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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SCHOOL

St Anne’s is a large Catholic primary school in the centre of Keighley serving four parishes. There
are 408 children on roll, 214 boys and 194 girls, and the school is often oversubscribed. About 80
per cent of the children are ethnically white, including a small number of refugee and asylum
seekers from Eastern Europe. There is an increasing proportion of British Asian Muslim children on
roll, as many as one in four of the current Year 1 and reception classes. These children are mainly
of Pakistani heritage, Panjabi speakers, with small numbers of children from Bangladeshi, Indian
and mixed heritage. Many of these children start school in reception with limited English. The
percentage of children registered with special educational needs is broadly in line with the national
average, although proportionately more children of Asian heritage in the school are registered than
white children. These needs include severe learning and social, emotional and behavioural
difficulties. Socio-economic circumstances locally have changed significantly since the last
inspection from average to below average. The standard of attainment at entry to the reception
classes has also fallen to be below average overall, although children’s entry level attainment
covers a wide range. The number of children who leave or join the school at other than the usual
times is broadly average. The school has Investors in People status, and is working towards the
award of Investors in Children status. It is a member of an Extended Child Care Project, takes part
in an Excellence in Cities initiative, and is an active member of a local Neighbourhood Learning
Network, centred on its partner High School. This partnership also offers support for the
development of Modern Foreign Languages in the school. Three key members of staff have been
absent for some time, replaced by two supply and one student teacher for the inspection.
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the inspection contractor. The procedures are set out in the leaflet ‘Complaining about
Ofsted Inspections’, which is available from Ofsted Publications Centre (telephone 07002
637833) or Ofsted’s website (www.ofsted.gov.uk).
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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
OVERALL EVALUATION

St Anne’s is a satisfactory school that provides a sound education for its children.
Achievement is satisfactory overall because the teaching is generally satisfactory with some
good features, although there is some inconsistency in children’s progress from year-to-
year and class to class. Children’s personal development is good. Leadership and
management are satisfactory, but there are important weaknesses in aspects of the
school’s self-evaluation and strategic planning. The school gives satisfactory value for
money.

The school’s main strengths and weaknesses are:

e One in three lessons is at least good and children behave well and respond
enthusiastically to the good stimulus provided through interesting visits, and visitors to
the school.

e Achievement is satisfactory overall, but inconsistent for different groups of children, and
standards (average points scores) have fallen in Year 2 and Year 6 national tests.

e The staff successfully promote children’s personal development so that children of
different faith and cultural backgrounds work and play well together.

e The school collects a significant amount of data about its work, including staff
performance, but this has not always been used effectively enough to plan new work or
to identify and tackle areas requiring improvement.

e The school’s involvement in developments with other local schools adds real benefits to
the children’s quality of education.

The school’s effectiveness has declined overall since the last inspection in 1999, from good
to satisfactory. Good improvements have been made to the difficult accommodation, and to
teaching, learning and resources in information and communication technology (ICT). A real
success has been the development of good quality library provision. However, the
standards achieved have not kept pace with national progress and the overall quality of
education has fallen, as has the quality of aspects of leadership and management.

STANDARDS ACHIEVED

Results in National all schools similar schools
Curriculum tests at the end
of Year 6, compared with: 2002 2003 2004 2004
English C A C B
mathematics B B D D
science C B D C

Key: A - well above average; B — above average; C — average; D — below average; E — well below average
Similar schools are those whose pupils attained similarly at the end of Year 2.

Achievement is satisfactory. Compared to similar schools, the school’s results in national
tests at the end of Year 6 in 2004 were average overall, as shown in the table. They were
average in English and below average in mathematics and science compared to the
national average. At the end of Year 2, the school’s results were average in mathematics
compared to similar schools and national averages, but below them in reading and writing.
The results for both Year 2 and Year 6 fell from the previous year. This is partly explained
by the decline in attainment at entry, but also reflects inconsistencies in achievement as
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children progress through the school. The school has adapted effectively in the main to the
growing number of children learning English as an additional language, or with special
educational needs, and these children generally achieve satisfactorily. Children in Year 6
currently attain broadly average standards in English, but below average in mathematics
and science. This represents satisfactory progress and achievement since Year 2 when
their attainment was below average overall. The current Year 2 children have not
accelerated fast enough to catch up on their lower than expected progress in reception.
They reach average levels for their age in science but below average levels overall in
reading, writing and mathematics. This year's reception classes have achieved
satisfactorily from below average levels at entry. Whilst many have achieved the goals
expected by the end of reception, their attainment overall is still below average. Years 3, 4
and 5 appear to be on track to achieve at least average levels, and possibly higher, by Year
6. Children achieve good results in ICT and history by the end of Year 6. Children’s
personal development is good, including their spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development. They behave well and have good attitudes to their learning. Punctuality is
good but attendance is slightly below average.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION

The quality of education is satisfactory. Teaching is satisfactory with some good
features, especially in reading, ICT and history, although a small percentage of lessons is
unsatisfactory. Teachers manage the children well, keep their interest in most lessons, and
deploy support staff effectively. Children generally make satisfactory progress in their
learning, including those with special educational needs, although this is too variable from
class to class, particularly for girls in mathematics and science. Those children learning
English as an additional language generally progress well in developing their speaking and
listening skills and reading. The curriculum is satisfactory and it is enriched well by visitors
such as local poets and artists, and through links with the local Catholic High School for
modern foreign languages and sport. Procedures for children’s care, welfare and health and
safety are good, and children feel that they have someone to turn to if in need. Links with
parents, the parish and local community are good, and with other schools and colleges they
are very good.

