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INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Type of school:
School category:
Age range of pupils:
Gender of pupils:

Comprehensive
Community

11 to 18 years
Mixed

Number on roll; 1141

School address: Selkirk Drive
Holmes Chapel
Cheshire

Postcode: CW4 7DX

Telephone number: 01477 534513

Fax number: 01477 534489

Appropriate authority: Local Education Authority

Name of chair of governors:  Mrs Jackie Beard

Date of previous inspection: 18 October 1999

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SCHOOL

Holmes Chapel is an 11-18 comprehensive school. There are 968 pupils in the main school and
173 students in the sixth form. This makes the school about the same size as most other schools
with sixth forms. Although there is some movement of pupils at times other than the usual times of
joining or leaving the school, the pupil population is relatively stable. Currently there are about 80
more boys than girls on the school roll, this difference being most marked in Years 7 and 9. The
school provides for pupils across the ability range, although attainment on entry is above average
overall. Attainment on entry to the sixth form is broadly average. The proportion of pupils with
special educational needs is well below average, while the proportion of pupils with statements is
average. Pupils with the highest levels of need mostly have specific learning difficulties (dyslexia),
emotional and behavioural difficulties, or moderate learning difficulties. About three per cent of the
pupils have minority ethnic backgrounds. Several different minority ethnic groups are represented
in the school and so there is no significantly large sub-group. While many of these pupils are
bilingual, none are in the early stages of learning to speak English. The proportion of the pupils who
are eligible for a free school meal is well below the national average and the socio-economic census
data for local wards is very favourable. The school has specialist Science College status, is
designated as a Training School and received the Sportsmark Gold award for the second time in
2004.
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE INSPECTION TEAM

Members of the inspection team

Subject responsibilities

3390 Ken Thomas Lead inspector Business studies (sixth form)
14214 | Gillian Smith Lay inspector
10905 | Alan Brewerton Team inspector Science
Chemistry (sixth form)
11838 | Derek Cronin Team inspector French
German
Work related learning
19414 | Janet Flisher Team inspector Theatre studies (sixth form)
4372 Ralph Fordham Team inspector Citizenship
Religious education
15051 | Lynne Kauffman Team inspector Information and communication
technology
11548 | David Lee Team inspector Mathematics
Mathematics (sixth form)
20165 | Alan Lemon Team inspector Special educational needs
Art and design
32340 | Peter McKay Team inspector Geography
19152 | Richard Merryfield Team inspector History
History (sixth form)
23308 | John Morrell Team inspector Music
19452 | Anthony Pearson Team inspector Physical education
Physical education (sixth form)
2079 Trevor Slack Team inspector Design and technology
Design and technology (sixth form)
16372 | Patricia Walker Team inspector English as an additional language
English
English (sixth form)
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The inspection contractor was:
Cambridge Education Associates

Demeter House
Station Road
Cambridge
CB1 2RS

Any concerns or complaints about the inspection or the report should be made initially to the
inspection contractor. The procedures are set out in the leaflet ‘Complaining about Ofsted
Inspections’, which is available from Ofsted Publications Centre (telephone 07002 637833) or
Ofsted’s website (www.ofsted.gov.uk).
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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
OVERALL EVALUATION

This very effective school provides excellent value for money. Its success is based on
exceptionally strong leadership, much very good teaching and the very good attitudes of the
overwhelming maijority of the pupils. The achievement of all groups of pupils is very good. Pupils
make very good progress in most subjects and overall results in National Curriculum tests and
GCSE and A-level examinations are well above average.

The school’s main strengths and weaknesses are:

e The headteacher’'s unwavering leadership, with very strong support from other senior staff,
ensures that very good teamwork underpins the very good quality of education the school
provides.

e Pupils achieve very well because teaching actively engages them in learning and challenges and
extends their knowledge and understanding.

e Pupils’ very positive approach to their studies, their good behaviour and regular attendance all
contribute considerably to their academic progress and personal development.

¢ Science College status, excellent links with other schools and colleges and very good enrichment
opportunities are having a significantly beneficial impact on the life of the school and the
experiences of large numbers of pupils.

¢ Although the school provides a very good range of GCSE courses in Years 10 and 11, there are
not enough opportunities for pupils more suited to vocational studies.

e The school does not record pupils’ progress and achievement in citizenship and report these to
parents at the end of Year 9.

¢ Although significant improvements have been made to the accommodation, the dining room is
too small and the lack of covered walkways can have an adverse impact on the conditions for
teaching and learning in inclement weather.

The school has made very good improvement since the last inspection. Standards have risen from
an already well above average level. Achievement is very good. There is now more very good and
excellent teaching. In addition the school has achieved specialist Science College status and
achieved the Sportsmark Gold award for the second time. No key issues for improvement were
identified in the last inspection report. The points suggested for the consideration of governors have
been tackled successfully.

STANDARDS ACHIEVED

all schools similar
Performance compared with: schools
2002 2003 2004 2004
Year GCSE/GNVQ examinations A A A B
11
Year A/AS level and VCE A A A
13 examinations

Key: A - well above average; B — above average; C — average; D — below average; E — well below average.
For Year 11, similar schools are those whose pupils attained similarly at the end of Year 9.

Standards are well above average and achievement is very good. Standards in the core subjects
of English, mathematics and science are well above average at the end of Year 9. Standards at the
end of Year 11 are also well above average and GCSE examination results have been maintained
at this level since the last inspection. The 2004 GCSE results were above or well above average in
most subjects. Sixth form students achieve very well and the overall 2004 GCE A-level
examinations were well above average.
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Pupils have very good attitudes and behaviour is good. This makes for a harmonious environment
in which they thrive. The number of fixed period exclusions is average for a school of this size.
Pupils’ personal development, including their spiritual and moral development, is very good.
Social development is excellent and cultural development is good. Attendance is very good and
most pupils are regularly punctual to school and to lessons.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION

The quality of education provided by the school is very good. Teaching and learning are
very good with much that is excellent. The quality of the curriculum is very good both in the main
school and in the sixth form. However, statutory requirements for religious education in the sixth
form are not presently met. Provision to enrich pupils’ learning outside lessons is very good. Pupils
are provided with very good support and guidance. Very good links with parents and the community
and excellent links with other schools enhance provision. Other than some weaknesses in the
accommodation, and in particular the lack of covered walkways and a dining room that is too small
for the size of the school, there are no major shortcomings in provision.

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

Leadership and management of the school are very good. The leadership of the headteacher is
excellent and, with very effective support from the highly experienced deputy head and other
members of the leadership team, provides an exceptionally strong driving force within the school.
The management of the school is very good. The school makes very effective use of evaluation
information to identify strengths and tackle weaknesses. Governance of the school is very good.
With the exception of the provision of religious education in the sixth form, all statutory requirements
are met.

PARENTS’ AND PUPILS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

Parents are largely happy with the school and what it provides for their children. They judge that
expectations are high and that their children like school and are making good progress. They do
not always feel fully informed about how well their children are getting on, a matter not substantiated
by inspection evidence. Pupils feel that it is a good school and have very positive views about many
aspects.

IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED

The most important things the school should do to improve are:

¢ Provide more vocational opportunities for pupils in Years 10 and 11.

o Ensure that pupils’ progress and achievement in citizenship are recorded and reported to parents
at the end of Year 9.

e Continue to implement plans for improvements to the accommodation.

and to meet statutory requirements:
e Ensure that all sixth form students receive their entitlement to religious education.
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OVERALL EVALUATION

This is a very effective sixth form. Students achieve very well and the very good quality of
education they receive makes a significant contribution to the pursuit of their career goals.
Standards have risen since the last inspection. The 2004 examination results were well above
average and above those of the previous year. Outstanding leadership and management together
with very good teaching and learning underpin the students’ very good progress. The sixth form is

highly cost effective.

The main strengths and weaknesses are:

e Standards are well above average because teaching and learning are very good.

e Students are very willing to take responsibility. They make an excellent contribution to the life of
the school and provide excellent role models for younger students.

o Students have excellent attitudes towards school and this contributes to their academic success.

¢ Very good guidance, which begins in Year 11 and continues throughout the sixth form, supports
students’ very good progress.

e The recently completed sixth form centre provides attractive and comfortable accommodation
and promotes the very good community ethos in the sixth form.

e The school does not comply with the statutory requirement to provide a course in religious

education in the sixth form.

QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN SUBJECTS AND COURSES OF THE CURRICULUM

Judgements about the provision in the subjects and courses inspected in the sixth form are
shown below. They are based mainly on the quality of teaching and learning and how well
students achieve. Not all subjects in the sixth form were inspected.

Curriculum area

Evaluation

English, languages and
communication

Mathematics

Science

Information and
communication
technology

Humanities

Engineering, technology
and manufacturing

Visual and performing
arts and media

Very good in English literature. Attainment is above average
and students achieve well because of the very good support
and information about their progress and how they can improve.

Very good. Attainment is above average and many students
achieve above expectations. Students have excellent attitudes
to work and teaching is consistently very good. Subiject
leadership is very good.

Very good in chemistry. Examination results are above
average. Students’ achievement is better than expected,
relative to GCSE results, because teaching is very good.

Good in computing. Although recent results are below average,
standards are rising because of very good teaching and
students’ very positive attitudes.

Very good in history. Results have been rising in recent years
and students achieve very well as a result of very good teaching
and support through assessment practice.

Good in product design. Attainment is average but students
achieve well from a below average starting point. They have
excellent attitudes to their work and teaching is consistently
good or better.

Satisfactory in theatre studies. Attainment is below average
but students’ positive attitudes contribute to satisfactory
achievement. The subject promotes students’ personal
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development.

Hospitality, sports, Good in physical education. Students are achieving well

leisure and travel because of good teaching and their own very positive attitudes
to learning. The most recent A-level examination results were
above average.
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Curriculum area Evaluation

Business Good in business studies. Very good leadership and good
teaching enable students to achieve well. Students have very
good attitudes to the subject, but some are too dependent on
their teachers.

The curriculum areas are broadly common across all post-16 education and training. They do not necessatrily correspond
with subjects and courses taught by the school. Inspectors make judgements in the range: excellent; very good, good;
satisfactory; unsatisfactory; poor; very poor. Excellent and very good are equivalent to the judgement ‘outstanding’ in
further education and sixth form college reports; poor and very poor are equivalent to ‘very weak'’.

ADVICE, GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT

Sixth formers are provided with very good advice, support and guidance. The school successfully
monitors and supports students and at the same time provides many opportunities for them to
become independent and responsible young adults. They are encouraged to show initiative and
this makes a significant contribution to their personal development.

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT OF THE SIXTH FORM

Leadership and management of the sixth form are excellent. The management of the head of
sixth form and her team of tutors has created an environment in which students are encouraged to
develop their all-round skills and talents and to take responsibility. The students who comprise the
student leadership team, the executive group, the pastoral committee, the sixth form council and the
various other committees take a very active role both in the sixth form and working with pupils in the
main school. They also represent students’ views effectively.

STUDENTS’ VIEWS OF THE SIXTH FORM

Students are very positive about their experience in the sixth form. Responses to the questionnaire
suggested that some students were unhappy both with the advice given to them before they came
into the sixth form and with careers advice. However, when these matters were discussed with
students, they were quick to point out that the school has already made significant improvements to
these aspects in response to their comments. Indeed, all students spoken to during the inspection
were overwhelmingly positive about the school and the way in which their views are taken into
account. They appreciate the staff's commitment and approachability. They are happy in the
school and value what it does for them.
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PART B: COMMENTARY ON THE INSPECTION FINDINGS
STANDARDS ACHIEVED BY PUPILS
Standards achieved in subjects and courses

The school has not only maintained well above average standards in Year 9 National Curriculum
tests and GCSE examinations since the last inspection but results have also risen, and at the end of
Year 9 at a faster rate than results nationally. Achievement is very good in Years 7 to 11 and in the
sixth form. Standards, from work seen during the inspection, are well above expected levels in
Years 7 to 11 and in the sixth form.

Main strengths and weaknesses

¢ Pupils make very good progress in Years 7 to 11 from above average attainment overall on entry
to the school.

¢ Pupils of all backgrounds and prior attainment achieve equally well.

o The school enables many pupils and students to attain well above average standards in tests
and examinations.

¢ Assessment information is used very effectively to raise achievement by identifying where pupils
might be falling behind so that action can be taken rapidly.

¢ Achievement in a few sixth form courses is restricted because students do not engage in enough
independent learning activities.

Commentary
Main school

1. Achievement is very good in Years 7 to 11 because there is a substantial proportion of very
good and better teaching that promotes effective learning. Pupils show that they are
committed to their studies. They are in regular attendance and receive carefully focused
support and guidance. Support and guidance are underpinned by the effective use of
assessment information to track pupils’ performance and identify potential underachievement.
This enables the school to plan individual intervention, whether this is for those who are falling
behind, for pupils with particular learning needs or for potentially high achievers who may
need to be challenged more by their work.

2. Overall National Curriculum test results for Year 9 pupils have been following a rising trend at
a more rapid rate than results nationally and from a position that was already well above
average. The challenging targets set for 2004 were exceeded in English and mathematics,
and although the results for science were just below the target set for the year group, the
results in all three subjects were well above average. Not only did substantial numbers of
pupils meet and exceed national expectations for their age, but also a significant proportion
achieved the higher Level 7 in mathematics. In comparison with similar schools based on
prior attainment (these are schools in which pupils attained similar results in the National
Curriculum tests taken at the end of Year 6), the 2004 results were well above average in
English and above average in mathematics. In comparison with these schools, the results in
science were very high and in the highest five per cent of schools nationally. In comparison
with schools in similar socio-economic circumstances, results were well above average in
English and mathematics and again very high in science. These results represent very good
achievement when the overall above average standards of attainment on entry to the school
are taken into account. Although there have been some differences in performance between
boys and girls over recent years, the differences largely reflect those observed nationally. The
achievement of the very few pupils from different minority ethnic backgrounds is comparable
to that of their peers.
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Standards in national tests at the end of Year 9 — average point scores in 2004

Standards in: School results National results
English 36.5 (36.9) n/a (33.3)

mathematics 40.1 (38.5) n/a (34.7)
science 36.9 (38.2) n/a (33.3)

There were 204 pupils in the year group. Figures in brackets are for the previous year.

3.  GCSE results show that the school is also maintaining well above average standards at the
end of Year 11. Although the rising trend over the last four years has been below the national
trend this is because the school’s baseline was well above average and so allowed less scope
for improvement. The school met the GCSE targets set for 2004. The results were, overall,
well above average in comparison with all schools and above average in comparison with
similar schools based both on prior attainment and socio-economic circumstances. The
value-added measure for this cohort shows that achievement was very good.

4. Asat Year 9, a considerable number of pupils attain high standards as shown by 20 per cent
of the 2004 grades being A* or A. Apart from 2003, when boys and girls results were similar,
girls have achieved better overall results than boys in the years since the last inspection. Girls
again outperformed boys in 2004, but the difference was less than that observed nationally.
The achievement of pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds was comparable to that of their
peers.

5. The percentages of pupils gaining A* to C grades in 2004 were well above average in English,
mathematics and science. Results were also above average or well above average in all
other subjects apart from modern foreign languages. Results in French were average while
those in German were below. A contributory factor to this apparently weaker performance
was that a modern foreign language was a compulsory subject in the curriculum for Years 10
and 11, and so all pupils were entered for the GCSE examination. This has the effect of
deflating the school’s results when comparisons are made with other schools because in
many schools the subject is optional and so not only are fewer pupils entered for the
examination, they are also more likely to be higher attainers in the subject.

Standards in GCSE/GNVQ examinations at the end of Year 11 in 2004

School results National results

Percentage of pupils gaining 5 or more A*-C 71 (75) 52 (50)
grades

Percentage of pupils gaining 5 or more A*-G 99 (95) 91 (91)
grades

Percentage of pupils gaining 1 or more A*-G 100 (97) 96 (96)
grades

Average point score per student (best eight 355.0 282.8
subjects)

There were 161 pupils in the year group. The percentages include the equivalent GCSE grades obtained in GNVQ
assessments. Figures in brackets are for the previous year.

