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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two additional inspectors.

Description of the school

This is a smaller than average school serving a socially disadvantaged area. The vast
majority of children are of white British background with only a small number from
minority ethnic groups. There are five children at an early stage of learning English.
The number of children entitled to free school meals is well above average and almost
a third have learning difficulties and/or disabilities. When they enter the school, many
children have very low level skills.

Key for inspection grades
OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 3

The inspectors agree that the school provides a satisfactory quality of education with
some good features. A high emphasis is given to ensuring that the needs of all children
are met and their personal and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development are
good. They are cared for well and, as a result, feel secure and happy. The curriculum
has improved since the last inspection and is now effectively enhanced by a wide range
of after school activities, visits and visitors. As a result, most children enjoy coming
to school and have positive attitudes to learning. Behaviour is good. Parents have
positive views of the school.

Leadership and management are satisfactory overall. The headteacher provides strong
leadership and her clear educational vision is developing an effective team approach
with a strong commitment to raising standards throughout the school. The school has
a clear understanding of its performance and those areas that need further
development. Children enter the Foundation Stage with very low level skills and make
a good start to their learning because provision is good. Whilst the quality of teaching
is satisfactory overall, there is some inconsistency in quality across the year groups
and throughout the school more able children are not always challenged enough.
Recently implemented strategies to raise the quality of teaching and learning are
having a positive impact upon children's progress, particularly in Years 3 to 6. However,
whilst progress is satisfactory and there has been some improvement in standards in
the last three years, standards are still low. The issues from the last inspection have
been addressed with reasonable success and the school is well placed to improve
further. The school provides satisfactory value for money.

What the school should do to improve further

• Improve the progress made by children in order to raise standards in English,
mathematics and science by:

improving the overall quality and consistency of teaching throughout the school

• Increase the number of children achieving above average standards at Year 2 and
Year 6 by:

raising the expectations and challenge presented to children.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 3

Achievement is satisfactory. Most children enter the nursery with very low level skills,
particularly in language and literacy. They make a good start to their learning in the
nursery and Reception in all areas of learning, but standards are still well below those
expected by the time they start Year 1.

The children's low level skills slow their progress. Although children make reasonable
progress in these years, standards are well below those expected by the end of Year
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2. In Years 3 to 6 most children make satisfactory progress, but standards are well
below average. The school is aware that writing is the weakest area, with children's
limited vocabulary and weaknesses in grammar, spelling and punctuation affecting
standards in all subjects. In addition, few children achieve above average standards at
both Year 2 and Year 6 in English, mathematics and science. There has been an
improvement in the last two years as a result of the determined efforts being made
to improve the quality of teaching and learning. Target setting procedures are now
more robust and children's progress is closely monitored in order to identify those not
making the progress expected. In 2005 children reached the reasonably challenging
targets set in English and mathematics.

Children with learning difficulties and/or disabilities and the few learning English as
an additional languagemake satisfactory progress because they are given good support.

Personal development and well-being

Grade: 2

Personal development and well-being is good, as is spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development. Children learn about others beliefs and discuss their feelings and the
impact of their behaviour on others. Almost all children are well mannered, behave
well and have good attitudes to learning. Bullying and racism rarely occur and children
are happy with the way they are dealt with. Increasing knowledge of other cultures is
reflected in discussion with children about their work in history and the links with
children in Africa. A rich programme of sports and two residential visits, contribute
well to children's enjoyment and development of their social skills. Children know what
is meant by a healthy lifestyle. They make a positive contribution to the community
through fund raising and participation in musical events. Elected school councillors
have been effective in bringing about change. They enthusiastically discussed their
decision that the school needed new bins to prevent litter and to improve the
environment. Despite the determined efforts of the school to encourage good
attendance, this is below average. This has an adverse impact on the education of the
small number of children who regularly fail to attend and those whose parents take
them on holiday during term time.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 3

Teaching and learning are satisfactory overall. Effective teaching in the Foundation
Stage ensures that children make good progress from a very low starting point.
However, teaching in Years 1 to 6 is variable. There is some good teaching, but not
enough to overcome the considerable barriers to learning and enable children to
achieve as well as they should. In some lessons, particularly in Years 1 and 2, children's
progress slows because teaching is not stimulating and teachers fail to ensure that
children are fully engaged in the lesson. Action to improve the quality of teaching has
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resulted in lesson planning now ensuring that learning builds systematically on what
children have already learned. Teachers explain the objectives of the lesson to children
at the outset and in the more successful lessons return to them to assess children's
understanding. Most children have positive attitudes and their behaviour is good,
although occasionally some become restless when introductions to lessons are too
laboured. Teaching assistants work well in partnership with teachers and support
children with learning difficulties and/or disabilities well.