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

Leadership and management are satisfactory, but key roles are not clearly enough
defined. Leadership has strengths in ensuring that children from different backgrounds work
and play together well and that the staff work together effectively as a team. There are
weaknesses, however, in using the wealth of monitoring information available to focus
strongly and effectively on raising children’s achievement. Management ensures that the
school runs smoothly from day-to-day and that there are good relationships at all levels.
However, staff performance management does not have sufficient impact on raising
standards in the core subjects, which have also been adversely affected by the long-term
absence of three senior members of staff. The governors support the school strongly and
ensure that all statutory requirements are met, but do not hold it sufficiently to account for
children’s progress and achievement.

PARENTS’ AND PUPILS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL
Parents are generally supportive of the school. They feel that the school is very caring,

helps their children mature and behave well and make good progress in their learning. A
minority of parents feel that they are not as well informed by the school as they should be,
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and that bullying is not handled effectively. The children are very happy with the school, and
praise the tolerance and community spirit fostered. They feel that staff are approachable,
and that any problems are dealt with swiftly and effectively, including bullying. The
inspection supports most of these comments, but finds that progress is too inconsistent,
that bullying is dealt with effectively, and that information provided for parents is good.

IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED

The most important things the school should do to improve are:

e ensure that children’s achievement is consistently at least satisfactory or better, and
focus sharply on raising standards of attainment in all areas that are currently below
average;

e analyse data and other evaluative information effectively to determine what aspects of
the school need to improve, and plan priorities based directly on anticipated
improvements in children’s learning and quality of education, to be monitored regularly
by senior managers and governors as critical friends;

e through rigorous performance management, hold all staff accountable for the progress
and achievement of their classes or groups of children, including boys and girls and
those from different ethnic and cultural backgrounds.
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PART B: COMMENTARY ON THE INSPECTION FINDINGS

STANDARDS ACHIEVED BY CHILDREN

Standards achieved in areas of learning, subjects and courses

Achievement is broadly satisfactory. Children generally attain good levels in reading, but not
as good in writing. Attainment in mathematics is below average in Year 2 and Year 6.
Children in Year 2 reach average levels in science, but in Year 6 attainment is below
average.

Main strengths and weaknesses

There has been a good improvement in the number of children achieving higher than
expected levels in English this year.

Too few children attain above expected levels in national tests at the end of Year 2 and
Year 6.

Children with special educational needs generally make satisfactory progress in their
learning, and a significant number make good progress.

Children learning English as an additional language make good progress in speaking
and listening and reading.

Results in national tests in 2004 fell at the end of Year 6 in English, mathematics and
science, and in reading and writing at the end of Year 2.

Achievement in information and communication technology and history is good across
the school.

Commentary

1.

Attainment on entry to the reception classes was below average this year. The current
Year 6 also had below average attainment at entry and below average attainment in
the Year 2 national tests. Since then attainment on entry has varied year-on-year, but
the trend matches the lowering socio-economic circumstances locally. Achievement
by the end of reception is satisfactory but despite this many children will not achieve
the goals identified for the end of the reception year. Children with special educational
needs make satisfactory progress. Children for whom English is not their first
language also progress at a satisfactory rate.

Achievement in Years 1 to 6 is satisfactory overall. There are variations between rates
of progress in different classes and year groups, such as the current Year 2, but most
children make satisfactory progress. There have been differences between the
achievement of boys and girls in different years. For example, in 2002 and 2003 boys
achieved higher results than girls in the Year 6 national tests, but, in 2004, girls
achieved higher results than boys. Currently, there is no significant difference between
the attainment of boys and girls beyond the national difference. Children in Years 3 to
5 make satisfactory and often good progress, and appear to be on track to achieve at
least average and possibly higher results by Year 6.