6.  The school is successful in ensuring that all should benefit from the opportunities that it
provides. As a result, there are no significant variations in the achievement of different groups
of pupils. Although there are variations in the performance of boys and girls from year to year
the differences are often less than those observed nationally. The school analyses progress
against prior attainment and takes steps to tackle any patterns emerging in each year group.
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Pupils with special educational needs achieve very well. On entry to the school the large

majority of these pupils have literacy difficulties. Nevertheless, performance information from

regular literacy tests between Years 7 and 9 shows that they make substantial progress in
reading and spelling. By the end of Year 11 enough progress is made towards pupils’

individual targets to achieve very good GCSE examination results. In 2004, these pupils each

gained between seven and ten A* to G grades. This very good achievement is the result of
high quality support across the school and, in particular, the expert help and positive
encouragement provided by the learning support team. The very few pupils with English as

an additional language achieve as well as others in their classes. The school also provides a

wide programme of extension activities for pupils who have been identified as gifted and
talented. They benefit considerably from these activities. These pupils achieve very well in
their academic subjects and this achievement is enhanced further through the programmes.

Sixth form

Standards in GCE A/AS level and VCE examinations at the end of Year 13 in 2004

School results National results
Percentage of entries gaining A-E grades 94.7 (94.3) 92.3 (92.3)
Percentage of entries gaining A-B grades 32.0 (24.0) 36.2 (35.6)
Average point score per pupil 319.6 (299.6) 265.2 (258.2)

There were 68 students in the year group. Figures in brackets are for the previous year.

7.  Overall standards on entry to the sixth form vary from year to year and do not accurately
reflect standards at the end of Year 11. This is because a wide range of post-16 courses and
other options are available to students locally. As a result standards on entry to the sixth form
are broadly average. Nevertheless, the total average points score for students entered for A-
level courses was well above average in 2003 and rose again in 2004. Because the school
offers a very wide range of 28 advanced courses, the examination results in individual
subjects do not always accurately reflect overall performance. This is because in many
subjects the number of candidates entered for examination is too small to make comparison
with national data meaningful. In subjects where the number of entries was large enough to
make comparisons with national averages, results in 2004 were well above average in English
literature, French, German, history, and above average in biology, business studies,
chemistry, English, physics and physical education. Results were average in general studies
and mathematics, below average in product design, music and religious studies and well
below average in theatre studies and computing. However, virtually all candidates obtained
their target grades and achievement was very good when standards on entry are taken into
account. Reflecting national differences in performance, the performance of female students
in 2004 was above that of males. The achievement of the small number of sixth form students

with special educational needs is comparable to that of their peers.

8. At AS level, the numbers of candidates choosing to take a final grade in the subject being
studied are mostly too small to make meaningful comparisons with national figures. As at A-

level, achievement is generally above expectations based on standards on entry to Year 12.

9. Standards seen during the inspection are above or well above course expectations in most
subjects. Very good teaching, based on very good subject expertise and a thorough
understanding of syllabus and examination requirements, supports the very good achievement
by the students. Most students demonstrate effective study skills and the ability to work
independently. However, in a few subjects students are too dependent on their teachers and
do not engage in enough independent learning activities. Students generally have well
developed mathematical and literacy skills and use these well in subjects to research and
present their ideas and to solve problems. In most subjects students have access to ICT to

support independent research and to enhance the presentation of their work.
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Pupils’ attitudes, values and other personal qualities

Pupils’ attitudes and behaviour are very good in the main school and excellent in the sixth form.
The number of exclusions is average for a school of this size. Attendance is very good throughout
the school and punctuality is good. Pupils’ personal development, including their spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development, is very good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

¢ Numerous opportunities for pupils to show initiative and take responsibility promote excellent
social development.

e Pupils’ very good attendance helps them to make rapid progress in their work.

¢ Most of the pupils work hard during lessons but the behaviour of a small minority in the lower
years can adversely affect the progress made by their classmates.

¢ Relationships between pupils and with adults are very good.

¢ Sixth form students are very loyal to and proud of their school. Their attendance is very good
and behaviour in lessons and around the school is excellent.

o Sixth form students play a major role in the life of the school and are very good role models for
younger pupils.

Commentary
Main school

10. The last inspection judged that the school promoted excellent social development. The
strengths identified at that time still remain. For example, pupils’ involvement in charitable
activity is extensive and they take the initiative in deciding which good causes they wish to
support. The well-established prefect system supports pupils’ understanding of rights and
responsibilities in the school community. Opportunities for pupils to engage in residential
educational visits, fieldwork and visits abroad are extensive and so provide many pupils with
opportunities to learn how to get on with others outside the normal routine of the school day,
as well as giving them first hand experience of different cultures. There are many
opportunities for pupils to take an active part in the day-to-day life of the school and they
respond with great enthusiasm. For example, the school council has helped to bring about
improvements to the lunchtime arrangements and they have also helped to ensure that the
toilets are upgraded. Pupils also appreciate the wide range of enrichment activities and a very
large number participate in the many extra-curricular clubs. Pupils’ outgoing and confident
approach makes a significant contribution to the school’s lively and vibrant atmosphere.

11. The sense of responsibility encouraged through these activities extends to the classroom.
The quality of classroom relationships, the excellent role models offered by adults and the
range of opportunities for collaborative work continue to contribute strongly to pupils’ social
development. During lessons, the vast majority of pupils behave very well. Teachers have
high expectations of behaviour and the overwhelming majority of pupils respond by being
polite and by working hard. Sometimes, however, a small minority are disruptive and make it
very difficult for the teacher to follow the planned lesson. This is most likely to occur in Years
7 to 9 and when the work set is not well matched to pupils’ attainment levels or when
temporary teachers are taking lessons. Classroom relationships in most lessons are usually
very good; adults and pupils share a mutual trust, respect and consideration and this
underpins the purposeful atmosphere that pervades the school. The school is committed to
ensuring that all pupils are in full-time education and provides effective support for pupils who
are experiencing difficulties during particular lessons. Nevertheless, the challenging
behaviour of some pupils inevitably leads to exclusion from school. The number of fixed term
exclusions is about average for a school of this size and there was only one permanent
exclusion during the most recent school year. All exclusions are well documented and the
school involves parents as much as possible in order to prevent such behaviour recurring.
There are very few racist incidents and pupils say that isolated incidents of bullying are well
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managed. The school takes all reported incidents of bullying very seriously; it attaches great
urgency to any such issues and deals with them immediately.

Exclusions

Ethnic background of pupils

Exclusions in the last school year

Categories used in the Annual School No of Number of | Number of
Census pupils on fixed period permapent
roll exclusions | exclusions
White — British 1100 83 1
White — any other White background 12 0 0
Mixed — White and Black Caribbean 1 0 0
Mixed — White and Asian 5 0 0
Mixed — any other mixed background 6 0 0
Asian or Asian British — Indian 2 0 0
Asian or Asian British — Bangladeshi 1 0 0
Chinese 5 0 0
Any other ethnic group 1 0 0
No ethnic group recorded 8 0 0

The table gives the number of exclusions, which may be different from the number of pupils excluded.

12. Attendance was well above average at the time of the last inspection and this continues to be
the case. Most of the pupils arrive in good time for the start of the school day and lessons
start promptly. Teachers make very good use of the time available and this helps pupils to
achieve a high standard of work.

Attendance

Attendance in the latest complete reporting year (%)

Authorised absence Unauthorised absence

School data 5.2 School data 0.3

National data 6.9 National data 1.1

The table gives the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

13.

The school is very aware of the importance of the spiritual and moral development of its pupils
and the impact it has on their progress, attitudes and achievement. These aspects are
developed very effectively through the school’s ethos, expectations and wider enrichment and
extra-curricular provision, as well as through the formal curriculum. The ‘thought for the day’
programme is very well established and provides a wide range of opportunities for pupils to
reflect on many world issues. The religious education syllabus and its teaching provides very
good opportunities for the spiritual development of pupils, and opportunities exist in most other
subjects to enhance this feature of personal development. Pupils have a respect for the
beliefs of others and have a clear understanding of them. They reflect on issues of belief and
form judgements that enable them to develop insights. Where opportunities are provided for
reflection and discussion of spiritual matters, pupils clearly respect the views of others and
most are willing to share their thoughts and feelings. Pupils’ moral development is very good.
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14.

15.

16.

They are well aware of right and wrong actions, have a clear knowledge of what is expected of
them and they respond very well. The school’s insistence on high standards of behaviour
contributes extremely well to these outcomes. By the time they reach the end of Year 11, they
are confident and articulate young people who are able to express their feelings and
concerns.

Since the last inspection, the school has done much to ensure that pupils are provided with
increased opportunities to appreciate cultures other than their own. More opportunities are
now provided through subjects, with religious education a particular strength. The recent
introduction of dance in the physical education curriculum includes opportunities to experience
a good range of different traditions, for example Indian dance. The school’s charitable activity
now includes the support of two African schools and an ‘African Christmas’ was the theme of
the recent school Christmas assembly. At the same time, opportunities for pupils to take part
in or appreciate drama, music and other forms of cultural activity still remain strong.
Consequently, pupils’ cultural development is now good.

Sixth form

The vast majority of sixth form students display excellent attitudes in lessons, in their
behaviour around the school and in the sixth form centre. They play a very active part in the
life of the school, take initiative, for instance in organising charity events, and accept
responsibility for younger pupils by assisting teachers in the classroom and at lunchtime.
Some organise and run the year councils and many others are involved in the wide range of
student committees. These include the student leadership team and pastoral team, the sixth
form executive, made up of the head boy and girl and the senior pastoral prefects, a
hospitality committee, marketing committee and Connexions liaison team. The members of
the pastoral team play a major role in the main school, with year prefects running the year
councils and representing the views of younger pupils. A recently formed group of ‘guardian
angels’ now takes on the responsibility of ensuring that the common room is used sensibly
and others organise social events for their peers. All these elements combine to produce a
very harmonious environment in the sixth form.

Students generally have a high profile in the school. They are very good role models for
younger pupils and excellent ambassadors for the school in the wider community where many
perform community service, for example in primary schools and a local nursing home. By
taking these opportunities, students develop into mature and self-assured young adults. They
value highly all that the school does for them, and the high regard in which most hold their
teachers promotes a feeling that they want to do well for them and gain their approval.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL

The quality of education provided by the school is very good because teaching and learning,
support and guidance, and the curriculum are very effective and promote very good achievement.
There are no major shortcomings in provision other than some unsatisfactory aspects of the
accommodation. Excellent links with other schools and colleges enhance provision as does the
very good range of extra-curricular activities that not only contribute well to the standards attained
but also to pupils’ enjoyment of school life. Links with the community are very good.

Teaching and learning

Teaching and learning are very good throughout the school and in the sixth form. Good use is
made of assessment information to help to maintain and further raise standards.

Main strengths and weaknesses
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e The school has successfully created an ethos in which there is a continuous search to improve
the quality of learning.

e Teachers’ very good command of their subjects and very effective lesson planning are major
factors in pupils’ and students’ enthusiasm for learning.

e Very good relationships and teachers' high expectations help pupils of all abilities to make very
good progress.

e The principles of the National Key Stage 3 Strategy are applied effectively in all years.

e Assessment is used effectively to reinforce learning, but in a few subjects marking does not give
pupils and students enough guidance on how to improve the quality of their work.

e Very good teaching in the sixth form leads to the generally very good standards in external
examinations.

Commentary

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection in 139 lessons

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor Very Poor

11 (8%) 50 (36%) 60 (43%) 13 (9%) 5 (4%) 0 0

The table gives the number of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about lessons; figures in
brackets show percentages where 30 or more lessons are seen.

Main school

17. Considerable emphasis has been placed on the development of teaching and learning over
recent years and the sharing of ideas of how to make learning more effective is becoming an
established part of the culture of the school. This, allied to consistent monitoring by senior
and middle managers, has led to an improvement since the last inspection. At the last
inspection the overall quality of teaching and learning was judged to be good. It is now very
good and having a significant impact on achievement. At the time of the last inspection the
quality of teaching was very good or better in about one in three lessons, it is now very good
or better in just under a half of all lessons. Pupils and parents value the sense of purpose
conveyed by well taught lessons and thorough assessment.

18. The school's commitment to identifying and promoting teaching strategies that encourage
active learning is a policy that is rigorously pursued at all levels. A school focus on learning is
maintained through regular review within departments. The practice of teachers observing
one another's work in the classroom is well established, as is the sharing of ideas to improve
teaching and learning. This evaluative approach to teaching complements teachers' very
good knowledge and enthusiasm for their subjects and creates a very positive atmosphere for
learning.

19. A particular strength of much of the best teaching is the way in which teachers use their
subject expertise to plan lessons that build new ideas systematically while providing
considerable challenge. In these lessons pupils respond well to teachers’ high expectations
by trying their hardest and contributing to class discussions. Teachers use a variety of
methods to explain new ideas and to ensure they are fully understood. These were strong
features of the excellent lessons seen in English, science, history, religious education and
physical education. Most teachers exert firm but friendly control of their classes, resulting in a
productive working atmosphere in which learning can thrive. By contrast, teaching in a small
number of lessons, mostly in Years 7 to 9, suffers because teachers do not exert enough
control or plan learning activities that engage pupils sufficiently. These lessons are often
linked to temporary teachers.

20. The emphasis on the process of learning is evident in the way in which teachers plan their

lessons and ensure that learning objectives are prominently displayed so that pupils can see
where they are headed. The structures of the National Secondary Strategy are put to good
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

use in all years and help to focus pupils’ minds on the learning ahead. The purpose of the
lesson is explained and, in the best teaching, is returned to at the end as a means of helping
pupils to evaluate the learning that has taken place and the progress that they have made.
Resources are used imaginatively; however, in a few subjects not enough use is made of ICT
to make teaching more interesting and to support learning. Gifted and talented pupils benefit
from the enthusiasm and generally high level of expectations available to all pupils and are
also offered a good range of enrichment activities.

The teaching of pupils with special educational needs is very good as a result of high quality
communication about these pupils’ learning difficulties. The well-established practice of every
teacher who teaches a pupil with a statement of special educational need contributing to their
individual support and inclusion plans, encourages them to identify the best approaches to
meeting these pupils’ needs. To aid this, teachers have expert support from the special
educational needs co-ordinator for planning as well as close monitoring of the success of their
strategies. In addition, the special educational needs co-ordinator’s leading role in teaching
English and mathematics to lower-attaining groups makes a substantial contribution to their
very good progress. Pupils with special needs also receive very good support from a team of
very well qualified and experienced teaching assistants. This also underpins the progress
these pupils are making.

Procedures for assessing pupils' attainment and progress are good. The school makes
systematic use of a wide range of data from a variety of sources to monitor progress and set
targets for improvement. Teachers mark work regularly but there is some variation in the
quality of assessment information available to pupils. In English, religious education and
physical education, the very good quality of teachers’ marking of pupils’ work, by which
strengths and weaknesses are noted and targets for improvement are set, contributes
significantly to the very good progress pupils make. In geography, history, modern languages
and physical education assessment of this quality is more often seen in Years 10 and 11 than
in Years 7 to 9. In citizenship, the school does not at present assess and record pupils'
progress and achievement in the subject at the end of Year 9. Good progress is being made
with the implementation of the assessment for learning strand of the National Strategy. This
places emphasis on familiarising pupils with the relevant assessment criteria so that they are
able to evaluate their own and their peers' work as a precursor to raising achievement. Very
good assessment practice in, for example, English and religious education, is being shared
with other subjects.

The sharing of good practice reflects the impact that the senior leadership team has had on
the quality of teaching and learning. Professional development activities, supported by the
systematic sharing of good practice, are contributing greatly to the continuing improvement in
teaching and learning.