Assessment procedures are well organised. Children are set individual targets in English
and mathematics and their progress is carefully monitored. Children's work is marked
carefully with good use of developmental comments to enable them to understand
how they can improve.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 3

The curriculum is satisfactory with some strong features. It meets the needs of most
groups of children, including those with learning difficulties and/or disabilities,
satisfactorily, but the more able are not always challenged enough. The recommended
areas of learning for the Foundation Stage are fully covered. Curriculum planning is
carefully monitored to ensure children's learning is built upon. There is a satisfactory
emphasis on the development of literacy and numeracy skills. Provision for information
and communication technology has improved and children effectively apply newly
learned skills in exciting projects such as the production of a school newspaper.
Personal, social and health education, including circle time, enables children to express
opinions and feelings while discussing important issues. The rich range of after school
clubs and activities, which include gymnastics, a brass band, dancing, and hockey, help
to develop healthy lifestyles. Effective use is made of visitors and visits, including two
residential experiences. These enhance the curriculum, broaden children's knowledge
and provide enjoyment and achievement in learning.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

Care, guidance and support is good. Staff work hard to create a supportive environment
in which children develop their self-esteem and grow in confidence. Child protection
and health and safety procedures are well organised and risk assessments are in place.
There are regular checks on the school buildings and grounds and equipment is well
maintained. Children say they feel safe and know who to ask for help if they feel upset
or in trouble. Supervision during playtimes and lunchtimes is good. Misuse of drugs,
the preparation for puberty and how to deal with dangers are sensitively introduced
to enable children to be well prepared for life.

Children's academic progress is regularly monitored. They are aware of their learning
targets and marking of their work indicates how they can improve. There are good
arrangements to ensure that children settle into school with ease and the strong links
with the secondary school prepare them well for the next stage of their education.
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Leadership and management
Grade: 3

Leadership and management are satisfactory overall with some good features. The
relatively newly appointed headteacher is providing strong leadership and effectively
communicates her clear educational vision to all staff. She is well supported by the
deputy headteacher and senior staff. They are successfully developing within the staff,
a commitment to raising the achievement of children.

The school runs smoothly because management systems are well organised. The recent
introduction of a team approach to managing subjects has improved the monitoring
and evaluation process by developing coordinators' management skills. They now
monitor their subjects more effectively with the result that the areas requiring
improvement are clearly identified. All staff are involved in school development planning
and accept the need for their performance management objectives to be linked to
priorities in the development plan. As a result the whole school is now working together
more effectively to make changes. Close attention is given to ensuring equality of
opportunity. The careful analysis of performance data is enabling the school to monitor
the progress being made by children in order to plan intervention for any who are
underachieving.

Governors fulfil their responsibilities satisfactorily and ensure that the school meets
legal requirements. A number of them have direct responsibility for an aspect of the
school's work, but their role in monitoring and evaluating the work of the school is
not well developed. They fulfil their supportive role adequately, but their capacity to
challenge is less well developed.

Improvement since the last inspection, while satisfactory overall, has beenmore evident
since the appointment of the new headteacher. The school's capacity for further
improvement is good.
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.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

16-19
School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3

satisfactory, and grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

NA3
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education,
integrated care and any extended services in meeting the needs of
learners?

NA2How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote
learners' well-being?

NA3The quality and standards in foundation stage
NA3The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
NAYesThe capacity to make any necessary improvements

NAYesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards
NA3How well do learners achieve?

NA4The standards1 reached by learners

NA3
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners

NA3How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

NA2
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

NA2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
NA2The behaviour of learners
NA4The attendance of learners
NA3How well learners enjoy their education
NA2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
NA2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
NA2The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

NA3
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

NA3
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
the learners' needs?

NA3
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of
needs and interests of learners?

NA2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly below
average; Grade 3 - Broadly average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

NA3
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

NA2
How effectively leaders andmanagers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

NA3
How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets, through quality assurance and self-review

NA2
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

NA3
How effectively and efficiently resources are deployed to achieve value for
money

NA3
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

NAYesThe adequacy and suitability of staff to ensure that learners are protected

The extent to which schools enable learners to be healthy
YesLearners are encouraged and enabled to eat and drink healthily
YesLearners are encouraged and enabled to take regular exercise
YesLearners are discouraged from smoking and substance abuse
YesLearners are educated about sexual health

The extent to which providers ensure that learners stay safe
YesProcedures for safeguarding learners meet current government requirements
YesRisk assessment procedures and related staff training are in place
YesAction is taken to reduce anti-social behaviour, such as bullying and racism
YesLearners are taught about key risks and how to deal with them

The extent to which learners make a positive contribution
YesLearners are helped to develop stable, positive relationships
YesLearners, individually and collectively, participate in making decisions that affect them

Yes
Learners are encouraged to initiate, participate in and manage activities in school and the
wider community
The extent to which schools enable learners to achieve economic well-being

YesThere is provision to promote learners’ basic skills
YesLearners have opportunities to develop enterprise skills and work in teams

NA
Careers education and guidance is provided to all learners in key stage 3 and 4 and the sixth
form

NA
Education for all learners aged 14–19 provides an understanding of employment and the
economy
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

As you know, two inspectors recently visited your school to find out how well your teachers
are helping you with your learning. Thank you for being so friendly and talking to the inspectors.
It was really interesting to listen to what you had to say. The things that we particularly liked
were:

- the way your teachers and other adults care for you very well and make sure that you feel
safe and happy

- your good behaviour and the way that you play nicely with each other

- the way that you work and try hard to do what your teachers ask, which helps you learn

- the wide range of school trips that are organised for you and the interesting additional
activities like the gymnastics and the brass band

- the way the headteacher and other members of the staff are working hard to make school
even better for you.

We have asked your headteacher and teachers to improve some things to make your school
even better. They are:

- work hard to help you improve the standards you achieve by making sure that lessons are
stimulating and interesting

- ensure that the work presented to you is suitably challenging.

We are confident that your headteacher and teachers can do these very important things. You
can help them by continuing to work hard and doing your best.
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