Compared to other schools nationally, the school’s results in national tests at the end
of Year 6 in 2004 were average overall, as shown in the table. They were average in
English but below average in mathematics and science compared to the national
average. Compared to similar schools, the school’s results were above average in
English, below average in mathematics and average in science.
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Standards in national tests at the end of Year 6 — average point scores in 2004

Standards in:

School results

National results

English 27.4 (28.3) 26.9 (26.8)
mathematics 26.5 (27.5) 27.0 (26.8)
science 28.4 (29.4) 28.6 (28.6)

There were 67 children in the year group. Figures in brackets are for the previous year

4. At the end of Year 2, the school’s results were average in mathematics compared to
similar schools and national averages, but below them in reading and writing. The
results for both Year 2 and Year 6 fell from the previous year. This is partly explained
by the decline in attainment at entry, but also reflects inconsistencies in achievement
as children progress through the school.

Standards in national tests at the end of Year 2 — average point scores in 2004

Standards in:

School results

National results

reading 15.5 (16.3) 15.8 (15.7)
writing 14.3 (15.2) 14.6 (14.6)
mathematics 16.3 (16.3) 16.2 (16.3)

There were 57 children in the year group. Figures in brackets are for the previous year

5. The school has adapted effectively in the main to the growing number of children
learning English as an additional language and these children generally achieve
satisfactorily. The support staff generally offer good support to children identified. This
is most effective in developing their speaking and listening skills and improving their
reading. In most classes, children are set in groups based on their competence in
English. Lessons in some classes are then timetabled for mathematics as well as
English, based on these groups. This arrangement occasionally places children
learning English as an additional language inappropriately for their mathematics and in
some cases other lessons.

6. The achievement of the children with special educational needs is satisfactory overall,
but there are considerable variations across the school. The children who attend
speech and language intervention programmes achieve particularly well, due to the
very good teaching and the quality of the programme. The other intervention
programmes are generally well taught and the majority of the children achieve well in
these sessions. There is a small number of children whose learning needs have not
been assessed accurately and therefore not suitably addressed. These children make
slower progress than they should.

7. Children in Year 6 currently attain broadly average standards in English, but below
average in mathematics and science. This represents satisfactory progress and
achievement since Year 2, when their attainment was below average overall.

8. The current Year 2 children have not built effectively enough on their average
attainment on entry to reception so that they attain below average standards in
reading, writing and mathematics, although average in science. This is mainly
because of insufficient progress in reception. Children achieve good results in ICT and
history by the end of Year 6.
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9. A significant strength in the school’'s promotion of children’s achievement is in the
wider curriculum in ICT and history, and in the children’s involvement in sampling
modern foreign languages through links with the partner High School.
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Children’s attitudes, values and other personal qualities

Children show good attitudes to the school and their learning. They benefit from the good
provision that is made for their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Behaviour
and relationships throughout the school are good. Attendance is just below the national
average.

Main strengths and weaknesses

Children have good attitudes to learning and this helps them to concentrate on their
work.

Relationships throughout the school are good, founded on good behaviour.

Children mature well, and there is good provision for their spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development.

Attendance is unsatisfactory but punctuality is good.

Commentary

10.

In the reception classes, careful attention is given to promoting the children’s personal,
social and emotional development. This is reflected in the way in which the children
relate to one another and to the adults who work with them. Over time the children
learn to share equipment, take turns and co-operate sensibly in the classroom and
during outdoor play. Many of the children in reception are on course to achieve the
early learning goals in personal, social and emotional development by the time they
enter Year 1, although a significant minority will not.

11. In Years 1 to 6, behaviour in lessons is good overall and sometimes very good. Where
lessons are stimulating and teaching is good, the children listen attentively, work with
good concentration and participate enthusiastically in class discussion. On occasions,
when lessons are less interesting, some of the children lose concentration and are
inclined to become inattentive and noisy.

12. The children move around the awkward school building quietly and sensibly. They
greet visitors with a smile and are pleased to hold doors open and give directions.
Behaviour in assembly is of a high standard. In the complex playground areas, the
children play together happily, and respect the boundaries of the areas set aside for
specific activities, such as football. During the visits out of school that took place in the
inspection week the children’s behaviour was exemplary. Exclusions are rare, and
only imposed when all other means of improving an individual’s behaviour have been
exhausted. There has been only one fixed period exclusion during the past year.

Ethnic background of pupils Exclusions in the last school year

No of pupils Number of Number of

Categories used in the Annual School Census on Eollp fixed period permanent

exclusions exclusions

White — British 318 0 0

White - Irish 5 0 0

White — any other background 9 0 0

Mixed — White and Black Caribbean 1 1 0

Mixed — any other mixed background 2 0 0
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Asian or Asian British — Indian 1 0 0
Asian or Asian British — Pakistani 60 0 0
Asian or Asian British - Bangladeshi 1 0 0
Parent/pupil preferred not to say 13 0 0
13. The school makes good provision for the children’s spiritual development. Many

14.

15.

16.

opportunities are provided, in prayer times in the classroom and in assembly, for the
children to reflect quietly and thoughtfully on their lives, their friendships and their
many blessings and to think about and pray for those people who are less fortunate
than themselves. Muslim parents say that they appreciate the spiritual qualities taught.
During assembly, the children’s singing and the wonder they portrayed when they
heard about the million poppies that were to be dropped in The Mall, in London, as
part of the VE Day celebrations evoked a moving sense of spirituality.