Sixth form

As in the main school, teaching and learning overall are very good. No teaching observed
during the inspection was less than satisfactory and examples of excellence were seen in
chemistry, mathematics, physics, religious education and sociology. Particular strengths in
teaching are the very good subject knowledge, which means that students have confidence in
their teachers, the encouragement for students to be independent learners in most subjects,
and the very good relationships that exist between teachers and students. This establishes a
very good climate for learning, one in which students feel able to take risks and to make
mistakes, fostering very good learning in most lessons.

Teachers’ very good questioning techniques and the high level of challenge in most lessons
help students to deepen their understanding. Careful monitoring of the subjects that are
taught on-line through distance learning materials and video conferencing has led to a change
in provision for Year 13 sociology students to a more conventional approach. This is evidence
of the way in which teaching is matched well to the needs of different groups of students.
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26.

Good assessment procedures in most subjects mean that teachers have a thorough
understanding of students’ achievement and students on the whole are enabled to recognise
how to improve their work. There is very good use of focused marking and assessment in
English where students are given individual feedback after written assignments.

The curriculum

The school provides a very good curriculum. Enrichment through extra-curricular activities is very
good. Good resources and accommodation support learning. The match of teaching and support
staff to the curriculum is very good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

27.

28.

29.

The range of subjects provides well for the aspirations of pupils and their parents.

The curriculum provides very good learning opportunities for pupils with special educational
needs.

The school plans to extend the range of vocational courses, which is currently limited.

Pupils benefit from very good careers guidance and a very good personal development and
citizenship programme.

The wide range of extra-curricular activities enriches the experiences of large numbers of pupils
and students.

The structure of the timetable does not promote continuity in teaching and learning in some
subjects.

The sixth form curriculum provides a very good range of advanced courses.

Commentary
Main school

The school provides a largely academic curriculum, which is responsive to the aspirations of
pupils and their parents. The curriculum is designed to provide all pupils with equal
opportunities and successfully promotes very good achievement. Within this provision, the
school has extended the range of courses available in Years 10 and 11, for example by
extending the range of GCSE options to include dance, a second modern foreign language,
business studies and an ICT course that is taught after school, but there are few vocationally
oriented courses. The school has made several attempts to launch more vocationally
orientated courses, but these have been unsuccessful because of low take up. This reflects
parents’ and pupils’ priorities. However, because arrangements for review and consultation
by governors and senior managers are very thorough, this weakness has been recognised
and there is a firm commitment to extend the currently narrow range of vocational choices.

Curricular links with primary schools are strong in several subjects, notably in science,
mathematics and physical education. Progression in most subjects is well supported by
effective schemes of work, which have successfully integrated national initiatives such as the
Key Stage 3 Strategy and assessment for learning, to raise achievement. There were no key
issues arising from the last inspection, but the minor points raised for consideration have
largely been rectified, notably in religious education, and in the provision of resources for ICT.
Because of the structure of the two-week timetable, lessons in several subjects are bunched
together on one or two days with large gaps in between, and classes often shared between
two teachers. Although there are no indications that this is having an adverse effect on
standards, it does have an adverse impact on continuity in learning. The school has
recognised this weakness and has firm plans to restructure the timetable for the next school
year.

Arrangements for careers advice and work experience are good. Careers education begins in

Year 7 and is an integral and well-established part of the very good personal and social
development programme. Work experience is provided for all pupils in Year 10. Pupils learn

Holmes Chapel Comprehensive School - 21



30.

31.

32.

33.

to write letters of application and receive training for interviews. Pupils benefit from the
school’s well-established links with several large local industries. This is a strong platform for
developing work related learning. Together with the good advice they receive on courses
available in Years 10 and 12, this represents a good level of preparation for later stages of
education or employment.

The school provides a very wide range of enrichment opportunities, which involve a high
proportion of pupils and contribute significantly to the standards they achieve. Opportunities
to participate in the arts are very good with music and drama particular strengths. Extra-
curricular sporting activities are also a significant strength. The school has received the
Sportsmark Gold award for a second time in national recognition of its outstanding physical
education enrichment programme. Within this programme opportunities for girls have been
enhanced and older students make contributions to coaching and the organisation of
competitions. The school makes very good provision for gifted and talented pupils. Many
pupils take advantage of the wide range of enrichment activities that the school provides and
standards are high. These activities are interwoven with the curriculum and are viewed by all
as an integral part of the learning opportunities that the school provides. There are extensive
opportunities for pupils to improve their learning or develop their own particular interests
through lunchtime and after-school booster classes and clubs. A wide range of field trips,
sports tours and educational visits both locally and abroad involves a good proportion of pupils
and enhances provision.

Curriculum provision for pupils with special educational needs is very good. The effective co-
ordination of this provision ensures all have access to the very good learning opportunities
provided by the school. This is achieved by placing the emphasis on pupils with special
needs being taught in mainstream lessons. Pupils are grouped so that those with the most
significant needs are taught in smaller classes where they get closer attention and support
from the learning support team. Outside lessons, pupils with special educational needs use
the learning support room and its adjacent computer room to work independently. The
homework club at the end of each day is well attended and support staff are on hand to help
pupils. A large number of Year 11 pupils are enthusiastic learning partners to a selected
group of Year 7 pupils in a regular lunchtime spelling workshop. Activities are planned well so
that over time the Year 7 pupils learn to spell increasingly difficult words. This workshop
succeeds not only in improving pupils’ literacy but also in being a great confidence booster.

The match of the teachers to the demands of the curriculum is very good and the school is
well staffed by teachers who have a wide range of relevant experience and subject expertise.
The school does not have any significant difficulties in recruiting high quality applicants to
vacant posts. The headteacher and governors place a high priority on recruiting very
competent staff and are prepared to leave vacancies unfilled until a suitable permanent
appointment can be made. There are no indications that this policy has an adverse effect on
the standards achieved by the pupils. Teaching and learning are well supported by the
effective deployment of special needs support staff and technicians. The resource centre and
library staff also provide good opportunities for pupils to extend their learning. The
administrative and site management teams make important contributions to the smooth
running of the school. Resources for learning, including ICT equipment, are good overall and
support the teaching of the curriculum well. Improved funding through the Science College
has enhanced resources and provided additional clerical support for teachers of science and
mathematics so that they are able to spend more time with pupils and less time on routine
administrative tasks.

The school accommodation is good overall and significantly improved since the last
inspection. The site is well managed and maintained and, despite the age of some areas,
provides a clean and safe environment. The accommodation for teaching the curriculum
provides most subjects with suited rooms and space for administration and storage. The new
purpose-built accommodation in mathematics, science and music, despite some deficiencies
in soundproofing in the latter, is very good. That for most other subjects is good, though some
rooms in art and modern foreign languages are too small to cope with large classes.
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34.

35.

36.

However, despite the best efforts of the school, there are still significant inadequacies in the
accommodation and these have adverse effects on pupils’ learning. The school has few
internal corridors or covered walkways and conditions can be most unpleasant when pupils
move between lessons in adverse weather conditions. In these circumstance pupils may be
uncomfortable when they arrive in lessons and not best prepared to engage in the learning
activities. The school dining room is too small for a school of this size, as is the school library.
The accommodation for history is unsuitable because one classroom provides the only means
of access to the other. The sports hall provides a very good facility but outdoor activities are
frequently prevented by the poorly drained playing fields.

Sixth form

There is a very good range of academic courses, comprising 29 AS and A-level courses,
including some less conventional subjects such as music technology, performing arts and
media studies, and law and sociology which are studied on-line through distance learning and
video conferencing. This does mean that some subjects run with very small numbers but this
is compensated for by reduced teaching time to improve cost effectiveness. There are, on the
other hand, few opportunities for those students for whom academic studies are inappropriate.
The school, however, is actively looking at how the range of courses can be extended in the
future throughout Years 10 to 13 to provide for those students who would prefer to continue
their education at the school they are familiar with and comfortable in. Statutory requirements
for religious education are not currently met, although the head of sixth form is actively
considering ways in which this situation can be rectified next year.

There are excellent enrichment opportunities to help students to become responsible and
well-rounded young adults. The Thursday afternoon session offers a wide range of courses
that enable students to follow interests beyond the bounds of their AS and A-level subjects.
The current options are art for pleasure, film appreciation, creative writing, ICT skills, language
and media, The ‘Real World' (discussions about topical and relevant issues), road user
education and fitness training. In addition to these there are opportunities for students to
become involved in community service such as working in primary schools or in a local
nursing home, a particularly useful option for students considering medicine as a career.

Accommodation for the sixth form has been much improved since the last inspection. The
common room and dedicated sixth form teaching rooms offer very good facilities for social
contact and private study. The sixth form library, however, is much too small for the growing
numbers of students in Years 12 and 13.

Care, guidance and support

Welfare, care and health and safety arrangements are very good. The school provides pupils with
very good support, advice and guidance and involves them well in its work and development.

Main strengths and weaknesses

Pupils and students are very well looked after during the school day.

Teachers provide very good academic and personal support and guidance.

Pupils receive very good advice and comprehensive information about their options for Year 10
and the sixth form.

Induction procedures are thorough and sensitive to pupils’ needs.

The school encourages pupils and students to voice their views and acts upon them whenever it
can.

The guidance offered to sixth form students about continuing education and career options is
very effective. The vast majority of students go on to higher education.

Commentary
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37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

Main school

Members of staff work closely to ensure that pupils receive very good personal care and
support. This is a very caring school where tutors and heads of year know pupils well and are
quick to recognise their needs. Pupils are very positive about their school because they feel
well supported and cared for. Bullying is not an issue because incidents are usually minor
and dealt with very effectively. The heads of year work closely with tutors, the special
educational needs co-ordinator and parents to ensure that all pupils who are experiencing
particular difficulties are supported. Child protection, medical and health and safety
procedures are thorough; members of staff are appropriately trained and they fully understand
their responsibilities.

During discussions, pupils say they know how well they are doing in their work and
understand what they have to do in order to improve. Pupils say that their teachers are
approachable and that they would feel able to ask for extra help, should the need arise. A
central part of the formal monitoring procedures is the annual review day. On this occasion,
each pupil reflects upon their teachers’ comments and works with their form tutor to identify
three general targets for improvement. Pupils are very conscientious and they regularly refer
to these targets during lessons. The system is very effective and forms the basis for pupils’
very good progress in their learning and the well above average standard of their work. There
is a very good range of revision classes and underachieving pupils may receive individual
support from their assigned learning mentor. This ensures that these pupils are helped to
achieve as well as they possibly can. The learning support team also provides very good
support for pupils with special educational needs. All members of staff are familiar with their
needs and competent learning support assistants support them well during lessons.

Pupils receive detailed information about the courses they can follow in Years 10, 11 and the
sixth form. Very good links with the further education colleges and the world of industry and
commerce significantly enrich the curriculum and pupils’ breadth of experience. Year 10
pupils undertake work experience placements and these provide a valuable insight into the
world of work.

Transfer arrangements are very well planned and sensitive to pupils’ individual needs.
Members of staff visit most of the contributing primary schools and pupils also attend two
summer term transfer days. During this time, they undertake ‘taster’ lessons and get to know
their new teachers and each other. Arrangements for supporting pupils who enter the school
at times other than the start of Year 7, when most pupils join, are carefully planned and
provide effective support.

Pupils are pleased with the way in which the school seeks and responds to their opinions and
suggestions. Although there are no regular questionnaires, pupils can express their views
through the year and school councils. They decide upon their chosen charity and suggest
ways in which they can raise money by, for example, organising non-uniform days. Pupils
also contribute to the Holmes Chapel Community Action Safety Team.

Sixth form

Students are offered very good guidance and support from the beginning of Year 11 regarding
the choices available to them in Year 12 and beyond. This support continues throughout their
time in the sixth form. Tutors play an important role in students’ progress throughout the sixth
form and this role has been enhanced in Year 12 by the new head of sixth form. This
improvement was observed in the differing effectiveness of the use of the time that tutors
spend with their groups before morning and afternoon lessons. Tutor time observed during
the inspection in the Year 12 groups was judged to be a much more fruitful experience than in
the Year 13 groups. Last year, after canvassing students’ views, the school responded very
positively to the reservations that students expressed about the Year 11 to Year 12 transfer
procedures and about careers and higher education guidance. Major changes have been
made to the Year 11 programme, including the addition of sixth form taster days, and a sixth
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form team with responsibility for liaising with the Connexions advisor has been established.
Current sixth form students agree that these innovations have resulted in much improved
provision.

43. The introduction of review days, when progress and achievement are discussed on an
individual basis, ensures that sixth form students are given good information about their
progress and fully involved in target setting.

44. The few students with special educational needs are given continuing support by the learning
support department, particularly in the provision of additional examination time and a
protected and supportive environment for sitting examination papers.

45. Students’ involvement in school life is outstanding. There are many opportunities for them to
take responsibility, including assisting staff with lunchtime supervision, helping in main school
lessons, and running the year councils. Their views are regularly sought and responded to by
the head of sixth form and her team of tutors. For instance, last term students voiced concern
about their ability to deal with large numbers of younger pupils in the dining rooms. In
response, they were given very good training by the pastoral co-ordinator, the head of sixth
form and the sixth form tutor team, which resulted in more students volunteering to participate
in the scheme because they felt more confident.

Partnership with parents, other schools and the community

The school’s links with parents and the community are very good. Links with other schools and
colleges are excellent.

Main strengths and weaknesses

e Extensive links with other schools and further education colleges enrich the curriculum and
support pupils’ achievement most effectively.

e Strong links with the community and local businesses enhance pupils’ personal development
very well.

¢ Parents are very well informed about school life and their children’s progress.

e Parents provide very good support for their children’s learning.

o Sixth form students are excellent ambassadors for the school in the local community.

Commentary
Main school

46. Becoming a Science College has had a very positive impact on links with other schools and
colleges. Strong curricular links help to ensure that incoming pupils are very well prepared for
their transfer at the end of Year 6. For example, teachers undertake reciprocal visits to
observe lessons and to share their expertise; links are especially strong in science,
mathematics, physical education and music. Training is provided for primary teachers and
partner schools receive specialist equipment that helps Year 6 pupils to develop skills such as
data logging. Pupils in Years 5 and 6 also visit for science lessons and these opportunities
help them to become familiar with the school before they move up. Year 6 pupils have
attended literacy and numeracy activities in the summer term and many participate in
numerous sporting events. These diverse activities combine to help incoming pupils to
become more familiar with the school and help to raise standards at the start of Year 7.
Opportunities for pupils to participate with other bodies such as universities and industry have
also been strengthened. Links with universities and industry are providing opportunities for
curriculum enrichment such as, for example, master classes for gifted and talented pupils.
Pupils also benefit from the school’s activities as a Training School. Teaching and learning
are enhanced through the development and sharing of good initial teacher training practice
with other schools and their training providers.
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47.

48.

49.

The school is a respected focal point for the local community. The adjacent leisure centre is
used extensively for physical education and adult afternoon and evening classes make good
use of the music and computing facilities. Pupils regularly participate in local organisations
and events. Musical links are especially strong and pupils take part in the Mayor’s Christmas
Concert. Pupils visit local chemical and pharmaceutical firms; these opportunities significantly
contribute to pupils’ learning and add colour and interest to everyday school life.

Parents strongly support the work of the school and there is little they would like to change.
They ensure that their children attend regularly and that they arrive in a good frame of mind for
learning. The Friends’ Association raises significant sums of money that are used to provide
additional resources and learning opportunities. In addition, parents help to organise
information meetings, which provide guidance on how parents can support their children at
home. One in five of those who returned their questionnaires expressed concern about the
information provided about their children’s progress. Inspectors disagree; pupils’ annual
reports provide a very good picture of how their children are getting along and parents are
fully informed about their targets. Parents of pupils with special educational needs are also
kept very well informed of their children’s progress and personal development.

