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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

This is an average-sized primary school. Pupils come from a wide range of backgrounds;
the proportion of pupils claiming free school meals is above average. When they enter
the Reception class, children’s development is below that usually seen. The proportion
of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities is above average. Most pupils
come from White British backgrounds, although a few are of Asian heritage. Several
Traveller children attend the school.

Key for inspection grades
OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

Cleves Cross Primary judges itself as a good school; the inspectors agree and have
identified some outstanding features. It provides good value for money. Through their
returned questionnaires, parents commend the school highly, especially the good
communications and the care shown towards their children. Parents’ and pupils’ views
are valued and acted upon and excellent links with outside agencies and businesses
bring many benefits to the quality of the school environment and pupils’ learning.

Children receive a very good start to their education in the Reception class and make
good progress in Years 1 and 2. By the time pupils leave Year 6, standards are generally
above average and the pupils achieve well.

The school has particular strengths in the ways it cares for and supports its pupils, and
in the outstanding enrichment of the curriculum. Both factors support pupils’ good
progress and their outstanding personal development. The headteacher provides
outstanding leadership which promotes strong teamwork among all staff. Teaching is
good with outstanding features. Very careful assessments of pupils’ learning enable
teachers to set work at the right level of challenge or support so pupils make good
progress and gain confidence. Newly improved strategies for marking and guiding
pupils’ work in English are very effective and have boosted progress in the subject.
This good practice is not, as yet, seen in mathematics.

Since the last inspection, the strengths identified have been maintained and very good
improvements made, especially in the accommodation, provision and attainment for
information and communication technology (ICT) and for the Reception class. With
such a strong track record, there is good capacity to maintain the strengths in school
and to improve even further.

What the school should do to improve further

The school should use the very good strategies for marking and guidance recently
developed in English to enhance provision in mathematics.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Standards are above average overall by Year 6. Pupils’ achievement is good and
significantly better than that of pupils in many schools. This is because the school’s
range of special teaching programmes ensures that a good number of pupils make
great strides in their learning. Pupils with learning difficulties progress well along their
individual programmes of study and the Traveller children do well.

Children’s development varies widely when they enter the Reception class. Overall, it
is below average, especially in terms of their personal development, language and
communication skills and mathematical understanding. Children make good progress
and, by the end of the year, most have reached the expected learning goals, although
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a significant minority have not done so in language and literacy and mathematical
understanding.

By the end of Year 2, the school’s results are average and pupils make good progress
in the basic skills of reading, writing and mathematics. In the 2005 tests for Year 6
pupils in mathematics and science, standards were above average and targets were
met or exceeded. In English, standards were broadly average and lower than in the
other two subjects because some pupils missed the higher Level 5 in writing by a very
small margin. The school took swift action to improve teaching and guidance for pupils
in the subject. As a result, progress in writing is good and some work is of a particularly
high quality. The school carefully tracks the attainment of all groups of pupils,
particularly those who are not progressing as expected or those potentially at risk of
underachieving. The extra support they receive as a result means that all pupils do
equally well in lessons.

Personal development and well-being

Grade: 1

Pupils’ personal development is outstanding. Pupils’ great enjoyment of school is
clearly reflected in their good attendance, positive attitudes and excellent behaviour.
Rules are known and understood and procedures to tackle the rare instances of bullying
are robust. Pupils feel safe and secure and have an excellent understanding of how to
follow a healthy lifestyle. Outstanding spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
stems from the school’s ‘caring and sharing’ ethos. The quality of relationships between
teachers and learners and among learners is excellent and this helps pupils to develop
confidence and self-esteem. Pupils collaborate very well in lessons and on the
playground and have good respect for faiths and beliefs that are different from their
own. The school has excellent links with the wider community that help to promote a
sense of citizenship among pupils. For example, they contributed to an environmental
‘clean-up’ campaign. The school council’s views are valued and have generated some
good improvements in school, such as healthier meals, fruity snacks and enhanced
playground equipment. In the excellent preparation for their future economic
well-being, pupils develop secure skills in literacy, numeracy and ICT and learn about
the world of work through industry links.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