Provision for the children’s social and moral development is good. The behaviour
policy is consistently implemented by the teaching and support staff and provides an
effective framework for encouraging and rewarding positive behaviour and sound
moral values. Relationships throughout the school are good. The children understand
the difference between right and wrong and appreciate how unkind words and actions
can affect other people. Good procedures are in place for ensuring that the children
enjoy an environment that is free from bullying, racism and other forms of harassment.
This is reflected in the way in which children of different faiths and cultural
backgrounds work and play together in harmony. A good range of after-school clubs
and a carefully planned programme of educational visits strongly support the
children’s personal and social development.

Provision for the children’s cultural development is satisfactory. Children benefit from
working with visiting artists and poets and from visiting places of cultural interest in
Keighley and further afield. As part of the programme of study for religious education,
the children learn about the similarities between Christianity, Islam and Judaism. For
example, some of the children worked with children from other local schools and
produced detailed and colourful banners depicting Christian, Jewish and lIslamic
beliefs which have their shared origins in the Old Testament.

The school makes satisfactory arrangements for promoting regular attendance and
punctuality. However, the attendance rate has fallen since the last inspection, due to
an increasing number of families taking holidays in term time and an increase in the
number of ethnic minority children making extended visits to their countries of origin.
Attendance for the last reporting year was slightly below the national median. All
absence was authorised. Punctuality throughout the school is good. The vast majority
of the children arrive on time in the mornings and lessons start promptly.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL

The quality of education is satisfactory. Teaching and learning are satisfactory. The
curriculum is satisfactory, enriched well by visitors such as local poets and artists, and
through links with the local High School for modern foreign languages. Procedures for
children’s care, welfare and health and safety are good, and children feel that they have
someone to turn to if in need. Links with parents, the parish and local community are good,
and there are very good links with other schools and colleges.
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Teaching and learning

The quality of teaching and learning is satisfactory: it is occasionally very good or excellent,
but also occasionally unsatisfactory. Assessment is satisfactory overall, but has some
weaknesses in the use of the information collected about children’s learning.

Main strengths and weaknesses

The staff manage the pupils well and generally keep them interested in lessons.

The teaching of ICT has improved considerably, and children learn new skills well.

The learning support assistants make a good contribution to the learning of children with
special educational needs.

Progress in learning is inconsistent between classes and year groups.

Teachers do not make the best use of what they know about children’s learning in
planning new work.

Visiting specialists such as a poet and local historian lead very successful themed
learning.

Children learning English as an additional language make good progress in reading, but
their needs are sometimes not assessed effectively.

Commentary

17.

The quality of teaching is satisfactory, leading to satisfactory learning overall. This is a
decline since the last inspection when teaching and learning were good, and no
teaching was unsatisfactory. However, there have been many changes to the school,
staffing and local socio-economic circumstances in the six years since the last
inspection. Additionally, three staff have been absent for long terms and this has
probably had a significant impact on the overall quality of teaching. Good and
occasionally very good teaching was observed in English in Years 1 to 4, in
mathematics in Years 3 and 6, and science in Years 3 and 5. History is also often
taught well. The key features of these good or better lessons are:-

e good pace, as in a Year 6 writing session
very good relationships between the staff and the children
interactive whiteboards used effectively, as in a Year 2 mathematics lesson
questioning skilfully focused to extend children’s thinking
the plenary discussion giving all children chance to discuss their findings.

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection in 40 lessons

Excellent

Very good

Good

Satisfactory

Unsatisfactory

Poor

Very Poor

1 (3%)

4 (10%)

14 (35%)

19 (47%)

2 (5%)

0

0

The table gives the number of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about lessons; figures in

brackets show percentages where 30 or more lessons are seen.

18.
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In most lessons, the staff prepare their lessons effectively to interest and motivate the
children. Children generally behave well and this helps the staff to teach as they wish
in the main. Teaching in English and mathematics is organised in groups, or sets,
based on children’s prior attainment. This works satisfactorily in most cases, and
children are supported and encouraged well through appropriate praise for their
efforts. However, teachers’ planning for these sessions is often pitched at the middle
attainers in the set, with support available for children needing extra help. Too often
the potentially higher attaining children are not sufficiently challenged. Also, lesson
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

openings, particularly in English and mathematics lessons, are often too long and
some children become bored and restless. A visiting poet set an excellent example of
how to begin a literacy lesson.

The children know him from past visits, and as soon as the class teacher had
introduced him he asked, ‘Shall we write some poetry?’ Then he recited one of his
poems that required the children to join in, gave homage to Charles Causley very
movingly, and within five minutes the children were composing skilled alliterative
pieces orally, some with internal rhyme, amended and improved by other children, and
scribbled at great pace onto whiteboards. This was a literacy lesson of enormous
power in pushing forward children’s learning of and use of English that broke the usual
pattern of many such lessons. Here, bilingual children produced exciting and complex
poetic improvisations that reinforced very effectively their confidence and control of the
language without waiting for half the lesson to be active in their own learning.

