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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school
This is a small school with all classes having more than one age group. All pupils are
of White British heritage, with no pupils having English as an additional language. The
proportion of pupils with learning difficulties is broadly average. Attainment on entry
to the school varies from average to above average in most years. The number of pupils
taking free school meals is well below average. There have been many recent changes
in teaching staff and the headteacher has been in post for less than two years.

Key for inspection grades
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4

Outstanding
Good
Satisfactory
Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3
This is a satisfactory school, with strengths in pupils’ personal development. Leadership
and management are satisfactory overall. The headteacher has a clear vision for the
school and a good understanding of comparative strengths and weaknesses in provision.
The school’s evaluation of its effectiveness matches that of the inspectors. Pupils’
academic standards vary from year to year but are currently broadly average in Year
2 and Year 6. Achievement is satisfactory overall, although not all pupils make enough
progress in writing and science. Provision for pupils in the Foundation Stage is
satisfactory and by the end of the Reception Year, most pupils are working within
nationally expected levels and several are working above them. Teaching is satisfactory
overall. Pupils’ differing needs are met well in many lessons, though there are occasions
when that is not the case and where expectations are not high enough. This is especially
evident in the written work of more able pupils which shows that they could be
progressing more quickly and reaching higher standards. The school has a satisfactory
basic curriculum with a good range of interesting additional activities that contributes
well to the pupils’ good attitudes and behaviour. Pupils receive good pastoral care
and support and procedures for academic guidance are satisfactory. The school is
aware that assessment information is not always used well enough to identify when
pupils have made too little progress. The school has developed satisfactorily since the
last inspection and has the capacity to improve further. The school provides sound
value for money.

What the school should do to improve further
• Improve pupils’ standards and progress in the quality of written work in English and
science, particularly for the more able pupils. • Improve teaching by raising teachers’
expectations and by ensuring that they consistently provide work that meets pupils’
differing needs. • Make greater use of information collected on pupils’ progress to
ensure that all pupils learn as quickly as they should.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 3
Pupils’ achievement is satisfactory overall. Standards vary from year to year according
to the ability of pupils when they start at the school. In the Reception class, pupils
make satisfactory progress and by the end of the year, most pupils are working at or
beyond nationally expected levels. The pupils in the current Reception Year are
confident and have particularly well developed listening skills. In 2005, national test
results at the end of Year 2 were above average in reading and writing, with
mathematics being exceptionally high. The current Year 2 are mostly working within
expected levels for their age, although few are working beyond them, especially in
writing. By the end of Year 6, national test results in 2005 were above average and in
the current Year 6, standards are broadly average. During their time in Years 1 to 6,
not all pupils, particularly the more able, make enough progress in writing and science;
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they achieve more highly in reading and mathematics. That is also the case in the
current Year 6. The achievement of pupils with learning difficulties is similar to that
of other pupils. Suitably challenging targets for pupils at the end of Year 6 were
exceeded in mathematics in 2005, but not met in full for more able pupils in English.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 2
Pupil’s personal development and well-being are good. Pupils enjoy coming to school,
behave well and feel safe. They have a good understanding of school routines and
relate well to members of staff and one another. Rates of attendance are broadly
average. Pupils take responsibility well. In the school council, they develop their skills
in making decisions and contribute well to the life of the school. For example, they
raised money for additional play equipment by running a disco. Pupils understand the
importance of adopting healthy lifestyles and are enthusiastic about initiatives such
as the ‘five a day’ programme to encourage them to eat more fruit and vegetables.
Pupils’ spiritual, moral social and cultural development is good. They consider a range
of social and moral, issues and have the opportunity to listen to each other and to
visiting speakers. Pupils show good respect and concern for each other. They have a
broad understanding of the world through a varied programme of visits at home and
abroad. Pupils’ good social skills, together with their literacy and numeracy skills,
prepare them satisfactorily for the future world of work. The school is working on
improving the pupils’ attitude towards writing and is aware that pupils need to take
more care in the presentation of their work.

Quality of provision
Teaching and learning
Grade: 3
Teaching and learning are satisfactory. Classroom routines are clear and teachers set
high expectations for behaviour. In the best lessons, the pace of learning is good
because a range of methods and resources are matched well to pupils’ differing needs.
Questioning is used regularly to check understanding and develop knowledge. For
example, in a good mathematics lesson, the teacher made frequent checks and built
upon pupils’ answers so that they developed a very good understanding of prime
numbers. Expectations for written work in English and science are not always high
enough to ensure that more able pupils reach the higher levels. The use of assessment
and target setting is developing so that teachers and pupils are able to identify progress
clearly and use this information to plan suitable work. This is not yet robust enough
to ensure that all pupils make good enough progress. Teachers make classrooms vibrant
learning environments where pupils’ work and achievements are celebrated. Lessons
are generally well planned but the mixed age classes provide an additional challenge
to teachers in matching work to the full ability range. Pupils in the Reception Year are
taught alongside older pupils, and whilst they have good opportunities for independent
learning, they do not always learn quickly enough when working with the whole class.
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Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 3
The school provides a satisfactory curriculum despite the needs of the most able pupils
not always being considered well enough. The curriculum for pupils in the Reception
Year usually meets needs well, although occasionally pupils take part in tasks which
are more appropriate for the older pupils in the class. The benefits of productive links
with the local secondary school are seen in the help it provides for language and history
teaching for older pupils. Pupils throughout the school have a good range of additional
opportunities in music, sports and chess, and these contribute well to the pupils’
creativity, health and good attitudes. Pupils enjoy learning about how to care for their
environment. This encourages them to lead active and healthy lives and to develop
an interest in caring for their community. A particularly strong feature is the range of
visitors, visits and residential courses that enhance pupils’ learning by introducing
them to other environments and more diverse cultural experiences.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 3
Care, guidance and support are satisfactory overall. The school provides good care
and support for pupils’ personal development. From the time they start in the Reception
Year, pupils are treated as individuals which helps them to be happy and confident at
school. There are clear routines and systems to safeguard pupils’ welfare and good
links with specialist support from outside the school. Child protection arrangements
meet requirements and pupils say they feel safe and secure and have someone they
can talk to if they have worries or concerns. Supervision around the school is good
and all teaching assistants have recent first aid training. Monitoring and support for
pupils’ learning is satisfactory. Newly introduced systems to monitor and support
pupils’ academic progress are beginning to improve this aspect of care and help
members of staff to plan work that meets pupils’ differing needs more closely.