Teaching and learning are good and there are some outstanding features, especially
in English where marking is exceptionally good and provides very useful advice for
pupils on how to improve. In mathematics, marking is good but not up to this high
standard. Excellent relationships exist in class which encourage pupils to keep up with
the fast pace of learning and enjoy their work.
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Throughout school and across subjects, teachers constantly assess pupils’ work and
use that information to plan the next lessons. Where pupils’ progress is not meeting
the teacher’s expectations, special catch-up programmes are introduced. This is an
important factor underpinning the pupils’ good progress. Pupils benefit from teachers’
and outside specialists’ skills, which enhance learning in art, French and physical
education. Teachers use a variety of styles and methods to challenge pupils’ thinking
so that they develop confidence in solving problems and investigating for themselves.
Pupils respond very positively to teachers’ insistence on high standards of behaviour,
accuracy and presentation. Well informed teaching assistants provide good, sensitive
support for pupils who need extra help, enabling them to do well.

Teaching and learning in the Reception class are good. The teacher and very
knowledgeable assistants provide a very stimulating environment which encourages
children to explore. The class is a hive of activity where children practise and consolidate
the new skills they are taught in class and group sessions. Consequently, they get off
to a flying start.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

The good curriculum links subjects together well. Very good planning ensures that
reading and writing skills are constantly consolidated and the school is in the process
of extending this good practice to further enhance learning in ICT and mathematics.
Pupils with learning difficulties have work tailored to their needs and those who learn
more quickly have good challenge in lessons. An emphasis on practical work in Year
1 eases the transition from the Foundation Stage and successfully supports those not
yet ready to record work. Opportunities for enrichment are outstanding. The range of
exciting visits and specialist visitors extend life experiences and make learning fun.
The wide range of interesting extra-curricular activities, including sport and music,
are enjoyed by a large number of pupils.

The curriculum and learning environment in the Reception class are very stimulating
and invite children to explore. The outdoors provision is much improved, including
imaginative equipment to extend and develop young children’s skills in all areas of
learning.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

Care, guidance and support are good overall with some outstanding features. The
school takes excellent care of its pupils; their welfare is at the heart of its work and
this fact is appreciated by parents. Pupils are confident that they can turn to an adult
if they are worried or upset. Child protection and health and safety procedures are
well established. Pupils’ individual needs are fully recognised and met. The breakfast
club has been a useful addition to school life, providing a good start to the day. Special
sessions help pupils to cope with emotional difficulties and excellent care is taken to
ensure that pupils with mobility difficulties are fully involved in all that the school has
to offer.
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Very good guidance, in the form of targets, has been developed for pupils in English
but there is no similar system for mathematics. The school recognises that this is the
next step in its overhaul of systems for guidance and self-evaluation.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

Leadership and management are good overall with some outstanding features. The
excellent caring ethos is shared by adults who work enthusiastically as a strong team.
The headteacher, very well supported by the deputy headteacher, provides outstanding
leadership which is based firmly on the drive for high standards. There is no
complacency in school; staff are focused on raising the good achievement even further.
The school knows its strengths and identifies where there is a need for improvement
through an annual cycle of checking and evaluating provision. This is done most
thoroughly in English andmathematics with similar systems currently being developed
in science and ICT. As developments are introduced, they are reviewed and amended
to ensure effectiveness and sustainability. The success of the approach is seen in the
recent, very good improvements in marking and guidance for pupils’ writing which
has helped to improve progress.

Managers make excellent use of strong relationships with local businesses and the
support of staff and parents to generate additional funds. As a result, pupils have the
benefit of high quality resources, especially in the ICT suite and outside leisure
equipment. The learning environment is very stimulating, administration is very
effective, school meals are of a high quality and standards of maintenance and
cleanliness are very good. These factors reflect a shared sense of pride among all adults
at the school and their commitment to providing the best for the pupils.