Sixth form

Sixth form links with the community are excellent. These are two-way and include community
service and the use of representatives from the community such as the police, magistrates
and charities to contribute to the sixth form curriculum. Links with other schools and higher
education are highly effective, especially through the school’s status as a leading Training
School for initial teacher training. Students participate in the South Cheshire ‘Student Voice’
conferences and plans to develop video conferencing with another local school are at an
advanced stage. Governors who represent the local community confirm that the behaviour of
sixth form students in the village at lunchtime is generally well regarded by local residents.

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

Leadership and management of the school are very good. The leadership of the headteacher is
excellent and that of other key staff very good. The management of the school is very good. The
school makes excellent use of evaluation information to identify strengths and tackle weaknesses.
Governance of the school is very good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

50.

The headteacher provides a very strong driving force for continuous improvement.

Senior managers are very effective and ensure that the processes of evaluation and review are
sharply focused and demanding.

Governors take a strong strategic role and provide the school with very good support.

Subject leadership is good or very good in almost all subjects. It is outstanding in music,
religious education and physical education.

The new head of sixth form provides excellent leadership and management.

Commentary
Main school

The headteacher provides a clear vision for the future development of the school as an
ambitious, imaginative and outward looking institution. This is reflected in the rising
standards, the achievement of Science College status and the school’s designation as a
Training School. Training Schools form an important part of the Government’s plans to raise
standards in education and are selected because they demonstrate outstanding practice in
initial teacher training and the continuing training of the whole-school workforce.
Developments such as these, allied to very effective procedures for monitoring and evaluating
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51.

52.

53.

54.

the work of the school, are having a significant impact on the quality of education the school
provides. This clear commitment to ensuring the highest possible standards in all areas of the
school’s work is shared by the highly experienced deputy headteacher and other senior
managers. They ensure that performance and other management information are analysed
systematically and used effectively as part of the procedures for reviewing work in subjects.
Because of this the school has a very clear picture of its strengths and is able to plan
effectively to tackle weaknesses. Among the many strengths of the school is the willingness
not only to share its expertise with other schools, as in its Science College activities for
example, but also to identify, adapt and apply good practice from a range of outside sources
in order to ensure continued improvement. Other key staff share the headteacher’s vision and
work hard in their own areas of responsibility to achieve the school’s targets. Excellent
subject leadership in music, religious education and physical education, and good or very
good in almost all other subjects, is having a significant impact on provision. Subject
leadership in citizenship is satisfactory. Although there are many strengths in provision for
citizenship, there are weaknesses in the assessment, recording and reporting of standards.

The management of the school is very good. There were no key issues arising from the last
inspection report. A number of minor points were recommended for inclusion in the
governors’ post-inspection action plan. Almost all of these have been tackled successfully.
The outstanding points generally relate to difficulties of access to and use of ICT. This
situation will significantly improve with the imminent opening of additional computer suites.
Performance management is fully implemented and the school has been designated a lead
school in workforce remodelling. A comprehensive assessment database has been
established and very good use is made of this information to set targets and to monitor
progress. The school improvement plan is comprehensive, contains appropriate targets and
is closely linked to department plans. Planning for improvement in subject departments is
generally good at all levels. Very good management of special educational needs enables
staff to work very well together to ensure that provision is very good.

The school’s financial management is excellent. Best value for money is sought both in
purchasing goods and services and in educational outcomes. The application of these
principles is clearly seen in the financial arrangements for the building of the sixth form block
and in the purchasing of desks and equipment for the new computer suites. All of the school’s
income is spent for the intended purposes. Given that the school is very effective and runs at
below average costs it provides excellent value for money.

Governors are very supportive of the school and carry out almost all of their statutory duties
well. The only breach of statutory requirements is with regard to the provision of religious
education in the sixth form. This weakness has been identified and is in the process of being
tackled by the head of the sixth form. Governors have a very strong commitment to inclusion
and are keen to ensure that the school provides equally well for pupils of all attainment levels
and from all backgrounds. The school has an appropriate race equality policy and all equality
issues are carefully monitored. Governors work closely with the school and have a good
understanding of the school’s strengths and weaknesses. Governors monitor the budget with
care and as a result expenditure is targeted according to priorities in the school improvement
plan.

Sixth form

Leadership and management of the sixth form are outstanding. The new head of sixth form,
despite having other whole-school responsibilities, has vision, compassion, energy and clear
priorities for the further development of the sixth form. She is using her first year in post to set
up systems to ensure the smooth running of the sixth form and improve further the already
very good guidance and support. Her priority then will be to improve the monitoring of sixth
form teaching and learning. Her membership of the school leadership team means that sixth
form concerns are dealt with at a high level. The sixth form is seen as an integral part of the
school with students acting as role models for younger pupils and having an important role to
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55.

play in the running of the main school. Students’ views are actively canvassed on a range of
matters and their opinions taken into consideration when strategic decisions are being made.

Assessment information is used effectively to monitor students’ progress through their two
years in school and examination results are analysed to identify where improvements in
provision are needed. The leadership and management of most sixth form courses are very
good and excellent in physical education, although there are some weaknesses in the
management of theatre studies. Here, however, senior leaders recognise the problems and
are providing additional support to improve the situation.

Financial information

Financial information for the year April 2003 to March 2004

Income and expenditure (£) Balances (£)
Total income 3,765,440 Balance from previous year 262,772
Total expenditure 3,791,552 Balance carried forward to the | 236,660
next
Expenditure per pupil 3,329

56.

WORK RELATED LEARNING
What is the effectiveness of work related learning?

The school meets the statutory requirement for the provision of work related learning (WRL).
Through a well planned two-week experience in Year 10, all pupils are helped to increase
their knowledge and understanding of the work place. Preparation for this is very thorough
and pupils keep records, which are used in Year 11 to enable pupils to share and learn from
different work experiences. The school provides very good careers education and through
close links with local businesses, the Connexions partner and a well stocked careers library,
pupils are provided with a good deal of relevant information about working life. The recently
appointed WRL co-ordinator is providing effective leadership and management, and there are
firm plans to complete a full audit of the contributions of all subjects to WRL. This will enable
the school to assess the impact of WRL on pupils’ achievement. The school intends to extend
WRL opportunities by extending the range of vocational courses.
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PART C: THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION IN SUBJECTS AND COURSES
SUBJECTS AND COURSES IN KEY STAGES 3 AND 4

ENGLISH AND MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

English

Provision in English is very good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

Achievement is very good and standards are well above average.

Very effective use is made of assessment to set targets for pupils’ achievement.
Subject leadership is very good.

In a few lessons the work does not always match the needs of all pupils.

Not enough use is made of ICT to support teaching and learning.

Commentary

57. Results in the 2004 National Curriculum tests, taken at the end of Year 9, were well above
average. They were also above the average for similar schools. The percentage of pupils
whose attainment was at the higher levels was also well above average. National Curriculum
test results show a steadily rising trend and at a faster rate than nationally. GCSE results in
2004 were also well above average both for the percentage of pupils obtaining A* to C grades
and for those obtaining the higher A* and A grades. These results were consistent with those
obtained in similar schools. The examination results in English literature were also well above
average. These results represent very good achievement for all groups of pupils, including
those with special educational needs and the very few for whom English is an additional
language.

58. Inspection evidence confirms that standards at the end of Year 9 are well above national
expectations. Pupils enter the school with above average attainment and they achieve very
well during Years 7 to 9 to reach these standards. Achievement is particularly good in the
development of higher-level skills of literary analysis, which provide a secure foundation for
further achievement during Years 10 and 11. Pupils also achieve very well in the ability to
match their style of writing and speaking to their audience and purpose. However, pupils at all
attainment levels demonstrate insecure or careless spelling when they enter the school and
many do not appreciate its importance. Some lower-attaining pupils in Year 7 have difficulty
in understanding the way in which sounds are used to build words and as a result find it
difficult to check their spelling. By the end of Year 9 the spelling of basic vocabulary is more
secure.

59. Inspection evidence also confirms that standards are well above course expectations in the
current Year 11. In Years 10 and 11, all groups of pupils build on the very good progress they
have made earlier in the school and are able to meet the considerably increased demands of
the GCSE examination. Pupils develop further the skills of close analysis of both literary and
non-literary texts and show an increasingly thoughtful and well-informed response to literature.
They improve the quality of their writing by matching this to their intended audience and
purpose. Lower-attaining pupils make very good progress in the use of planning to structure a
logical sequence of ideas in their writing.

60. The overall quality of teaching and learning is very good, with teaching seen in lessons
ranging from satisfactory to excellent. The impact of teaching is considerably enhanced by
the consistency and quality of the way in which teachers apply the department’s procedures
for assessment. This has a significant impact on pupils’ achievement. Marking is very good
because it gives clear advice on what pupils need to do in order to improve, as well as
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61.

62.

63.

acknowledging the progress that pupils have already made. Teachers make very good use of
target setting and involve pupils in the target setting process. Because of this there is a high
level of awareness among pupils of how well they are doing and where improvements need to
be made.

Nearly all teaching is appropriately challenging and inspires interest so that pupils generally
try hard and put much thought into their work. Teachers make good use of questioning to
make pupils think hard and extend their understanding. There are good opportunities for
pupils to take part in class discussion and small group and paired work, so that they make
progress from hearing the ideas of others. This also promotes their personal development as
they learn to work in collaboration with others. In the few less successful lessons, learning
activities were not well planned to meet the needs pupils of different attainment levels. On
these occasions, some pupils found the work too difficult or confusing and did not make
enough progress.

The leadership of the subject is very good and the management is good. There is a shared
ethos of high expectations and a strong sense of teamwork. There are very good procedures
for the assessment of pupils’ work and target setting and these are applied and monitored
regularly. The quality of teaching and the thoroughness with which teachers cover the
curriculum are also regularly monitored and findings from this are being fed into the
development of the schemes of work and teaching plans. There is a programme of frequent
theatre visits which is appreciated by pupils and which enhances both their response to
literature and their more general cultural development. In a situation where pupils are taught
in groups covering a wide range of ability there is no written policy for teachers on ways in
which they could plan lessons to meet the needs of all pupils, and there is no mention of this
in the developing schemes of work. There is little evidence of pupils being given the
opportunity to develop and use their ICT skills in English lessons. This was identified as a
weakness in the last inspection report. Nevertheless, consistently rising standards indicate
that there has been good improvement since the last inspection and the potential for further
improvement is very good.

Language and literacy across the curriculum

Pupils’ literacy skills in other subjects of the curriculum are good. In most subjects pupils
record their knowledge and understanding clearly, and in some subjects, for example
geography, they match their style to the requirements of their assignments. In art pupils use
their sketchbooks to write evaluations of their own work, which enhances progress. They also
write more personal pieces effectively, for example their response to the work of William
Morris. In design and technology writing is well matched to its purpose. However, in a
number of subjects pupils’ grammar and especially spelling, are frequently inaccurate. In
most subjects pupils speak and listen well, and make good progress by exchanging ideas with
others. However, in some subjects pupils lack enough confidence to speak in any detail and
are sometimes rather diffident about making oral contributions. There is a school literacy
policy and teachers have received appropriate training in teaching literacy skills alongside
their own subjects. However, in a few subjects teachers do not consistently mark errors in
grammar or spelling and do not always emphasise the importance of accuracy. While some
subjects offer appropriate support to pupils to enable them to improve their written work this
does not happen in all subjects.
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Modern foreign languages

Provision in modern foreign languages is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

64.

65.

66.

67.

GCSE results in 2004 improved but were below average in French and German. However,
current standards are above average.

Good teaching stimulates enjoyment in learning and positive attitudes. Substantial numbers
continue to study languages in Years 10 and 11.

Very good leadership and management encourage a committed team of teachers to focus on
raising standards.

Marking in Years 7 to 9 does not give pupils enough guidance on how to improve.

Visits and exchanges abroad contribute significantly to pupils’ linguistic, social and cultural
development.

Commentary

Teachers’ assessments for 2004 show that pupils reached expected standards by the end of
Year 9. Girls did better than boys, in line with the national difference. At GCSE, results were
below average in French and well below in German. Girls did better than boys by more than
the national margin. Few gained the higher grades, A* and A. Recently pupils have done
worse in languages than in other subjects. These results should be seen in the light of the
school’s policy to enter the full cohort.

Inspection evidence shows standards are above expectations by the end of Year 9. Many
higher and average-attaining pupils have well developed comprehension skills. Most begin to
extend oral and written production of French and German by including tenses and opinions,
with increasing accuracy. Lower attainers need more support in all skills but convey meaning
and understand main points. Achievement is satisfactory for all pupils with little difference
between boys and girls. In Years 10 and 11, French and German are now optional, with
substantial numbers reaching above average standards and far more working at A* and A
grade standard. Achievement is good. Pupils speak and write at length to produce accounts
and descriptions. They begin to include more complex structures, and pronounce well. They
recall vocabulary sufficiently well to understand most of what they read and hear in extended
passages. In oral classwork and open-ended written tasks they begin to show more
independence of the teacher. Boys are generally well represented in upper sets, suggesting a
narrowing of the gap between boys and girls.

Teaching and learning are good. In general, teachers plan lessons well to include a range of
tasks, employing a good range of methods and organisations, such as pair and survey work.
They are beginning to apply ICT more effectively as a language-learning tool. Consequently
pupils enjoy their work and learn willingly. Work is usually well matched to their needs and
abilities. In the one unsatisfactory lesson, the work did not engage pupils’ interest and
behaviour deteriorated, preventing progress. However, attitudes and behaviour are generally
positive, and good relationships support learning well. Teachers have very good knowledge
of National Curriculum levels and GCSE criteria and use this to help pupils understand their
targets and progress. In Years 10 and 11, this is developed through constructive marking, but
this is conspicuously missing in Years 7 to 9, where little written comment is provided. Too
much use of English reduces the impact of teachers’ very good command of both languages.
Where French was used consistently, pupils were encouraged to achieve unexpectedly good
outcomes in very good lessons. Homework is used well to reinforce classwork and provide
extension opportunities.

Leadership and management are very good. Procedures for monitoring work, analysing

GCSE results and delegating responsibilities are very good, so that all staff are involved in
planning for improvement. The head of faculty has outstanding subject knowledge and has
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successfully integrated most aspects of new national initiatives into the schemes of work and
classroom practice. His enthusiasm conveys itself to colleagues and pupils, so that standards
have improved sharply after a difficult period. Subjects benefit from very good resources,
including effective foreign assistants for both languages. Accommodation is good, although
rooms are too cramped for large classes. Timetabling problems, criticised at the previous
inspection, have not been resolved, with too many classes shared between teachers. The
provision of established residential visits and exchanges boosts gifted pupils’ linguistic
confidence, as well as their social and cultural development. Despite a decline in results,
current standards and more consistently good teaching indicate good improvement since the
previous inspection, with very good capacity for further improvement.

MATHEMATICS

Provision in mathematics is very good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

68.

69.

70.

71.

Standards are well above average and continuing to rise.

Pupils’ achievement at the end of Years 9 and 11 is very good.

Subject leadership and management are very good.

Assessment information is used well to organise teaching groups, set pupils’ targets and to
monitor their progress.

Not enough use is made of ICT to support teaching and learning in Years 10 and 11.

Commentary

The end of Year 9, National Curriculum tests results in 2004 were well above average when
compared with all schools and above average when compared to schools in which pupils
attained similar standards at the end of Year 6. Results were also well above average at the
upper end of the attainment range with almost a half of pupils attaining Level 7 or above. The
2004 results continued the rising trend that has been established over recent years and
represent very good achievement when compared to standards on entry.

The 2004 GCSE examination results were well above the average and also above when
compared with similar schools. There was no significant difference in the performance by girls
and boys. The 2004 results, although slightly below those obtained in 2003, met the school’s
target and this represented very good achievement for the year group.

Inspection evidence indicates that standards in Year 9 are continuing to rise and standards
are well above national expectations. This is because of the successful implementation of the
National Strategy for mathematics, which is leading to a higher proportion of pupils achieving
the higher Levels 7 and 8. Achievement at the end of Year 11 is also very good with an
increasing proportion of pupils achieving the highest GCSE grades. This is because they are
offered a high level of challenge in lessons and their progress is monitored closely. Pupils
with special educational needs and the few with minority ethnic backgrounds are achieving
very well because of very good teaching. There is no significant difference between the
achievement of boys and girls.

