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School category: Community

Age range of pupils: 3-11
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Number on roll: 138
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Nottingham
Nottinghamshire

Postcode: NG16 2PG

Telephone number: 0115 9385050

Fax number: 0115 9385075

Appropriate authority: Governing body

Name of chair of Mrs J Kirkland
governors:

Date of previous March 2003
inspection:

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SCHOOL

This is a small primary school, catering for boys and girls from aged three to eleven years, on the
outskirts of Nottingham. It serves an area in which social and economic factors are slightly below
average. There are 138 pupils altogether, including 27 pre-reception children who attend part-time.
Children’s attainment when they start school is below average. The school has a high level of
mobility amongst its pupils. A quarter of last year's Year 6 pupils, for example, did not start at the
school.

Nearly all of the pupils come from white British families, with just a few of dual ethnic heritage. All
pupils speak English as their first language. A quarter of the pupils have special educational needs,
which is more than in most schools. Pupils’ special educational needs mainly involve learning and
speech and language difficulties. There are no pupils with Statements of Special Educational Needs
as the local authority makes alternative arrangements.

The school has had four headteachers in the last 18 months, two of whom were acting
headteachers. The permanent headteacher was appointed at Easter 2004. The school has had a
very significant turnover of staff in the last two years, with ten teachers leaving and nine joining the
school. The staffing situation is now much more stable.

Kimberley Primary School - 3



INFORMATION ABOUT THE INSPECTION TEAM

Members of the inspection team

Subject responsibilities

21227 | Barbara Crane Lead inspector | English, geography, history, religious
education, special educational needs.
19426 | Chris Farris Lay inspector
32827 | Jacqueline Marshall | Team Mathematics, art and design, design and
inspector technology, music.
10144 | Pamela Marriott Team Science, information and communication
inspector technology, physical education, areas of

learning in the Foundation Stage.

The inspection contractor was:

peakschoolhaus
BPS Business Centre

Brake Lane
Boughton

Nottinghamshire

NG22 9HQ

Any concerns or complaints about the inspection or the report should be made initially to
the inspection contractor. The procedures are set out in the leaflet ‘Complaining about
Ofsted Inspections’, which is available from Ofsted Publications Centre (telephone 07002
637833) or Ofsted’s website (www.ofsted.gov.uk).
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PART A: SUMMARY OF THE REPORT
OVERALL EVALUATION

This is a very effective school. The excellent leadership by the headteacher has provided
a clear vision that is reflected in the school’s drive to provide the best for its pupils. Pupils in
all parts of the school achieve very well because of the very good teaching. Standards are
above average by the time the pupils leave. The school very successfully promotes pupils’
personal development and good standards, as well as a very strong partnership with
parents, because of its very good management. It provides very good value for money.

The school’s main strengths and weaknesses are:

e Outstanding leadership by the headteacher has resulted in very good improvement
and a community in which everyone is included and has a voice.

e Exciting and well-focused teaching, throughout the school, means that pupils of all
ages and abilities achieve very well.

e Pupils’ personal development is very well nurtured and the school provides them with
excellent support, guidance and advice.

e The school’s excellent partnership with parents means that they are fully involved in
their child’s learning, as well as in shaping the school’s direction.

e There are some occasions when pupils do not sufficiently use their skills in writing in
other subjects and when lower attaining pupils do not make the best possible progress
in writing.

There has been very good improvement since the school was previously inspected in 2003.
The serious weaknesses that were identified at that time have all been dealt with
successfully. Standards are much higher and teaching has improved because the
curriculum and use of assessment have been worked on and are much better than they
were. The school’s leadership and management have greatly improved.

