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Introduction

The inspection was carried out by an Additional Inspector.

Description of the school

This a small primary school, very much at the heart of the community it serves. It
provides a wide range of extended services to the local area, such as a doctor's surgery
on site. Almost all of the pupils are of white British descent, and even the few who
are not speak English as their home language. No pupils are eligible for free school
meals. A smaller percentage than nationally have learning difficulties or disabilities,
arising mainly from moderate learning or social and behavioural needs.

Key for inspection grades

Grade 1 Outstanding
Grade 2 Good
Grade 3 Satisfactory

Grade 4 Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 1

This is a very effective school, where every child is known and valued as an individual.
It fully lives up to its motto ‘Small enough to care, large enough to inspire’, and pupils
make very good progress as they move through the school. The provision is good
overall and sometimes outstanding in Reception. Pupils build on this good start and,
by the age of eleven, they achieve high standards in English, mathematics and science.
Outstanding leadership and management have ensured that the school has not been
complacent since its previous positive inspection report, but has continued to improve.
The recommendations for improvement from the last report have been successfully
implemented. The school is very well placed to improve further, because of the high
quality of the work of the governing body, the commitment of the staff and the
growing effectiveness of the school's use of data for self analysis. Not all staff have
yet been fully trained for leadership roles and not all subjects are making full use of
assessment data to help pupils to improve, but these matters are in hand. The pupils
make outstanding progress in their personal development, as well as good progress
in their learning, because of the good, and sometimes outstanding teaching. Everyone
in the school feels exceptionally well cared for and valued. All, from the Chair of the
governing body to the youngest pupil, know that they matter and that their opinions
are heard and respected. The school judges itself to be good overall and the inspection
has found that it is outstanding. Pupil numbers have risen rapidly as its reputation has
grown in the surrounding area. Pupils and their parents and carers think the school is
very good indeed. It gives good value for money.

What the school should do to improve further

- Continue to develop tracking systems to monitor pupils' progress across the
curriculum; - Develop the monitoring role of subject leaders so that they are able to
evaluate the effectiveness of their subject areas and raise standards.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Pupils make good progress and attain above, and sometimes well above average
standards by the age of eleven. Over time, they have attained high levels in English
and mathematics. Standards in science have been lower but the 2005 results improved
considerably and are likely to be well above average when national comparisons are
available. Many pupils exceed their targets, based on their prior attainment, and
standards are rising faster than they are nationally. Pupils make good progress in
Reception from average levels of attainment on entry to the school. Overall attainment
is above average by the end of Year 2. As they move through the school, the good
start they make in the reception class and Years 1 and 2 stands them in good stead
since they work co-operatively, listen and concentrate well. They enjoy their lessons
and work very hard to meet the challenging targets that teachers set for them. Girls
attain higher standards than boys, as is the case nationally, but boys and girls alike



Inspection Report: Great Sampford Primary School, 19 September 2005 to 20 September 2005 3

make good progress. Pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities and those who
are gifted or talented make good progress because teachers are very aware of their
individual strengths and weaknesses and plan to meet their needs. The school believes
that pupils make good progress and the inspection findings agree with this.

Personal development and well-being
Grade: 1

The school believes that pupils’' personal development and well-being are good. The
finding of the inspection is that they are outstanding compared with other schools.
The pupils' behaviour is rarely less than satisfactory and often exemplary. Almost all
have very positive attitudes and really enjoy coming to school. Older pupils take care
of younger ones and there is a real sense of family. Parents recognise this and praise
the happy and caring environment our children thrive here. A very few of the boys
find it difficult to sustain concentration, but the school is aware of this and is putting
support in place to help them. Pupils develop confidence and independence, because
of the inclusiveness of the school and the ways it plans to meet their individual needs.
Attendance is satisfactory and improving as the school takes a firm line against family
holidays taken in term time, which are one of the main reasons for absence. Almost
all children are punctual to school and to lessons. The spiritual, moral, social, cultural
and physical development of pupils is good overall. Moral and social issues are taught
very well, and adequate emphasis is placed on cultural diversity. There is excellent
spiritual development. They learn very well how to keep themselves safe and adopt a
healthy lifestyle. Every child is a valued member of the school community.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning
Grade: 2