The quality of teaching and learning is very good and improved since the last inspection.
Teachers have high expectations and time is used productively. Because teachers have very
good subject knowledge and experience of test and examination requirements, pupils know
what they have to do in order to achieve the best possible grades. Lesson planning is good
with clear learning objectives. Teachers make very effective use of data projectors to
stimulate and engage pupils in learning. In many lessons pupils’ numerical skills are practised
through planned mental arithmetic activities. As a result pupils competently use these skills in
other subjects. However, pupils in Years 10 and 11 do not have enough access to ICT to
support their learning. The marking of pupils’ work is consistently undertaken and offers
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72.

73.

pupils clear advice on how to improve. Pupils’ progress in Years 7 to 9 is monitored through
regular testing and assessments in relation to National Curriculum levels. In Years 10 and 11
monitoring is linked closely to pupils’ predicted GCSE grades.

Leadership and management of mathematics are very good. The head of department offers
outstanding guidance and support to all colleagues, especially newly qualified teachers. The
department makes detailed analyses of pupils’ progress and this information is used
effectively to organise pupil groupings, to set targets and monitor the progress of individuals
and groups. There is a conscientious team of teachers who are committed to improving their
own professional skills and knowledge of mathematics. Departmental self-review is rigorous
and areas for development are identified in a detailed subject improvement plan. The
department makes very good provision for gifted and talented pupils. There are opportunities
for enrichment through entry to the UK mathematics challenge and a weekly mathematics
workshop offers pupils time to consolidate their learning. The subject has made very good
progress since the last inspection report. It is well aware of what it needs to do to improve
further.

Mathematics across the curriculum

Standards of numeracy are very good. The work done in mathematics gives pupils
confidence to apply their knowledge in other subjects. Pupils have a good command of
number facts and are able to tackle numerical calculations in different situations. There is, for
example, good interpretation of data and good graphing techniques in design and technology,
geography and ICT. In physical education pupils measure, record and analyse information
relating to heart rate following exercise.

SCIENCE

Provision in science is excellent

Main strengths and weaknesses

74.

75.

76.

Standards are well above average at the end of Years 9 and 11.
As a result of very good teaching, achievement is very good.
Attitudes and behaviour are very good.

The leadership of the new head of faculty is very good.

There are no significant areas for improvement.

Commentary

The achievement of Science College status has had an excellent impact upon the provision
for science both within the school and for other local schools. In 2004, the end of Year 9
National Curriculum test results were well above average with little difference between boys’
and girls’ results. When compared with similar schools, results were also well above average.
Science results were similar to those for English and mathematics. Teachers accurately
assessed the attainment of pupils in Year 9. Achievement relative to attainment on entry to
the school was very good. Since the last inspection, results have improved at a rate which
was higher than average.

GCSE examination results, in 2004, were well above average, and were similar to those for
English and mathematics. Girls’ and boys’ results were similar overall, but at the higher A*
and A grades, girls’ results were better than those for boys. Achievement relative to
attainment at the end of Year 9 was very good.

As a result of very good teaching, pupils currently in the school are making very good gains in

their knowledge, skills and understanding in science. Standards, overall, are well above
average and high for higher-attaining pupils. For example, by the end of Year 9, higher-
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77.

78.

79.

attaining pupils can write balanced chemical equations and have a good understanding of how
energy is dissipated during energy transfers. Although their attainment is still average, lower-
attaining pupils are less secure. They are, for example, less confident in writing equations.
Higher-attaining pupils in Year 11 have a very good understanding of the factors that affect
the rate of chemical reactions and understand the process of osmosis in the absorption of
water by plant roots. Lower-attaining pupils, however, whilst often still achieving average
standards, are less secure in their knowledge and understanding. Overall, pupils throughout
the school, achieve very well and make very good progress. Whilst the standards of
numeracy are very good, the standards of literacy, particularly written work, are, overall,
satisfactory.

Teaching is very good and occasionally excellent. Only one unsatisfactory lesson was
observed. The principal features of teaching were the use of very good subject knowledge by
teachers, their high expectations of pupils, very good well-focused planning and, in most
lessons, a range of methods which provide a high level of stimulus. As a result pupils learn
very well and make very good progress. In the least effective lessons, pupils were
insufficiently engaged because the learning activities did not captivate their interest.
Homework, including very good extended project work, is used effectively to extend and
consolidate work done in lessons.

Assessment is very good, and used effectively to monitor the progress of pupils and guide
lesson and curriculum planning. Although the day-to-day marking of books does not always
indicate how pupils could improve, project work is very thoroughly marked and provides pupils
with very good information about attainment, progress and how to improve performance. The
identification of appropriate learning objectives coupled with good support for pupils’ learning,
enables pupils, throughout the school, including those with special educational needs, to
make very good progress.

Subject leadership is very good and management is good. The new head of science has a
clear vision for the future development of the subject and this is reflected in very clear and
manageable development plans. A team of well-qualified and experienced teachers supports
the head of science. Resources, in terms of books and equipment, are very good, but there is
a need for more computers to support teaching and learning. The number and quality of
laboratories in the department is very good. Very good improvement has been made since
the last inspection and the capacity for continued improvement is also very good.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

Provision in information and communication technology (ICT) is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

80.

Significant improvements in resources have led to increased use of computers.

The National Strategy for ICT is being implemented effectively in Years 7 to 9.

Good leadership and management with clear lines of responsibility are promoting effective
teamwork.

GCSE results are below average because of a lack of curriculum time.

Commentary

Pupils’ standards on entry to the school are broadly in line with national expectations. The
transition unit from Year 6 to Year 7 ensures continuity between primary and secondary
school. Teachers’ assessments indicate that standards at the end of Year 9 are well above
average. Inspection evidence indicates that standards are above expectations rather than
well above. Nevertheless, these standards represent good achievement when standards on
entry are taken into account. Girls are generally attaining higher standards than boys. Pupils
generally have 50 per cent less curriculum time than pupils nationally. This has an adverse
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81.

82.

83.

84.

impact on continuity of learning and standards. Pupils with special educational needs are well
supported and able to match the expectations of their individual education plans. Pupils work
independently on the Internet to research topics. They have a good understanding of basic
communications and are able to use spreadsheets, databases and PowerPoint for
presentations.

In Years 10 and 11 there is no specific allocation of curriculum time for ICT. An Applied
(vocational) GCSE course is offered as an after-school activity to all pupils. The course uses
on-line materials with an emphasis on independent learning, supported by good guidance
from teachers. The number of pupils choosing to take the course has risen sharply over the
last three years. However, results are below average and affected by the after-school timing
of the course. Although pupils and parents sign an agreement to the after-school and
homework commitment, many pupils are not in regular attendance. The department have
conducted a review of the course and, taking account of pupils’ views, the GCSE course is to
be replaced by a Diploma in Digital Application, which is seen as more relevant to the needs
of the modern world. However, the course is to remain as an after-school option.

Learning and teaching in ICT lessons are good. Teachers have a very good understanding of
the application of ICT in other subjects and this has a good impact on the use of computers as
tools for learning. Although pupils’ work is marked regularly, not enough attention is paid to
the correction of spelling errors. Lesson planning is good and provides step-by-step building
blocks to the development of new skills. This systematic approach helps pupils to cope with
the fragmented teaching time in Years 7 to 9, as does the good teacher-pupil relationships
and the individual support provided by teachers. Classroom management is generally good
and pupils demonstrate much interest and enthusiasm for the subject. However, in one Year
7 lesson, the immature behaviour of a small group of boys had an adverse impact on the
progress of the class as a whole. Teaching and learning are enhanced by very effective
technician support.

Leadership and management are good. Teamwork is effective because management
responsibilities are distributed across the teaching team. Many of the issues arising from the
inspection have already been identified as part of the review process and the further
improvement of ICT provision remains a development priority. Good progress has been made
since the last inspection and the potential for further improvement is very good. There is a
clear vision for the development of an exciting e-learning community and this will be advanced
when the new computer suite, that is the final stages of completion, comes into use.

Information and communication technology across the curriculum

Reflecting the investment made in ICT resources over recent years, the number of computers
for use by pupils is above average for a school of this size. Pupils have many opportunities to
apply their ICT skills in other subjects and they show a satisfactory level of competence in the
way in which they use computers to support their work. Good use is made of ICT in design
and technology, physical education, modern foreign languages and in personal development
and citizenship, but not enough use is made of computers in English and mathematics in
Years 10 and 11. Access to computers outside lesson times is good and will be enhanced
when the new computer suite is completed. Pupils make good use of computers at
lunchtimes and after school to carry out research activities and to enhance the presentation of
coursework.
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HUMANITIES

Geography

Provision in geography is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

85.

86.

87.

88.

Standards at the end of Year 9 are consistently well above average.
Pupils in all years achieve well as a result of good teaching.

The curriculum time allocated to geography in Years 7 to 9 is insufficient.
Pupils show positive attitudes towards the subject.

Commentary

Teacher assessments at the end of Year 9 in 2004, as in the two previous years, were well
above average, matched by standards seen in the inspection. Girls performed significantly
better than boys, whose results, nevertheless, show a trend of improvement. These
standards represent good achievement for pupils whose attainment on entry to the school is
above average. GCSE results in 2004 were average, and were significantly lower than those
in 2003. However, all pupils gained a grade and the majority attained or exceeded targets
based on their prior attainment. Standards of work in the current Year 11 are above average,
with almost all pupils achieving well in relation to their target grades. Pupils with special
educational needs achieve well because they are well supported by teachers and learning
assistants and are given suitable tasks and materials. Positive attitudes make a significant
contribution to the achievement of most pupils. They show interest and enthusiasm, behave
well and work productively in class and at home.

In Years 7 to 9 students develop map reading and interpretive skills and a very good
knowledge of places and features. By the end of Year 9 the majority of pupils use
geographical terms accurately in oral and written work. They can describe and explain
geographical features well, illustrating their work with annotated maps and diagrams. They
are competent in the use of ICT for research and presentation. The work of lower-attaining
pupils is less detailed and more descriptive, with limited understanding of geographical terms
and processes. Geography is taught in rotation with other humanities subjects and is
allocated the equivalent only of one hour per week. This has an adverse impact on the
coverage of National Curriculum themes. In Years 10 and 11 pupils acquire an understanding
of more complex patterns and processes through relevant case studies. The majority are able
to write in the detailed explanatory style required by examination questions.

Teaching is good and some is very good. Pupils are set clear learning targets which build on
previous work to enable progressive learning. Well-planned lessons provide varied tasks of
increasing challenge so pupils learn in small manageable steps, usually acquiring knowledge
and skills in a context of place. The pace and momentum of lessons are good, with extension
activities provided for higher-attaining and faster working pupils. In Years 7 to 9 marking and
grading do not give pupils sufficient information about how well they are doing in relation to
National Curriculum levels or specific guidance on how to improve. Assessment of pupils in
Years 10 and 11 in relation to their target GCSE grades is very good.

Leadership and management of the subject are good, and there is a clear awareness of
where improvement is needed. Planning shows a sharp focus on raising standards through
developments in teaching, curriculum and resources. Procedures for monitoring are effective
and good teamwork leads to the sharing of ideas and good practice. All members of the
department are empowered to take responsibility for aspects of its work, such as curriculum
planning. Improvement since the previous inspection has been satisfactory. Standards and
the quality of teaching have been maintained. Curriculum planning in Years 10 and 11 has
improved.
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History

Provision in history is very good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

89.

90.

91.

92.

Pupils achieve very well in Years 10 and 11 and in the GCSE examinations.

Very good teaching and highly positive attitudes result in very good learning.
Limited curriculum time in Years 7 to 9 restricts achievement in those years.

Very good leadership and management underpin the subject’s strong performance.
Accommodation inadequacies affect learning in some classes.

Improving assessment procedures are benefiting pupils’ learning.

Commentary

In the 2004 GCSE examinations over two-thirds of candidates gained A* to C grades, which
was above the national average. Standards of work seen in Year 9 are above expectations
and pupils achieve well. Higher-attaining pupils demonstrate good research skills and
complete some detailed and technically accurate extended writing; most can analyse and
interpret sources well, although few are able to comment on how the provenance of sources
affects their reliability. Although overall standards of literacy are above average, lower-
attaining pupils' work is sometimes poorly presented or incomplete and contains too many
spelling errors. The shortage of curriculum time for the subject and the structure of the
timetable make it difficult to complete schemes of work, and limit the opportunities for
computer-based lessons.

Standards in Year 11 are well above expectations and achievement is very good. Pupils use
and understand subject-specific terminology very well and can explain the causes and
consequences of important historical events. Average-attaining pupils sometimes confuse
analysing sources with interpreting them and some pupils of all attainment levels
'‘compartmentalise’ their knowledge and find it difficult to make the appropriate links in
answering more wide-ranging questions. Gifted and talented pupils, as well as those with
special educational needs, achieve very well.

The quality of teaching and learning is very good and one excellent lesson was seen.
Strengths include a wide variety of teaching styles and tasks which actively involve pupils in
their own learning. Lesson planning is very thorough, with particular attention paid to ‘starters’
which demand pupils' attention and concentration from the outset and plenaries in which
learning is reviewed and consolidated. Much work has been done on the assessment for
learning strand of the National Strategy so that pupils are far more familiar with the marking
criteria and are therefore better prepared for tests and examinations. Work is regularly
marked and although minor factual and spelling errors are sometimes overlooked, much
helpful guidance identifying scope for improvement is offered. Unfortunately, lessons mostly
take place in classrooms which are used as corridors, which inevitably results in some
disruption to learning; despite this, a significant role is played by the very good classroom
relationships resulting from pupils’ positive responses to teachers’ high expectations.

The subject is very well managed and led. The head of department has a very clear vision for

the future and has led the development of improved assessment procedures. Apart from the
ongoing accommodation difficulties, improvement since the last inspection has been good.
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Religious education

Provision in religious education is very good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

Standards are well above average.

Teaching is very good and contributes very well to pupils’ achievement.

Excellent subject leadership and management have a significant impact on standards.

The subject makes a very good contribution to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development of pupils.

The assessment of pupils’ work is very effective and provides pupils with a clear picture of what
they need to do to improve.

Commentary

Results in the GCSE examination were well above average in 2003, with 79 per cent of pupils
achieving A* to C grades. The 2004 results were very similar to those obtained in 2003 with
78 per cent of pupils achieving A* to C grades. These results indicate that standards are
maintained at a well above average level.

By Year 9, standards are well above average in relation to the Cheshire Local Education
Authority Agreed Syllabus. This represents very good improvement since the last inspection
and when standards on entry are taken into account, good achievement. Pupils are able to
link their knowledge of religion with their everyday experiences and show very good skills of
investigation and interpretation.

Pupils in Years 10 and 11 are achieving very well and standards are well above expectations
in the GCSE course. Pupils extend their knowledge and understanding of how they can learn
from religion and apply it in their lives. They make very good gains in their knowledge and
understanding of religious concepts and are achieving very well. In the compulsory non-
GCSE course, pupils are making good progress and standards are above average. Pupils
respond well to the very good opportunities to question and explore their own attitudes in
depth. The subject makes a very good contribution to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development. There are numerous opportunities in the curriculum to develop these
aspects of pupils’ personal development and these are exploited very well. Pupils
demonstrate a clear respect for the views, faiths and traditions of each other.

Teaching and learning are very good and improved since the last inspection. The teachers’
very good use of discussion and questioning enables pupils to express their opinions and form
clear judgements about religious and moral issues. The achievement of pupils with special
educational needs is good, because pupils are provided with effective support. The use of
key words and subject-specific language enable pupils to improve their speaking and listening
skills. Pupils make good progress as a result of the teachers’ very good knowledge of the
subject and an awareness of individual pupils’ needs. Effective teaching methods, coupled
with high expectations and challenge enable all pupils to make very good gains in their
knowledge and understanding of religious and moral issues. Homework is very well used to
promote individual research and to extend pupils’ understanding. Assessment procedures are
effective and provide accurate information on what pupils know and understand. Detailed
comments made by teachers on pupils’ work enable them to know what they need to do to
improve. Teachers encourage pupils to assess each other’s work and the use of pupils’ self-
assessment is well established.