STANDARDS ACHIEVED

Pupils’ achievement is very good throughout the school. This includes boys and girls
and pupils of all abilities, including those who have special educational needs. Children in
the Foundation Stage achieve very well. Most children are on track to reach the goals for
their age in all areas of learning and exceed these in their personal, social and emotional
development, by the time they start in Year 1. The trend in improvement in standards has
been faster at this school than in most schools. Results for Year 6 pupils rose in 2004 from
being well below average in the previous year to an overall average level. Compared to
their results as seven year olds, pupils did better than expected in English, as well as
expected in science and slightly below expectations in mathematics. Standards now are
even better, being above average in English, mathematics and science in Year 6. Pupils of
all abilities achieve very well. Standards have risen for Year 2 pupils at a similar rate and
are now well above average in reading, writing and mathematics. Although pupils’
achievement in English is very good, overall, there are times when lower attaining pupils
throughout the school should be doing even better than they are in writing. Standards in
information and communication technology (ICT) are rising rapidly and are good in Year 2
and average in Year 6. Pupils with special educational needs do very well because of very
effective support.

Results in National all schools similar schools
Curriculum tests at the end
of Year 6, compared with: 2002 2003 2004 2004
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English E E C B

Mathematics D E D D

Science D E C C

Key: A - well above average; B — above average; C — average; D — below average; E — well below average
Similar schools are those whose pupils attained similarly at the end of Year 2.

Pupils’ personal development is very good. Pupils’ social, moral and spiritual
development is very good. Their cultural development is good but a few opportunities are
missed to enhance pupils’ awareness of different cultures. Pupils’ behaviour, relationships
and attitudes to learning are all very good and support their rapid progress. Pupils enjoy
taking responsibility and being with their friends. Pupils show courtesy and respect for
others. Attendance is satisfactory and punctuality is good.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION

The school provides a very good quality education. Teaching and learning are very good.
Teaching encourages and engages pupils very well. Right from the start, there are high
expectations of behaviour and hard work. Relationships are very good and so pupils want to do well.
Assessments are very well used to establish what pupils of all abilities need to work on next. As a
result, pupils make very good progress. They know what to aim for because targets are set out
clearly for them. Teaching assistants form a very effective part of the team and support for pupils
with special educational needs is very good. Homework is very well organised and pupils complete
it. There is a good quality curriculum that enables pupils to use and extend their skills in ICT,
reading and numeracy very well in other subjects but pupils do not always use skills in writing as
frequently as they should. Provision for personal, social and health education is very good. There is
a very good range of activities outside normal lessons in which pupils are keen to get involved. The
school takes very good care of pupils and gives them excellent support, advice and guidance, so
that they know where to turn to if they have problems. There is an excellent partnership with parents
and the school works hard to involve them in their children’s learning at home and school. There are
good links with other schools and the community.

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

Leadership and management are very good. The headteacher provides excellent
leadership that has resulted in very good improvement. He ensures that everyone aims for
the best in promoting both pupils’ achievement and their personal development. The staff
form a hard-working team that knows where it is going and shares in the headteacher’s
ambitious vision for the school. Key staff provide very good support in translating the vision
into practice. They support and check initiatives, such as the very effective systems for
assessing pupils’ progress and setting targets, and involving parents in children’s learning.
The school knows what it needs to do next because it looks closely at data, analyses trends
and checks on teaching and learning. The governance of the school is very good and all
statutory requirements are met. Governors have a very good understanding of what
happens in school and how successfully work is being undertaken to meet targets, because
they keep in close touch with the school, check for themselves and ask the right questions.
They make sure that money is spent wisely to support priorities for improvement and to
promote inclusion.

PARENTS’ AND PUPILS’ VIEWS OF THE SCHOOL

Parents have a high level of trust and confidence in the school and feel that it has improved
greatly in many aspects of its work since the previous inspection. They appreciate the ease
with which they can approach staff, the frequent communication between home and school
and the way that the school consults them about its future.

Kimberley Primary School - 8




Pupils enjoy school and feel part of a thriving community. They say that they appreciate the
way in which the school takes notice of their ideas and opinions and the staff's efforts to
provide them with interesting activities.

IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED

Improve the lower attaining pupils’ achievement in writing and the opportunities for all pupils
to write more frequently in different subjects.
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PART B: COMMENTARY ON THE INSPECTION FINDINGS
STANDARDS ACHIEVED BY PUPILS
Standards achieved in areas of learning and subjects

Pupils’ achievement is very good in all parts of the school. Standards are above average by
the end of Year 6 and well above average in Year 2.

Main strengths and weaknesses

e Achievement in the Foundation Stage is very good and children get a very good start
to their education.

e  Pupils achieve very well in Years 1 to 6 and by the end of Year 6 standards are above
average in English, mathematics and science.

e Standards in ICT are above average by Year 2.

e Pupils with special educational needs make very good progress because of very
effective support.

e  Some lower achieving pupils do not always make the best possible progress in writing.

Commentary

1. There has been very good improvement in standards since the last inspection due to
the school’s work to raising pupils’ achievement. The trend in the school’s results has
been better than the national trend. In 2004 standards rose overall with pupils at the
end of Year 6 achieving average levels in national tests and above average by the end
of Year 2. The school has built further upon this success and standards are now very
good in Year 2 and good in Year 6.

Standards in national tests at the end of Year 2 — average point scores in 2004

Standards in: School results National results
Reading 16.7 (14.2) 15.8 (15.7)
Writing 14.7 (12.2) 14.6 (14.6)

Mathematics 18.6 (14.9) 16.2 (16.3)

Standards in national tests at the end of Year 6 — average point scores in 2004

There were 20 pupils in the year group. Figures in brackets are for the previous year

Standards in: School results National results
English 27.2 (23.8) 26.9 (26.8)

Mathematics 26.5 (25.2) 27.0 (26.8)
Science 28.8 (27.5) 28.6 (28.6)

There were 26 pupils in the year group. Figures in brackets are for the previous year

Children achieve very well in the Foundation Stage with most children reaching the
goals set for their age in all the areas of learning and exceeding these in their reading
and their personal, social and emotional development. This is the result of the school’'s
very effective emphasis on developing these basic skills. The needs of children of all
abilities are met very well because of the skilful teaching that makes full use of checks
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made on children’s progress. This very good start gives the children a positive basis to
build on in the rest of the school.

Standards in English, mathematics and science are above average in Year 6. In
reading, writing, mathematics and science, the current Year 2 pupils are achieving well
above average standards. The difference in standards between Year 2 and Year 6
reflects the different profile of ability in the year groups and pupils in both are achieving
very well. The school keeps very close checks on how well all pupils are doing and
uses these to set very clear and precise targets for pupils, ensuring all make very good
progress. These checks also enable the school to identify areas where standards are
not as high as they should be and to act to change this. One instance is the school’s
current focus on raising standards in mental mathematics skills. Clear targets and
direct teaching in groups are now being provided.

There is very good achievement across the school by more able and average pupils in writing.
Lower attaining pupils in writing make good progress overall, but their achievement does not
match that of other groups because they sometimes lack effective support for their writing,
such as frameworks to support them in getting started.

Pupils throughout the school make very good progress in their knowledge and use of ICT.
Recent initiatives, such as the completed ICT suite, the development of staff expertise and the
increasing use of interactive whiteboards, have had a positive impact on standards. In Year 2
pupils’ standards are above average, whilst in Year 6 pupils are achieving in line with the
expectation for their age. Standards are better for Year 2 pupils because they have benefited
from developments for a greater part of their school career.

Standards in religious education are in line with national expectations and pupils’ achievement
is satisfactory; no judgements were made about standards in any other subject areas.

Pupils’ attitudes, values and other personal qualities

Pupils’ attitudes and behaviour are very good. Their personal development, including their
spiritual, moral and social development, is very good. Cultural development is good.
Punctuality is good and attendance is satisfactory.

Main strengths and weaknesses

Pupils are proud to be part of the school’s drive for improvement.

