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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

St Thomas’ is an average-sized Catholic primary school. The school is popular and
currently oversubscribed. Attainment on entry to the school is below the expected
levels for pupils of the same age. A below-average proportion of pupils is eligible for
free school meals. The proportion of pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities
is below the national average overall. Almost all pupils are of White British heritage.

Key for inspection grades
OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

St Thomas’ is a good, caring school that provides an effective education for its pupils.
The school and the parents agree. Pupils enjoy coming to school, their behaviour is
good and at times exemplary, and these aspects of personal development, along with
their caring attitudes to one another, contribute significantly to their achievements.
Outstanding links with the secondary school and a strong partnership with parents
are key factors in developing pupils’ positive attitudes towards life-long learning.

Provision in the Reception class is good and means children get off to a solid start in
their learning from below-average starting points. By the time they reach Year 1 they
are reaching the expected levels for their age. When they leave school at eleven they
reach above-average standards overall and well above average in English. All groups
of pupils make good progress because teaching overall is good. Assessment is
increasingly used by all teachers to plan work that is well matched to all children’s
needs, though occasionally this could be used more effectively to provide greater
challenge. Whilst teachers generally give good support and guidance to help pupils
know what to do next to improve, this is not always consistent.

Leadership andmanagement of the school are good. As a result of the strong leadership
of the headteacher and deputy headteacher, all leaders, as well as governors, have a
clear understanding of the school’s strengths and weaknesses. As a result the school
has made good progress since the last inspection and has a good capacity to improve
further. The school gives good value for money.

What the school should do to improve further

• Continue to raise standards by using assessment more consistently to check how
well pupils are doing and to plan lessons that challenge all pupils.

• Continue to raise achievement through a more consistent approach to marking so
that pupils always know exactly what they need to do next in their learning to
improve.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

All pupils achieve well during their time at the school. Children’s skills and knowledge
as they enter school are below the levels expected for their age, particularly so in their
language skills. They make good progress in the Reception class so that most are in
line with national expectations by the start of Year 1. Overall, as a result of good
teaching and increasingly effective checks on pupils’ progress, all groups, regardless
of their background or learning difficulties and disabilities, achieve well during their
time in the school. This demonstrates a good improvement in the progress made by
pupils since the last inspection. Pupils are currently on track to meet the school’s
challenging targets.
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Good teaching in Year 1 and particularly Year 2 ensures that pupils achieve well and
reached standards above average by the end of Year 2 in 2005. Standards in writing
by the end of Year 2, and the progress pupils make to reach these, are being maintained
at well-above-expected levels nationally as a result of the school’s focus on writing
in particular. By the time pupils leave the school at eleven they have continued to
make good progress to reach above-average standards in mathematics and science
and well-above-average standards in English.

Personal development and well-being

Grade: 2

Personal development, including spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, is
good. This is reflected in pupils’ enjoyment of the school, their positive attitudes, their
politeness and their good and sometimes exemplary behaviour. Right from the start
in the reception class they quickly learn to share, take turns and help one another
because of the school’s focus on developing these skills. Pupils enjoy taking
responsibility such as being ‘playground buddies’ and are proud to have an impact on
the life of the school by being members of their school council.

Pupils behave safely, for example, by protecting themselves from the heatwave
experienced during the inspection. They have a good understanding of the importance
of a healthy lifestyle, with many involved in a wide range of after-school activities,
including sports. They gain a sound economic understanding through the development
of their basic skills and involvement in fundraising for local and national charities.
Attendance is no better than the national average as it is adversely affected by the
significant minority of families who take term-time holidays.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

The quality of teaching and learning is good. Pupils enjoy lessons and behaviour is
good and sometimes better because they have excellent relationships with adults and
find the work interesting. Where teaching and learning are best, teachers regularly
share with pupils what they need to do next to improve and activities are carefully
planned to motivate and engage them. Pupils say learning in these lessons is ‘really
fun’, such as making learning about fractions practical using coloured Smarties.

Teachers are good at asking questions that encourage pupils to think about their
learning and give reasons for their answers. Whilst they effectively plan activities for
pupils’ differing needs, lessons occasionally lack some of the pace and good progress
that characterise the best practice. This is because some teachers do not always make
enough use of assessment and pupil targets to consistently plan lessons that are
challenging enough. The quality of marking is mostly good, though sometimes it is
not clear to pupils how they can improve their work. Staff are increasingly using
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information and communication technology (ICT) effectively to enhance learning and
motivate pupils further.

Teaching assistants effectively support learning of individuals or groups because they
know the needs of pupils and adapt their approaches accordingly. Parents are actively
encouraged to become involved and support their children’s learning through schemes
such as the Family Learning Project and other workshops. They especially appreciate
these opportunities and have great fun alongside their children making wheeled
vehicles and ‘Story Sacks’ for different classes to use.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

The school provides a good, well-planned curriculum that is enriched exceptionally
well. Pupils benefit from an extremely wide range of out-of-school activities, many of
them sporting and musical. Exciting opportunities to perform in concerts, such as
‘Oliver’, together with a wealth of visitors and visits, including the annual residential
visit, bring the curriculum alive and add to pupils’ enjoyment of the school. Personal,
social and health education very effectively supports pupils’ overall development.