Leadership and management
Grade: 3
school for less than two years and, due to the inexperience of other members of staff,
has responsibility for leading and managing most subjects. Despite a heavy teaching
commitment, she is focused on raising standards and these improved in 2005. Other
teachers are committed and hard-working and are being prepared well to take on
further responsibilities. Priorities are based on a clear understanding of strengths and
weaknesses in standards, and the school recognises that progress in writing and science
needs improvement. Writing projects have not had time to have a significant impact
on raising standards. Thorough monitoring of teaching provides the headteacher with
an accurate understanding of where teaching is best, and a clear agenda for improving
teaching further. The headteacher has managed a reduction in teaching staff well and
the school is spending prudently after recovering from having a deficit budget. School
self-evaluation is satisfactory. The headteacher has an accurate understanding of
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overall school effectiveness and how it can be improved. The newly appointed leader
for pupils with learning difficulties has raised awareness of the needs of such pupils
and improved procedures for monitoring their progress. In addition, there have been
many recent developments to improve the monitoring of all pupils’ progress through
the school. For example, teachers set writing targets in consultation with the pupils,
although they do not always use assessment information well enough to ensure that
all pupils are provided with suitable challenge. Test results at the end of Year 2 and
Year 6 are analysed carefully but information on pupils’ progress over time has only
recently been formalised so that it can be shared with governors and members of staff.
This information has not yet been analysed in sufficient depth to identify when not
enough progress has been made from one year to the next. Governors are supportive
of the school and carry out their duties satisfactorily. They are developing their role
in holding the school to account for its actions and in ensuring all statutory
requirements are fully in place. Parents and pupils are given good opportunities to
share their views and to contribute to the school’s self-evaluation process. For example,
the school has recently improved information for parents by setting up a website. The
school has made satisfactory progress since the time of the last inspection and has a
sound capacity to improve further.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex A

Inspection judgements
Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3
satisfactory, and grade 4 inadequate

School
Overall

16-19

3

NA

2

NA

3
3
Yes

NA
NA
NA

Yes

NA

3
3

NA
NA

3

NA

3

NA

2

NA

2
2
3
2
2
2
2

NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

3

NA

3

NA

3

NA

3

NA

Overall effectiveness
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education,
integrated care and any extended services in meeting the needs of
learners?
How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote
learners' well-being?
The quality and standards in foundation stage
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
The capacity to make any necessary improvements
Effective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve?
1

The standards reached by learners
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
The behaviour of learners
The attendance of learners
How well learners enjoy their education
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
the learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of
needs and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1

Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly below
average; Grade 3 - Broadly average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.

Annex A
Leadership and management
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?
How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education
How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets, through quality assurance and self-review
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can
How effectively and efficiently resources are deployed to achieve value for
money
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities
The adequacy and suitability of staff to ensure that learners are protected

3

NA

3

NA

3

NA

3

NA

3

NA

3

NA

Yes

NA

The extent to which schools enable learners to be healthy
Learners are encouraged and enabled to eat and drink healthily
Learners are encouraged and enabled to take regular exercise
Learners are discouraged from smoking and substance abuse
Learners are educated about sexual health
The extent to which providers ensure that learners stay safe
Procedures for safeguarding learners meet current government requirements
Risk assessment procedures and related staff training are in place
Action is taken to reduce anti-social behaviour, such as bullying and racism
Learners are taught about key risks and how to deal with them
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution
Learners are helped to develop stable, positive relationships
Learners, individually and collectively, participate in making decisions that affect them
Learners are encouraged to initiate, participate in and manage activities in school and the
wider community
The extent to which schools enable learners to achieve economic well-being
There is provision to promote learners’ basic skills
Learners have opportunities to develop enterprise skills and work in teams
Careers education and guidance is provided to all learners in key stage 3 and 4 and the sixth
form
Education for all learners aged 14–19 provides an understanding of employment and the
economy

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
NA
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
NA
NA
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
Dear Children Thank you for welcoming the inspectors to your school and for showing us your
work. You were very polite and friendly. What we liked most about your school • Members of
staff help you to learn to behave sensibly. • The school provides you with a wide range of
interesting clubs and other activities. • Your teachers are kind and caring and look after you
well. • The headteacher, members of staff and governors are working hard to make the school
even better. • Your parents and carers are pleased that you enjoy coming to this school. What
we have asked your school to do now • Help you to improve your written work in English and
science, particularly those of you who are more able. • Make sure that your teachers expect
you to work hard enough and give you work that is neither too hard nor too easy. • Make
greater use of information collected on your progress to ensure that all of you learn as quickly
as you should. We thoroughly enjoyed listening to you and watching you learn. We wish you
all well for the future. Yours sincerely Alison Cartlidge Lead Inspector Alexandra House 33
Kingsway London WC2B 6SE T 0207 421 6800 F 0207 421 6707 www.ofsted.gov.uk