Children in the Foundation Stage get a very good start in establishing good work habits
and attitudes to school.

Pupils’ very sensible behaviour and relationships help them support and learn from
each other.

A few opportunities are missed to fully promote pupils’ awareness of different cultures.

Commentary

7.

Older pupils speak freely about how they see their daily life at school to be more
interesting, orderly and inclusive because of the changes brought about by the school’'s
leadership and management. Pupils feel part of a thriving community in which
everyone’s views are seen as important in shaping a better future. They want to get
involved in the wide range of activities offered both in lessons and outside the normal
school day.

Very good attitudes build from children’s earliest time in the Foundation Stage, where

children quickly learn that adults care about them and value their ideas. High
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expectations of hard work, friendly support for others and sensible behaviour are the
norm for the youngest children and are consistently reflected in all of the older classes.
Pupils’ social and moral development is very good. They show a very good
understanding of the benefits of contributing to the harmony of the community by
respecting others’ needs and helping whenever possible. This is often apparent when
pupils of all ages work with ICT and spontaneously help those experiencing difficulty.
Pupils understand the school’s rules and why these are necessary. The staff help them
to think about the consequences of their actions in a sensitive way. Pupils’ spiritual
development is very good. Pupils’ sense of fairness is well demonstrated when they
play together. They talk about their feelings and experiences confidently, because they
know others will listen to them. Assemblies and religious education lessons provide
very good opportunities for pupils to reflect on the importance of beliefs and principles.
Pupils develop a good awareness of different cultures, particularly through work in
geography, music and religious education, but some opportunities are missed to fully
promote their understanding of different cultures’ contribution to art and design.

9. There were three fixed term exclusions last year, resulting from aggressive behaviour.
The re-integration of pupils was swift and carefully supported.

Attendance

Attendance figures for the last reporting year were very much better than those at the time
of the previous inspection but were still below average. The school has acted effectively to
further improve attendance and it is now at a satisfactory level. Punctuality at the start of
the day has also improved and is now good.

Attendance in the latest complete reporting year (%)

Authorised absence Unauthorised absence
School data 5.8 School data 0
National data 5.1 National data 0.4

The table gives the percentage of half days (sessions) missed through absence for the latest complete reporting year.

Ethnic background of pupils Exclusions in the last school year
. . No of pupils !\lumber.of Number of
Categories used in the Annual School Census on roll fixed p(_anod permanent
exclusions exclusions
White — British 131 3 0
White — any other White background 1 0 0
Mixed — White and Black Caribbean 1 0 0
Mixed — White and Black African 3 0 0
Mixed — any other mixed background 2 0 0

The table gives the number of exclusions, which may be different from the number of pupils excluded.
QUALITY OF EDUCATION PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL

The school provides a very good quality education. A stimulating curriculum motivates
pupils to learn. Teaching and learning are very good and meet the needs of different groups
of pupils very well. Pupils are very well cared for and the school has excellent links with
parents.
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Teaching and learning

Teaching and learning are very good throughout the school, as is assessment.

Main strengths and weaknesses

High quality teaching across the school is very successfully supported through
professional development.

There is very effective use of assessment to set precise and challenging targets, which
are closely followed up.

Teaching assistants provide very good support.

Teaching in the Foundation Stage lays a firm base of essential skills.

Teaching catches pupils’ interest very well and so pupils are keen to learn.

Some lower attaining pupils do not always get exactly what they need to help them
improve their writing.

Commentary

10. A significant factor in the development of high quality teaching has been

11.

12.

13.

management’s high priority on providing well-focused professional development for all
staff, based on monitoring of what works well and where improvements are needed.
Good examples are the very effective work to ensure that teaching provides high
quality support for guided reading groups and mental mathematics, as well as
engaging boys’ interest in learning. Teaching assistants give valuable support and play
a full part in the team because they work closely with teachers and know exactly what
to do. This means that individuals, groups or the whole class benefit. Teachers
maintain a very good level of communication with teaching assistants so that pupils’
developing needs are carefully met through adaptations to work.

