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Introduction
The inspection was carried out by an Additional Inspector.

Description of the school

Camden Primary Pupil Referral Unit (PRU) caters for children aged 5 - 11 who have been
permanently excluded form their home school. Their primary difficulties are social, emotional
and behavioural. There are currently 10 full time pupils on roll. Increasingly, younger children
are being admitted with increasingly complex needs. All but one pupil has a Statement of their
special educational needs. The PPRU provides a service for mainstream children who are at risk
of permanent exclusion. These children are dual-registered and attend the School Inclusion
Project Primary (SIPP) which is based in separate accommodation in the PPRU, part-time. Half
the pupils attending the PPRU and SIPP are from White British backgrounds, with Black
British-Caribbean and Black British-African forming the next two largest groups. The PPRU is
a part of a wider service 'The Primary Learning Support Service' which provides support for
children in their mainstream schools

Key for inspection grades

OutstandingGrade 1
GoodGrade 2
SatisfactoryGrade 3
InadequateGrade 4
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Overall effectiveness of the school
Grade:

What the school should do to improve further

* Analyse the wealth of written information collected to set targets for school improvement.
* Work with the local education authority to find solutions to over-subscription and pupils
remaining on roll for too long.

Achievement and standards
Grade:

Personal development and well-being
Grade:

Quality of provision

Teaching and learning

Grade:

The PPRU judges teaching and learning to be good, but the inspection found it to be better
than this.There is some outstanding teaching in both the SIPP and PPRU. It is so successful
because it is very well planned to cater for each individual's educational and personal needs,
as outlined in lesson planning and individual targets. Pupils make continual progress in both
aspects. The pace of lessons is very brisk and pupils are kept involved and busy at all times.
Each lesson is planned in small chunks, and moves from one to another quickly and smoothly.
There are no 'slow' times, which would inevitably lead to disruptive behaviour. Pupils learn to
enjoy what they are doing and are engaged by the enthusiasm and motivation of the staff, and
their positive relationships with them. There is excellent team work between teachers and
teaching assistants so that all pupils have maximum support for learning. Any disruptive
behaviour is managed immediately and expertly with the minimum of interruption to the lesson.

Curriculum and other activities

Grade:

As judged by the PPRU, the curriculum is good overall, but some aspects are better than this.
An outstanding aspect is the overall structure with a different focus in morning and afternoon
activities. The mornings are tightly focused on academic achievement in six core subjects,
particularly English and mathematics, although support for personal development is still high
on the agenda. Lessons are arranged so that most of these subjects are covered daily which
helps pupils make consistent progress. Subjects are very well planned in line with the National
Curriculum, but pupils work at their own needs-led level with plans further tailored for
individuals. This gives pupils the best chance of re-joining their home-schools with sufficient
knowledge and understanding to make it successful. There is a good focus on teaching pupils
how to be healthy, stay safe, and take their part in society successfully. The afternoons focus
on supporting pupils' personal development through creative subjects such as art, drama, food
technology and sport. Not all afternoon activities, however, are as tightly planned as the
mornings' to promote and record learning. The SIPP pupils receive support for their basic skills
in their own schools in the mornings and a rich, very well-planned curriculum in the afternoons
where the focus is on both learning and personal development. This is an improvement since
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the last inspection. There is a strong emphasis throughout the PPRU and SIPP on helping pupils
enjoy their education so that they achieve better. The PPRU extends the curriculum effectively
though educational visits, also used as part of the earned reward system, and by after-school
activities achieved by specific grants.

Care, guidance and support

Grade:

The inspection agrees with the PPRU that the quality of care, advice and guidance to safeguard
pupils and promote their personal development is outstanding. Central to this is the depth of
knowledge that each member of staff has about the needs of each pupil, and their skill in
providing support and guidance for them as a result. Child protection procedures are fully
operational, and staff are vigilant in their care of the vulnerable. Practice is underpinned by
very effective policies which bring together education and pastoral support to promote pupils'
personal and educational development. These are rigorously implemented and form the context
of the PPRU's work. Pupils are involved as far as possible in all evaluations of their performance
and effort, and so, with guidance, take responsibility for their own lives. The PPRU and SIPP's
accommodation, resources, display and focus on celebration of achievement, is testimony to
the care and consideration given to the pupils.Pupils' behaviour is a difficulty, but they are
constantly and effectively guided to recognise and manage it with very good results. The PPRU,
SIPP and support service have excellent relationships with outside agencies and other schools
so that pupils receive the additional support and guidance they need, and can move on into
school when they are ready. Very effective partnerships with parents are also established from
the start, so that pupils' management is a joint effort.

Leadership and management
Grade:
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out
in the guidance 'Complaints about school inspection', which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.ofsted.gov.uk.
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Text from letter to pupils explaining the findings of the inspection

I visited your school to see how well it was working, and how well you were all doing. I was very
pleased with what I found. A little while ago, the headteacher and staff filled in a long form to
say what they thought about various parts of the school's work. Altogether, they said they
thought your PPRU is a good school. After my visit, I think that it's better than that. I think
it's an excellent school!The main reason that I think this is because you do so well there, and
that is because the staff care so very much about helping you tomanage learning, your behaviour
and emotions, and school life better than you did before.

The school is a very friendly place to be in. You have super relationships with the staff and
enjoy coming to school. The teaching is excellent, and staff give you a really interesting range
of things to do and learn. All this is helping you to learn more easily, and to catch up on work
you have missed in the past. You must feel very proud of that achievement. The staff also put
a great deal of effort into helping you to understand your own feelings and to manage them
more successfully. I think that the way you are completely involved in that process is great. It
is really helping you grow up and take responsibility for your own actions. It makes life more
enjoyable too, doesn't it?

There is only one area of the PPRU's work that I think could be improved. The staff could look
at all the written information they are collecting, and put it into a form that would help them
see more easily how the PPRU is doing and what might need improvement. That's a bit like
creating graphs or mathematical data from written information. It's often easier to understand
that way.I also think that it should be quicker and easier for you to move to a new school, if
that is what you need, but that is mostly out of your PPRU's hands.
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