Teaching is satisfactory overall in the reception classes. Some good teaching was
observed but also occasional unsatisfactory features. The teachers plan together for
most lessons and this contributes to a shared approach to learning. However, children
are not sufficiently involved in planning and reviewing their work and this limits their
understanding of their own learning. The emphasis on the development of language
and literacy skills and the contribution of support staff, soundly enhances learning.

In general, children learning English as an additional language make satisfactory
progress in their learning a cross the curriculum. They are fully integrated into the
school, and their personal development is well promoted by the staff. They make good
progress in speaking and listening and reading, but the same slower progress in
writing as most of their peers. However, there is a weakness in identifying the needs
of children from minority ethnic groups who have little English on entry. They are
assessed by monolingual English speakers, often in reception, so until they begin to
speak English more confidently it is unclear how their current level of understanding or
their needs can be assessed. So far, the school has not involved bilingual parents or
Education Bradford’s staff to help at this stage.

A required improvement from the last inspection was to increase staff's competence
and confidence in teaching ICT in order to raise children’s standards. This has been
achieved well, and the enthusiasm of the coordinator, an advanced skills teacher in
the subject, has helped the rest of the staff to build their expertise well. This has also
been aided by the acquisition of new hardware and software and a new suite that is
used effectively for children to extend their learning and use of a wide range of
programs. However, staff do not yet encourage children to use these skills sufficiently
in other subjects.

The teaching for the children with special educational needs is satisfactory overall.
The teaching in the small support groups is good and in the speech and language
sessions it is very good. Within the main lessons, the class teachers ensure that
during the group activity times, the learning support assistants provide considerable
support to the majority of the special needs children, enabling them to achieve their
tasks. However, in some lessons, such as a Year 2 literacy lesson, the children with
special educational needs had unsuitable work for a considerable time and the two
support staff were not asked to provide teaching suited to the children’s needs.

In most of the English and mathematics lessons observed, the teachers ensured that
identified children for extra support were able to undertake their work successfully by
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presenting it in a simplified format and by providing the children with specific adult
support. However, throughout the school there are some children who have not been
identified and diagnosed with sufficient speed and their learning needs are not fully
addressed. Others are sometimes given the same support programmes more than
once, in the hope that eventually it will be successful.

25. Assessment overall is satisfactory, and there is an increasing amount of evidential
data available to the school about children’s progress and achievement. New systems
have been put in place to track children’s progress towards targets set in literacy and
numeracy. These have not yet led to effective use of the information gained to plan
new work for children in lessons. However, children know the targets they must reach
to improve in literacy and numeracy, and their understanding of how they might
improve is satisfactory. The assessment of the children with special educational needs
is satisfactory and is becoming more detailed, in order to show small steps in
improvement. An unsatisfactory element is the lack of rigorous evaluation at regular
intervals of the assessments carried out by the support staff who teach in the
withdrawal groups.

The curriculum

Curriculum provision is satisfactory. Resources for learning are good but the
accommodation is unsatisfactory. Opportunities for curriculum enrichment are good.

St Anne’s Catholic Primary School -17 - July 2005



Main strengths and weaknesses

Curriculum enrichment through visits and visitors is a very strong feature of the
provision.

Participation in sport is good.

The inclusion of modern foreign languages is an innovative feature of provision.

The children’s personal, social and health education is promoted effectively.

The physical environment places restrictions on curriculum provision in some areas of
children’s education.

Commentary

26.

27.

28.

29.

The school provides a broad and relevant curriculum that is carefully structured to
provide adequately for all the required areas of learning based on national guidance.
In the reception classes, the curriculum makes satisfactory provision for children to
work towards the learning goals for this age group. The national strategies for literacy
and numeracy are securely established and ICT provision has undergone
considerable improvement since the last inspection. In literacy, good provision is
made for children to experience the work of a wide range of authors but there are
insufficient planned opportunities for children’s speaking skills to be developed across
the curriculum. Although provision for numeracy is satisfactory overall, opportunities
are often missed to develop mathematical skills across the curriculum, for example in
science, where more use could be made of children’s data-handling skills. The
inclusion of modern foreign languages in the curriculum for Year 4 through very good
links with the partner High School is a strong and innovative feature of provision.
There are also ‘themed’ weeks, featuring focused activity on specific aspects of the
curriculum.

Provision for children’s personal, social and health education is promoted effectively in
well planned opportunities throughout the curriculum, notably in Religious Education,
collective worship and in lessons specifically planned to focus on this important area.
The provision for children’s personal development is a strength of the school, and
drugs awareness and sex and relationships education are carefully taught.

