an Ofsted inspector before their
next section 5 inspection.
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Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

Standards are variable but below average overall. Achievement is satisfactory. Children settle
into school well and make good progress in the Foundation Stage, particularly in their personal,
social and emotional development. They are well prepared for more formal learning when they
enter Year 1.

Standards by Year 2 were broadly average in 2006. This represents an upward trend over the
last few years, with noticeable improvements in writing. Standards by Year 6, however, have
fallen in the last three years and were well below average in 2006. The school is working hard
to raise attainment in Years 3 to 6 and its actions have begun to bear fruit. Inspection evidence
and the school's own data show that standards have begun to rise. However, the initiatives
have not been in place for long enough to have a significant impact on pupils' achievement in
the long term.

Support provided for pupils with learning difficulties, those in the hearing impaired unit and
those for whom English is an additional language enables them to gain the basic skills for
learning and to access the full curriculum. Their achievement is in line with their classmates.
Higher attaining pupils make satisfactory progress. The school is aware of some small pockets
of underachievement in some groups of pupils and has begun to tackle the problem both at
pupil level and by working more closely with their parents.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2

Pupils' personal development and well-being are good. Children learn to cooperate with each
other in the Foundation Stage and develop positive attitudes to their learning which are
subsequently maintained across the school. Pupils show real pride in their school and appreciate
the many good things that are on offer. They speak with particular enthusiasm about the
school's recent centenary celebrations, for example. Bullying, if it occurs, is quickly dealt with
according to the pupils. Pupils recognise assemblies as important community occasions in which
they can celebrate the success of others. They show respect for each other's feelings and
different viewpoints. Break and lunch times, for example, are happy occasions with pupils from
different backgrounds playing happily together. There is a strong awareness of the richness of
the different cultures within the school and local community. Pupils are givenmany opportunities
to take on responsibility. Members of the school council are proud of their achievements.

The school is working hard with parents to ensure that their children attend school regularly.
As a result, attendance has improved and is now just above average. Pupils participate
enthusiastically in sports and show a good understanding of which foods are good for you. The
pupils' satisfactory basic skills, coupled with their well-developed social skills, prepare them
soundly for the next stage of their education. As one Year 6 pupil said, 'I will really miss this
school but I am looking forward to going to my next school'.
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Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

Teaching and learning have improved. Teachers are working hard to raise standards. Although
these improvements have not yet had time to have an impact on national test results, work in
pupils' exercise books shows that standards are beginning to rise. In most lessons, teachers
share their objectives with the pupils so that they are clear about what it is they are expected
to learn. A varied range of teaching styles and resources are used to make learning fun.
Handwriting is taught well throughout the school.

However, expectations of what pupils can achieve are not sufficiently high in some classes and
a slower pace to lessons fails to challenge and stimulate interest. Marking is usually up-to-date
but does not always help pupils to understand what they need to do to improve their work.
Pupils are set targets for their learning in English and mathematics but they do not always
know what they are and how they can help their learning.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 3

The curriculum is satisfactory with some good features. It is appropriately broad and balanced
andmeets the needs of the pupils. Recent improvements to planning in English andmathematics
are beginning to be reflected in rising standards. Senior leaders have made a start in developing
a more thematic curriculum but more remains to be done, particularly in the area of developing
more problem-solving activities across a range of subjects. Hearing impaired pupils are given
good support so that they can access the full curriculum.

The school provides a good range of extra-curricular and enrichment activities. These include
three very popular choirs, a chess club, a gardening club and a number of sports activities. A
particularly good example of curriculum enrichment can be seen in the mosaic to which every
pupil has contributed. Regular visits provide first-hand learning experiences and promote pupils'
social development.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 3

Care, guidance and support are satisfactory with many good features. The school is rightly
proud of its caring ethos. Recent initiatives, such as the employment of a learning mentor and
the introduction of Place2Be provide good support for pupils who need extra help with their
learning or behaviour.

Academic guidance is satisfactory. The school is beginning to develop effective methods for
keeping track of pupils' progress. Teachers recognise that they need to make more rigorous
use of the data they have to ensure that all groups of pupils make the progress of which they
are capable.Many recent interventions and initiatives have been put into place to support pupils
with learning difficulties and disabilities, those with English as an additional language and those
at risk of under-achieving. However, systems for evaluating the work of these initiatives in
order to judge their impact on pupils' achievement are not yet in place.
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Leadership and management
Grade: 3

Leadership and management are satisfactory with some good features. There are clear signs
of improvement and the school is in a sound position to build on these. Standards in writing
have risen, for example. Subject leaders are developing their roles and taking a more active
lead. Attendance and behaviour have improved since the last inspection. Self-evaluation is
mostly accurate and the school has correctly identified priorities for improvement. There has
not yet been sufficient time, however, to see the full impact of all the recent initiatives to raise
standards, particularly in Years 3 to 6 where they are not high enough. Governors are supportive
and are developing their role as critical friends.

The headteacher has won the confidence of most parents. Parents, teachers and pupils value
the calm ethos of the school. There is a strong commitment towards the inclusion of all learners.
The school runs smoothly and there are well-understood daily routines.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 satisfactory, and grade 4

inadequate

Overall effectiveness

3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education, integrated
care and any extended services in meeting the needs of learners?

3Howwell does the school work in partnership with others to promote learners'
well-being?

3The quality and standards in the Foundation Stage
3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
3The capacity to make any necessary improvements

YesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards

3How well do learners achieve?

3The standards1 reached by learners

3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations between
groups of learners

3How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

2How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
2The behaviour of learners
3The attendance of learners
2How well learners enjoy their education
2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

3How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

3How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of the
learners' needs?

3How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of needs
and interests of learners?

3How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly
below average; Grade 3 - Broadly average to below average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

3How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

3How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

2How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets

3How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

3How effectively and efficiently resources, including staff, are deployed to
achieve value for money

3The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

YesDo procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government
requirements?

NoDoes this school require special measures?
NoDoes this school require a notice to improve?
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

6 July 2007

Dear Pupils

Inspection of Sellincourt Primary School,London,SW17 9SA

Thank you for making us so welcome and sharing with us your thoughts about your school. We
particularly enjoyed talking to the school council members and those pupils who brought their
work to show us. You obviously enjoy lessons and activities, and contribute much in making
the school successful. We think that yours is a satisfactory school that is getting better in many
ways. Your behaviour, positive attitudes to work and play and the ways in which you care for
one another are good. The headteacher and all the staff have obviously worked hard to improve
the school. They certainly believe that all of you can achieve well, so it's up to you to prove
them right and help the school move from being satisfactory to good in all parts of its work.

We have asked your teachers to make a few improvements to make the school better. Work
has begun on helping those of you in Years 3 to 6 to improve your work. We have asked them
to carry on doing this. You can play your part in this by always working as hard as you can.
Your teachers have introduced lots of new ideas to help you learn better. We think they need
to spend time now on looking carefully at whether these new ideas have worked. You may have
some good ideas to help your teachers with this. The third thing we have asked them to do is
to improve the way in which they check on your progress to make sure all of you do as well as
you possibly can.

I hope that you continue to enjoy your time at school and wish you well for the future.

Yours sincerely

Dr Lynn BappaLead Inspector
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