The inspection findings agree with the school that teaching is good and sometimes
outstanding. Teachers plan their lessons very well to interest and enthuse their pupils.
For example, having read a poem by Michael Rosen Year 1 and 2 pupils were excited
to be asked to write a similar poem and worked at a furious pace to produce lively
work of their own on a similar theme. As in all classes, the tasks were carefully devised
to provide a range of levels of work, so that the higher attaining pupils were set more
challenging tasks than those who need more help and support. As a result, pupils
enjoyed their work and made rapid progress. Teachers have excellent relationships
with their pupils and all the children spoken to agreed: We like our teachers and our
lessons are fun! Their learning skills are developed quickly. They can work
co-operatively, research, answer questions and think for themselves. This helps them
to learn quickly and independently.
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Curriculum and other activities
Grade: 1

The school's own evaluation of the curriculum is that it is good. The inspection has
judged the curriculum to be outstanding. There is very clear emphasis on the teaching
of literacy and numeracy, very good provision for ICT, and good coverage of other
subjects such as art and history. Work that the pupils do in literacy and numeracy
supports work in other subjects. A commitment to the individual is at the heart of the
school's work. Pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities and those with special
gifts and talents are provided for well and so make good progress. A particular strength
is the way in which pupils can work with a higher or lower year group if this is
appropriate for their stage of development. There is an excellent range of clubs and
the many trips make learning real and enjoyable to pupils. Personal, social, health and
citizenship education helps to ensure the pupils' health and well-being and prepares
them very well to become economically aware and make effective contributions to the
community.

Care, guidance and support
Grade: 1

The care of pupils is outstanding. The school has excellent systems in English and
mathematics to help pupils understand how well they are doing and how to improve.
Good use is made of assessment information to enable the school to track pupils'
progress. They are planning to extend these systems to other subject areas. Parents
and carers are very pleased with the care and guidance that their children receive and
the ways that the school keeps them well informed, so that they can in turn support
their children's learning at home. They particularly value the fact that the school is
small enough for every child to be known and cared for by everyone. One wrote: 'This
is a very special little school.' They are pleased with the open-door policy and the
friendly welcome they receive from the school office staff. The school has outstanding
procedures for ensuring the health, safety and well-being of all its pupils. Child
protection and health and safety procedures are in place and up-to-date. All staff
have had appropriate training. Procedures for dealing with minor accidents and illness
are very good. As a result, pupils feel safe and know that they have an adult to turn
to if they need help. The level of care that pupils show towards each other is exceptional
across the school, for example older pupils caring for the younger ones in mixed age
classes. The pupils, through their active School Council, asked for a friendship bench
for the playground so that any child feeling lonely could quickly make a friend. They
helped to raise money to purchase the bench, showing enterprise and responsibility.

Leadership and management
Grade: 1

The school’s evaluation of leadership and management is that they are good. The
inspection has found that they are outstanding. The school has improved considerably
since the time of the last report. ICT was a weakness at that time. The teachers'



Inspection Report: Great Sampford Primary School, 19 September 2005 to 20 September 2005 5

understanding and skills have improved significantly as a result of well-directed training
and the school is now very well resourced. ICT is now a strength of the school. There
has been a history of relatively low performance in science. This was recognised by
the leadership team and a number of very effective measures put in place. It is now
one of the most successful subjects in the school. Parents value the leadership of the
headteacher and they and the pupils recognise that their opinions are taken account
of in the running of the school. The governance of the school is excellent. The governors
have an excellent knowledge of its work and play a significant part in its development.
They are very well organised and effective. The governors, leadership team and all
members of the school's staff are a cohesive team and their combined efforts have
created a happy, caring, hard-working ethos in which pupils and adults flourish. Some
staff have been trained in their role of subject leaders. They are now evaluating teaching
and learning in their subjects, principally literacy and numeracy very well. The school
recognises that this is an on-going programme of staff development.
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection’, which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.