The school ensures equality of access and learning opportunities for all children
regardless of gender, race or prior attainment. The curriculum is inclusive, with equal
appeal to boys and girls. Children learning English as an additional language receive
good support in lessons and achieve equally as well as other groups. However,
although provision for literacy and numeracy is generally satisfactory in meeting the
needs of groups of different prior attainment, this provision is not often expended to
meet children’s differing needs in other curriculum areas.

The provision for the children with special educational needs is satisfactory across the
school. The curriculum provided includes a range of effective special programmes to
develop skills in spoken language and literacy and in mathematics and these suit the
needs of most children. The advice of specialist professionals is used well to provide a
modified curriculum for the children with specific statements of special educational
needs. The national Code of Practice is satisfactorily implemented and the class
teachers plan activities within the lessons that enable the children to work towards the
targets in their individual education plans. The building is not equipped to meet the
needs of children who have visual, hearing or physical disabilities.
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30.

31.

32.

Provision for curriculum enrichment is good and greatly enhances children’s learning
across the curriculum. A good range of after-school clubs, such as chess, drama,
choir, sport and ICT, are fully inclusive and make a good contribution to learning.
School trips and residential visits significantly enhance learning in lessons and are
also a central part of the school's success in providing for children’s personal
development.

Visitors to school make a significant contribution to children’s learning. During the
inspection, the considerable influence of a visiting poet was evident in children’s
learning throughout the school. In Year 3, learning in history is greatly enhanced by
the contribution of a local historian in helping children to devise a local heritage trail,
and children’s artistic development is promoted well in visits from an artist and a
trained ballet dancer. Good opportunities are provided for children to take part in
sporting activity through links with other schools and agencies, such as Bradford City
Football Club, Oak Bank Sports College and the local high school.

There are sufficient staff trained to work in a primary school. The school makes the
best use it can of the out-dated accommodation, which is on three levels and makes
access difficult for anyone with impaired mobility. The building is clean and bright, with
up to date décor and attractive displays of children’s work. However, the arrangement
of classrooms, many staircases and very small assembly hall place restrictions on
curriculum provision overall and make whole school occasions very difficult to
manage. A much improved feature, however, is the recently remodelled indoor
accommodation for the reception pupils. Although the school makes very effective
arrangements to ensure children’'s safety, the available outdoor space is
unsatisfactory due to the location and state of the available field and the inconvenient
arrangement of playgrounds at different levels. Resources for learning are generally
good with particularly good provision for ICT in the recently installed computer suite.
The very well stocked and managed library is a very good feature of curriculum
provision and makes a significant contribution to children’s literacy.

Care, guidance and support

The school provides a good level of care for its children and provides them with a
satisfactory standard of support, advice and guidance based on monitoring. Procedures for
seeking and acting upon children’s views are good.

Main strengths and weaknesses

The school provides its children with a safe and healthy learning environment.
Relationships at all levels are good and support children’s learning effectively.
Arrangements for seeking, valuing and acting upon children’s views are good.

Commentary

33.

This is an inclusive school in which children are treated fairly and in which all children,
including those with special educational needs and from a variety of ethnic groups,
have equality of access and opportunity to all that the school provides. The support,
care and guidance provided to the children with statements of special educational
needs by their designated support assistants are very good. However, guidance is
stronger for pupils’ personal and emotional development than for their academic
progress and achievement.
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

The school provides a good level of care for its children. Child protection procedures
are good, adhering to guidelines provided by Education Bradford and supported very
well by the care service provided by the Leeds diocese. All areas of the school
building and grounds are clean and well maintained. Children are properly supervised
throughout the school day and any accidents are dealt with efficiently and recorded
carefully.

A satisfactory induction programme helps the youngest children to settle happily into
the reception classes, and enables children joining the school at other times to adapt
quickly to the school’s rules and conventions. The Catholic ethos is central to all the
school’s work and the children are cared for and valued in line with the mission
statement: “I have come that they may have life and have it to the full”. The children, in
turn, look after one another. They are kind and friendly, they make visitors feel
welcome and they are courteous to all the adults in the school community.

Provision for the children’s personal, social, health and citizenship education is good.
The parish priest is a frequent visitor and makes a very effective contribution to the
moral development of the children and the quality of school life in general. The police
schools’ liaison officer also visits the school regularly and makes a valuable
contribution to the children’s all-round development by increasing their awareness of
the dangers associated with smoking and alcohol and drug misuse. Through several
areas of the curriculum, notably religious education, science, physical education and
geography, the children develop qualities such as honesty, reliability and a sense of
caring, and learn the principles of a healthy lifestyle and the importance of caring for
the environment.