Teaching in the Foundation Stage is very good because it concentrates on building
children’s basic skills in an imaginative way. Children’s personal, social and emotional
development is very well supported so that children develop good work habits and try
hard. Adults celebrate children’s success so that they want to do well. Teaching
maintains a very good balance between guiding children to gain skills through exciting
activities and allowing children to use these independently when they have choice over
what they do.

In English and mathematics there are similar characteristics to the high quality
teaching and learning. Teachers have a very good understanding of the national
strategies and how to adapt these for different groups of children. Very effective
management has made sure that assessment is used as a natural part of teaching and
learning. Teachers know where pupils are in their learning and set out the next steps
clearly. Pupils know what they are aiming for and respond very well to teachers’ high
expectations. This is consistent across the school and pupils of all abilities, including
those with special educational needs, make very good progress in their learning as a
result. In writing, there are a few occasions when teaching does not enable lower
attaining pupils to make the best possible progress. This is because there are times
when these pupils have too few props to help them get started in setting down their
ideas.

In lessons pupils are motivated and keen to learn; Year 6 pupils, for example, say that
they very much appreciate the lengths teachers go to in order to make their work
interesting. Teachers plan activities that are well matched and challenging with
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purposeful links made to learning in other subjects. Pupils from Year 2, for example, in
a design and technology lesson used what they had learnt in their science lesson on
electricity to help them design a trap in the little pigs’ house for catching the wolf. Very
good use is made of a range of strategies to engage and enthuse pupils, with teachers
planning a variety of activities to support pupils’ different learning styles and to include
boys and girls. Teaching exploits the use of ICT well to gain pupils’ interest.
Questioning is well used throughout the school to extend pupils’ understanding further,
keeping them both engaged and challenged whilst also providing an opportunity for the
teacher to check how much each pupil understands.

Summary of teaching observed during the inspection in 27 lessons

Excellent Very good Good Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor Very poor

2 14 9 2 0 0 0

The table gives the number of lessons observed in each of the seven categories used to make judgements about lessons.

The curriculum

The school provides a good curriculum for its pupils and there is very good enrichment
through activities that extend pupils’ experiences outside normal lessons. The school’s
accommodation is good and resources are satisfactory.

Main strengths and weaknesses

The curriculum for children in the Foundation Stage is very good.

There is very good provision for pupils with special educational needs.

Very effective planning supports pupils’ personal, social and health education.

There is plenty going on to enrich the curriculum so that pupils are well motivated and
keen to learn.

There is good planning for pupils to use their skills in ICT, numeracy and reading
across the curriculum, but some opportunities are missed for pupils to use their skills in
writing.

Commentary

14.

15.

16.

Effective management has ensured that there has been good improvement in the curriculum
since the previous report. The emphasis has been on improving provision for literacy,
numeracy and ICT and this has paid dividends in the better standards seen in these areas.
The school teaches everything it should and there is guidance for all subjects to support
teaching.

The curriculum in the Foundation Stage is very well planned to link together children’s learning
in each of the six areas of learning. This means that, whatever activity children are doing, their
learning is using skills that have been previously taught. The curriculum also takes very good
account of children’s different ages and abilities and work is carefully adapted to meet their
needs.

Very good management ensures that provision for pupils with special educational needs
results in pupils making rapid progress. Pupils’ needs are quickly and accurately identified and
are supported through very good quality individual education plans that are closely followed by
teachers and teaching assistants. Everyone knows what to do to support these pupils and the
very effective emphasis on inclusion means that pupils benefit from the whole curriculum.

Kimberley Primary School - 14



17.

18.

19.

