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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by three Additional Inspectors.
Description of the school

Yerbury is a much larger than average primary school. It serves a socially, culturally and ethnically
diverse area. Approximately 40% of pupils come from different ethnic groups. Over 20% of
pupils speak English as an additional language and very few are at an early stage of learning
English. The percentage of pupils with learning difficulties is below average and so is the
percentage eligible for free school meals. Attainment on admission is average.

Key for inspection grades

Grade 1 Outstanding
Grade 2 Good
Grade 3 Satisfactory

Grade 4 Inadequate
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade:
What the school should do to improve further

* Ensure that marking always helps pupils to improve their work.

Achievement and standards
Grade:

Personal development and well-being
Grade:

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade:

The quality of teaching and learning is outstanding and promotes excellent academic and
personal development. This is because teachers are very skilful and consistent in providing
pupils with challenging work to ensure that they are able to reach the highest possible standards.
Pupils appreciate their teachers' efforts to raise their standards. One pupil commented 'Our
teachers are very good at challenging us to work hard.' Teachers have very high expectations
of their pupils' standards and behaviour and deliver the school's project-based curriculum very
effectively to engage pupils in their learning. Teaching assistants have undertaken very extensive
training and support pupils' learning very well, especially those with learning difficulties and
those at an early stage of learning English. Teachers use computers and interactive whiteboards
very effectively to support pupils' learning in all areas. This enhances their independent learning
skills significantly. Excellent teaching in the Foundation Stage ensures that children develop
their social and independent learning skills rapidly.

Assessment procedures are well established and used very effectively to promote learning.
There are good examples of marking to improve pupils’ work but this is inconsistent.

Curriculum and other activities
Grade:

The school provides an outstanding curriculum that goes significantly beyond statutory
requirements and enables pupils of all abilities to progress and develop very well. The school
makes very good provision to develop pupils' literacy, numeracy and ICT skills. Its project-based
curriculum provides very effectively for the academic and personal development of all pupils.
In a Year 2 assembly, where the project had been on Rain Forests, pupils presented their work
to peers and parents, demonstrating the good connections between their work in different
subjects. Circle time and drama are used well to help pupils deal with worries and problems.
The school's creative arts curriculum is very strong. The investment the school makes in its
music provision leads to excellent progress by pupils. This is reflected both in lessons and in
musical performances in assemblies. Pupils have a wide range of clubs to go to after school,
covering sports, arts and other activities. These receive high levels of participation from all
groups of pupils. The school effectively monitors both the quality of this provision and the
take-up of different groups to ensure equality of access.



Inspection Report: Yerbury Primary School, 28-29 June 2006 50f7

Care, guidance and support
Grade:

The school provides outstanding care, guidance and support for its pupils. It has a thorough
knowledge of the needs of all pupils. Consequently, it provides a very positive learning
environment in which pupils reach high standards and develop extremely good personal skills.
Pupils' progress is monitored rigorously and the school is very effective in supporting the
progress of all pupils, including those with learning difficulties and those from different ethnic
backgrounds. The school undertakes thorough risk assessments for all activities and visits.
Pupils are encouraged to lead healthy lifestyles. Procedures for child protection are securely
established and staff receive annual training to ensure pupils' safety. Induction procedures are
very well established and new entrants are provided with 'buddies’ to ensure that they settle
quickly. Transition to secondary school is managed very well. The overwhelming majority of
parents are very happy with the care shown to their children and the progress that they make.

Leadership and management
Grade:
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance ‘Complaints about school inspection’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Annex B

Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection
Pupils

We would like to thank you for your help when we visited your school. We enjoyed talking to
you, and watching you work. You told us that you really enjoy coming to school and think that
it is very good.

We are pleased to tell you that we agree with you. Yerbury is an outstanding school and provides
you with high quality education. You have excellent opportunities to develop your skills in all
subjects, because you have very creative and exciting things to do. You receive excellent
teaching so you learn very well. Your teachers and other staff take great care of you and make
sure that your work is challenging. You try hard to get things right, and show great interest
and enthusiasm, so you achieve high standards. We know that your headteacher and all other
staff do an excellent job in organising the school's work to help you to achieve so well. We
were very impressed by your very positive attitudes to learning, your excellent behaviour and
your willingness to concentrate on your work. We know that you understand the importance
of staying safe and healthy and take part in the wide range of physical activities to maintain a
healthy lifestyle.

Your school is always looking for ways to get even better. We have agreed with your teachers
that they should put greater emphasis on explaining to you how you can improve your work
even more. We are confident that you will continue to work hard and will carry on achieving
very well in all areas of the curriculum.With best wishes

Yours sincerely,
Tusha Chakraborti

Lead Inspector