Relationships at all levels are good. Reported incidents of bullying and other forms of
harassment are rare, but investigated thoroughly and recorded appropriately. Children
from all ethnic groups say that they feel safe and well cared for. A learning support
assistant has responsibility for counselling the children in relation to incidents of poor
behaviour which occur at lunch time. She liaises closely with the parents of the
children concerned, in close consultation with the headteacher. Where children are
experiencing relationship problems, the school enlists the support of a counsellor
employed by the Leeds diocese, who comes into school to work with the children
involved and help them develop strategies to deal with issues such as friendship
difficulties. This feature of the school was praised by parents and Year 6 children.

The school council is well established and has influenced a number of school
improvements. The council also provides a useful forum for discussing children’s
concerns. The children themselves, through the school council, decide which charities
are to be supported during the year. Fund raising for charity is an important part of
school life and serves to heighten the children’s awareness of the needs of others and
extend their understanding of global citizenship.

Partnership with parents, other schools and the community

The school has maintained a good partnership with parents and good links with the church
and the local community. The school has developed very good links with other local
schools.

Main strengths and weaknesses
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e The school provides good information for parents about school events and the
curriculum and their children’s progress.

The school involves parents through seeking, valuing and acting on their views.

Links with the church and the local community are good.

The school has very good links with other local schools.

The school makes very good arrangements for the transfer of Year 6 children to the next
stage of their education.

Commentary

39. As at the time of the last inspection, the school enjoys good relationships with parents.
The quality of the information provided for parents is good. Curriculum information is
provided to parents at the beginning of every term, which helps them to support their
children’s learning. Children’s annual written reports are detailed and informative.
There is very good liaison with the parents whose children participate in the intensive
reading programme.

40. Formal parents’ evenings are held twice a year. The school’s ‘open door’ policy gives
parents the opportunity to approach the staff at any time, should they have any
concerns. Parents’ views are canvassed through questionnaires at least once every
two years, giving the school valuable information on what parents like about the
school and what they would like to see improved. Since the last inspection, a home-
school agreement has been drawn up by a working party of school councillors,
parents, staff and governors. It sets out very clearly the responsibilities of the parents,
the children and the school in terms of working together, in partnership, to achieve
high standards of work and behaviour, to establish a caring Catholic school
community and to develop an understanding of other faiths.

41. The parent teacher association (PTA) is active in arranging social and fund raising
events for the children and their families and does much to foster good relationships
between the school, the parish and the local community. For example, the association
organised a successful ‘Taste the World’ afternoon to which parents, children and
members of the local community were invited.

42. Links with the church and the local community are good. The Parish Priest visits the
school frequently and is well known to the children and their families. The Imam from
the Keighley mosque has visited the school, and the headteacher has visited the
mosque school. Children visit the mosque and local churches as part of their studies
in religious education. During the inspection the Year 3 children took many parents
and friends on a well informed guided history tour of the town. Year 2 children have
prepared well for a school celebration to mark the 60" anniversary of the end of World
War Il, to which older members of the church and the local community have been
invited.

43. The school continues to work very closely with the Catholic Partnership of Schools in
the local area. For example, the Partnership schools have a joint policy on race
relations. Teachers from all five schools had a joint diocesan training day on race
relations, with speakers from different faiths. The school has very good links with the
nearby Catholic High School, one of the Partnership schools, to which the vast
majority of the children transfer at the end of Year 6. A very good transition
programme helps to prepare the older children effectively for the next stage of their
education. During the inspection, the Year 4 children took part in a concert celebrating
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the high school’s ‘International Week'. Their enjoyment of the occasion was reflected
in their excellent behaviour, their enthusiasm and the quality of their singing.

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

Leadership and management are satisfactory. Leadership, management and governance
are all satisfactory.

Main strengths and weaknesses

The headteacher sets the tone for the school and ensures that relationships at all levels
are good.

Evidence from monitoring children’s achievement is not used rigorously enough to
improve standards.

The school is managed efficiently and runs smoothly from day-today, but some key roles
are not clearly enough defined.

The senior staff work together well to promote inclusion and children’s personal
development.

There is no clear leadership for the reception classes as Foundation Stage.

Governors support the school enthusiastically, but do not challenge the management
team keenly enough.

Staff development has improved the provision for ICT, but has not had enough impact
on the overall quality of education and children’s achievement.

Commentary

44.

45.

46.

Leadership is satisfactory. The headteacher leads the school soundly and sets high
expectations for an inclusive ethos of calm behaviour and cooperation. With the senior
staff she provides a tranquil atmosphere that enables children from different
backgrounds to work and play together well and the staff to work together effectively
as a team. This contributes successfully to the children’s good personal development
and the delivery of the school’s spiritual mission for its Catholic children. This is
achieved with the support of parents of the British Asian Muslim community whose
children attend the school.

The headteacher has negotiated over £500,000 to improve the learning environment,
providing a new reception base, an ICT suite and an extra staircase to make the
building more accessible. Staff, parents and pupils feel that the school is well led and
managed, and support the headteacher strongly. Supported well by the governors, the
headteacher has a clear and sincere vision for the success of the school and for the
highest achievement for the pupils, stated in the school’'s aims and the Improvement
Plan.