Subject leadership is excellent with a clear purpose and direction. The head of the

department has a clear view of the needs of the subject. He has been very successful in
developing a strong team approach, and is very well supported by other teachers, several of
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whom are specialists. The subject is managed extremely well with very good planning and
effective monitoring of teachers’ and pupils’ work. This represents a significant improvement
since the last inspection and provides a firm basis for continued improvement.

TECHNOLOGY

Design and technology

Provision in design and technology is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

e Standards in the GCSE food technology course are well above average.

e Pupils in all years have very good attitudes to the subject, which contribute to their good
achievement.

e Teaching is good and often very good.

¢ Leadership and management of the faculty are very good.

98.

99.

100.

101.

Commentary

Teachers’ assessments show that standards at the end of Year 9 in 2004 were well above
average. The standards achieved by the girls were above those of the boys. In the 2004
GCSE examination, the overall proportion of pupils gaining A* to C grades was just above
average, but lower than in 2003. In the separate subjects, results in food technology were
well above average, in graphic products just above the average and in resistant materials just
below average. Overall, the results for the boys and girls were just above their respective
national averages.

Inspection evidence indicates that standards in Year 9 are in line with the national
expectations. This is below the levels of teacher assessment in recent years. These
assessments were too generous and the criteria were not applied with sufficient rigour.
However, achievement is good as the starting point in Year 7 for the majority of pupils is
below average. The standards of girls are above those of boys, with better design skills.
Making and constructional skills in all materials are more highly developed than other areas of
the subject for pupils at all levels of attainment, including those with special educational
needs. Graphical skills are at expected levels for middle and higher-attaining pupils. Higher-
attaining pupils have a more secure grasp of subject knowledge and vocabulary.

In Year 11, standards are just above course expectations and at this stage pupils are meeting
targets that put them well on course to achieve results at GCSE above those obtained in
2004. Achievement is good in all areas of technology and for the higher-attaining pupils it is
often very good. Making on all courses continues to be the strongest aspect of the subject for
many pupils, especially the boys. Girls’ design skills continue to be better developed than
those of the boys, particularly in the middle to lower-attainment band. The work of the girls
shows more rigorous research and analysis of their findings when developing their designs.
Graphical skills for most middle and higher-attaining pupils are at expected levels, as are their
subject knowledge and vocabulary.

Teaching and learning are at least good in all years, with many lessons that are very good.
Teachers use challenging tasks and projects that make increasing demands upon pupils of all
abilities including those with special educational needs. Lessons are very well planned with
clear learning objectives but in some lessons these are not shared with pupils and, as a
consequence, these lessons lack a sharp focus. Learning resources of good quality are
provided to support the learning. Teachers use a range of methods to engage the pupils with
the learning, and questioning, explanations and demonstrations were particularly effective in
developing pupils’ knowledge understanding and skills. In all lessons teachers give high
levels of individual support and well-informed feedback which aids progress, and encourages
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103.

and motivates the pupils. The very good behaviour, high levels of concentration and very
positive attitudes add to the impact of the teaching, and help to ensure that achievement is at
least good.

The leadership and management of the faculty are very good. The faculty’s performance is
rigorously monitored and effective use is made of assessment information to set targets for
the faculty and the pupils. The faculty offers a broad curriculum in all years and a good choice
of options in Years 10 and 11. Improvement since the last inspection has been good with all
identified issues tackled effectively.

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

Drama was lightly sampled. Standards seen in the two lessons observed, and the 2004
GCSE results, were above average. Pupils in Year 7 use a range of drama techniques to
present powerful pieces of drama. They show good control in using these techniques in order
to present them as effectively as possible. Pupils in Years 10 and 11 show understanding of
key dramatic concepts such as absurdism and use their understanding well to show good
insights during discussion. They have good performance skills which are used with effective
control. Across the age range pupils make good use of discussion and evaluation skills in
order to improve their performances. The quality of teaching and learning is good because
teachers set challenging tasks and have high expectations of the way in which pupils will carry
them out. Good relationships between teachers and pupils mean that pupils have a strong
desire to do well and they work hard to achieve this end. Teachers use pupils’ self and peer
evaluation very effectively to ensure that pupils understand how to improve their work and
pupils respond well by engaging in such discussions seriously and without embarrassment.
Drama lessons also make a very positive contribution to pupils’ social and moral development.

Art and design

Provision in art and design is satisfactory.

Main strengths and weaknesses

¢ Action taken to raise standards at the end of Years 9 and 11 is proving to be effective.
o While teaching is effective enough for some pupils to achieve well, it is not consistently good
enough for all pupils to do so.

o New subject leadership is tackling the underlying causes of pupils’ underperformance very
effectively.

104.

105.

Commentary

The proportion of pupils gaining A* to C grades in the 2004 GCSE examination was above
average, while the proportion of pupils gaining A* to G grades was average. Considering
pupils’ above average ability on entry to the school and their better GCSE results in other
subjects, these results represent a degree of underperformance in the subject. Nationally,
pupils do better in the GCSE art and design examination than they do in their other subjects.
Teachers’ assessment at the end of Year 9 in 2004 indicated that although the proportion of
pupils attaining at the expected Level 5 or above, was above average, the proportion attaining
the higher Level 6 or above was well below average. While there is no significant difference in
the performance of boys and girls, both groups have not achieved as well as they should at
the higher levels.

Pupils’ most recent work presents a mixed picture. Standards overall are consistent with
national expectations and achievement is satisfactory. Some groups in all years are now
achieving well and beginning to attain standards that are well above expectations. This is
because of recent positive changes to the curriculum and more effective teaching. New or
refreshed topics, for example, on Aboriginal art and African textile design promote critical
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107.

observation, creative experiment and the constant refining of pupils’ ideas. This approach
leads pupils to working more directly with the key elements of art such as line, tone, pattern
and texture. However, the contrast in standards between groups is most evident in pupils’
sketchbooks, the best of which show an energetic generation and development of ideas with
thorough research and experiment. A wide range of skills and knowledge is engaged in this
process and this has been achieved by expert direction from the teacher. In other
sketchbooks, there is no obvious development in the work, which looks incomplete. While
individual pupils will opt to develop work using information and communication technology,
this approach is not promoted sufficiently.

Teaching and learning are satisfactory, overall, but range from very good to unsatisfactory.
Where teaching is at its best, teachers’ expertise is used very effectively to provide well-
organised, interesting and challenging work. Lessons are well planned and expectations are
high. In these lessons, groups are managed well and provided with a clear understanding
what they have to achieve. Learning benefits from mid-lesson assessments of progress. This
ensures pupils learn skills as well as very good approaches to developing ideas. Where
teaching is less effective, lesson objectives are not clear enough, both to the teacher and
pupils and learning suffers as a result. In a Year 9 lesson, for example, pupils were set the
task of learning to draw accurately, to scale and proportion but not told why they needed these
skills or given enough guidance on how develop them. Without a sense of direction, their
motivation and concentration dropped, as did the pace of the lesson.

Despite the mixed picture of pupils’ performance, leadership and management are good. The
new head of department is providing very good leadership and has made a very effective start
on redirecting the work of the department. This is having an observable impact on standards.
The curriculum is beginning to be revitalised and the profile of the department is being
increased through dynamic and attractive displays of art. The impact of the changes makes
improvement since the last inspection satisfactory. The teaching team appreciates the
improvements being made by the head of department and accept the urgent need to raise
standards. This gives the department good potential for further improvement.

Music

Provision in music is very good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

¢ Outstanding subject leadership ensures that all pupils receive the best possible opportunities to
make a wide range of music.

e The revised curriculum and assessment procedures, and good or very good teaching result in
well above average standards.

e Pupils gain invaluable experience from the numerous opportunities for performing in school and
in the wider community.

e The knowledge and experience of the teachers and instrumental staff enable the department to
offer a broad and balanced curriculum and a wide range of extra-curricular activities.

108.

109.

Commentary

Teachers’ assessments show that attainment at the end of Year 9 in 2004 was well above
average. The proportion of pupils attaining A* to C grades in the 2004 GCSE examination
was also well above average. As entry in Year 7 is average, the GCSE and end of Year 9
results represent very good achievement for these groups of pupils.

Inspection evidence shows that pupils presently in Years 7 to 9 are achieving well and
standards are above national expectations. While pupils in Years 7 to 9 receive some
experience in using ICT, not enough use is made to provide a good foundation for those who
wish to take the GCSE course. Inspection evidence shows that standards in Year 10 are
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above course expectations. No Year 11 lessons were observed but discussions with pupils
and staff and scrutiny of work indicate that pupils are achieving well and that standards are
above course expectations.

110. Teaching and learning are good overall. Some very good lessons were observed. In Years 7
to 9 pupils make good or better progress because of the practical nature of the course and the
very good guidance received from teachers. This is also the case with special educational
needs pupils who find that learning tasks are well suited to their attainment levels. Lessons
are generally well planned for all ability levels, but in some lessons more specific planning is
required to extend the challenge offered to higher-attaining pupils. In most of the lessons
observed the pupils’ positive attitudes to the subject and the very good relationships they
enjoy with the teachers made a good contribution to their learning. However, one well-
planned Year 8 lesson was disrupted because of the immature behaviour of a small minority
of boys. Teachers have very good knowledge of the subject, which they use very well to help
pupils build a firm foundation of knowledge suitable for starting the GCSE course. However,
timetabling arrangements which cause them to have their fortnightly allowance of lessons
within two days of one week hamper the progress of some classes in Years 7 to 9.

111. The leadership and management of the department are excellent and very good progress has
been made since the last inspection. Although no issues for improvement arose from the
inspection, both the curriculum and assessment have been thoroughly revised. This is
contributing to the rising standards. The department has also moved into a permanent base
and accommodation is good, but soundproofing between classrooms is inadequate and some
lessons are disturbed by sounds from the adjoining practice rooms. Resources are
satisfactory, but the keyboards are well worn and need replacing and there are not enough
computers for pupils in Years 7 to 9 to receive adequate experience of the use of ICT. An
exciting list of concerts and other extra-curricular activities has been compiled and the
curriculum is further enriched by workshops held by both visiting groups and resident
instrumental teachers.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Provision in physical education is good.
Main strengths and weaknesses

High quality subject leadership is leading to rapid improvement in the subject.

The overall quality of teaching and learning is very good.

Pupils achieve well in examinations and recent results are well above average.

A very good programme of extra-curricular activities enhances provision.

Current timetabling arrangements adversely affect the continuity of learning for some groups of
pupils.

e The very poor condition of the playing fields restricts learning opportunities in some outdoor
games.

Commentary

112. Since the previous inspection, there has been a substantial turnover of teachers in the
department, particularly those with subject management responsibilities. The school has
done well to maintain well above average examination results during this period. In 2004, as
in previous years, the GCSE examination results were well above average, with no significant
difference in the performance of boys and girls. However, the discontinuity in staffing has
adversely affected the achievement of pupils who do not follow the GCSE course. This
weakness has been tackled effectively and new appointments have led to rapid improvement.
Although these changes are too recent to have had a significant effect on the standards and
achievement of these groups of pupils, standards are rising and the subject is very well placed
to continue this improvement.
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114.

115.

116.

117.

118.

Standards in Year 9 broadly meet national expectations and represent satisfactory
achievement in relation to these pupils’ starting points in Year 7. Standards tend to be better
in major games than in activities such as basketball or volleyball, where pupils have had little
or no previous experience. Standards in knowledge and understanding of health related
fithess are above expectations. Progress in Year 7 is particularly rapid, for example in football
where standards are well above expectations for their age. Very good learning strategies are
now established from the outset, ensuring that pupils naturally reflect on their learning and
work very hard to improve.

Overall standards in Year 11 are above expectations and represent good overall achievement.
Standards in theory and the practical performance of pupils in GCSE lessons are well above
course expectations. These standards are not reflected in the non-examination classes. For
example, boys make good progress in basic skill development in hockey but, because they
have little previous experience to build on, standards are below those expected. Very good
procedures for the identification and support of pupils with particular sporting talent are
ensuring that these pupils achieve well. Pupils with special needs are well known to their
teachers, who provide effective additional support and ensure that they make similar progress
to other pupils. Throughout the school, a very good and well-supported programme of extra-
curricular sport contributes well to the overall standards achieved and has ensured that the
school has recently successfully retained its prestigious Sportsmark Gold status.

The overall quality of teaching is very good and occasionally excellent. Among the many
strengths in teaching is the way in which teachers ensure that learning activities are very well
matched to pupils’ capabilities. Subject knowledge and expertise are also used very well to
analyse pupils’ performance and set targets for improvement. Very little time is wasted in
lessons and there is a good balance between purposeful physical activity and opportunities for
pupils to reflect on their learning. ICT is used to good effect in support of learning. The
concluding discussion in most lessons is used very effectively to evaluate learning and set
new targets.

Subject leadership is outstanding. A very clear vision for subject improvement, based on a
very good understanding of the subject strengths and weaknesses, has been created and is
clearly shared by the teaching team. However, current timetabling arrangements for the
subject adversely affect curriculum balance and the continuity of learning for some classes.
They also result in some anomalies in class size. As at the time of the previous inspection,
the very poor drainage of the playing fields restricts teaching opportunities in outdoor games.
Nevertheless, good progress has been made since the last inspection and the potential for
continued improvement is also good.

BUSINESS AND OTHER VOCATIONAL COURSES

Business studies was lightly sampled during the inspection. The subject is a very popular
GCSE option in Years 10 and 11 and examination results are above average. In the Year 10
lesson observed, teaching and learning were very good. Through an analysis of job
vacancies in the local area, pupils were able to identify the shift from a manufacturing to
service economy. They demonstrated very positive attitudes and enjoyed the opportunity to
think creatively and to plan and develop their own ideas.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION AND CITIZENSHIP

Personal, social and health education is taught alongside citizenship. The personal
development and citizenship course fully reflects the ethos and values of the school. Drugs
awareness and sex education are taught in a sensitive and informative manner. Schemes of
work and other supporting documentation are thorough, relevant and helpful. Teachers and
other involved staff deal very well with sensitive issues. Because of this provision, pupils are
well informed and knowledgeable about a range of topics, they demonstrate an understanding
of the challenges people face in different situations and respond confidently and maturely in
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lessons and in other situations. Provision for careers education is very good and effectively
prepares pupils for the next stage of their lives.

Citizenship
Provision in citizenship is satisfactory.
Main strengths and weaknesses

e Standards at the end of Years 9 and 11 are above national expectations.

¢ All pupils follow a well-planned course in citizenship education that includes personal
development and health education.

e Learning is not reinforced by drawing pupils’ attention to citizenship elements as they arise in
lessons.

e The school does not assess pupils’ achievement and progress in citizenship and report these to
parents.

Commentary

119. By Year9, standards are above average in relation to what is expected for the age group.
These standards represent satisfactory achievement. Pupils are making gains in their
knowledge and understanding of responsible citizenship. Standards at the end of Year 11 are
also above average and achievement is satisfactory. Pupils demonstrate a good
understanding of key concepts such as individual rights and responsibilities and are able to
relate these to their own and others’ experiences in a variety of social situations.

120. The school is firmly committed to the provision of citizenship education and sees it as integral
to pupils’ personal development. Citizenship education is taught within the personal
development programme by form tutors. It is partly supported by related themes and topics
covered in other subjects, especially in the humanities subjects. However, in lessons
observed the connections between the topics being studied and citizenship were not drawn to
pupils’ attention. Nevertheless, the ethos in the school is one in which there is a great
emphasis on taking personal responsibility and the contributions that everyone can make to
the common good. Pupils have additional opportunities to develop an understanding of
responsible citizenship and the democratic process through activities such as the school
council. This makes a significant contribution to the development of pupils’ understanding of
what responsible membership of a community means.