There is a strong emphasis on developing pupils’ basic skills of literacy and numeracy.
Provision for ICT is satisfactory and the school recognises the need to further develop
pupils’ ICT skills. Specialist teaching in music, physical education and modern foreign
languages enhances pupils’ learning well, and in physical education it helps to overcome
some of the limitations caused by the cramped hall. Children in the Reception class
benefit from a lively and well-planned curriculum, though the current development
of the outdoor play area is rightly seen as a potentially rich resource to further children’s
achievement across all areas of learning.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

Care, guidance and support are good. This is a caring school which welcomes all children,
whatever their needs. This is a view held by the overwhelming majority of pupils and
parents, one parent writing that ‘all the staff do a wonderful job caring for our children’.
Child protection and health and safety procedures are well understood and any pupils
who are at risk are quickly identified and supported well. Pupils say that relationships
within the school are good, that they know who to turn to if necessary and are clear
that any incident will be dealt with promptly and effectively. Support for pupils with
learning difficulties and disabilities is well planned and outside agencies and parents
are involved effectively. An outstanding programme of activities for pupils in Year 6
is extremely helpful in making their move to their secondary school a smooth one.

The school has introduced effective procedures to track pupils’ progress more carefully
through each year. Though information gained is used well by some teachers in order
to provide pupils with challenging targets and when planning further work this is not
yet consistent practise across the school. Whilst marking is good overall, some teachers’
marking is less effective than others’. The school is aware of the need to develop more
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opportunities to involve pupils in checking how well they are doing and knowing the
next steps in their learning.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

Leadership and management at all levels are good and have successfully maintained
and built upon the school’s overall effectiveness since the last inspection. All leaders,
staff, pupils and parents share the head’s clear vision of a school that is constantly
striving to improve and where every child is important. The headteacher encourages
a strong ethos of teamwork within the school and as a result there is a clear, shared
understanding of the school’s overall effectiveness. The leaders know what is needed
to take the school forward because they have an accurate picture of the school’s
strengths and weaknesses through good self-evaluation. They have clearly
demonstrated a good capacity to help the school improve further, for example, the
improvement in younger pupils’ standards and achievement since the last inspection.
Through regular checks leaders have maintained and improved the quality of teaching,
though they need to sharpen their focus to ensure greater consistency across the
school.

The governing body is also contributing effectively to this success. Governors are
caring, supportive and active in school. They are fully involved in all major decisions
and fulfil their responsibilities well. The school regularly seeks and takes into account
the views of parents and other stakeholders.
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.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.

6Inspection Report: St Thomas' Catholic Primary School, 4 July 2006 to 5 July 2006



Inspection judgements

16-19
School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3

satisfactory, and grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

NA2
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education,
integrated care and any extended services in meeting the needs of
learners?

NA2How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote
learners' well-being?

NA2The quality and standards in foundation stage
NA2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
NAYesThe capacity to make any necessary improvements

NAYesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards
NA2How well do learners achieve?

NA2The standards1 reached by learners

NA2
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners

NA2How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

NA2
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

NA2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
NA2The behaviour of learners
NA3The attendance of learners
NA2How well learners enjoy their education
NA2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
NA2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
NA2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

NA2
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

NA2
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
the learners' needs?

NA2
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of
needs and interests of learners?

NA2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly below
average; Grade 3 - Broadly average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

NA2
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

NA2
How effectively leaders andmanagers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

NA2
How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets, through quality assurance and self-review

NA2
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

NA2
How effectively and efficiently resources are deployed to achieve value for
money

NA2
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

NAYesThe adequacy and suitability of staff to ensure that learners are protected

The extent to which schools enable learners to be healthy
YesLearners are encouraged and enabled to eat and drink healthily
YesLearners are encouraged and enabled to take regular exercise
YesLearners are discouraged from smoking and substance abuse
YesLearners are educated about sexual health

The extent to which providers ensure that learners stay safe
YesProcedures for safeguarding learners meet current government requirements
YesRisk assessment procedures and related staff training are in place
YesAction is taken to reduce anti-social behaviour, such as bullying and racism
YesLearners are taught about key risks and how to deal with them

The extent to which learners make a positive contribution
YesLearners are helped to develop stable, positive relationships
YesLearners, individually and collectively, participate in making decisions that affect them

Yes
Learners are encouraged to initiate, participate in and manage activities in school and the
wider community
The extent to which schools enable learners to achieve economic well-being

YesThere is provision to promote learners’ basic skills
YesLearners have opportunities to develop enterprise skills and work in teams

NA
Careers education and guidance is provided to all learners in key stage 3 and 4 and the sixth
form

NA
Education for all learners aged 14–19 provides an understanding of employment and the
economy
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Thank you for talking to us and showing us your work when we visited your school. We would
have liked to have had more chance to talk to the Year 6 children but are glad you really enjoyed
the days at your secondary school. We can see how much you are looking forward to starting
in September. We are pleased to hear that you really like school and that the grown-ups are
very kind and look after you well. We think that they are good at helping you to know just
what you have to do to keep safe and healthy. We were happy to hear that there are plenty of
things for you to enjoy at playtimes and extremely exciting things to take part in, such as the
large number of visits and visitors, a wide range of clubs and the many different musical
performances and opportunities you have to perform yourselves. We think you are very polite
to adults and behave well in and around your school!

In order to make your learning even better, we have asked the adults at your school to:

•make sure you are always given lots of opportunities that stretch you to do your very best
•make sure that teachers are consistently helping you to know what you need to do to improve
your work.

Thank you again for helping us with our work.
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