There are weaknesses, however, in using the wealth of monitoring information
available to focus strongly and effectively on raising children’s achievement. Data is
collected regularly at all levels of the school, and recently improved assessment
systems have been implemented to track children’s progress in key areas of their
learning. From this, targets are set for individual children and age cohorts, and for staff
performance management. The new systems have begun to make an impact on
pupils’ achievement, but the absence of a key member of the senior team has delayed
an effective analysis of recent outcomes. Nonetheless, there has been evidence of
inconsistent progress in different classes and for different groups of children in the
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47.

past that has not led to sufficient accountability for the lack of expected progress in the
core subjects. The focus that is expected from the leadership team and governors in
concentrating relentlessly on pupils’ achievement has not been rigorous enough to
help all the different groups of children to achieve the levels of which they are capable.
This aspect of leadership and management has declined since the last inspection.

The governors support the school strongly and ensure that all statutory requirements
are met, but do not hold it sufficiently to account for children’s progress and
achievement. They have managed a difficult budget situation carefully arising from
long-term staff absence in order to maintain a budget surplus, and fulfil the rest of their
duties conscientiously. The table shows the finance details for the financial year
2004/5.

Income and expenditure (£) Balances (£)
Total income 1,089,223 Balance from previous year 30,865
Total expenditure 1,112,192 Balance carried forward to the next 7,896
Expenditure per pupil 2,725

48.

49.

50.

Management ensures that the school runs smoothly from day to day and that there
are good relationships at all levels. It has also led to good improvements in the
provision for ICT and current work to improve children’s mathematics and writing
skills. However, staff performance management has not yet had sufficient impact on
maintaining standards in the core subjects, which have also been adversely affected
by the long-term absence of three senior members of staff. In part this is because the
roles and responsibilities of senior staff are not efficiently distributed. For example, the
headteacher has the main responsibility for overseeing such whole school areas as
assessment and the curriculum, whilst other senior staff have lesser responsibilities.
This has hindered her ability to monitor the work of the school as she is too involved in
the detail to take an effective overview. Similarly, the leadership and management of
the Foundation Stage is not the responsibility of any of the staff working in reception or
Years 1 and 2, making it difficult to keep a close eye on how effective the quality of
education is in this important part of the school. The headteacher, senior staff and
governors are already considering senior staff roles as part of the national initiative to
restructure staffing, and this is timely.

The school has two co-ordinators for special educational needs, one to lead and
manage the provision in the reception year and Years 1 and 2 and the other for Years
3 to 6. At present, the headteacher is substituting for the co-ordinator of the older
classes. Each has a half a day a week for this role. Their time is used well to ensure
that the school gains good value from its allocated external support from Education
Bradford for advice from the educational psychologist and this has led to the
implementation of successful support programmes. However, the co-ordinators do not
evaluate the progress and achievement of each child and they are not sufficiently
aware which children make good progress and which do not.

Those staff with subject leadership roles generally perform them satisfactorily as far as
their role is defined, and there is good leadership of ICT and history. The subject
leaders for English and mathematics, and one of the Special Needs Coordinators
were absent for the inspection, and this has had an adverse effect on the school’s
recent development. The subject leaders are not expected to take sufficient

St Anne’s Catholic Primary School -23- July 2005




responsibility for children’s progress and achievement in their areas of responsibility,
and this is a weakness.
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PART C: THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION IN AREAS OF LEARNING AND
SUBJECTS

AREAS OF LEARNING IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

51.

92.

53.

54.

55.

Overall provision for children in the reception classes is satisfactory. Attainment on
entry has fallen from average to below average since the last inspection. Children’s
achievement has fallen from good to satisfactory since the last inspection.

Teaching is satisfactory overall with some good teaching observed but also occasional
unsatisfactory features. A satisfactory curriculum provides an appropriate balance
between child initiated and adult-directed activities. Teachers plan together for most
lessons and this contributes to a cohesive approach to learning. However, children are
not sufficiently involved in planning and reviewing their work and this limits their
understanding of their own learning. The emphasis on the development of language
and literacy skills and the contribution of support staff, enhance learning soundly.
However, early assessment of the language skills of those children learning English as
an additional language does not involve bilingual support, limiting the scope of the
assessment.

Children’s attainment on entry to the reception classes overall is below the level
expected for children of this age. Achievement by the end of the Foundation Stage is
satisfactory but despite this many children will not achieve the goals identified for the
end of the reception year. Children with special educational needs make satisfactory
progress. Children for whom English is not their first language also progress at a
satisfactory rate. There is a satisfactory range of resources both within the classrooms
and outdoors. However, the outdoor area lacks a roof. This lack limits the time spent
outside and could account for slower progress in physical development.

Teachers provide a sound range of activities to develop children’s learning in most
areas of the curriculum, although potentially higher achieving c