Governors understand the strengths of the school thoroughly and take a good, active
role in the process of monitoring the school’s work and planning for improvement.
Governance is good and all statutory requirements are met.
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.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

16-19
School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3

satisfactory, and grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

NA2
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education,
integrated care and any extended services in meeting the needs of
learners?

NA1How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote
learners' well-being?

NA2The quality and standards in foundation stage
NA2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
NAYesThe capacity to make any necessary improvements

NAYesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards
NA2How well do learners achieve?

NA2The standards1 reached by learners

NA2
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners

NA2How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

NA1
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

NA1The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
NA1The behaviour of learners
NA2The attendance of learners
NA1How well learners enjoy their education
NA1The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
NA1The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
NA1The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

NA1
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

NA2
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
the learners' needs?

NA2
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of
needs and interests of learners?

NA2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly below
average; Grade 3 - Broadly average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

NA2
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

NA1
How effectively leaders andmanagers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

NA2
How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets, through quality assurance and self-review

NA1
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

NA2
How effectively and efficiently resources are deployed to achieve value for
money

NA2
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

NAYesThe adequacy and suitability of staff to ensure that learners are protected

The extent to which schools enable learners to be healthy
YesLearners are encouraged and enabled to eat and drink healthily
YesLearners are encouraged and enabled to take regular exercise
YesLearners are discouraged from smoking and substance abuse
YesLearners are educated about sexual health

The extent to which providers ensure that learners stay safe
YesProcedures for safeguarding learners meet current government requirements
YesRisk assessment procedures and related staff training are in place
YesAction is taken to reduce anti-social behaviour, such as bullying and racism
YesLearners are taught about key risks and how to deal with them

The extent to which learners make a positive contribution
YesLearners are helped to develop stable, positive relationships
YesLearners, individually and collectively, participate in making decisions that affect them

Yes
Learners are encouraged to initiate, participate in and manage activities in school and the
wider community
The extent to which schools enable learners to achieve economic well-being

YesThere is provision to promote learners’ basic skills
YesLearners have opportunities to develop enterprise skills and work in teams

NA
Careers education and guidance is provided to all learners in key stage 3 and 4 and the sixth
form

NA
Education for all learners aged 14–19 provides an understanding of employment and the
economy
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Alexandra House

33 Kingsway

London

WC2B 6SE

T 0207 421 6800

F 0207 421 6707

Ofsted helpline

08456 404045

To the pupils of:

Cleves Cross Primary School

Ferryhill

County Durham

DL17 8QY

20 June 2006

Dear Pupils

Thank you for the very warmwelcome you gave to myself andMrs Richardson when we recently
visited your school. You made our visit enjoyable and gave us some very good help. In return,
I would like to share our findings with you.

Cleves Cross is a very friendly school. Your attitudes and behaviour are excellent and you take
good care of each other. You enjoy interesting lessons, work hard and are making good progress.
Well done, you are a credit to your school and families.

The headteacher and staff work very hard to make sure you are safe and happy. It is good to
see the excellent relationships between you and the adults who teach you and we know that
you have a lot of fun in your lessons. We enjoyed watching you at play and how you make good
use of the adventure trails, games and equipment. Your parents are also very pleased with all
that the school provides.

We were impressed with the way your work is marked in English, how you follow your teachers’
suggestions on how to improve and the way you check your own work in that subject. It would
be good to see the same system for mathematics so that you can be more involved in your own
learning in this subject too. This should help to ensure that you keep up the good standards
you are currently achieving.

Thank you once again for the interesting conversations we had and for letting us know your
views so clearly. There is a great deal about your school of which you and the staff should be
proud. Please accept my best wishes for the future.

Yours sincerely

Mrs L Read

(Lead inspector)
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