121. Teaching and learning in the small number of personal and social development lessons
observed during the inspection were good overall. In a good Year 8 lesson pupils made good
progress in their understanding of the personal and social consequences of drug abuse.
Other lessons observed covered a wide range of topics including the effects of peer group
pressure on young people. Lessons are well prepared and resourced with a wide range of
interesting activities, including board games, to illustrate the concepts being learnt.
Consequently, pupils of all attainment levels co-operate well with their teachers and show
enjoyment in lessons. The supportive learning environment builds pupils’ confidence and
encourages them to discuss sensitive issues in a mature manner. Effective use is made of
visiting speakers from a wide range of agencies to enrich pupils’ learning.

122. The leadership and management of the subject are satisfactory. The curriculum planning
team has a clear vision for the development of the subject. A well-constructed scheme of
work underpins teaching and learning in the subject. However, end of year reports do not
mention citizenship as a discrete subject and pupils do not keep a record of the coverage of
citizenship in other subjects. Nevertheless the subject is being successfully established and
has good potential for further improvement.
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SUBJECTS AND COURSES IN THE SIXTH FORM

In the inspection, nine subjects and courses were inspected and are reported on in detail. Work in
other subjects and courses was sampled and contributed to the overall picture of teaching and

learning in the school.

The table below shows entry and performance information for courses completed in 2004.

Level 3 GCE AS level courses

Subject Number % gaining grades A-E % gaining grades A-B Average point score
entered
School England School England School England
Art and design 3 100 78 0 22 33.3 28.5
Biology 6 67 64 0 10 20.9 19.8
Business studies 2 100 75 50 15 45.0 25.7
Chemistry 3 100 70 33 13 433 23.0
Communication studies 11 82 87 36 25 33.6 32.8
Theatre studies 2 100 87 0 20 25.0 30.9
English 8 100 85 25 16 33.8 29.0
English literature 1 100 86 0 17 30.0 29.7
French 3 100 80 0 19 40.0 28.2
Product design 2 50 73 0 14 20.0 243
General studies 21 71 74 5 17 19.5 255
Geography 1 100 76 100 20 50.0 27.0
German 5 80 82 0 19 26.0 28.8
History 6 50 82 33 21 33.3 29.2
Computing 6 50 67 0 9 10.0 20.6
Mathematics 5 80 60 20 14 26.0 20.5
Music 3 100 80 0 17 33.3 27.5
Other sciences 13 62 67 23 15 20.0 22.8
Other social studies 4 75 68 0 15 20.0 23.2
Physics 2 100 66 50 15 40.0 22.4
Religious studies 2 50 82 0 26 20.0 31.2
Physical education 4 50 72 25 12 17.5 22.8
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Level 3 GCE A level and VCE courses

Subject Number % gaining grades A-E % gaining grades A-B Average point score
entered
School England School England School England
Art and design 4 100 98 75 50 95.0 87.1
Biology 17 100 97 24 40 78.8 79.3
Business studies 9 100 99 56 39 84.4 81.8
Chemistry 8 100 98 50 50 90.0 85.7
Communication studies 11 100 99 18 40 76.4 83.5
Theatre studies 10 100 100 10 43 70.0 85.1
English 15 100 99 40 36 88.0 81.1
English literature 10 100 99 60 45 96.0 85.5
French 5 100 99 100 53 108.0 88.9
Product design 6 100 98 0 35 63.3 77.9
General studies 57 100 95 26 31 73.7 72.9
Geography 3 100 99 33 46 73.3 85.2
German 5 100 99 80 50 104.0 86.3
History 12 100 99 75 46 100.0 85.1
Computing 8 88 96 25 26 55.0 71.1
Mathematics 11 91 97 36 57 81.8 89.5
Music 9 100 98 11 37 66.7 79.5
Other sciences 11 100 97 36 44 72.7 82.5
Other social studies 5 100 97 20 43 68.0 81.6
Physics 10 100 97 50 45 86.0 82.6
Religious studies 13 100 99 23 50 75.4 87.4
Physical education 8 100 98 36 31 82.5 75.4

ENGLISH, LANGUAGES AND COMMUNICATION

123. English literature was inspected in depth and English language and modern foreign languages
were sampled. Results in English language were average in 2003 but above average in
2004. In the lesson observed during the inspection, teaching and learning were good. The
teacher used a good range of materials, tasks and groupings to make the lesson interesting
and relevant. Students made good progress in reinforcing their knowledge and understanding
in readiness for the imminent examination paper. Standards in modern foreign languages
are well above average. Nearly all candidates gained A or B grades in French and German at
A-level in 2004. Very good teaching enables students to make very good progress in both
languages, with oral standards well supported by foreign language assistants and work

experience abroad.
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English literature

Provision in English literature is very good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

Standards are well above average and achievement is good because of very good teaching that
meets the needs of all students.

The flexible entry policy offers the opportunity for further study to a wide range of students.

Very good use of assessment procedures keeps students well informed about their progress.
Very good support is offered to students in meeting their targets.

Leadership and management are very good.

Students speak very warmly of the experience of studying English.

Commentary

The 2004 A-level results were well above the national average and above those obtained in
2003. A higher percentage of students than nationally attained A and B grades and all
students who sat the examination attained a pass grade. Inspection evidence also indicates
that attainment is above expectations for this stage of the course.

The attainment of students at the start of the course is average overall and achievement is
very good across the attainment range. The majority of students start the course with above
average previous attainment in the subject and make good progress in meeting their A-level
targets. However, the admirably flexible entry policy means that there is a significant minority
who are given the opportunity to continue the study of English to AS and A-level despite the
fact that their GCSE results in English do not necessarily provide a secure foundation for this.
These students make very good progress to attain a pass grade at A-level.

All students make particularly good progress in planning and drafting their essays in order to
produce a structured response. However, since the paragraphing of some students across
the attainment range is insecure, the full impact of their argument is sometimes less clear than
it deserves to be. Students develop thorough familiarity with their texts and make increasingly
effective use of close textual analysis and reference. Students make good use of the
progress they make in compiling notes and make useful annotations of the many literary and
critical extracts with which they are provided. All students develop an appropriate balanced
essay style, which, in the case of higher-attaining students, is fluent and mature. Students
currently in Year 12 and 13 are making good progress and those now in Year 13 made
particularly good progress in Year 12 to attain AS grades that provide a firm foundation for A-
level.

The quality of teaching and learning is very good. Teachers thoughtfully plan their lessons in
order to meet the needs of all students. They provide a good range of tasks and group work
in order to maintain high levels of student participation and commitment, and make
demanding texts accessible across the attainment range. Students respond well by showing
high levels of engagement with their tasks and determination to complete them as well as
possible. Teachers make good use of probing questioning in order to challenge and extend
students’ thinking, and students make good progress by developing their own responses and
exchanging their ideas with others. A particular strength is the very good use which teachers
make of marking and feedback to students in order to ensure that they understand fully their
own progress and what they need to do to improve. This is a strong motivational factor and
students feel exceptionally well supported.

The leadership and management of the subject are very good, and good progress has been
made since the last inspection. There is a good range of English courses in the sixth form.
This, together with the flexibility in encouraging admission to the courses, means that there
are opportunities for further study available to a wide range of students. There are good
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129.

systems for supporting students’ progress both in and outside lessons, including one-to-one
sessions with teachers when discussing marked written assignments. Students are very
aware that additional guidance is always readily available. Appropriate use is made of
available statistical information to identify students’ targets and to measure their progress
towards them. The students speak particularly warmly of their experience of studying English
in the sixth form, which they feel strongly has a positive impact on their personal as well as
intellectual development. There is a good programme of theatre trips, which nearly all
students appreciate and take advantage of.

Language and literacy across the curriculum

Standards of literacy in other subjects of the curriculum are good. In most subjects students
make confident and frequently articulate use of discussion in order to extend their ideas. In
theatre studies they make good use of the evaluation of their own work and that of others in
order to improve their performances. However, in design technology, although students
express their ideas clearly, they tend to speak hesitantly. The standard of written work is
good and used for a range of purposes. For example, in computer studies students develop
good note-making and drafting skills. Essays are well planned and structured for instance in
chemistry, where they are well presented and accurate. However, in theatre studies, the fact
that spelling errors and errors in expression are not marked means that students’ skills do not
improve.

MATHEMATICS

Provision in mathematics is very good.

Main strengths and weakness

130.

131.

132.

Examination results have been mostly above average in recent years.

Teaching is very good and often excellent.

Students have excellent attitudes and commitment to learning.

Leadership and management are very good.

There is a need to provide students with a wider range of independent learning activities.

Commentary

The results in A-level examinations over recent years have been consistently above average.
However, in 2004, although all students gained a pass grade, results were average when
compared with national data. Although these results were below those of 2003, they
represent good achievement, with some students exceeding expectations based on their
performance in the GCSE examinations.

Inspection evidence indicates that the standards of the current Year 13 are above average
and that they are achieving well in relation to their GCSE examination results. Because
students enter Year 12 with a good base of mathematical knowledge and understanding they
quickly bridge the gap to AS-level, and the standards in Year 12 are consistent with
expectations for this stage of the course. In an excellent Year 12 lesson, students
investigating factors of polynomials, did so with much enthusiasm, deepening their knowledge
of this topic and related algebraic processes.

The quality of teaching and learning is very good. The use of very good subject knowledge,
together with well-planned lessons, ensures that the teaching of the theory and principles of
mathematics is rigorous. Teachers’ enthusiasm for the subject is transmitted to the students.
All lessons seen were characterised by very good relationships and collaborative learning.
Together with their excellent attitudes, this enables students to approach tasks with
confidence, often resulting in very good progress in lessons. However, there are not enough
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134.

135.

occasions for students to work independently and widen their learning approaches. Students
are well informed of their progress through regular assessment of their work and discussion in
class.

Leadership and management are very good. The head of department has a clear vision for
the development of the subject at this level. There is a very strong team of experienced and
knowledgeable teachers. This is a significant factor in the large number of students studying
mathematics and further mathematics in the sixth form. The department makes very good
provision for gifted mathematicians through further mathematics courses at AS and A-level
and enrichment programmes planned with other schools and universities. There has been
good progress since the last inspection and there is the capacity to improve further because of
the very strong team of teachers

Mathematics across the curriculum

Students’ mathematical knowledge and skills are sufficiently well developed for the needs of
their chosen courses. For example, in business studies students understand and effectively
interpret information and statistical data. In chemistry students are able to evaluate formulae
correctly.

SCIENCE

The inspection focused on chemistry, but biology and physics were also sampled. The 2004
A-level results in both biology and physics were above average. Students in both subjects
achieved well. Two lessons were observed. In a Year 13 biology lesson teaching was good
and in a Year 12 physics lesson, teaching was excellent. In both lessons students worked
well and were eager to learn. In the physics lesson, students made very rapid gains in their
knowledge and understanding of vectors because students were highly stimulated by the
challenging nature of the learning activities.

Chemistry

Provision in chemistry is very good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

e Teaching and learning are very good.
e Teachers’ subject knowledge is very good and used well to provide good challenge.
e Standards are above average.

136.

137.

138.

Commentary

The 2004 A-level examination results were above average. The results for female students
were above those of males. Results in 2004 were better than those obtained in 2003. The
few students who chose to take final grades at AS level all obtained grades in the A to E
range. Students’ achievement at both AS and A-level was better than expected relative to
their GCSE grades.

The standards of current Year 13 students are well above average and they achieve well in
relation to their GCSE results. In lessons, students achieve very well as a result of the very
good teaching that demands much of them. In one lesson, for example, all students made
good improvements in their knowledge and understanding of a range of subject areas, for
example, electrode potentials, in their preparation for a modular examination.

Students in Year 12 are already achieving well overall. Higher-attaining students show, for

example, good knowledge and understanding of how to determine enthalpy values using
Hess’s Law. Lower-attaining students, however, have more difficulty in applying the Law in
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140.

determining, for instance, the enthalpy of formation when a substance is synthesised from its
component elements. Although most students are successfully moving on from GCSE work
into new areas of chemistry, a number of lower-attaining students have difficulties in applying
concepts from GCSE into more advanced work. Written work is generally well presented and
matches the confidence which students display in the classroom. Students display a high
degree of numerical competency.

Teaching is very good. The use of very good subject knowledge, coupled with well-focused
lesson planning, maintains interest and engenders learning. Good opportunities are provided
for independent learning. All students have targets and very good use is made of assessment
to monitor their progress against targets, to identify underachievers and adjust teaching
accordingly. Day-to-day marking is regular but does not always provide enough guidance to
students on how to improve. Students learn very well. They respond very well to challenge,
work very hard and show interest in their work. They support and help each other and enter
into mature discussion as part of their learning. When provided with the opportunities to do
so, they undertake independent work maturely.

Leadership in the department is very good and management is good. There is a commitment
to improving standards. The difficulties experienced during the past year with respect to
staffing have now been resolved. The head of department, who is a recent appointment to the
school, has a clear vision of what is required to improve standards further. The very good
range of learning support materials is used well to develop opportunities for learning.
Improvement since the last inspection is very good and the capacity to improve further is also
very good.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

Computing

Provision in computing is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

141.

142.

Students’ high level of interest in ICT has a positive impact on their achievement.

Examination results are well below average.

Good teaching uses real situations from business and industry to engage and interest students.
Effective guidance ensures good independent learning and problem solving.

Commentary

Results in the A-level examination in 2004 were well below average. Nevertheless, school
assessment information indicates that achievement was satisfactory in relation to students’
predicted grades. The subject operates an open entry policy and many students have not
followed an ICT course in Years 10 and 11. As standards on entry in Year 12 are well below
those usually found, many are not fully prepared for the challenge and demands of AS and A-
level work. Retention on the course is good and students are well-motivated and prepared to
persevere with their work.

Work seen in lessons, in students’ portfolios and in discussion of topics, indicates that
standards are improving and are broadly consistent with course expectations in Year 13. As
students progress through the course they become more focused on the examination criteria
in their study plans. In a Year 12 lesson students’ effective exploration of data storage
illustrated this improving trend. Good teacher input on data storage prompted probing
questions from the students to clarify information. Practical everyday examples of swipe
cards, smart cards, bar codes, Optical Mark Recognition, Optical Character Recognition and
Magnetic Ink Character Recognition helped students to understand the impact and uses of
data storage. Data representation presents challenges for some students who find the
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149.

mathematic concepts of binary integers confusing but individual coaching has helped to clarify
understanding. Good assessment feedback sheets provide clear guidance on where
improvement and revision are needed.

Year 13 students enjoy the course because of their enthusiasm for the subject. Their
commitment was illustrated well in a lesson where students considered compilers and
interpreters in program translation. They were guided through lexical analysis, syntax
analysis and code generation with humour and rigour. The teacher tested out understanding
through code generation of addresses, which prompted a very good discussion focusing on a
past examination question. Because students were challenged they were fully engrossed in
the activity.

Teaching is very good and often better than learning because of students’ limited prior
experience of ICT. Teachers use effective coaching approaches to learning that focus on
independence and enquiry. Their personal interest and previous industrial and mathematical
experiences bring a crisp reality to investigation and problem solving. This is particularly
identified in students’ individual projects that research real issues for business and industry
and focus on how computing can solve problems in production and recording through effective
programming.

Leadership and management of the course are good. Good progress has been made since
the last inspection and this is reflected in the improved assessment procedures and the
increased use of ongoing assessment in lessons. This is leading to students taking increased
responsibility for their learning and being able to manage their time more effectively. The
development of ICT qualifications at this level provides students with a clear route through to
university computer science and multimedia courses.

Information and communication technology across the curriculum

Students show good skill and confidence in using computers and there is much evidence of
the use of ICT in learning assignments, coursework projects and Internet research. Many
students have personal interests in computing and make extensive use of computers at home.
This level of commitment ensures that ICT is used as a very effective tool for learning in many
subjects. However, not enough use is made of computers to support teaching and learning in
business studies.

