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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by two Additional Inspectors.

Description of the school

Christ Church C of E School is an average size primary. The percentage of pupils from
minority ethnic groups is high. The majority of these pupils are of African or
African-Caribbean heritage. Almost half the pupils come from homes where the first
language is not English and many younger pupils are new to English when they start
school. More than a quarter of pupils have a learning difficulty or disability. The school
draws its pupils from an area of high socio-economic disadvantage and the number
eligible for free school meals is well above average. Many children come from a Christian
background, but other faiths are also represented.

Key for inspection grades
OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade: 2

This is a good school where pupils enjoy learning and make good progress. Inspectors
agree with the school's evaluation of its own performance. Pupils learn and achieve
well because of their positive attitudes to learning and the good teaching. However,
teachers do not make the most of opportunities for pupils to practise their spoken
language skills.

Pupils behave well. Relationships are good, creating a happy, orderly community. This
is because the school places pupils' personal development and care for pupils at the
heart of its work. The curriculum caters well for the needs of all pupils. Good guidance
and support enable pupils to learn well. The Foundation Stage gives pupils a good
start to their education and they make good progress. This is because the well-planned
curriculum provides a wide range of experiences that meet pupils' needs.

Leadership and management are good. The school's self-evaluation processes are used
effectively to identify weaknesses and plan for improvement. The governing body
carries out its responsibilities satisfactorily. Governors do not visit the school often
enough to be sufficiently well informed or provide sufficiently strong strategic guidance.
Senior managers and governors focus on providing high quality care and education.
The school has good capacity to improve. This is shown by the effective steps made
in raising achievement in mathematics and in improving the provision for information
and communication technology (ICT) since the last inspection. Value for money is
good.

What the school should do to improve further

* Make the most of opportunities provided in all lessons for pupils to develop their
spoken language.

* Plan governor visits to give governors a more informed view of different areas of
school life.

Achievement and standards
Grade: 2

Pupils achieve well. From a low start in the nursery, pupils make good progress although
they do not achieve all the goals set for five years olds, particularly in their use of
language. They do well in the development of their personal and social skills. Pupils
progress well from Years 1 to 6 to reach broadly average standards by the time they
leave. This is because the secure system for tracking pupils' progress identifies where
additional teaching will be most beneficial. Extra help is well directed at those who
need it, enabling pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities to achieve the targets
set for them. The early, focused support to develop pupils' language skills is benefiting
those pupils whose first language is not English, so that over the course of their time
in the school they make good progress. The targets set for Year 6 are appropriately
challenging and pupils generally meet and sometimes exceed these.
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Personal development and well-being

Grade: 2

Pupils attain good levels of spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development. Because
of the school's strong religious ethos and links with the local church pupils' spiritual
awareness is particularly good. Pupils like coming to school. They greatly enjoy the
visits that the teachers arrange for them. Attendance is good and reflects their positive
attitudes. Pupils behave well and work hard. Relationships are good and the school is
racially harmonious. Pupils feel safe and cared for. As one pupil put it, 'Because
everyone is nice'. Pupils respect the many different cultures represented at the school
and in the wider community. They demonstrate awareness of the needs of others, for
example, by raising money for charities and providing entertainment to members of
the local community. Pupils know how to stay safe and understand the importance of
a healthy diet and regular exercise. Pupils have a satisfactory grasp of the basic skills
they will need in the future, but sometimes have difficulty in expressing themselves
clearly.

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade: 2

Teaching and learning are good. The school has recently changed its approach to
teaching in Years 1 and 2 to focus on teaching pupils in small groups. This enables
pupils to experience a broader range of activities during the day. However, this is not
yet sufficiently embedded to have significant impact on pupils' overall long-term
progress and achievement. Teachers carefully plan key learning skills, particularly in
English and mathematics and provide tasks that promote effective learning. They use
resources well to promote pupils' understanding. Teachers place strong emphasis on
extending pupils' vocabulary, but there are not enough opportunities to practise their
oral skills. Support assistants are deployed well. They contribute significantly to the
learning of pupils with difficulties and disabilities, and of pupils whose first language
is not English. Teachers mark pupils' work well and involve pupils in self-evaluation
so that they know what they have achieved and where more work is required.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade: 2

The school has carefully evaluated the needs of its pupils and organised a good
curriculum. There is a strong and very appropriate focus on the core skills of literacy,
numeracy and ICT. The well planned curriculum caters well for the needs of all pupils
and places learning in a relevant context by linking subjects together. Teachers plan
for the development of pupils' spoken language, but do not provide enough
opportunities for them to practise using their skills across all subjects. The curriculum
has improved since the last inspection and all aspects of ICT are now covered. The
Foundation Stage curriculum is good and well resourced. There is a comprehensive
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programme of personal, health and social education. Numerous visits to places of
interest both locally and in central London extend pupils' horizons and broaden their
experiences of life. Pupils enjoy attending a good range of out of class activities, which
are enriched by the use of visiting experts and the staff's own skills, for example, in
providing French and Spanish clubs.

Care, guidance and support

Grade: 2

The school makes good provision for the care, guidance and support of pupils. There
is strong concern for pupils' well-being and vulnerable pupils are well cared for and
supported. Assessment is used well to identify appropriate targets for improvement.
Pupils know these and try hard to make the required improvements. 'And he has!'
commented one pupil warmly on another's efforts to improve his writing. Marking of
work and observation in lessons are used effectively to guide pupils. Support for pupils
with learning difficulties or disabilities and for pupils who are at an early stage of
learning English is good. These areas are managed flexibly enough to respond
appropriately to pupils' changing needs. Child protection procedures are good. Health
and safety procedures are effective and include systematic inspection of the site and
thorough risk assessment of all school related activities.