Annex A

Inspection judgements

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3 School
satisfactory, and grade 4 inadequate Overall 16-19
Overall effectiveness
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education,
integrated care and any extended services in meeting the needs of 1 NA
learners?
How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote 1 NA
learners' well-being?
The quality and standards in foundation stage NA NA
The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation 1 NA
The capacity to make any necessary improvements Yes NA
!Effectiv_e steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last Yes NA
inspection
Achievement and standards
How well do learners achieve? 2 NA
The standards' reached by learners 2 NA
How well learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations 5 NA
between groups of learners
How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress 2 NA
Personal development and well-being
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the ] NA
learners?
The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 2 NA
The behaviour of learners 1 NA
The attendance of learners 3 NA
How well learners enjoy their education 1 NA
The extent to which learners adopt safe practices 1 NA
The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles 2 NA
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community 1 NA
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to 1 NA
their future economic well-being
The quality of provision
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
. 2 NA
the learners' needs?
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of
. 1 NA
needs and interests of learners?
How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 1 NA

' Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly below
average; Grade 3 - Broadly average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.



Leadership and management

Annex A

How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement 1 NA
and supporting all learners?

How effectively leaders and managers at all levels set clear direction leading 3 NA
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet 5 NA
challenging targets, through quality assurance and self-review

How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so 1 NA
that all learners achieve as well as they can

How effectively and efficiently resources are deployed to achieve value for ] NA
money

The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their 1 NA
responsibilities

The adequacy and suitability of staff to ensure that learners are protected Yes NA
The extent to which schools enable learners to be healthy

Learners are encouraged and enabled to eat and drink healthily Yes
Learners are encouraged and enabled to take regular exercise Yes
Learners are discouraged from smoking and substance abuse Yes
Learners are educated about sexual health Yes
The extent to which providers ensure that learners stay safe

Procedures for safequarding learners meet current government requirements Yes
Risk assessment procedures and related staff training are in place Yes
Action is taken to reduce anti-social behaviour, such as bullying and racism Yes
Learners are taught about key risks and how to deal with them Yes
The extent to which learners make a positive contribution

Learners are helped to develop stable, positive relationships Yes
Learners, individually and collectively, participate in making decisions that affect them Yes
Learners are encouraged to initiate, participate in and manage activities in school and the Yes
wider community

The extent to which schools enable learners to achieve economic well-being

There is provision to promote learners’ basic skills Yes
Learners have opportunities to develop enterprise skills and work in teams Yes
Careers education and guidance is provided to all learners in key stage 3 and 4 and the sixth NA
form

Education for all learners aged 14-19 provides an understanding of employment and the NA

economy
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Thank you very much for helping me when | visited your school. It was delightful to meet you
and | was very impressed indeed by your excellent behaviour and your friendliness. You all told
me how much you like your school and | am not surprised. It is an excellent school. All the
adults in school care for you very well and a special feature of your school is the way that you
care for each other too. Your teachers work hard to give you interesting and enjoyable lessons
and a number of you told me how much you enjoy learning. You make good progress at school
and by the time you reach Year 6 you have learned a lot, reaching standards that are better
than lots of other schools. You are growing up into responsible and confident young people.
Your school is led very well indeed by your headteacher and other teachers are giving him
enormous help to make the school even better. | have asked the school to continue to train
teachers to be excellent leaders so that everything you learn is interesting and taught as well
as possible. You told me how useful the marking of literacy and numeracy is and how helpful
you find the targets that you are set. | have asked the school to begin to do this in other subjects
as well. Your parents think that this is a really good school and they are right. As well as good
lessons, you have lots of good clubs, activities and trips that help you to learn other things
that make your education even more exciting. Enjoy your time at school and continue to work
hard.