There is very good provision for pupils’ personal, social and health education. Pupils say that
they very much appreciate the work that staff put in to enrich the curriculum and that there is
always plenty going on in the school in which they can take part. During the inspection, for
example, pupils joined in a fact-finding competition that meant researching in books. Year 5
and 6 pupils have a residential visit to an outdoor activity centre. Visits and visitors support
topic work very well; for example Year 3, 4 and 5 pupils visited Brackenhurst Hall and acted as
evacuees as part of their work in the Second World War. There is a very wide range of
activities for pupils to take part in at lunchtime or after school, in art, music and sport. Football
coaching is organised by a local professional footballer.

The use of numeracy, reading and ICT is well planned to support pupils’ learning in
other subjects. This means that pupils use their skills in these areas in a range of
different situations and so see the relevance of their learning. With writing, although
there are times when pupils write for different purposes across the curriculum, there
are some missed opportunities for them to fully extend their skills, particularly in
geography and religious education.

The school’s accommodation is good and it is brightened by displays of pupils’ work.
The ICT suite is well equipped and well used to support pupils’ learning. The
playground area has been developed and pupils appreciate the improvements.
Resources have been built up, after careful checks on usefulness and relevance of
existing resources, and are satisfactory.

Care, guidance and support

The school takes very good care of its pupils. It provides excellent support, advice and
guidance for pupils and involves them very well in its work and development.

Main strengths and weaknesses

Excellent advice, guidance and support help pupils to achieve very well in their work
and personal development.

Relationships between staff and pupils are very good and children get a warm
welcome when they start school.

Pupils make a very good contribution to the school’s future plans and their views are
valued.
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Commentary

20.

21.

22.

23.

There has been very good improvement in this aspect of the school’s work. Pupils are
very well looked after in the school. Staff provide a high level of care, enabling the
pupils to feel safe and secure and to flourish in the friendly but purposeful environment.
The very good relationships make it easy for pupils to share their worries with staff,
knowing they will be listened to with a sympathetic ear. Such relationships help boost
pupils’ confidence and self-esteem and play an important part in maintaining the
settled school environment.

The support, advice and guidance provided by teachers and other staff are excellent.
The extremely effective use of checks on pupils’ personal development and progress in
their work leads to target setting that ensures that every pupil knows what to do to
improve. Pupils say that they are confident that staff will give them the help they need
to meet their targets.

Children joining the school enjoy a very smooth and confident start to their school career
because of the special effort made by the staff to help them settle in. Very good support is also
given to pupils who start part way through the year to enable them to integrate quickly. Year 6
pupils enjoy a good induction programme before moving to the secondary school.

Pupils are extremely positive about the school and feel that their views are heard and valued
by staff. The pupils’ opinions play a significant part in the school’s forward thinking. The school
council acts as a focal point for pupils’ views and holds regular meetings to discuss issues
affecting daily school life. Council members were involved in identifying the characteristics that
they wanted from a headteacher, as part of the selection process for the current headteacher.
Pupils also took part, along with staff, parents and governors, in the meetings about ‘Building a
Brilliant School’ and gave their views about shaping the school’s future.

Partnership with parents, other schools and the community

The school has an excellent partnership with parents and good links with the community and other
schools.

Main strengths and weaknesses

Parents express an extremely high level of confidence in the school.

They receive excellent information about their children’s progress and general school
matters.

The school seeks parents’ views extensively and involves them closely in forward
planning.

Parents contribute very well to their children‘s learning at home and at school.

Commentary

24.

25.

The school’s partnership with parents is excellent. This is a very good improvement on
the situation at the time of the previous inspection. Parents are extremely supportive of
the school and are very happy with their children’s quality of education. They view the
staff as being friendly and easy to approach and a hard-working team that provides
their children with plenty to do outside school hours. Parents respect the school’s
leadership and management and appreciate the quality of change brought about to
benefit their children.

The relationship with parents works so well, to benefit pupils’ learning, because the

school involves parents extensively in making the school more effective and helps
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parents to support their children’s learning. Meetings organised to gather parents’
views about how to create a successful school were very well att