HUMANITIES

History was inspected in depth and geography, government and politics, law, psychology,
religious studies and sociology were lightly sampled. In 2003, A-level results in geography
were above average. Although in 2004 the number of candidates was too small for
comparisons with national data to be valid, the results were broadly similar to those obtained
in 2003. One lesson was observed. Good teaching enabled students to achieve well in
building on their prior learning about water supply and management. Students’ explanations
of the effects of physical and human factors were satisfactory.

A Year 12 government and politics lesson on the British Constitution was sampled.
Students learned very well because the informal but mutually respectful classroom
relationships gave them the confidence to ask when they were unsure. Lower-attaining
students lacked some independence and confidence in distinguishing between the Executive,
Judiciary and Legislature when assigning a range of items to the appropriate category.

Law is currently taught by distance learning and video conferencing. One good Year 12
lesson was seen. Students clearly enjoy the methods used and are particularly impressed by
the very well designed distance learning materials. The good relationships with the on-line
tutor promoted good learning.
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Teaching and learning in the one Year 13 psychology lesson sampled were very good and
standards above course expectations. This represents a good improvement on the 2003 and
2004 A-level results, which were below average. Standards are rising and students are
making good progress because of the teacher's very good command of the subject and
insight into the examination requirements. Well-organised teaching and the enthusiastic
engagement of students in discussion foster very good attitudes in students.

The 2004 A-level examination results in religious studies were below average, although in
2003 they had been above average. Inspection evidence indicates that standards are
presently above course expectations. Students in Years 12 and 13 demonstrate a good
understanding of religious and philosophical concepts. They show their ability to produce
well-structured and balanced arguments. Teachers challenge students to analyse material
and form judgements about a range of ethical issues. The teachers’ excellent use of
discussion and their high expectations contribute very well to students’ ability to think
independently.

One Year 13 lesson in sociology was observed during the inspection. Students had
previously been learning on line but very good monitoring of the course has highlighted
problems and these students are now being taught in a conventional manner. Outstanding
teaching prompted very good learning because of very good interaction within the group and
an extensive range of teaching methods to which students responded with confidence.

History

Provision in history is very good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

153.

154.

155.

Students achieved very well in the 2004 A-level examinations.

Very good teaching enables many students to learn very well.

Very good classroom relationships make a significant contribution to achievement.
Many students' organisational skills are not well developed.

Very good leadership and management underpin the subject’s strong performance.

Commentary

Results in the A-level examinations have been improving over recent years; in 2002 they were
average overall, with boys slightly above average and girls slightly below. In 2003 results
were above average and girls significantly outperformed boys. In 2004 results were well
above average with three-quarters of students gaining A or B grades. AS-level results in 2004
were below average.

In Year 13 standards are above expectations; this reflects very good achievement as
students’ attainment on entry was below average. Higher-attaining students demonstrate very
well developed essay skills; they analyse relevant contributory factors closely in reaching
logical and well argued conclusions to difficult questions. Average and lower-attaining
students use subject-specific terminology accurately but do not always include sufficient depth
and detail in their answers. Students' organisational skills are not fostered by the fact that
many choose to work in exercise books rather than the far more flexible A4 files, in which the
wealth of supporting material provided for them may be much more logically and helpfully
arranged.

The quality of teaching and learning is very good. Students feel very well known and
supported by their teachers and particularly value the amount of comment indicating the
scope for improvement that they receive on their assignments. Teachers have very detailed
subject knowledge which they use to continually challenge and extend students' learning.
Opportunities are occasionally missed to enhance students' understanding through use of
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contemporary quotes, or by a tendency to tell rather than ask. Students regularly practise on
past papers and questions and their involvement in assessing and evaluating their own and
their peers' work affords them valuable insight into raising attainment.

Leadership and management of the subject are very good. The recent change of syllabus has
attracted increasing numbers although a small minority in Year 12 is neither as mature nor
well motivated as they need to be if they are to realise their full potential. Improvement since
the last inspection has been good as is clear from the upward trend in results.

ENGINEERING, TECHNOLOGY AND MANUFACTURING

Product design

Provision in product design is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

e Students have excellent attitudes to the subject and achieve well from a well below average
starting point.

e Teaching is consistently good and often very good.

¢ Leadership and management of the head of faculty are very good.

e Students use ICT very effectively to enhance their learning.

157.

158.

159.

160.

Commentary

In 2003, GCE A-level results were well below average. All eight students achieved pass
grades, but none of these were A or B grades. Results in 2004, although below average were
above those obtained in 2003, with all six candidates achieving grades in the C to E range. In
AS-level examinations in 2004, eight of the nine entries gained pass grades and seven of
these students have continued with their studies towards A-level.

Inspection evidence indicates that standards are rising. This represents good achievement as
most students enter the course in Year 12 with well below average attainment in the subject.
Students in Year 13 demonstrate subject knowledge, understanding and skills at least in line
with course expectations and they have a secure grasp of subject vocabulary. The majority of
students have good making skills. Design skills are developing well. Students have a good
knowledge of the work of professional designers and use this to inform their own design work.
Students use an appropriate range of graphical techniques to develop and communicate their
design ideas. Analytical and evaluation skills are at expected levels. Students make effective
use of ICT to support their learning and in presenting their design folders. In Year 12,
students have made a sound start and are achieving well. They are making good gains in
knowledge and skills in all aspects of the course.

The quality of teaching is consistently good and often very good. The teachers have very
good subject knowledge and know the standards and requirements of the syllabus. This,
along with the excellent attitudes the students have to the subject, ensures that achievement
is at least good. Lessons are well planned and teaching methods are matched well to the
content to be delivered. Resources for learning are good and students are very well
supported and encouraged by their teachers who have high expectations of them.

Leadership and management are very good. The head of faculty has a clear view for the
development of the subject and how to raise the standards the students achieve. Three staff
are involved in teaching the course and they are deployed to make use of their specialist
expertise. The curriculum is challenging and the projects and tasks that are set stimulate and
interest the students. Target setting is in place for all students and the assessment system is
good. At the time of the last inspection the course had just been introduced. It is now well
established. Recruitment is increasing and standards are gradually rising.
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS AND MEDIA

Theatre studies was inspected in depth. Art and design, media studies, music and music
technology were sampled. Standards in A-level art and design in 2004 showed an
improvement on the 2003 results with three of the four candidates gaining the higher A or B
grades, although numbers in both years were too small for valid comparison with national
data. One lesson was seen in which teaching and learning were satisfactory. Students have
well-developed technical skills and use a good range of materials but the depth to which they
develop ideas is too limited.

One lesson was observed in media studies. Teaching and learning were good and the
lesson drew together and reinforced an overview of the interconnectedness of the media and
advertising and underlined the importance of both in modern society. It promoted students’
critical skills and equipped them to be discriminating consumers.

Numbers entered for the A-level examination in music over recent years have been too small
to make meaningful comparisons with national figures. However, all candidates have gained
grades in the A to E range. There is some variation in the quality of teaching. In one Year 13
lesson, preparation for the performing and extract sections of the examination was very good.
Students were constantly required to contribute to their learning and the pace was very
challenging. However, in a Year 12 harmony lesson the pace of the lesson was too slow and
students did not have the opportunity to play their results.

A-level examination results in music technology have been improving and the number of
students taking the course is increasing. Teaching and learning in the lessons observed were
very good. In Year 12 students’ arrangements showed very imaginative use of orchestration
techniques and counterpoint, whilst in Year 13, students’ compositions for a film clip were
excellent.

Theatre studies

Provision in theatre studies is satisfactory.

Main strengths and weaknesses

Students have positive attitudes towards drama and enjoy their lessons.

Standards of attainment are well below average, particularly in the written aspects of the subject.
There are weaknesses in management, especially in the lack of agreed schemes of work.

The subject makes a valuable contribution to students’ personal development and to the key

skills of working with others and problem solving.

165.

166.

Commentary

Results in the A-level examination in 2004 were well below average, broadly the same as
those of the previous year. All students gained at least a pass grade in both years.
Assessment documentation shows that students gained, on average, more or less as
predicted by their GCSE results and this represents satisfactory achievement. However, the
marks gained in 2004 were much higher in practical tests than in the written papers and this
was repeated in the AS-level results of the present Year 13 students at the end of Year 12.

Inspection evidence shows that standards are below course expectations. Students’
improvisation and devising skills show imagination, a willingness to experiment and a good
awareness of dramatic effect. Their written work, on the other hand, lacks organisation and
clarity. Lesson notes are superficial and not helpful for revision and essays lack clear
structure and purpose. Although work of the higher-attaining students is often perceptive and
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shows an independent approach, many other students find difficulty in expressing their ideas
clearly and sometimes lose the focus on text as performance and spend too much time
recounting the plot.

The quality of teaching and learning is satisfactory overall. Students enjoy the practical nature
of the subject and the very good relationships with their teachers mean that the climate for
learning is such that students feel able to experiment and take risks. The balance of theory
and practical is generally well managed but in some lessons lack of organisation means that
the depth to which students can take practical work is limited because there is not enough
time for development or evaluation. A very effective group improvisation based on Greek
chorus work and using Brecht's techniques took students on an emotional journey, putting
them into the skin of people in extreme situations. However, because the end of the lesson
was rushed they were given too little time to come out of the drama and reflect on what they
had achieved. When time is managed well in lessons, evaluation of practical work is much
more effective and students are then able to see how to improve their own work. The
assessment of written work is not handled well. There is not enough use of assessment
criteria and far too little attention is paid to students’ literacy and language skills so that
spelling and grammatical errors and poor expression are repeated because they are not
identified and corrected.

Although leadership is now satisfactory some aspects of management continue to be
unsatisfactory. There are, for example, no clear and agreed programmes of study and the
staffing problems over the last two years have severely affected standards. However, the
head of department recognises the changes that need to be made and now that there are two
full-time and well-qualified teachers whose styles complement each other, the capacity for
improvement, which has been unsatisfactory since the last inspection, is now good.

HOSPITALITY, SPORTS, LEISURE AND TRAVEL

Physical education

Provision in physical education is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

o Examination results are above average and improving.

¢ Students are achieving well in relation to their targets.

e Teaching and learning are good and students appreciate the efforts made on their behalf by
teachers.

e Standards in physiological aspects are below those reached in other aspects of the subject
specification.

169.

170.

Commentary

In the 2004 A-level examination, results were above average and better than the previous
year largely because of the improved performance of male students. The school and LEA
analysis of results indicates that achievement was good in relation to students’ starting points
on entry to the course as measured by their success in GCSE examinations. Course
completion rates are very good.

Students currently in Year 13 achieved satisfactorily in the 2004 AS-level examination but
changes in staffing had resulted in some lack of continuity in the teaching. Consequently,
many Year 13 students feel that they could have done better and are determined to improve
their results by resitting some of the modules. Teachers’ assessment information and other
inspection evidence indicate that they are well placed to do so, though their written work
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indicates that standards in comparative studies and sports psychology are higher than in
physiological aspects. For example, explanations of chemical processes within the body’s
energy systems tend to be vague.

Year 12 students have made good initial progress. Their attitudes to learning are very good.
In a lesson revising knowledge and understanding of the structure and organisation of sport in
the United Kingdom they were able to work quickly and accurately in pair and group activities,
which ensured that they were well prepared for their examination. Most students’ sporting
achievements are high and they appreciate the way in which their work, for example in sports
psychology or performance analysis, has led to improvements in their chosen activities. They
have positive views about the subject and many intend to choose to study sports related
courses in higher education. Many students help with extra-curricular activities for younger
pupils. This contributes well to their personal development.

Teaching and learning are good. There is a good blend of effective experienced A-level
teaching and some, which though less experienced, is innovative and knowledgeable, making
good use of information technology. In each of the lessons seen, students were revising for
modular examinations. These were well planned because they were based on a good
understanding of students’ strengths and weaknesses and linked the learning well to
examination criteria. All teachers use a range of strategies, which help prepare students for
the demands of higher education. Marking is regular and helps students see how to improve
their work. Students appreciate the support provided, for example in providing extra revision
lessons outside the school day.

Good progress is being made under the outstanding leadership of the head of department.
The trend in examination results is rising. Development planning is already well in hand to
increase A-level numbers and to introduce a broader range of courses appealing to students
who have a strong interest in sport but who would not want to follow an A-level course. This
gives the subject very good potential for further improvement.

BUSINESS

Business studies

Provision in business studies is good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

Students achieve well and examination results are above the national average.

Students make good progress because teaching is good.

Students have very good attitudes and very positive views of the course.

Not enough use is made of ICT to support teaching and learning, and some students do not

engage in enough independent learning activities.
e Students’ work is marked regularly but does not provide enough written feedback on how their
work can be improved.

174.

Commentary

The department offers AS and A-level courses in business studies in addition to a very
popular and successful GCSE course in Years 10 and 11. However, because significantly
more male than female students choose to take business studies in Year 12, and some
students take the course not having done the GCSE course, standards on entry are average
overall. Nevertheless, students achieve well and the percentage of students gaining the
higher A or B grades in the 2004 A-level examination was above average, with all students
gaining grades in the A to E range. Reflecting differences observed nationally, female
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students outperform males. Because the retention rate is very good, few students choose to
take a final AS-level grade.

Inspection evidence shows standards of work in Year 13 to be consistent with course
expectations. Students demonstrate a good knowledge and understanding of business topics
and can apply it to the analysis of case studies drawn from the business world. However,
there is variation in students’ confidence in applying appropriate terminology to analyse
business issues. For example, in one Year 13 lesson students were able to give accurate
explanations of different types of organisational structures. However, in another Year 13
lesson, students had difficulty in explaining the effects of economic policy on business.
Students in Year 12 are making good progress in developing their knowledge and
understanding of business concepts and applying what they have learnt to business
situations.

The quality of teaching and learning is good. Teachers use their very good subject knowledge
to explain topics clearly and provide relevant business examples. Lessons are very well
planned with clear aims and objectives. Teachers support students well with up-to-date
business materials and detailed guidance on examination requirements. However, although
students are well motivated, male students in particular are very dependent on their teachers
and do not take enough responsibility for their own learning. Because of difficulties of access,
not enough use is made of ICT to support teaching and learning. This issue will be tackled
when the new computer suite is opened. Although teachers provide students with good oral
feedback on their written work, they are not provided with enough written guidance through
marking on the weaknesses in their work and what they need to do in order to improve.

The leadership and management of the business studies department are very good, and good
progress has been made since the last inspection. Target setting is in place for all students
and the monitoring system is good. The department has recognised the areas for
improvement. The small team of teachers work closely together and the potential for further
improvement is good.
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PART D: SUMMARY OF THE MAIN INSPECTION JUDGEMENTS

Sixth School
Inspection judgement form grade
grade

The overall effectiveness of the sixth form and the school 2 2

How inclusive the school is

How the school’s effectiveness has changed since its last 2 2
inspection

Cost effectiveness of the sixth form / value for money provided by 2 1
the school

Overall standards achieved

Pupils’ achievement

Pupils’ attitudes, values and other personal qualities

Attendance

Behaviour, including the extent of exclusions

2
2
Attitudes 1 2
3
2

Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

The quality of education provided by the school

The quality of teaching

How well pupils learn

The quality of assessment

N WIN|IDN

How well the curriculum meets pupils needs

Enrichment of the curriculum, including out-of-school activities

Accommodation and resources

Pupils’ care, welfare, health and safety

Support, advice and guidance for pupils 2

How well the school seeks and acts on pupils’ views 1

The effectiveness of the school’s links with parents

The quality of the school’s links with the community 1

The school’s links with other schools and colleges 1

The leadership and management of the school

The governance of the school

The leadership of the headteacher

The leadership of other key staff
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The effectiveness of management 1 2

Inspectors make judgements on a scale: excellent (grade 1); very good (2); good (3); satisfactory (4); unsatisfactory (5);
poor (6); very poor (7).
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