Leadership and management
Grade: 2

The complementary skills of both the headteacher and deputy help to promote good
academic and personal development. Their determination and high expectations have
helped forge a good team of teachers and support staff who work well together to
identify areas for improvement and see through the necessary developments. In the
last year, pupils' skills in reading and mental calculation have improved.

The senior management team has established a detailed system for monitoring the
school's work that includes seeking the views of parents. This provides the school with
an accurate view of its strengths and weaknesses. In most cases, the school
improvement plan is sharply written, clearly identifying the correct priorities and
carefully weaving them into the work and targets of both staff and pupils. This has
ensured that, in the last year, pupils have had more experience and success in solving
mathematical problems.

Governance is satisfactory. Governors have supported the school through many
initiatives and are becoming more questioning of the school. They gain a sound
knowledge of the school's strengths and areas for development from the information
that they receive. However, governors do not visit the school often enough to be well
informed and provide sufficiently strong strategic guidance.

The school has taken effective steps to raise achievement since the last inspection.
Standards in mathematics have risen and improved provision for ICT ensures that
pupils regularly practise their skills. The school has good capacity to improve and raise
standards further. Value for money is good.
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.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Inspection judgements

16-19
School
Overall

Key to judgements: grade 1 is outstanding, grade 2 good, grade 3

satisfactory, and grade 4 inadequate

Overall effectiveness

NA2
How effective, efficient and inclusive is the provision of education,
integrated care and any extended services in meeting the needs of
learners?

NA2How well does the school work in partnership with others to promote
learners' well-being?

NA2The quality and standards in foundation stage
NA2The effectiveness of the school's self-evaluation
NAYesThe capacity to make any necessary improvements

NAYesEffective steps have been taken to promote improvement since the last
inspection

Achievement and standards
NA2How well do learners achieve?

NA3The standards1 reached by learners

NA2
Howwell learners make progress, taking account of any significant variations
between groups of learners

NA2How well learners with learning difficulties and disabilities make progress

Personal development and well-being

NA2
How good is the overall personal development and well-being of the
learners?

NA2The extent of learners' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
NA2The behaviour of learners
NA2The attendance of learners
NA2How well learners enjoy their education
NA2The extent to which learners adopt safe practices
NA2The extent to which learners adopt healthy lifestyles
NA3The extent to which learners make a positive contribution to the community

NA3
How well learners develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to
their future economic well-being

The quality of provision

NA2
How effective are teaching and learning in meeting the full range of
the learners' needs?

NA2
How well do the curriculum and other activities meet the range of
needs and interests of learners?

NA2How well are learners cared for, guided and supported?

1 Grade 1 - Exceptionally and consistently high; Grade 2 - Generally above average with none significantly below
average; Grade 3 - Broadly average; Grade 4 - Exceptionally low.
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Leadership and management

NA2
How effective are leadership and management in raising achievement
and supporting all learners?

NA2
How effectively leaders andmanagers at all levels set clear direction leading
to improvement and promote high quality of care and education

NA2
How effectively performance is monitored, evaluated and improved to meet
challenging targets, through quality assurance and self-review

NA2
How well equality of opportunity is promoted and discrimination tackled so
that all learners achieve as well as they can

NA2
How effectively and efficiently resources are deployed to achieve value for
money

NA3
The extent to which governors and other supervisory boards discharge their
responsibilities

NAYesThe adequacy and suitability of staff to ensure that learners are protected

The extent to which schools enable learners to be healthy
YesLearners are encouraged and enabled to eat and drink healthily
YesLearners are encouraged and enabled to take regular exercise
YesLearners are discouraged from smoking and substance abuse
YesLearners are educated about sexual health

The extent to which providers ensure that learners stay safe
YesProcedures for safeguarding learners meet current government requirements
YesRisk assessment procedures and related staff training are in place
YesAction is taken to reduce anti-social behaviour, such as bullying and racism
YesLearners are taught about key risks and how to deal with them

The extent to which learners make a positive contribution
YesLearners are helped to develop stable, positive relationships
YesLearners, individually and collectively, participate in making decisions that affect them

Yes
Learners are encouraged to initiate, participate in and manage activities in school and the
wider community
The extent to which schools enable learners to achieve economic well-being

YesThere is provision to promote learners’ basic skills
YesLearners have opportunities to develop enterprise skills and work in teams

NA
Careers education and guidance is provided to all learners in key stage 3 and 4 and the sixth
form

NA
Education for all learners aged 14–19 provides an understanding of employment and the
economy
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

Children

Not long ago we visited your school to see how you were getting on. Thank you for the
thoughtful way youmade us feel welcome. We enjoyedmeeting you and your teachers. Everyone
was friendly and this made it easy for us to do our job.

I am writing this letter to tell you what we found out about your school. We found Christ Church
to be a good school. There are lots of things that we liked and think are good. We were impressed
with your good behaviour and the way that you get on with each other. You make good progress
in your learning. You enjoy coming to school and like the lessons. The school provides you with
lots of interesting things to do and you greatly enjoy the visits that your teachers plan for you.
Your head teacher leads the school well and all the people working there take good care of
you.

We have asked the school to try to do some things even better. We would like your teachers
to give you more opportunities to practise your speaking skills and use the new vocabulary
that you learn. We have also asked members of the governing body to visit the school more
often so that they get to know more about the work of the school. We are confident that you
will continue to enjoy your school and we wish you well in the future.

Yours sincerely

Christine Canniff

Lead Inspector
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